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The Politics
Situation’
Within minutes of her arrival, afler successiul
in the Commonwealth summit at
arare, Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
t it it to make the claim that there was no
famine-like situation in the northern districts
and to dismiss press reports on the situation as
"politically motivated”. The system of oflicial
briefing must receive high marks in this particu-
lar instance, for the felt confident enough to
say what she said without a more thorough and
first hand evaluation of the situation. As the press
conference was held immediately on her arrival —
at the airport — we will have Lo assume that the
that she recetved were through tele-
, telex or fax. All these are effective means
of communication no doubt, but a substitute
for detailed s which, no doubt, were walit-
ing for her to be looked into at her earliest con-
venience., Her words would have been weightier
and of far greater impact if the nation knew that
they were made aflter a thorough mﬂd’o{ncml
reports, which themselves are so olten inade-
%::te and, if we may say, sometimes motivated.
Prime Minister, now, must have become
aware that un truths have a way of disa
from official reports and that party sub-
ordinates often say what they assume the boss
would be ha to hear. This is particularly true

in our where mment oflicials have
Ienmtltthchnrdwn{nntu ' to be a 'yes-
man' than to be the er of bad news; and

oflicials feel little lo risk Lheir access
to the PM by pointing out the inadequacies of
their own ormance. After all f the PM was
told that situation was bad, then the very
ministers who had gone to receive her at the air-
port would be at fault. _

It may therefore be advisable to take some time
before castigating the press. Because in the midst
of official reticence and party loyally, it is the

ress — and freer the ter — that brings the

d news. In so doing we would be happy to be

. But what would be the cost to the nation if
the press is t and the government concludes
at the outset that it is

The fact that nearly 50 per cent of the popula-
tion lives below the rty line is not the fault of
this government. In any given time there is
widespread malnutrition and highly inadequate
housing and shelter. Given the ile nature of
our economy the slightest disturbance in the
normal flow of essential commodities create ex-

erated impact, lead lo scarcily and death.

erefore it does not take much to have a
famine-like situation. The law minister Mirza
Golam Hafiz said the other day that severe flood-
ing was uncommon in the northern districts and
as a result both the ]pcol!i:lc and the oflicials were
unprepared to handle this. There is food in the
country and perhaps, as the government claims,
in the flood affected areas. But is that food
reaching the poor and the needy ? In the flood
affected areas there is no work. There is no
money in the hands of the destitutes with which
they can buy what they desperately need.
Government sponsored work under test-relief
has jus! started. »

Back in 1974 we also noticed a tendency to
underplay the situation in pur with disas-
trous results. There is a s
downplay the impact of the recent flood which,
as we have said earlier, is. not the government's

making. Then why is this mentality ? Why can't
we take the nation into confidence and say it like
it is. The fear is that opposition will play politics
with it, and the fear may be well founded. But if

exaggera the eflects of the floods is the poli-
tics of the opposition, then downplaying it is the
politics of the government. We condemn both.

And while both sides play pmgﬁpong with disaster
figures the innocent people suffer.
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The Vanishing Bamboo

Bamboos are an inseparable part of housing
practices in Bangladesh over many centuries.
Rice ea and bamboo-built houses are the two
distinguishing marks that make Bangladesh a
member of the rich and ancient Eastern devel-
opment of civilisation bringing it in line with
most of the rest of the subcontinent and China
and Japan. When in analogy to the iron curtain,
politicians and journals started using the res-
sion ‘bamboo curtain’ to designate the great east-

ern version of a closed society, we remember to

have been hurt a little for we, rightly enough, al-
ways had been counting ourselves as very much a
bamboo people.

There is fiews from Chapainawabganj that an
acute shortage of bamboo in the five upazilas of
Shibganj, Nachol, Gomastapur, Bholahat and
Sadar has been impeding rural construction work
as well as cottage industry based on bamboo. This
is bad l:nnth. ut the root cause of this — fall in
bamboo cultivation and production due to root-
stocks of this tall and hard and specially-good-in-
lenslle-strength member of the grass family being
bought up by brick manufacturers to fire their
kilns — s a regular horror. It is obvious that the
ban on the use of firewood — of whatever (ree
squrce —-in the brick manufacturers' kilns is not
being efféctively enforced. The lapse can only be
explained as being made possible through cor-

ruption. Steps must be taken forthwith to identify
the brick fields resorting to the criminal practice
and to summarily punish them.

