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Western to be released soon :
A western hostage held in Beirut will be released within a
few days, Israel television said on Saturday, reports Reuter
from Jerusalem.

There may also be "a limited release” of Shi'ite prisoners
held under lsraeli control in a south Lebanon prison. it added.

Earlier on Saturday, Israeli military authorities said they
had received definite evidence of the death of Isracli ser-
viceman Yossi Fink, kidnapped in 19886,

Cuellar's to attend ME confce :

UN Secretary General Javier Perez de Cuellar said Saturday
he would be sending an envoy to the Mideast peace talks in
Madrid scheduled for October 30, reports AFP from New
York. '

Eduard Brunner, Switzerland's Ambassador to Washington,
will attend the opening of the talks with a small diplomatic

team, Perez de Cuellar said at a press conference on

He added that he was glad the peace talks would take
lace and congratulated US Secretary of State James Baker

E:r his efforts to convene them.
Lankan forces strategic island :
a strategic fsland off the north

Sri Lankan forces captu
coast from Tamil separatist rebels, a military spokesman said
on Saturday, reports Reuter from Colombeo.

He said the forces launched a land, sea and air operation
on F to take the island of Mandativu. five km (three
miles) from the Jaffna peninsula, the guerillas’ stronghold.

Two smaller islands were also captured from the rebels
after a flerce two-day battle, the spokesman said.

The operations were part of a major thrust against the
Liberation Tigers of Eelam, who are fighting for a Tamil
homeland in the north and east of Sri Lanka.

The spokesman said the separatists were believed to have
suffered casualties.

Nine killed in Indian train mishap :

At least nine people were killed when a passenger express
crashed headlong into a stationary freight train at a railway
station in the southern Indian state of Andhra Pradesh
Saturday, reports AFP [rom New Delhi.

Some 60 other passengers in the Naraspur-Hyderabad ex-
press were injured, many of them serifously, in the accident
in Vijaywada region, the Press Trust of India (PT1) quoted of-

ficials as saying in the state capital Hyderabad.
No further detalls were available.

EMMEﬁMm’:mﬂ:mk nEpi:rmrd:

when t and rebel tors signed an agreement

that both sides will form the basis often eventual peace

accord, reports AP from Rome.
Under the terms of the agreement signed Friday. the

rebels , once both sides to a date for a truce, to
honour a cease-fire and give up armed struggle.
For its part, the formerly Marxist mment p not

to interfere with rebel efforts to establish contacts outside
the country and to allow the rebels to meet with mediators
inside . The government also pledged that when
a series of other agreements are signed, it will not pass any
laws contrary to the agreements.

Both sides agreed to work as rapidly as le to reach a
general peace agreement in the talks that are now in their
eighth round in Rome.

Relief convoy in Croatia ends -
An International relief convoy evacuating 109 woun
m&nmﬂwbﬂhpd Croatian town of Vukovar reached
its destination Sunday after a dramatic 18-hour journey,

r:pnttl Reuter from
n for the international humanitarian group
Ii:dlcln: Sans Frontiers said the 12-vehicle mercy convoy

reached a makeshift hospital in the Croatian village of Novi
Mikhanovci.

“It's really good news." spokeswoman Anne-Marie Huby
said.

“The convoy' reached Novi Mikhanovel at one am”
(midnight).
The
Sa
the

ran a gauntlet of mortar and
in Vukovar and two nurses were when one of
ran over a landmine, both suffered broken legs and

fire on

Zaire's new cabinet meet
held in blazing sun

KINSHASA. Oct 20: Zaire's
new cabinet held its first

meeting in the blazing sun on
after Prime Minister

Lenin Museum
faces uncertain
future

, ODet 20

Lenin Museum. a mﬁi turm-
-century red-Brick

of-the

inierfere with the meeting just
oulside.
The latest r struggle be-
tween the two arch-foes came
the day after a spokesman for
Mobutu declared thal
Tshisekidi's government for-
med on Monday night was
fllegal because the Prime
Minister had struck out key
part of his investiture docu-
ment.
Earlier. a deflant Tshisekedi
with ctvil guardsmen
to let him into his office and
when that fafled he sat down
in a nearby grassy area and said
he would meet with his cabi-
net there later in the day.
“You should not obey orders
from a thief, the 58-year-old
Tshiseked! told the 50 or so
who barred his way
to the Prime Minister's office
in a residential area of the

tnl.hl:dnlﬂltiutmtn
trusted to me by the people of
the republic of Congpn.

