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No starvation death,
Lutfar tells Sangsad

State Minister for Reltel
Lutfar Rahman Khan Sunday
said the sent government
will not allow any ene to die
for want of food, reports UNB.

“"None died of starvation

an in the country”,
Khan said making a statement
in t on reliel activi

including the neorthern dis-
tricts.

He assured that all neces-
sary steps are being taken to
ensure that not a single person
dies for want of food.

Munir's martyrdom
goes almost
unnoticed

By Staff Correspondent

His sacrilice for the causc
ol democracy went almost un-
noticed.

Muniruzzaman Munir, a
student ol the Polytechnic
Institute at Tejgaon in the city,
was killed tn police [iring on
October 13 last year during an
anu-government demonstra-
tion by the All-Party Students
Unity.

Munir was the first martyr
since the All-Party Students
Unily was formd following the
October 10 sit-in demonstra.
tion by the mainstrcam oppo
sitton parties during which
over five people were killed
and hundrcds of others
wounded.

e 56-day mass movement
by  opposition political al-
llaneos. partics and student
orcanisilions Lthat culminated
in the lall of the autocratic
Ershad regime on December 8
slarted on Oclober 10 last
year.

According to available re-
ports no programmc other
than that by the¢ Awami’ Leaguc
backed Chhatra Lcague (S-A)
was held on Sunday to mark
the sacrifice of Munir.

Chhatra League (S-A) organ-
ised a briefl rally in the Dhaka

Universily campus o pay
tributes to the martyr.
However, [ronl organisa-

ons of both the ruling party
and the opposilion partics
held scparate programmes
paying respects to an Oclober
10 martyr, Jahid Tlossain alias
Jehad, a BNP-backed Chhatra
Dal lcader

Chhalra Leaguc (S-A) lcader
Quamruzzaman Ansari lold The
Daily Star that his organisation
drew the atlention of other
components of the now de-
funct All-Party Students Unity
(APSU) to draw up pro-
grammes on the martyrdom of
Munir. But no response was
reccived, he regretted.

Work resumes
at
MOSCOW, Oct B B

Employees of the Chernoby!
nuclear power plant resumed
their regular working sched-
ule Sunday following a fire that
destroyed part of the roof and
temporarily shut down a reac-
tor, an official said, reports AP.

Baker in Cairo

CAIRO, Oct 13 us
Secretary of State Jamcs Baker
arrived in Cairo today at the
outset of his cighth Middlc
East Peace shuttle since the
end of the Gull war,

gave a detalled break

up of loss of ltfe and damage to |

crops, property and infrastruc-
ture during three phascs ol
fleod this year.

Reliefl goods and cash
money totalling Tk 102 crory
were distributed among the
victims in the third phase of
flood that Scptember 6
and contin till October 7.

Of this, reliefl in cash and
kind amounting to Tk 60 crore
were distributed in 18 north-
ern districts affected by [lood,
the State Minister said.

Relief in the northern dis-
tricts include GR rice worth
Taka 9 crore 56 lakh and GR
wheat worth Taka one crore
98 lakh. Besides, wheal worth
Taka 28 crore 94 lakh were
distributed among the VGD
card holders.

Khan calegorically said
none had died of starvation in

the northern districts.

The State Minister for
Reliel said that the govern
ment divided the [lood-hit
northern districts into four
zones for smooth coordination
of reliefl operations.

He said that a number of
high oflicials in the Rclief
Ministry, five Joint Secrclaries
and seven Deputy Secrctarics
are engaged in conducting the
reliel activities in the northern
districts. Four ministers are
also engaged in supervising the
overall relief operations.

Khan said the Prime
Minister herself is taking per-
sonal care and initiative direct-
ing the concerned authorities
to conduct reliel opcration in
the flood affected areas.

Taking the floor, Chicf Whip
of the Opposition Mohammad
Nasim described 'untrue’ the
Relief Minister's claim that
nonc died of starvation.

He urged the Speaker to
allow the members o have a
[ull-dress discussion in the
Housc on scarcity ol food and
diarrhocal situation in the
northern districts,

"It's not true that none died
of starvation. In the past also,
many regimes uttered similar
words. We want to discuss the
situation and help the govern
menl.”

Speaker Sheikh Razzak Al
agreed with Nasim's proposal
for discussion on the subjcct
because of its urgency and ad-
vised him to move a fresh mo-
tion tomorrow under Rules 68,

DU nivals
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niversary of Maniruzzaman
Manir, a martyr in' the 1990
mass movement by holding a
rally and procession on cam-
pus.

