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Plan to set up 2nd ex-
port processing zone in
Khulna remains shel-
ved with the slow pace
of industrialisation
in the region
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A research institute with
steady ethos , Bangla-
desh Institute of Law
and International Affairs,
is a sort of “think tank.”
devoted mainly to
the promeotion of
studies and
research.

Page 3
Feature

Environment

The Philippines is the
‘hottest’ among the wor-
Id’s 15 rainforest ‘hot-
spots.’ Its exceptional
ltﬁhafhdoﬁml
diversity are being
threatened
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RU Masters exams

begin Nov 25
From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, Oet 22
Mastiers examinations of | 985
of Rajshahi Untversity
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The Nouse of Peace & Rest, The Place of High Class.

We Cordigly - invite you fo try our Beautifully
prepared and Beautifully presented authenfic
THAI CUISINE ond SEAFOOD in the cosy
atmosphere of o LOVELY MOUSE.

1443 ASIAN HIGHWAY ROAD, NASIRABAD,
CHITTAGONG. RSVP CALL TEL: 224803
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Khaleda Zia visits-affected northern districts

Relief operations till next harvest

RANGPUR, Oct 22 : Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
today said reliefl operations,
including test reliefl under
food-for-work programme
(FWD) would cortinue till’ the
next harvesting season in the

| flood affected areas of north-

ern district, reports BSS.

The Prime Minister was
addressing spontaneous gath-
erings at Jikarbarir Ghat and
Purbapyerpur Government
High School in Kurigram and
Gaibandha of Rangpur district
today. She flew into the
northern district of Rangpur to

see the rellef and medicare
work being carried out in the

flood-affected: areas of the dt:-
trict.

Begum Zia said the govern
ment would take up perma-
nent measures to save the
people in this calamity-prone

O . :

She called upon all, trre-
spective of political opinfon, to
help the government realise
its plans to set up permanent
measures against the calami-
tes.

The Prime Minister said,
*we want to become a self-re-
llant nation through imple-
menting our various develop-
ment programmes. We' do not
want the nation to remain de-

pendent on relief.”
Begum Zia said with satis-

faction that no report of cor-
ruption regarding relief opera-
tions was received because of
the sincere services rendered
by the ministers, members of
Parliament, Armed Forces per-
sonnel, government officials,
local people’s representatives
and the general people.

Earlier, on hr:r arrival at the
Rangpur, the Prime Minister
was briefed at the Reliefl
Coordination and Control
Room in ur cantonment

" on the overall relief and medi-
care operations being carried -

out in the post-flood arcas of

during her tour of tho Fﬂr ni'th#n districts to see for hmlfﬂu post-fload situation .

& upavild whey

B guingand

the Rangpur. Kurigram. Nil-
phamari, Lalmonirhat, Gaib-
andha, Panchagarh, Dinajpur
and Thakurgaon.

Relief. Cnurd_inatnr
greater Rangpur district Win
Commander (Retd) Hamidulla
Khan MP, and Area Comm-
ander Major General Asma
Amin conducted the briefing.

The Prime Minister was in-
formed that in the month of
Ashwin and Kartik the eco-
nomic hardship of people liv-
ing in some arcas of the north-
ern districts was not an
unusual phenomenon. Mor-
eover because of bailstorm and

See Page 12 Col. 1
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Long-term EEC help
for alleviation of
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poverty assured

an Economic

The Euro
‘Community ) assistance to
Bangladesh will give move em-

phasis on long tl: lans hr
rural development nntr
alleviation, reports UNH

Poverty alleviation will get
top priority in its future aid
programme in least developed
countries like h, JP
Pronk, leader of the high-
power EEC delegation told
newsmen at the end of its
four-day visit here. .

“*As for Bangladesh, we
would prefer to assist the gov-
ernment in diminishing -
erty as a large nt of the
population here still live below
poverty line,” said Pronk.

Bangladesh's long term de-
velopment needs for flood
control and disaster manage-
ment would receive due im-
portance alongside its assis-
tance to education and health
sectors, he said.

During the visit, the delega-
tion appraised coordination of
the Community's assistance
here and discussed future
strategy of EEC-Bangladesh
cooperation with the new gov-
ernment.

Juan Prat, Director General
of North-South Relations of
EEC, also responded to
queries from newsmen. Other
members of the 12-member
delegation were present.

UNB adds : JP Pronk, who
in also- Minister for Deve-

lopment Cooperation the
Netherlands however, stressed
that Bangladesh ought to make
sincere efforts to lessen its re-
liance on foreign aid and de-
pend more on its own re-
sources. "Longer term assis-
tance can be expected from
outside but it can never be a
substitute for domestic effort”,
he said.

He welcomed the advent of -

and
w:hmp

pport.

On grawing concern of the
dweluﬂnﬂ economies about a
ib fversion of western
unds to Eastern Europe.
Pronk said the EEC members
have repeatedly confirmed that
aid to the region would in no
way be detrimental to the in-
terest of the poorer countries.