Foreign millionaires refuse to Jostle for US citizenship

WASHINGTON, Oct 20:
Ordinary peopie line up, wait it

out or even sncak in. But a new
immigration so far
has shown that mil-
lionaires do not jestle for
American citizenship, reports
AP.

1 Sodeaing doiat o] the
lays in relcasing dctails of the
programme, and some lax
disincentives, are responsibie
for the slow start in a novel

approach to attracting wealthy

Thmm
immigration Act of

1990, which went into effect
October |, includes an allot-
ment of 10,000 permanent
residence visas annually to the
families of those who invest at
icast one millon Dollar in en-
terprises that create 10 or
more new jobs.

But more than two wecks

MADRID: File pictare shows the Madrid Royal Palace where the Middle East peace
conference will take place on October 30.

DAMASCUS, Oct 20: PLO
chiel Yasser Arafat today con-
cluded a 24-hour vlllt here
and left for Jordan after agree-
ing with Syrian officials to con-
venec a mini-Arab summit
ahead of a- Middle Est peace

conference later this
month, reports AFP.
Arafat Saturday in

talks with Syrian President
Hafez al-Assad to convene a
five-party Arab summit to forge
common strategy ahead of the
conference due to open in
Madrid on October 30, a PLO
official source said.

Yasser Abed Rabbo said of-
ficials from Syria, Lebanon,
Jordan, Egypt and the
Palestine Liberation Organisa-
tion would be meet in the next
few days.

The mini-summit would
also ensure that no Arab par-
ties would broker separate
agreements at the Middle East
peace conference and cnsure
that the forum be based on US

Security Council Resolutions

‘242 nm'l 338 stipulating an

Israecli withdrawal from occu-
pied territory, Abed Rabbo
said.

The United States and the
Soviet Union on Friday invited
Arab and Isracli leaders to a

pcace conference to scttle
their 43-year-old conflict.

A 72-year-old doctor [rom
the Isracli-occupied Gaza Sirip
will lead the 14-member Pal-
estinian to a Middle
East peace confercnce, Arab

sources saild here Satu
Haidar | Shnmlm

figurcs among 14 others in a
complete list of potential
Palestinian delegates to the fo-
rum. which was handed earlfer
Saturday to US Consul General
Molly Williamson. they said.

The list is the secomd given
to the Americans by
Palestinian representative
Fatsal Husseini.

Hussenini on Friday gave US
Secretary of State James Bﬂ.hcr

—AFP /UNB photo.

Arafat convenes mini
Arab summit soon

a list of ntlal delegates to a
joint. Fnltntlninnw.lurdinlln
delegation before Baker an-
nounced here that a confer-
ence would open in Madrid
October 30.

Baker said their identities
met requirements set by Israel
and the United States, but
later a state department offi-
cial described the list as in-
complete.

Willlamson on Friday

_handed Husseini an invitation

to the conference for the
Palestinian delegates.

According to a western
diplomat here, Husseini will in
effect lead the delegation
although his name will not be
on the list and he will not be
present at the conference hall.

This, the diplomat said,
would allow the Palestine
Liberation Organisation (PLO)
to claim control over the

Pnleutini.nn delegates.

- C'wealth to continue monitoring

polls i in member-countries

HARARE, Oct 20 :
Commonwealth leaders were
yesterday reported to ‘have
agreed to a recommendation
to have factlity to monitor elec-
tions in member-countries,

reports PTIL

The 10-nation high-level
appraisal up, including

ja, felt such a facility
would help member-countries
reinforce democracy.

The Commonwealth

Secretariat plans to send a 13-
member observer team 1o
monitor Zambta’'s first multi-
party elections in about two
decades

The Secretariat is quite
happy about the results
achieved sending similar
teams to rve clections in
Ha h and Malaysia re-
cently. .
India feels that the
Commonwealth should provide
such an assistance on request,
hul does not see a merit in

institutionalising the arrange-
ment.

A Commonwealth

Secretariat spokesman said
the ad-hoc system where the
Commonwealth provided elec-
tion observer missions on re-
quest had worked.
. "We would ltke to consider
doing more than going in at
the end of elections”, she told
a press briefing.