Bamboo production has indeed heen fa
over the coumtry making it a natln?leal Blos
true concern. Bamboo is the b
of all our construction mains
A

ecologically speaking there is possibly no
need for looking such substitutes for ll;ambnn::; are
the cleanest things to have for mass-scale hou-
sing, creating no pressure whatsoever on the
desired minimum nfeasure of green life, we must
have so as to ensure good life in our country.

The number one problem with bamboo produc-
tion is that it continues to be a matter of domes-
tic bushes of puny sizes and collection from natu-
ral growth in the hills. There has never been any
sctling plantations of it through state, corporate
and private enterprise. It is high time that head-
way were made in this regard with all serious-
Bamboos have other good uses besides be
used as thatches and pillars and fashioned nl:’:su
uraiture out of them: Onee Bemiy 't 18
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ISTORICALLY

the Cold War — defined

rp-“h m‘

su r tation —
h-r'uﬂd. The crumbling of
the Soviet bloc, the collapse of
the Soviet state itsell, and the
demise of communism as a
viable ideological construct,

domesticall and
internationally, have precipi-
tated transformations so

sweeping that oenly two years
ago we could not in aur widest
dreams imagine them. As
Vaclav Havel has said, what we
arc witnessing fs nothing less
than "a global revolution in the
sphere of human conscious-
ness.”

In addition to the most re-
cent stunning geopolitical
transformations such as the

pro prospects for nu-
clear conventional arms

reduction heralded the

president's bold initiative, the

prospect of an end of the re-
gional conflicts of the 1980s —

in E)} Salvador, Angola,
A&hmhunuﬂmh&h
— and the diminution of the

threat of war in Central

Europe, we are confronted
extraordinary and his

pects for the

to all o
conditions is demonstrated by

the [act that democratic appeal
transcends geographic, racial
and cultural boundaries. In that
respect, our founding [athers
were right, "all men are cre-
ated with certain inalienable
rights.” To be sure, democracy
has cbbed and flowed in the
past. Respected political scien-
tists, such as Samucl
Hun ., have observed that
following the collapse of the
Napoleonic empire in 1815,

in the aftermath of World

"War I, a number of countriecs

seemed Lo embark on a path of
democraty — yet, most ol
these democratic gains proved
fragile. Recently, in some
countries, like China, demo-
cratic revolutions have been
stymied, and in other states,
like Hait{, we scem to be wit-

Lithuania

EEKS after Moscow

officially recognised

Lithuanian indepen-
dence, all the windows in the
Lithuanian nt in Vil-
nius are sealed with wires.
Thousands of canvas bags full
of wet sand still block every
exit and passageway in the
building — reminders of the
long fight for freedom.

To suggestions that these
security measures are being
kept out of fear of either the
Soviet Army or KGB, Lith-

uanian , President Vytautis

Landsbergis said the only at-
tack his republic feared now
was one from extremists.

“Even the White House in
Was n has anti-terrorist
squads and they have much
less to fear than we do", he
added

Hcithtr the barricades nor
the constant surveillance of

sters in downtown Viln-
fus can take away from the

Lithuanian people their elation
at their newfound semse of

freedom.
It has been a long and diffi-
cult s e to which some

had given their lives. And now

the people of Lithuania, in pay-
ing tribute to the dead, are be-
ing given a chance to express
their joy at independence.

Hundreds assembled re-
cently to pay tribute to seven
customs officers, shot dead, in
August by Omon (the special
Soviet Union police unit) in
the village of Medininkai on
the Lithuanian-Belorussian
border.

They gathered around a
simple timber cross sur-
rounded
kets full of flowers, each bear-

seven wicker bas- -

nessing a pendulum swinging
between a positive move lo-
ward democracy and a return
to the brutal past. | believe
firmly, however, that the cur-
rent round of democratic revo-
lutions is — the advenl
ol modern means of communi-
cations combined with an in-
nate human aspiration for
dembcracy means that all
tyrants are living on borrowed
time.These trends are rein-
forced by the fact that we, and
our allics have made the pur-

suil of democracy a key part of
policy.