"Europe will continue to assist
you as it has been doing so

. long."

In reply to a question, EC
Executive Juan Prat said that

Bangladesh and other LDCs
will continue to the GSP
(Generalised System of
Preferences) facility in EEC
munthri:m The Community has
no plan to impose guota re-
strictions on B-nghgzuh gar-
ments, he added.

About 80 per cent of the to-
tal exports of h to
EEC countries enjoy GSP facil-
ity.

When his attention was
drawn to existing conditions
tagged with the purchase of
Co ties with EEC assis-
tance, JP Pronk said EEC pol-
icy makers are discussing the
issue and we hope we will be
able to be more ble in the
near future. "It's not a guaran-
tee, it's a polftical commit-
ment of most of the EEC
members.”

About conditions laid down
by multilateral funding agen-
cies including World Bank and
IMF, Pronk that most
of these are developmental in
nature and "do not create ma-
jor for Bangladesh.”

Talking about his meeting
with the Opposition Leader

would, henceforth, maintain
contact with the oppaosition in
Bangladesh.

| Taxes
. Municipal Cor

Consensus on out]mes for Radlo

TV autonomy stressed

The need for a national

tonemy to Radio
Television,’ was organised by
the Sammilita Jote

at the auditorium of the
National Press Club with (ts
Pruid:nt Fayez Ahmed in the

By Staff Correspopdent

The speakers were Deputy
Leader of the House Dr.

Badruddoza Chowdhury, De-
puty Leader of the Opposition
Abdus Samad Azad, Five-Party
lcader Rashed Khan Menon
MP, Barrister Ishtiaq Ahmed,
educationist Dr. Khan Sarwar
Morshed, Prof. Zillur Rahman
Siddiqui. Dr: Anisuzzaman.
President of Bangladesh Fed-
cral Union of Journalist (BFUJ)
Reazuddin Ahmed, poet
Shamsur Rahman. Communist
Party President Saifuddin
Ahmed Manik, Five-Party con-

venor Bimal Biswas, joarnalist

Ataus Samad and BSP
President Mainul Hosein.

The meeting obsérved that

could help prevent

the use of the national media

as an instrument for party

Badruddoza Chowdhury said
that “the experience of guton-
omy in our country was nol a
happy one. We can never boast
of any of our autonomous insti-
tutions, so it will not be wise
to do anything hastily.”

In an oblique reference teo
the Chittagong University, he

See Page 12 Col 4

CHITTAGONG, Oect 22 :
to about Taka
crores of Chittagong
ration re-

50

has plagued’ the
Corporation with serious fund
crisis and is it to
divert development fund to

meet current ex res.

From Staff Correspondent

1990 which drew about 38000
appeals filed by the defaulters
secking further reduction or
exemption of the taxes' Of
those appeal cases 2000 were
disposed of after proper hear-
ing by the four committees
constituted by the tion
while the rest mﬂmﬁm
pending. The committees will
resume hearing of those pend-
ing cases from next, a
corporation official confirmed

The commitiees had started
functioning from June 90 but
after sometime had to stop due

some
attacAment orders
the defaulters re-

ime.

In the last fiseal yeldr, only
Taka ten crores were realised
as taxes. The current

is Taka 32 crores while

Taka four crores were
collected during the [irst
dquarter, from July to
September.

- A corporation source who
declined 10 be named said the
revenue section of the corpo-
ration did net function prep-
erly in the past time and even
it had never fixed any target of
tax collection that resulted in
such a bulk outstanding The
offictals and worked
as per their sweet will and
often remain busy for personal
gains, the source -lh:ti

!
| mitlee on Tuesday urad
ctive

|

CCCfacafunds cnsmasTk50cn
taxﬂl_'emamunrealm
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Amnesty to CHT
insurgents comes
into effect

CHITTAGONG, Oct 22 : The
' government has declared gen-
eral amnesty for armed insur-
gents in the Chittagong Hill
Tracts to enable them to re-
turn to mormal life. reports
BSS.

According to a government
announcement here, the
amnesty effective from today
(October 22) till further decla-
ration, has been declared with
the prime objective of restor-
ing a congenial atmosphere in
the Hill Tracts for carrying on

massive development activities |

in the arca.
The announcement pointed

See Page 12 Col. 3

- Ctg development
committee threatens
strike if demands

are not met

By Staff Correspondent

The greater Chittagong
Unnayan Ganasangram Cnm

government to take
measures to fulfil is [5-point
demands by November 30.
Otherwise it would ebserve a
*day-long hartal on December
I’hﬂm

Ina as conference at the
Na Press Club leaders of

4
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the committee said that the |

present BNP government
when in the opposition sup-
ported the demands which in-
clude declaration of Chittagong
as the commercial capital,
separate education board for