The high-level group. set up
to identify, the role of the
Commonwealth in the 1990s,
identified the protection of the
fundamental principles of
democracy. good governance
and human rights as new arcas
of cooperation.

The group chairman. Prime
Minister hir Mohammad
of ia, said due consider-
ation should be given to the
development needs of the
third world while promoting
these principles.

The group set out guide-

lines for the establishment of
Commonwealth greups to ob-
serve elections in member-
countries.

"We believe that such mis-
sions would assist member-
‘countries in reinforcing demo-
cratic process and institutions,
said the group in its report.

The group said the
Commonwealth Secretary-
General would need, in the
case of an independent coun-
try. an express invitation from
the government concerned
and be assured directly by po-
litical parties of their support.

This condition was in
recognition ol the sensitivities
and essential differences be-
tween sending an observer
mission for self-determination
and decolonisation as in
Southern Rhodesta, Zimbabwe
in 1980 and observing elec-
tlnnl in an independent coun-

UNITED NATIONS, Oct 20-
Iraq's surprising success in sc-
cretly building a nuclear
weapons programme makes
experts fear t other coun-
trics could vault into the nu-
clear club, reportp AP.

had the advantage

to finance its 10
lar nuclear pro-
-nd its closed society
under Saddam Hussein kept
the programme a secret. UN
experts say Ilraq might have
perfected an atom bomb given
another 15 months.
s defeat in the
Gulf . h forced it to
open its laboratories and mili-
tary bases to UN inspectors,
resulted In the discovery of a

wcapons programme that as-

of ofl rru:
billion

! tonished scientists with its

into programme¢ the
Imugrnhn -n-:l Naturalisation
Scrvice says it has received
about 100 applications,

led by nine from Tajlwan.
"People arc sniffing but not
biting,” said Washington fmmi-

gration lawyer Paul Allen.

The hesitation of the rich
contrasts to the scene outside
a suburban W post of-
fice recently, when thousands
lined up for days to file mil-
Hons of for a spe-
cial dispensation of 40,000

rmanent residence visas to

granted on a first-come
first serve basis.

should pick up

Applications
after the INS publishes
tions on the programme
reduce the investment

mn;tnm.mnl)ulhrhf
rural or inner-city areas and

breadth, complexity and ad-
vanced stage ol" development,
As for other countries that
could surprise the West with
advanced atomic and ther-
monuclear weapons pro-
gramme, “There are plenty,”
saild Dianna Edensword, re-
scarch analyst for the
Wisconsin Project on Nuclcar
Arms Control in Washinglon.
“The obvious suspecis are
North Korea, South Alrica,
Argentina, Brazil, Pakistan,
India, Libya, Tatwan, the Soviet
republicsm South Korca,

A.I'rrln. Israel and Ian," she

Hk:hu-l Brower, director of
resecarch of the Union of
Concerned Scientists, nomi-
nated North Koreca and
Pakistan as the two countries

should better define the in-
vestor's legal and financial

Harold Ezell, a former INS
Western region commissfoner
and now an immigrant consul-
tant in Los Angeles, said in a

hone, call from Austria that
Elc was finding "solid kinds of
interest” among Europeans.

Ezell, who was conducti
seminars in Germany
Austria on the said

potential investors had pro-
posed enterprises in commer-
cial printing a chain of
Bavartan restaurants and high-

. #Jr u-ﬁd

80 to 90 inquiries from MHong
Kong, where thousands of In
vestors -Irudyh-u-nu‘rl

ey

Pakistan, N. Korea to become
nuclear powers : UN

likely to cross the nu-
l:ll.'nr id next.
“Pakistan i1s fairly well un-
derstood, but | think we don't
know very much about North
Korea's programme. They
might well surprise us with
the extent ol their pro-
gramme,” he said in a tele-
phone iInterview f[rom his
Cambridge, Mass oflice.
"Other countries have the
disadvantage that they don't
have Iraq’'s immense oil rev-
enucs, so it's a little hard to
imagine that any other country
would have such a vast nuciear
* Brower said. :
weapons experts found
the "smoking gun® In Iraq's
thermonuclear weapons pro-

Emm: in a Sept 23 raid In

havens hﬂu:l:-ﬂ hullir;:;
in anticipation of China's
takeover of the British colony.
Canada’s pr-lr--:;,
slarted in 986, requires
220,000 Deollars. Australia,
with a smaller in 1990
attracted 10,000 settlers who
bruu#nt 1.3 billion Dollars in to

E:pﬁ'llﬂﬂmul
laws which interna-

ttonal businessmen to

Two Harljans
killed in Orissa

NEW DELHI, Oct 20 : At
least two lelj-.nl, or Hindu
untouchables, were killed and
16 when a rival group
at a Harijan residential
district in the castern state of
Orissa, the Press Trust of India
(PTI) said Saturday, reports
AFP,

Twenty-two houses set on
fire or razed to the ground in
the attack that took place late
Friday in Gaudiabarda village in
Orissa's r district.

