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Pakistan fancied for Sharjah

SHARJAH, Unt-
ted Arab
Emirates, Oct 14:
Pakistan is
seriously ti
[ to beat India Pﬂ
dhe West Indies in the 3-nation
Wills Trophy cricket im
ternational which staris
Thursday in this southcrn Gull
emirate, reports AP,
. The 7-day tournament is
organised by the Crickclers’
Benefit Fund Series. The Fund
has put up nearly one million
dollars to stage this cricket fi-
esta in the desert.
- The outfield in the stadium
is already lush with mown
and is being watcred 6-7
rs daily. The batting pitch
is fine tuned for the speed-
sters and a team which could
score more than 300 runs
should win the maich.
¢ Each country plays the
other twice before the final on
Oct 25. »
West Indies, once the
thampion cavaliers of one-day
cricket, will have to put forth a
new bagof tricks as their old
firm of Viv Richards, Gordon
Greenidge, Desmond Haynes
and Malcolm Marshall are all

Azharuddin

missing [rom the team here.

‘akistan have the phenom-
enal Wagar Younis and Wasim
Akram in their bowling attack,
while Salim Malik the bats-
man, is in top form. Javed
Miandad, the vice captain
whose heroics at Sharjah are
legendary, is still regarded as
the best middle-order batsman
in the world. A back injury has
kept him from his best for the
past season.

India's Mohammad Azhar-
uddin will lead the Indian
campaifn. The team has three
uncapped players — Vinod
Kambli {(batsman), and medium
pacers Javagal Srinath and
Subrato Banerjee.

Although the team includes
tried and tested veterans like
Ravi Shastri (vice captain),
Kapil Dev and Novojit Siddhu, *
there is fine blend of youth in
Sachin Tendulkar, the 18-yecar
old batting secnsation and
Sanjoy Manjrckar, along with
the prowess ol caplain
Azharuddin.

TEAMS

India Mohammad

(Caplain), Ravi
Wookeri - Raman,
S Siddhu, Sanjay

Shastri,
Navjyot

Manjrekar, Sachin Tendulkar,
Kapil Dev, Kiran More, Manoj
I'rabhakar, Anil Kumble,
Venkatapthy Raju, Javagal

Srinath, Vinod Kambli and

Subrato Banerjee.

Pakistan - Imran Khan
(Captain), Sajid All, Rameez
Raja, Salim Malik, ljaz Ahmed,
Javed Miandad, Wasim Akram,
Aaqib Javed, Waqgar Younis,
Wasim Hyder, Akram Raza,.
Mushtaq Ahmed, Moin Khan,
Ghulam Al.

West Indies - Richic
Richardson (Captain), Gus
Logie (Vice Captain), Phil

Simmons, Clayton Lambert,
Carl Hooper, Brian Lara, Keith
Athcrton, Jefl Dujon, Curtley
Ambrose, lan Bishop, Patrick
Patterson, Winston Benjamin,
Courtncy Walsh and Ahderson
Cummins.

SHARJAH FIXTURE
Oct 17: Pakistan vs West Indics
Oct 18: PPakistan vs India .
Oct 197 India vs West Indics
Octl 20: Rest day
Oct 21: Pakistan vs Weslt Indics
Oct 22: Pakistan vs India
Oct 23: India vs West Indies
Oct 24: Rest day
Oct 25: Final.

Chinese take Chang to heart

BEWING, Oct 14:
Michael Chang
will be far of the
crowd favourite
when the Mar-
Iboro Champion-
lhig: tennis tournament ope
in Bc

AP

-
ijing on Tuesday, r:porTa

"You have become the hero
of the Chinese people,” a
Xinhua News journalist
told Chang at a news confer-
ence Monday. evening, hours
after the Chinese-American
player arrived in his ancestral
home for the first time.
+ Other Chinese journalists
asked Chang to offer words of
advice to young Chinese tennis
layers and crowded around
for autographs.
. Chang, 19, the only player
of Chinese descent to reach

Lhe world top 10 ranking, said '

he hoped his example would
copcourage more Chinese to
play tennis.