The BCL rally blamed the
JCD of betraying the martyrs
by creating anarchy through
out the country to foil the stu-
dent movement to realise its
10-point demand.

It alleged that both the BNP
and its student front the JCD
were showing autocratic atti-
tude every aspect of dealing
with the opposition.

If it continued further, they
would have to face the same
fate the autocratic Ershad
government did.

The rally was addressed by
Quamruzzaman Ansari, Mamt-
azuddin Mehedi and S M
Kamal Hossain.

Investment Corporation
of Bangladesh

Shilpa Bank building (13th floor)
8, DIT Avenue, Dhaka

NOTICE

It 18 notified for the respectable
investors operating their in-
vestment accounts with ICB head
office and branch offices, that
Messrs Tamizuddin Textile Mills
Ltd has floated 210560 shares of Tk |
100.00 each, valued at Tk 210.56
lakh, for which last date of|
application is October 20, 1991. |
Investments intending to buy
shares of the aforesaid company |
are requested to contact the ICB |

offices.
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Shamsul Huq Chowdhury,

i

Convener of Coordination Counecil for r Associations

\ wd

presenting a bouquet to Chief Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed at a reception in his honour on

Sunday.

— Star photo

Hugq
ry and Aminul Hﬁ,

dressed the reception at-

tended by lawyers of the
Supreme Court.

G-7 to help USSR rise

from ruins of socialism

BANGKOK, Oct 13 : The
scven leading industrial pow.
crs rcached a historic agree
ment Sunday to help the
Soviet Unfon rebutld its ccon-
omy from the ruins ol social-
ism and join the world com-
munity, rcports AP,

A communique issucd by
the "Group ol Seven” finance
ministers after two days of
lalks with the Sovicts madce
no specilic pledges ol assis-
tance apart from the billions ol
dollars in humanitarian aid and
lechnical help alrecady
promised,

Grigory Yavlinsky, lcadcr ol
the Soviel delegation, said,
The goals we jointly want 1o
achicve are not far from us.”

"What we are secing here s
rcally for the first time the
Sovict Union engaging the
West in a level of detail which
is unprecedented,” US Federal
Reserve Board Chairman Alan
Greenspan told reporters. "'We
are actively engaged in discus-
sions on a range of issues
which will shift a centrally
planned economy to a market
cconomy.”

Greenspan
Bangkok cement “is nol a
wilershed” but “the beginning
ol what is going lo be a very
long and wvery dclailed pro-
UCSS.

The

said the

communique said

deputy linance ministers of the
scven countries would go o
Moscow soon to discuss spe-
cific programmes for eco-
nomic reconstruction.

Several offlicials said the
problem of helping the Soviets
was made worse by a lack of
detailed information on the
cconomy and Soviet
unfamiliarity with gencrally
accepted cconomic practices.

‘It's like the basic things
that we learned as a kid with a
paper roule, they never have
lcarned, although the Balue
countrics have some idea what
a market cconomy s all aboult,”
sald one scnior Canadian [i-
nance official, asking that his
nan not be used.

"They sullered cardiac ar-
rest and they need the whole
bloody team of doctors.”

US Treasury Secrcelary
Nicholas Brady refused to sct a
timetable for rebuilding the
Sovict economy. But he added
that the United States and the
other industrial powers “will
bc as responsive as we possibly
can in Lhe shortest space of
time.”

G-7 officials stressed, how-
ever, that the precess ol re-
building will be long and diffi-
cult. '

German officials said the
Sovicls did not make clear
how they plan to continuc re-

paying thcir debt, estimated at
68 billion dollars, but gaw as-
suranccs that both Moscow
and the breakaway republics
woere aware of their responsi-
bilitics.

“This is not yet a complete
solution for the econcretle ser-
vicing of debts,” German
Finance State Sccretary Horst
Kochler said.

French Economics Minister
Picrre DBercgovoy said the
Sovicts can mect their debt
payincnis, for two months.
Alter that, he said, the outlook
is uncertaln.

Canadian Finance Minister
Donald Mazankowski said he
was cncouraged Lhat the
Sovicls wanled o restore their
cconomy in a manner “that will
put in place Lthe basic lunda-
mentals for a truly market-ord-
enled cconomy.”

“There was clearly a request
on Ltheir part o engage in on-
going dialoguce with the
Wesilcrn commmunily and we
have undcertaken o do that,
and 1o work with them in solv-
ing some of the difficult prob-
lems that they face, of both an
cconomic and [inancial na-
ture,” Mazankowski said.