Third World , bringing the
military within the proper rule
of law (rameweork s
particularly important. We feel
that the American tradition,
fcaturing
civilian control of
combined with wide-ranging
proflcssional mili autonomy,
is particularly in:"trflctht.

y's recently held
mayoral elections likewise au-
gur lavourably for the devel-
opment of demoeracy in that
country, upon Its emergence
s of authoritarian

both the of
tary,

foundations of modern
democracy. Such foundations
rest on five cornerstones.

The first cornerstone is the
structure of government itsell

It is casler lo
struct a workable, durable,

democratic

that is unable, because nl"v-rl-

!

the ideals
of democracy than it is to con-

rasp of the regime in power.
Democratic societies, however,

time.

A constitutional convention
was held two weeks ago In
Mongolia to discuss that coun-
try's legal foundations, and o
explore ways to acccleratle its
movement toward democracy.
USIA sent a federal district
court judge, John Kane, who
participated in that conlerence
and substantively assisted in
the dralting ol that country’s
newly proposed constitution.

In countries of franco
West Africa, like Benin, Togo
and Mali, national conferences
have been held to negotiale
with the military regimes in
power. From these conler-
ences, a pattern has emerged
.... First, an interim gowvern-
ment {s formed, and the ofli-
cially controlled press begins
to open up. As independent
media flourishes, opposition
political partics emerge, a ncw
constitution i{s drafted, and
elections are held. USIA has
supported this process by
sponsoring a regional conler-
cnce on journalistic ethics,
through practical symposia on
how to run a newspaper, by

rule. in .upcfoﬂ of Paraguayan
municipal development., USIA

is sponsoring the visit to the

United States of a delegation of

locally clected officials to meet
with their American counter-
parts and discuss the demo-
cratic administration of munie-
ipal government.

And in Albania, which | re-
cently visited, | was awed by
the cnergy and imagination of
a people who for decades have
been totally isolated from any
contact with Lthe outside world.
| saw a peoplc hungry for the
knowledge of [reedom and fits
fruits and commifited to build-
ing a socicty completely oppo-
sitc f[rom that forged by Enver
Hoxa. | learned that through
their long, dark night of op-
pression, huge number of
Albanians listened secretly to
the Voice of America to find
oul what was happening in
their own country and

throughout the world.
Strategies

But what is ft, tually
and practically, th-Tn:Lw to

Learning to Love I ndependenée

Lithuanians learn to value their newfound
freedom by honouring those who died so
they could attain it. Iwona D. Knothe of IPS

reports from Vilnius
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ing the name of one of the
dead. The ceremony was
opened with a speech by the
highest customs official and
followed by national songs,
sung by a variety of delegations
in national costumes.

The fact that people were
able to even hold such a func-
tion was remarkable, but even
rarer was the open hostility
shown by the mourners against
the Omon, a group once given
all the special privileges ac-

corded the KGB.

Independence has not only
eroded the powers and privi-
leges of this special police
unit, but has forced its mem-

A word of caution

Sir, On 2 last Sir
Allan Green, the Queen's
Counsel and the Director of

Public Prosecutions was
nabbed by a police officer in a
back street of King's Cross in
London while Sir Allan was

"kerb crawling”

Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
mmhﬂrmwﬁr'amulw. signature and

~ reported to the press
- was his mistress for several

bers to go in hiding, fearing
reprisals from the very people
they terrorised.

“This spontanecus reaction
is very new for Lithuanians,”
sald Roman Verbugon. a TV
journalist from Vilno, who at-
tended the memorial service
for the slain officers.

"Up till now, people here

were only participating in the
state-organised ceremonies

like the May 1st parades, but
now | thinkthis spontaneous
get-together will teach them
independence and self-re-
sponsibility quicker than any
university,” Verbugon added.

-~ ' belongs to Loretta Asan-

Asanauicivte, the only
-woman among the 21 now
buried in this cemetery,"

ous cheeks and balances and
other auxiliary precautions,
from abusing power even [ it
is inclined to do so.

A fair and independently

functioning judicial system

makes up the second institu-

tfonal cornerstone of democ-

racy. An individual in a demo-
cratic society must find eco-
nomic and political
Indeed, 1t is the judicial sys-

tem that shifis the base of

these societies from lotalitar-
lan cdict to the rule of law.

The third cornerstone of

any democracy is education.
East European educators have
sought and recetved desper-
ately needed assistance {rom
their American counierparts.