“To me it doesn't make any
sensc that the Chinese can be
so good in table tennis and not

MICHAEL CHANG
8 successlul in tennis,” he
said. "I believe the rcason is

Graf retains title

ZURICH, Oct 14: Stefli Graf
successfully defended her
European Indoor title when
she wore down determined
vpponent Nathalie Tauziat to
take the final 6-4, 6-4 on

‘Sunday, reports Reuter.

The world number two's

victo was her 15th over
angwmn Tauziat in as
‘many meetings.
- But the sixth-seceded
Tauziat, who knocked out sec-
ond seed Gabriela Sabatini of
Argentina in the quarter-finals,
‘won the admiration and ap-
plause of the capacity erowd
for her sparkling serve-and-
volicy game.

Gral, the top seed, used her

formidable forehand to devas-

tating effect throughout the 70
minute match but stayed vir-

tually glued to the baseline.

~ A service break in U ih

gamec gave the German de-
fending champion the first sct
in just 28 minutes.

Both players had trouble
with their service in Lhe sec-
ond set and traded breaks for
the first four games.

The 22-year-old Gral re-
gained the initiative and went
5-4 up with another break be-
fore serving out for the maitch
helped by a string of unforced
errors from her opponent.

"I expected a hard fight
after her good wins in the car-
lier matches”, said Gral, who
won the title in 1987 and
1989 as well as last year. "I
concentrated on playing stecady
tennis and in the end wore her
down.”

The triumph added a fur-
ther 70,000 dollars to Graf's
carcer earnings which have
already - topped eight million
dollars

Vicini faces the axe
as Italian coach

Sacchi would get the job.

“l think it's time to change
many things." the league
president told Sunday's
Gazzetta Sportiva newspaper.

"Above all we need a new.
more modern mentality. more
in step with 's soccer, We
need men who are motivated,
whe haven't won much and
who want to win a lot more.”
he said.

But Italy’s sports press gave
Vicini, natidnal coach for the
past five years. a warm
welcome home from Moscow.

“italy holds its head high.
the end of an era,” headlined

Vicini's long-expected the Gazzetta Sportiva.
dismissal will be "Addio old Italy.” said the
settled when the ltalian ue Corriere Dello Sport.
managemen! meets on F : Victnd himself was reluctant
Italian mcmm Antonio (0 be drawn on Italy’s future
Matarrese rmed Vieini meu
:ﬂ;:‘tmws;hmd but -D:IJ“H “Given how this team

nt on reports 1 played. | doubt
former AC Milan trainer Arrigo  are finished. oy m—h S

Farn '

they just haven't given it a try.
Part of why I'm out here is I
wanl to encourage Chinese
youths to take up tennis.”

Chang was born in the
United States, but has a 91-
ycar-old ggeat-grandmother he
has never met in the southern
Chinese city of Canton. He said
he did not expect to have time
to visit her this trip but hoped
to come back. '

Tennis still has the status of
an elite sport in China. A few of
the top leaders play, including
the chairman of the National
Pecople's Congress, Wan' Li. But
lennis courts are found only in
large cities and then generally
only at universities or spccial
sports complexes.

Chang, currently ranked
20th in the world, plays Paul
Haarhuis of the first round
Tuesday of the Marlboro
Championships’ round-robin
competition. Other rounds will
be played in Hong Kong.

Chang has lost in the finals
of the Marlboro Champion-
ships the past (wo ycars. He
was dclecaled by Crzechoslovak
Miloslav Mccir in 1989 and
lvan Lendl in 1990.

Lendl, ranked fourth in the
world, is in the competition
again this year. Other ranked
players included Spaniard
Emilio Sanchez, ranked 12th,
and American David Wheaton,
ranked 13th.

Chang burst into promi-
nence in 1989 when, at age
17, he became the youngest
man ever to win the French
Open. He was sidelined later
that year with a fractured hip,
but said hc thinks he's now
playing Letter tennis than be-
fore the injury.

Championships promoter
Gordon Martin of Ken Catton
Enterprises said organizers
have been trying for several
ycars to bring Chang to Betfing.
Chang saild he was to have
come In 1989, but "because of
!I}t* situation In Tiar inmen
Square | wasn't able to come.

Chang was referring to the
massive pro-democracy
protests cenlered around the
square in Beifing that were
suppressed by the military.
The Chinese translator at the
news conference, apparently
uneasy at the mention of the
protests, left out the reference
in his translation and also
failed to fully translate a ques-
tion about how Chang felt
coming to an officially atheist
country.