Soviel President Mikhail
Gorbachev has asked for 10
billion dollars in short-term

aid.

Bills to raise remuneration
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8,000 to Taka 14,000 per
month and states that the PM's
sumptuary allowance would
comprise the full amount
spent on cnlertainment in a
year.

The Bill also secks lo in-
crease the insured amount for
life from Taka five lakh o Taka
14 lakh and enhance the rate
of house rent and some other
allowance of the Prime
Minister.

The Ministers, Ministers of
State and Deputy Ministers
(Remuneration and Privileges)
(Amendment) Bill proposes to
increase ' their remuneration
Taka 6,000, Taka 5,000 and
Taka 4,000 to Taka 12.000.
Taka 11,000 and Taka 10,600
respectively.

The Bill also sceks to allow
a Minister, a State Minister
and a Deputy Minister sumptu-
ary allowance of Taka 3,000,
Taka 2,000 and Taka 1,500
per month respectively; in-
crease the insured amount for
life rom Taka three lakh to
Taka five lakh; and enhance
house rent and some other al-
lowances.

Replying to Sheikh Fazlul
Karim Selim's objections to

the introduction of the
Members of Parliament
([Remuneralion and

Allowances) (Amendment) Bill
Law Minister Mirza Golam
Hafiz said that under the new
parliamentary system »MPs
would have to be more active
and spend more time in their
constituencies.

Requesting the members to
cxpress what they genuinely
had in their minds, the Law
and Justice Minister, however,
proposed that keeping in view
the sufferings of the people
due to the recent floods the
MPs may donate the enhanced
portion of their remuneration
for one month as reliefl to
them.

The Bill was introduced
after leave was granted by a
voice vole because Sheikh
Selim refused to withdraw his
objection.

The Presidents
(Remuneration and Privileges)
(Amendment) Bill was ob-
jected to in principle by
Suranjit Sengupta of the
Ganatantri Party who ques-
tioned the need gr promulgat-
ing an ordinanece to enhance
the remuneration and privi-
leges of the President.

He said that the govern-

ment ecmployces had to sufler
lathi charge for waging move-
menl to gel new pay scales
Scngupta, however, did not
oppose the introduction of the
bill.

Tolael Ahmed raised objcc-
tion to the introduction of the
Prime Minister's
(Remuneration and Privileges)
(Amendment) Bill saying it was
not proper to do this by pro-
mulgating an ordinance.

He questioned the logic be-
hind allowing the payment of
the entire amount spent for
entcrtainment by the Prime
Minister as sumptuary al-
lowance and making the
Secrctary to the Prime
Minister the drawing and dis-
bursing offlicer for the al-
lowance.

He said what was the necd
to enhance to remuneration
and privileges of the present
Prime Minister who does not
reecive any salary. He said dur-
ing the rule of the Awami
League there was no such en-
hancement of remuneration
and privileges.

Tofael Ahmed said that it
did not look proper that a
democratically elected gov-
ernment was enhancing its
own remuneration and privi-
leges al a time when the pceo-
ple wcre not gelting enough
lo cal. :

In reply Local Government

Test relief
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Deputy Leader of the
Opposition, Abdus Samad Azad,

demanded immediale discus-

sion one the issue,
He said by withdrawing the

rights of the elected MPs from
the test reliefl programmes,
the dignity and privileges of all
the MPs have been lowered.
Awami{ League -MPs Toflael
Ahmed and Col{Retd) Shawkat
Ali, Jatiya Party Member
Advocate Fazle Rabbi and
Jamaat-e-lslami leader
Moulana Matiur Rahman
Nizami also spoke against the
withdrawal of the rights which
were earlier enjoyed by the
MPs,

Al the stage, the Specaker
assured that he personally [clt
that the issue was important
and that he would look into ft.
Intervening the Deputy Leader
of the House, Prof Badrudozza
Chowdhury, also admitted the
significance of the motions and
assured that the privilege
commitiee would finalise the
issue within four or live days,

Minister Barrister Abdus
Salam Talukdar said that the
law framed du the Awami
League regime was only being
updated keeping in view the
changes in the prices of com-
modities over the years.
Discussion on the bill would
reveal that nothing special had
been done for the Prime
Minister.

Barrister Talukdar said it
was true that the present
Prime Minister did not re-
ceive remuneration, the law
was not directed to any indi-
vidual but to a post. It would be
applicable to the next Prime
Minister who would succced
her.