They are working — and imag-

inc the enormity of this task—

to replace, wholesale, old edu-
cational systems based on the
tenets of Marxist— Leninist
doctrine with new systems
based on Western liberal arts.

The fourth cormmerstonec of

democracy is a free, indepen-
dent media. A total na-

tion speaks with one voice, the

first day of the new schoolyear,
hundreds of students were also
given the opportunity to pay
tribute to those who had died
in the freedom struggle..

Following opening day
school ceremonies, the stu-
dents were taken to the Anta-
kalnio Kapines.a cemetery in
Vilno close to the St. Peter and
St. Paul Cathedral — to lay
flowers in the graves of the 21
had died since Lithuania de-
clared - I{B independence on
January 13, 1991].

Each student. with flowers
in hand, climbed the 100
stairs leading to the graves of
the young people, who, as one
student put it, had "died for
our freedom”.

The teacher allowed us to
bring the flowers to be put on
the graves of those who died
for our freedom,” said seven-
year-old Great Rimas. '

The first grader was light-
ing a candle on a single grave
with white flowers. The grave

auicivte, a 24-year-old girl who
was run over by a tank. She
was part of a massive dem-
onstration of people, who had

unsuccessfully tried to protect
the TV transmizsion tower from
the Soviet muaary on Jan 13,

clearly had a special place in
the hearts of the uniformed
schoolgirls of Vilnius.

"She has already become a
symbol for my female pupils,”
said fourth grade teacher
Angele Lenkaityte, who bro-
ught more than 60 students to

Justice. |

ique — the advent of modern means of communications
combined with an innate human aspiration for democracy means that all tyrants are living on borrowed

cralic governments. Indeed, it
permeates all aspects of our

speet for international law, de-
legitimize the use of -
sion as a tool of s and
instill greater appreciation of
the possibilities offered by in-
ternational institutions. We
have not succeeded every-
where and some democratic
transformations remain clu-
sive. However, the fact that we
and our allics are to use
all means at our disposal to
curb international outlaws, un-
derscores the seriousness of
our rcsolve and commitment
to bring about a "new world
order” of [ree and democratic
coyntries dedicated to the rule
of 'law, whether at home or
abmad.

“ It is important to ensure, of

course, that our assistance ef-
forts focus precisely on foster-
ing these [ive fundamental
cornerstones. We cannot, and
should not, seek to prescribe
precise democracy recipes.
The key reason for this is not
just modesty— as recognized
by many political philosophers,
there has to be a match be-
tween the political system in
any country and its culture,
geography and  history,
Democracy cannot be just
transplanted [rom one soil to
another. Moreover, in fostering
these fundamentals, it is im-
portant to recognize that this
task s not the province of goV-
ernments dlong — we have no
cxclusive monopoly on demo-
cratic virtues. The private
sector has a key role to play as
well. Moreover, our de
promotion efforts do not have
to be perfectly streamlined
and rigidly orchestrated — a
certain degree of repetition
and overlap does not hurt. As
part of USIA's methodology,
we [ully utilize all of our com-
munication and information
tools— radio, TV, publications;
exhibits, exchanges, briefings
ol foreign journalists— in sup-
port of our democracy building
ellorts.

. Having introduced these
parameters, it is necessary Lo
address some of the challenges
and obstacles to peaceful de-
mocratization that exist today.

dren. The next morning he
submitted his resignation to
the Attorney General and in
the early morning of 4th
October Sir Allan left the
country with his wife.

Nearly three decades from
now a British Cabinet Minister,
with the potential of being a

future Prime Minister had to

resign when his indiscretions
came to light. A potential
residential candidate in the
SA had to withdraw when his
fratities were widely given
publicity through the different
media. In Japan a would-be
Prime Minister lost the

prospec¢t when a geisha girl
that she
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| Assisting the Democratic Revolution

One such under a

trade has
threat to

illegal
spawned a grave
democrat
clected governments In

Colombia, Peru and Bolivia.