Of the two dead, onc was
burnt alive, police were quoted
as

Fifteen people were ar-
rested in connection with vio-
lence, which followed an un-
explained row between the
Harfjans and the rival group,
who were from the same v‘f
lage, police were reported as
saying, : .

The news agency did not
say il the late night raiders
were from an upper caste,

Bodies of former
Romanian CP
leaders shifted

from mausoleum

BUCHAREST, Oct 20: The
bodies of former Romanian
Communist leaders were
transferred Saturday from a
mausoleum in the centre of
Bucharest to a cemetery on the
outskirts to make way for the
Romanian unknown soldier,
reports AFP.

The transfer was carried
out by city hall officials in line
with a government decision
taken last month.

The huge red and black
marble mausoleum built in the
1950's in Liberty Park, served
as a resting place for Romanian
Communist leaders including
Gehorghe Gheorghiu-Dej,
General Secretary of the
Romanian Workers' Party and
D Ptru Groza, the first Prime
Minister of the Stalinist
regime installed in 1945.

Trailer-bus

collision 1n
Karachi: 9
killed, 45 hurt

KARACHI, Oct 20: At least
nine people were killed and
45 injured in a collision be-
tween a passenger bus and a
trailer, police said today, re-
ports AFP,

The collision occurred late
Saturday when a bus tyre burst
as the vehicle was travelling
from Hydrabad to Karachi on
the super highway about 100
kilometre (60 miles) north of
here.

The injured were rushed to
hospitals where several people
were listed in serious condi-
tion.

Turks go to poll
to elect new
govt

ANKARA, (Turkey) Oct 20:
million Turks went to
the polls Sunday to elect a new
government to steer the
country through difficult eco-
nomic times and changing
conditions in the unstable re-
gion, reports AP.

At stake are 450 scats in a
single-chamber parliament. Six
main parties are flelding can-
didates. The polls close at 5
pm (1500 GMT) and unoflicial

results expected Monday
momming.

The poll is widely expected
to end the eight-year

monopoly on power enjoyed by
the Motherland Party led by
Prime Minister Mesut Yilmaz.
Opposition [igures have
promised to oust President
Turgut Ozal, Motherland's
founder, if they win.

Yilmaz, a 44-ycar-old
economist, called the clections
a year carlier than required to

give the opposition less time |

1o capitalize on persistent 70-
percent inflatfon and other
resurgent cconomic problems.

But despite a big-budget

focusing on Yilmaz's
and dynamism, pre-
Is indi-

youl
election opinion

The Baily Star 5

Off the Record
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Boeing lets Baker down

SHANNON (Ireland) :

US Secretary of State James Baker

was stranded for several hours in a Irish alrpur'l on Sﬂh].l‘dﬂj‘

after an engine in his 30-
year-old plane was damaged
on landing for a refueling
stop, reports Reuter.
back to

Baherh on his way
Washington alh':r a ell
Middle East peace srrnluui?:ﬁ
wandered around the de-
serted lobby of the afrport
while technicians tried to fix
the fault. .

Baker's ageing boeing 707,
commissioned in the Iate
1950s, has broken down sev-
eral times in the past. The
plane entered service during
the Eisenhower administra-
tion and s older than some
of the pilntu who [ly it

crew said a small ob-
j:ct entered and damaged
onc of engine fans. They
contacted bnelng headquar-
ters in Seattle for advice and
werl: told to file the damaged
hand.

Fla er lcaves Washington ng un on Tucsday for

peace conference on Cambodia.

T
o

the Paris

_' L - &
Panda's mid-air dinner
- LONDON: An 11-year-old giant panda called Ming Ming
was [lown into Britain yesterday after an mid-air dinner of

bamboo shoots and apples,
Like anyone who has just

and Alaska, said an airline official, "1 would |
looking forward to having a good

Reuter.
from China via Hong Kong
ne she's

stretch and a good sleep.”