The government had al
ready increased the pay and
benefits of government olflicers
and employces. A wagces
commission would soon rec-
ommend new rates of wages
for workers. Salary and remu-
neratfons of Judges, members
of Public Service Commission,
Ministers and MPs were also
being increased. Thus en-
hancement of remuncration
and privileges of the Prime
Minister was not unusual. The
bill was introduced after leave
of the House was granted by a
voice vole.

Opposing the Ministers,
Ministers of State and Dcputy

Ministers (Remuneration and *

Privileges) (Amendment) Bill
Begum Matia Chowdhury said
the government itsell had said
sometime ago that enhance-
ment of salary and benefits led
to inflation. But now bills were
placed to enhance remunera-
tion of Ministers.

Passage of such a bill by a
government elected by the
people at a time when the
people were suffering a silent
famine would be painful, she
observed.

In reply Barrister Abdus
Salam Talukdar said imple-
mentation of the new pay
scales for government employ-
ees would cost the govern-
ment Taka 925 crore a year.
No cconomist would agree
with Begum Matia Chowdhury
that enhancement of remuner-
ation and privileges of 40 min-
isters would lead o inflation.

lHe said that the remunera-
tion allowanees were increased
in all. countrics kecping in
view the price level. Even in
the necighbouring countrics
remuneration and allowances
of MPs and Ministers were

much higher than those in l

Bangladesh

~ Biswas
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and fair polls were aware of
the problems and needs of the
people and hoped that the
government would make f{ts
best eflforts within its capacity
and lmitations to ensure the
wellare of the masses.

Later, a group of women

students of Rokcya [lall,
Shamsun Nahar llall, and
Bangladesh Kuwail Moitree

Hall called on the President Lo
congratulate him.

Referring o the problems
being faccd by the woman stu-
dents the President assured
them that he would look into
their problems.

The son of Pir Shahtb of
Charmonal, Mosadequc Billah
and P’'rincipal of Charmonai
Alia Madrasa, Maulana Zahirul
Haq also congratulated Biswas.

Panni
From Page | Col. 4
Lthe House Dr DBadruddoza
Chowdhury and seconded by
Salauddin Kader Chowdhury of
the National Democratic Party.

The clection of Dcputy
Speakcr held during last
night's sitling of the Housc was
presided over Speaker
Sheikh Razzak Al.

After Panni's name was
proposed, Speaker Sheikh
Razzak Al put it to a voice vote
and it was passed without any
opposition.

The post of the Depuly
Spcaker fell vacant with the
clection of Sheikh Razzak Alj
lo the post of Speaker
Saturday.

Sheikh Razzak Al per-
lormed as Deputy Speaker
since April 5 this year,

Awami League was likely to
contest for the post of Deputy
Speaker, but finally it did not
put up any candidate. During
the election, the AL and other
opposition members did not
oppose the election of
[ lumayun Khan Panni.

Sheikh Razzak Ali was also
elected Speaker unanimously
on Saturday.

Humayun Khan Panrii has a
vast experience as a parlia-
mentarian and diplomat.

Born on November 18,
1922, in the renowned zamin-
der Lumily of Karatia, Humayun
Khan Panni had his early edu-
cation at St Paul's
Kindcergarten School in
Darjecling. lie passed Scnior
Cambridge from St. X'vicrs
School of Calcutta and gradu-
aled from the Calcutta
Presidency College.

Paani was eclected to the
then Eastl Pakistan Provincial
Asscmbly in 1965 and became
the Chel Whip. He was ex-ofli-
cio member of all the house
commitiees.

He was Ambassador to Sri
Lanka [rom 1967 to 1971, to
Syria f[rom 1971 to 1974 and.
to Somalia [rom 1974 to 1977.
He attended the General
Asscmbly session of the United
Nations as a member of
Pakistan dclegation in 1967.
 Ie is [ather on one son and
two daughters.

Salvage
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Port authority by undertaking
some emcrgency measures
made the channcl temporarily
workable for berthing of ships.

When asked the Port
Chajrman said that night navi-
gation, now suspended for
safety reasons, resume alter
installation of navigational aids
including buoys and lights
which were shattered by the
cyclone.

The Chairman also said six
million dollars, a residual
of an carlier 42 million dollars
World Bank loan, would also be
spent for pe furnishing
the navigational aids for
smooth port operations.

The Chairman said most of
the loan amount was spent for
the construction of multi-pur-
pose berth nnd,tbnckup facili-
ties.