_the region, upgradation of the
SuPthZCul 1

Uproar over Tehri dam as UP quake death toll

NEW DELHI. Oct 22 :

vernmen! Natienal
newspaper urging au-

thorities to reexamine the ﬂu governmen! was ready to

wamings about the dam
by Indian US and Soviet ex-

But the
peared unmoved.

u“mm'm'ﬁrhﬂ

tnvolved tn
knew that the area
O i B il
"adequate
taken in the design of the
L.
1 unnamed oflictals were

quoted as saying Monday that

Iumwmtar m

in the
feet) wide, 260.5-meter (850

government ap- mmm-uwm

has seen oppo-

lmh n foothills in north-
l:l!nlndhl and the wll is set to

BNP patronising

terrorism: Hasina

NARAIL, Oct 22 : Awami
League President and Sheikh
Hasina today accused the rul-

ing party of patronising armed

terrorism against its political

| opponents across the country

to consolidate power, reports

UNB.
Addressing a cross-section

| of people at Narail District

Board Dakbungalow premises,
she said people were now in
doubt about BNP's intentions
and whether the party wanted
a democratic process at all.
"BNP exposes itsell as neo-
autocrat through its undemo-
cra'ic and terrorist activities,”

Hasina told the unscheduled
gathering this afternoon.

She mentioned the brutal
killings of Chhatra League
leaders Parag in Pabna and
Shaheen in Munshiganj al-
legedly by the ruling party

workers.

Hasina, also Leader of the
pasition in Parllament, re-
gretted that the party which
once wage anti-autocracy
movement with other opposi-
tion was now following

u..;l-r' chief
came here to expréss her
See Page 12 Col. 6

Entire Rangpur in g‘rip
of famine : Nasim

From Our Correspondent

RANGPUR, Oet 22
Opposition Chief Whip In
Parliament Md. Nasim todly
said that the cntlrr_
region was in the
famine.

Nasim now on a tour of
Rnl;g:rr as the head of a two-

Awami League parlia-
mentary group refuted the
government claim that there

was no famine in r say -
ing that hundreds plt
were helplessly dying

vation and from cs.

Talking to The Daily Star
Md. Nasim lr:tnmpluhd by
former Awami League Wh
Abdur Roul said that the situa-
tion could have been averted

hdthmh'mhlt

cross the 1,000-mark, the
Press Trust of india (PTI) said
P, offictals, lsted

quoting
784 deaths in three affected
districta of Uttar Pradesh
state. A total of 609 have died
in Uttar Kashi, 128 In Tehrt
and 50 in Chameli.

Thousands of people were
injured In the quake, some
1,000 in Uttar alone.
Many of the injured were re-
purud in serfous condition.

‘It may tlhr us another
mh to lll the vil-
Hnd ¥

Ioul offictal Ch-ﬁ'l M
Panty lold Reuters in Uttar
Kashi, district centre for some
400 villages scatiered across

relie{ operations even a month

Describi the miseries
being faced thousands of
hungry people in Rangpur,
Nasim said that it was aston-
ishing how a democratically
elected government could
launch an all-out éffort to con-
ceal facts and reject press re-
ports on the situation in the
northern districts with a view
to shirking its responsibility.

Nasim toured the wors{ al-
fected arcas in Nil

i
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JS session
resumes
today

By Staff Correspondent

The session of the Jatiya
Sangsad (Parliament) resumes
at 4-30 pm today (Wednesday)

after a week-long recess.

Four new bills one
on Union Parishad are ex-
pected are to be introduced in
the Parliament today. A call
altention on water-logging in
some u of Khulna region
is likely to be moved. As usual,
there will be the question
hour.

The remaining days of the
current session in likely to be
stormy. Heated debates are
expected not only on the sit-
uation in the northern part of
the country, but also on some
questions of which
were referred to the
Committee on Privileges be-
fore the House was adjourned
on October 15 last.

Besides, Awami League
members will again try 1o raise

See Page 12 Col. 8
Help keep
environment
pollution free,

urges Biswas

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas Tuesday called for ef-
fective participation of all con-
cerned to keep the environm-
ment free from pollution, re-
ports BSS.

Addressi a seminar on
‘Protection of the atmosphere’
organised by the Bangladesh
Junior Chamber in observance
of the Jaycees Week here, the
president stressed the need
for ensuring environmental
balance which he said had be-
come the crying need of the
hour.

President Biswas observed
that the human interference in
nature had been causing the
erwironmental degradation and

“Set Pige 12 Cat. 7
BUET employee
abducted,

seriously beaten

By BUET Correspondent
Armed youths abducted an
employee of the BUET at gun-
int Tuesday and later re-
after seriously beating

him up.
Mohsin. an assistant fore-
/man at the automobile work-

' shop of Bangladesh University

of Engineering and Tech-
nology. was abducted from a
confectionery adjacent to the
university, beaten up and left
at the university gate in the
afterncon. :

The armed youths also
threatened the security officer
of the university.

The incident was suspected
to be related to Saturday's ter-
rorist activities on the univer-