Chang is known as a devout
Christian.

“I've very much pleased to
be in Betfing.” Chang said. *I
am a Christian and I've come
lo play some good tennis.”

A Soviet 1-2

ATIHIENS, Oct 14: Oksana
Skaldina of the Sovict Union
won fhe overall title at the
world rhyjhmic gymnastics

championships here Sunday
with 39.575
iriot Alcxa
39.450.
llulgaria's Mila Marinova
scorcd 39.250 for the bronze
—tnacial

ints to compa-
ra Timochenko's

-

-'-i-H-'E

Grand champion Hoku Toumi (L) prepares to throw Asahifuji in the Grand Sumo Japan

Festival Tournament at the Royal Albert Hall in London on Oct 13.

—AFP photo

Hosts Kiwis shock Soviets

AUCKLAND, Oct
14 : The Soviet
Union men's hoc-
key team, top
sccds at the Oly-
mpic  qualifying
tournament and sixth ranked
in the world, suffered a shock
2-1 defeat here today to hosts
New Zealand, reports AFP.
While foreign commenta-
lors had been tipping an easy
Soviet win, the Kiwis led by
Peter Daji had been quietly

confident of their first ever

with owvr = Ly
Th . WOere

not he ped by ving  aving two

substitutes on the bench while
their management pleaded
poverly and demanded New
Zealand pay their meal bills

while they are here.
The star for the Kiwis was

John Radovonich who worked
tirclessly at inside right
throughout the 70 minutes and
was rewarded with an excel-
lent goal in each half.

The Soviet Unfon werc at a
scll-infllicted disadvantage.

It was the first time they
had been on the water-based
turfl since arriving in New
Zealand Saturday.

In addition, with a team ol
only 13 players, they had just
one [leld player on- the bench
and a rcserve goalkeeper.

Still, the New Zcalanders
revelled in the victory over a
stronger Soviet Union side
than the one they were drawn
against three months ago al

the six nations tournament in

In that competition the
Soviels werg without their
captain and lop goalscorer, Sos
E

Airapctian, who stopped many
New Zealand attacks today in
his sweeping role.

Scrgei Pleshakov, the 33-
year-old twin brother of Sovict
goalkeeper Viadimir
Pleshakov, scored after a shot
from the right went through
the legs of New Zealand
keeper lan Woodley.

New Zealand coach Kevin
Towns said the result over the
top-ranked team was a perfect
start to the tournament.

"When they went out, |
thought they looked a bit un-
derdone. In Lhe [irst 20 min-
utes, we didn't have as much
posscssion as we should have

had."

"We've playcd better. Our 1-
1 draw with Australia was a
better performance. In fact,
our 2-5 loss to Australia was
better than this.”

Tragically for New Zealand
Daji broke his left leg and will
nol play in the rest of the
lournament.

Aflter little more than 40
minutes Daji was struck on the
lcg ncar the Sovict circle.

He continuced to play for five
minutes until "something/went
crack.”

Daji, playing his 123rd in-
ternational, was carried off the
field.

Kiwis call Soviet bluff

AUCKLAND, Oect
14: New Zealand
would not be
"blackmailed” in-
to paying the food
bill for wvisiting
Soviet hockey players, New
Zealand Hockey Federation
(NZHF) chairman David Apple-
by said today, reports AFP.

The Soviets, who are the
top seeds In the Olympic quali-
fying tournament here, had
threatened to walk out unless
New Zealand met their food
bill. However they played to-
c]iay, losing to the host team 2-

The NAHF is covering the’®
cost of bed and breakfast only
for all visiting players and offi-
cials, as is standard for inter-
national lournaments.

Applecby said the Soviets
were well awa == of *ha!l yet still
demanded their cutire food

Bondarenko's (iebut_
leaves Mota cold

PORTSMOUTH,
England, Oct 14;
Olympic 10,000
metres champion
Olga Bonda-renko
marked her
debut over 10 miles here on
Sunday by upsetting marathon
greal Rosa Mota in the Great
South Run, reports AFP.

The Russian clocked a
world-class 53 minutes 16
seconds alter being content to
run alongside Mota for first six
miles.