Chittagong port handles
about 200 ships with a
capacity of six million tons of

cargo.
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(CSCE) reviewing military doctrine, rcports AFP

Japanese mountaineer

A Japancse mountainecr died
from the summit of Mount Makalu-l., the
fifth tallest mountain in the world, the Touritsm M

KATIIMANDU, Oct 13 :
while descending

dies

nounced Sunday. Takumi Ishizaka, 26, died while he was

coming

AP

down to the base camp along with four ether
Japanese and one Sherpa climber, the ministry said , reports

C'wealth role
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Zimbabwc Queen Elixuboth
Il, head of Commonwcallh,
and her husband the Duke of
Edinburgh.

The Queen, as is Lhe cusiom
on Lhese occasions, will mect
the lcaders informally and hold
a banquet in their honour.

This year's conference is
being held in the backdrop of
momentous changes in the
global politics. The summit
will sce ten new laces, three
alone from the sub-continent
— DBangladesh, India and
Pakistan — since Lhe last
summit in Kuala Lumpur.

The other countries where
new [aces are al Lhc Lop in-
clude Great Britain, New
Zealand, Grenada, Singapore,
Nigeria, Namibia aixl Tonga.

A four-member sonior offi-
cial delegation lclt for llarare
in the early hours ol Saturday
to attend the CIIOGM scnior
oflicials meeting, which will
be held on October 14. The
officials are : Forcign Sceretary
Reaz Rahman, Direclor Gene-
ral of International Organi-
sations (lO) in the Ministry of
Foreign Allairs, M Ruhul Amin,
Syed Jamaluddin, joint chicl of

the External Resources
Division (ERD), and Director
IO in the Ministry of Foreign
Allairs, M Amir Hussain
Sikder.

To forge a Commonwealth
role for the 1990s and into the
next century, Heads of
Government at Kuala Lumpur
scl up a High-Level Appraisal
Group ol ten national leaders
to identify tasks the Commo-
nwealth could fulfil and
examine the adequacy of its in-
stitutions.

The Group is chaired by the
Prime Minister of Malaysia,

o el hot o Ry

summil. Other members are
the llcads ol Government of
Australia, the Bahamas, Britain,
Canada, India, Jamaica,
Nigeria, re and Zambia.

The meeting of the ten
lHeads of Government was first
scheduled to be held in
London in January 1991 but
postponed because of the Gull
conflict. It was rescheduled for
11-12 June, 1991, but again

| postponed when political de-

R o
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velopments in India and
Ausiralia prevented thosec
Prime Ministers from aftend-
ing. The ten leaders are now
duc o meet In Harare, on
October 15, on the eve of the
Commonwealth Heads of
Government Meeting to which
thetr report will be submiited.

The Commonwealth in-
creascd [rom 48 10 50 mem-
bers during Lhe last two years.

The Prime Minister Begum
Zia will come back Lo the
country on Ociober 23 via
London. During her s in
[arare she is likely o on
Quceen Elizabeth 11, and other
llcads of Government.

Depression
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cerned including Red Crescent
units to tackle any detcriorat-
ing situation”. He also said that
the town experienced day-long
incessant rains and mild
winds. :

Met office in its latest bul-
letin had advised maritimd’
ports of Chittagong, Cox's
Bazar and Mongla to hoist eau-
tionary signal number 3 rpt 3.

Riverports of the districts
of Borguna, Bagerhat,
Patuakhali, Laxmipur, Bhola;
Jhalkhati, Pirojpur, Barisal,
Noakhali, C pur, Feni and
Chittagong were advised to
hoist signal number 2 rpt 2. .

The country experienced.
heavy to moderately heavy falls
late Saturday and Sunday.
Rainfall recorded in/12 hours
till 6 pm Sunday were: Feni-
117 mm, Comilla 82 mm,
Dhaka-76 mm, para-72
mm, Sylhet and Bhola-56 mm
each, Teknaf-43 mm,
‘aluakhali-35 mm, Kutubdia-
32 mm, Faridpur- 26 mm,
Cox's Bazar- 24 mm,
and Tangail-20 mm each,
Khulna-18 mm, Mymensingh-
12 mm, Sandwip-11 mm,
Barisal-8 mm, Rangamati-6
mm, and Chittagong-3 mm.
The Met office a forecast
heavy falls at a few places in
Khulna, Chittagong and Dhaka
divisions during the next 18
hours commencing 6 pm
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