Ming-Ming, a gifl from China to replace London zoo's Chia-
Chia who died at the age of 19 in Mexico City a week ago, is
expected to boost Lthe fortunes of the debt-laden zoo.

"She has eaten bamboo shoots and apples during the jour

ney. It's now a matter of get

her settled in before she's

ready to meet the public next week,” said head keeper Mick

Carman.

Looking lively and alert, Ming-Ming sniffed the air as the

aircraft doors opcned.
well,” said Carman.

"She seems to

have travelled very

Clarence Thomas says
he's now a better person

WASHINGTON: Clarence Thomas joined the US Supreme

Court on Friday
White House lawn, saying

in an elaborale
the bitter battle over his confirma-

-in ceremony on the

tion had made him a better person, reports Recuter.

Thomas, 43, held one
hand up and put the other on
a Bible as he took the cath
[rom Supreme Court Justice
Byron White with President
George Bush and about 1,000
relatives, fricnds and officials
looking on in warm sunshine,

Clarence Thomas has
endured America at its worst,
and he's answered with
America al its best, he brings
that hard-won experience to
the lligh Court, and America
will be the better for it, Bush
told the crowd.

Alluding carefully to the
ideological fight over his
nomination to the country's

highest arbiter of laws, the bespectacled Thomas said he had

been through many difficult days.
day in October at the White House, lhl.n

But on this sunny

is joy, joy in the morning, he said to applause.

North forced to lie

NEW YORK: Oliver North says in a new book he {s con-
vinced Ronald Reagan "knew everything” about the Iran-

Contra affair when he was President, and that he was pressed

by an aide to then Vice President, George

Bush, a US Senator

and a millionaire to say Reagan kncw nothing of the scheme,

reports Reuter,

North, the former White
House aide at the heart of the
scandal that shook the

administration, wrole
that at the time the scandal
broke, in November 1986, hc
thought Reagan knew about
the illcgal arms sales to Iran
and the diversion of the
procceds to Nicaraguan
Contra rebels fghting the
leftist Sandinista govern-

- ment.

"And now, five years later,
| am even more convinced
President Reagan knew cv-
erything,” North says in ex-
cerpt from the book,"Under
Fire.” The excerpts, to be

published in next week's Time magazine, were releascd on

Saturday.
"Ronald

knew and approved a great deal of what

went on with both the Iranjan initiative and the private supply
efforts on behalf of the Contras and he reeetved regular, de-
tailed briefings on both topies,” North wrote.

Yeltsin orders Chechen-Ingush
rebels to surrender arms

MOSCOW, Oct 20 : Boris
Yeltsin, facing a wave of ethnic
unrest along Russia's southern
rim, demanded on Saturday

that separatist leadcrs in the
Chechen-Ingush repubhc had

cated the Motherland would | over their weapons and cviwu

lose its lead

ond choice” for Hong Kong
businessmen, he said. "'n-:ey
would rather come here.”
Meanwhile, thousands of
tion In the new me.
Many are serfous, while some
hope to unload while elephants
foreigners.

ate captured governmonl

businesses.”

“Promoters are running all
up and down the coast organis-
ing seminars,” said Jim
Cunningham. Cunningham said
the programme was both an
opportunity to stimulate the
local economy and to “attract
to this country the best and
the brightest.

But Rep, John Bryant, D-
Texas, a vooal epponent of the
investment when it

was being
last year

He said it went against a
tradition of equality in acecpt-
ing immigrants and was “an
embarrassment for us, trying
te lare people ‘;‘h“'h
promise of being a to buy
your citizenship.”

buildings, reports Reuter.
In a statement addressed to

the National Congress of
Chechen people, in open
armed rebellion in the north-
ern  Transcaucastan capital
Groeny. he said he would take
all legal measures to enforce
his order after a three-day
grace pertod.

Iin the course of recent
weeks, the peaceful land of the
Chechen-Ingush (republic) has
become an arena for mass dis-
orders and armed clashes,
Yeltsin, President of the
Russian Federation, said in a
statement. reported by Tass

KGB and other bulldings in
Grosny, are locked in a strug-
with the area's Russian-

ked

The Russian parliament, re-
rﬂiﬂ to an escalation of vi-
action last week unless

sition forces surrendered

l