Bondarenko then broke
away from Portugal's Olympic
marathon champion and had
opened up a 30-metre gap by
seven miles, which she
in 37 minutes 18 seconds.

The Russian continued to
pile on the pressure to win by
22 seconds but Mota was satis-
fied with second place, having
undergone stomach surgery
earlier this year.

In the men's race Tanzanian
Thomas Naall destroyed the
field with an outs ing run

behind, while last year's
London marathon winner,
Alister Hutton, was third In
48 minutes 39 seconds.

IOC members
for life ban on
drug cheats

NAIROBI, Oct Members
of the International Olympic
Committee (JOC) on Satu
called for athletes caught using
performance -enhancing drugs
to be banned for life, reports
AFP.

The call was led uh'r
Talberg, the Finnish ol
the 10C's athletica commis-
shon.
Attending the mee were
star athletes Sebastian of
Britain and Edwin Moses of
the United States.

Moses, the 400-metre hur
dies world record holder, who
recently visited South Africa.
widd the should be ex

bill bc paid lor by the NZHF,

“This is simply a Russian
ploy, like the first move in a
chess game. They try it on ut
mosl lournaments th lo,”
he said. 64

"But we refuse to be black-
mailed in this way. There's no
way they wou'd expecel to be
treated differently than the
other tecams.”

Appleby refused 1o believe
the Soviets lacked mouney for
food.

“They'll play, and | don't
think they’ll go hungry either.
Phey have some pretty good
lender in their bags. It comes
in boltles,” he said.

"They said thoyv couldn't
cal. But the tournament rules
say we pay. for bed and break
fast and they make their own
arrangements for other meals.
W can't break the rules for
them.” he said.

Appleby said that when the
Soviets threatened to go home
unless given the moncy he told

them to go.
The ncwspaper said the

team would visit the Seovict
consulalc today to ask for help.

Defending champions
Armanitola JS will take on
newcomers Renaissance Club
in the inaugural match of the
AB Bank Metropolis table ten-
nis league today at the National
Coaching Centre.

The other matches billed
for simultaneous starts at four
this afternoon are Village
Defence Party (VDP) against
Paschim Jatrabari Young Boys
Club against Bangladesh Bank
Club and star-studded
Bangladesh Biman against
Purbachal Parishad.

. A::i‘.: Bangladesh Bank

mited, sponsering the league
for the second time, will bear
the total expense of the league
estimated at Taka seventy
thousand while the Bangladesh
Table Tennis Federation
(BTTF) will provide the logis-
tic and managerial support.

Twenty-eight city teams,
divided into four groups of
seven teams each will partici-
pate i the first phase of the
league which will conclude on
October 31. There are nine
[resh teams in this year's
league.

The participating teams are:
Group A: Armanitola JS, Village
Delence Party (VDP), Young
Boys, Ajax SC, Bangladesh Bank
Club, West Jatrabarl and
Renaissance,

Group B: Bangladesh Biman,
Young Stars, Swamibagh TTS,

Bata handball

Sports Reporter

K L Jubilee High School
scored an exciting 16-12 goals
victory over Shaheed Smriti
High School in the fourth Bata
school handball tournament
yesterday at the Outer Stadium
handball court.

Jubilce School were leading
8-5 at the breather.

Bikash and Sanchit with
lour goals each and Zafar and
Aminur with three goals each
were Lthe main goal scorers for
Jubilee School. -

Altaf with seven and Aftab "
with three goals fought bravely
for Shaheed Smriti School.

The other match of the day

between Cosmic International
School and Bashantek School
was abandoned eleven minulces
before the scheduled time due
to heavy downpour.

Sports Reporter

Pallima Sangsad, Kal Taru
Club, Kasaitully and PuF-rhnchnl
Parishad.

Group C: Bangladesh Textile
Mills Corporation (BTMC),
Armanitola Juniors, Young
Pegasus, Victoria SC, Dhaka
Medical College, Combined SC
and Swamibagh Boys.

Group D: Bangladesh Ansar,
Wari Club, Brothers Union,
NMS, Lalmatia Club, Cynthia
Sporting and Dhaka Mariners
Youngs Club.

Eight teams made up of the
two top teams from each of the
four groups will qualify for the
super league.