:
:

covery

Christopher Columbus.

will be conducting a number of

spceial programmes’

late a discussion about the rel-

evance of Columbus’ example

1o the world today.
Christopher Columbus was a

visionary — a man of i
opltimism and cnum

- emerged from a cultidre of op-

pression to change forever the
course of human history. The
500th anni of his dis-
covery of the New World

to overcome: ression, when
hundreds of of people
are to the light of hu-

man [reedom for the first time.
In this atmosphere, the dis-
covery ol the New World 500
years ago is more than an his-
torical fact; it is a metaphor for
the way in which the tcnacity
of a visfonary can pry open
new, better worlds.
Christopher Columbus set
sail convinced that the world
was round and determined to
prove it Iml:ol' the world
today have own convic-
tions and their own unswerv-
ing 'determinations. From
Eastern Europe to Alrica and
from Southeast Asia to the
Soviet Union, next year
the world over will be re-
minded of Columbus' convic- |
tion and of the results of his
actions 500 years ago, as they
set their countries’ course
away [rom lyranny and toward

a new order.

The author is associate director for
programmes at the United States
Information Agency. The above
article is based upon a

titled "Strategles for Assisting the:
Democratie Rnumn'ﬂmtm
delivered to the American Bar
Association conference of "Rule of
Law in LLS Foreign Policy and the

New World Order” in Washington
on October 10.

government perhaps had little

Early in September on the pay tribute to the dead heroes.
I_'i-, —
—————— = =
In this country and till the on dividend” published carlier
coming of the former in your esteemed daily on

President Ershad, there were
no reports of any indiscretions
on the part of Head of the
Government/Head of State.
During the time of the former
President, there were numer-
ous reports in the foreign
press, but these were banned
in this country. Only. after his
downfall, the reports began to
circulate very widely in the lo-
cal press which became free.

In a demotratic system of
government where .the press is
free, all holders of high offices
must distance themselves from
all the basic human weak-
nesses, otherwisc they may be
blackmailed or suffer extreme
humiliation in society affecting
not only their career but also
their loving image to their
dear near ones.

Shahabuddin Mahtab
El'nlq:.

Tax

Sir, | would like to refer to
the letter of Mr Sadek Alce

under the caption "Income Tax

21.7.91. ]_I't:ﬂl inclined to stale
something in this connection.

The letter writer has said
that his daughter had to pay
Tk. 5/- against her dividend
income to Tk. 50/-. It is noth-
ing wonder for the earlier gav-

‘ernment which had imposed

Jamuna, Relief and
Development surcharges even
on small savers' bank accounts.
In the face of widespread re-
sentment, the present gov-
ernment in the last budget ex-
empted such charges in case
of such accounts where total
balance did not exceed Tk.
5000/-. But at the same time it
has also been prescribed that
even if the balance exceeded
by Taka 1/- a sum of Tk. 120/-
would be deducted as tax
against such accounts.

It is true that in a welfare
state the subjects owe a re-
sponsibility to Fﬂ}r rents, rales
and taxes to lorm the State
Consolidated Fund to run the
day to day administration of
the country. But the former

sympathy and concern for the
commonman and thus reck-
lessly imposed taxes on all util-
ity services to such an extent
that it exceeded all past
records. It was very much ex-
pected from the democratic
government that it would at
least withdraw the taxes last
imposed on all items to pro-
vide instant reliefl to the tax-
ridden common mass.

In this connection | venture
to suggest as follows : 1)
Savings Accounts from 5001/-
to 10,000/- should be taxed an
untform sum of Tk. 20/00. and
Tk. 10001 to 15,000, Tk. 40/

2) Tax on dividend income
should be tax fee upto certain
lirmdt Tk. 500.00. It should
be Tk. 5/- for dividend income
urm Tk. 2,000/-. And similar
slab f necessary. 3)
Development Surcharge and
Excise duty on utility services
should be exem for bills
where amounts [all below Tk,
2000/- and a certain percent-
age when it exceeds that limit.

_—

4) That in view of serious suf-
ferings u‘:‘cgmph of the lower
strata, s taxes and charges

'should not be imposed for at

least five years in case of utility
bills upto Tk. 500/-.

M Ibne Gias
Plassey, Dhaka

Smuggling in EPZ
| units
Sir, Please refer report on
above m:!rp seven of your

daily da October 12. | am
surprised at the report stating
‘enterprises said did not
know that the contrabands
were coming with the con-
signment’.

How can one believe such
statement when illegal
worth crores of Taka are

e gl e i, Sy

in form of revenue. Please

do publish or inform of stated

BE enquiry report that
should be an eye opener to all.
Md Akiar Hossain,
Shantibagh., Dhaka.