The league championship
will be decided on the points
earned in the super lcague.
The points of first phase will
not count in the super .

Two foreign players will be
permitted to play for a team in
the league after due approval
from the BTTF and clearance

of the players’ national federa-
tion

J a'nsherl pulls out
due to bad back

ISLAMABAD, Oct 14:
Jansher Khan, Pakistan's world
number one, said on Sunday he
would miss the forthcoming
United States, Canadian and
German Open squash champi-
onships because of a back in-
jury, reports Reuter.

"At the moment | do not
find myself in rhythm to bring
out good competitive squash in
the international competi-
tions,” the official APP news
agency quoted him as saying .
The tournaments will be held

over the next four weeks.
Jansher, who won both the

US and Canadian titles last
year, said he received the in-
jury a fortnight ago during
practice in Rawalpindi.

He said he was gong to the
US for medical treatment and
was dclermined to play in
December's World Cup in
Dubai and the Dutch Open.

Jansher's absence from the
US -and Canadian champi-
onships will inctease the
chances of arch rival Jahangir
Khan, who said last week he
was in good form and could
win both titles.

Jahangir bcat compatriot
Jansher in the Pakistan Open
last month.

AUCKLAND, Oct
14 : Former Oly-
mpic champions
India made an
impressive staft
in their campaign

to qualify for next year's
Barcclona Olympics men's
hockey event  ©beating

Switzerland 3-1 here today,
rcports AFP.

In a predictable and skillful
match India, the Pool B
favourites, made a good start to
their Olympic hockey cam-
paign menacing the Swiss for
most of the match and taking
the break on a comfortable 2-0
lead.

But not to be completely
embarrassed the Swigs hit
back late in the sccund-{lall' by
applying the pressure which
led to a free-hit conversion by
Manfred Vogel to make it 3-1.

Countless times, however,
the Indians attacked the Swiss
goal.

Striker Jagdev Singh
wcaved his way through the
Swiss defence to the delight of
the Indian supporters.

The match was marred in
the last few nutes when
Swiss goalkeeper Frank
Schneider threw off his hel-
met to protest at a penalty
corner decision.

After a short face-to-face
confrontation with the umpire
Schneider returned to his gaol
to make a quality save.

Despite jetlag, Canadian
striker Pat Caruso could still
manage two vital goals in his
side's first game of the tour-

Fine start by India

nament.

The hockey veteran hopped
off a plane only hours before
the Pool A clash against Japan
which Canada won 5-1 after a
slow start in the first spell
which finished at 1-1.

Caruso and teammate Lee
Tamkee each scored two of
the five field goals. Ireland won
a rather lacklustre, yet volatile
Pool A match against Italy 2-0.

Jimmy Kirkwood scored a
field goal in the first-half to
put his side 1-0 up and captain
Martin Sloan hammered a
penalty corner in the 55th
minute to clinch the game.

At one stage the Irish were
down to nine men afler two

players were shown the yellow
card.

France was no match far

Malaysia, losing their Pool B
game 3-1.

The French had plenty of
attack to offer particularly in
the first half, but they could
only capitalize in the 65th
minute by which time the
Malaysians had three goals on
the board.

Belgium's Philip wvan
Hemelen scored two of the
goals in his team's 4-0 win
against the United States.

The Americans played well
enough in the first-half to hold
the Belgians to 0-0.

But the Belgian team com-
pletely dominated the second-
halfl and only near misses saved
the United States [rom an even
greater thrashing.

!
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luded f the Olympics J
¢ rom

next year unless all races were N I e /
allowed to compete equally in | A .}, competition began yesterday at the Jatiya Press Club as part of the clubs 37th

e th'" country’s sports aseocis- founding anniversary on Oect 19 —Star photo

ol 47 mioutes 1] seconds as
the first |l runners dipped
under the 50-minute barrier
British “international Paul
Evans was sccond |5 seconds

sweep of the 200m sprint in last month's All Africa Games in
C.ﬂr-__ From left: Thompson (bronze), Tina Thegwab (gold) and Fatima Yusuf (silver). The
Nigerians once again finished top of the athletico-medal table, edging Kenya by a gold, as
they had done in the 1987 meet in Lagos.




