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Upazila

GAIBANDHA
Diarrhoea claims
four more lives

Oct 12 : Four more persons
died of diarrhoea in dis-
trict during the lasi three days
to bring the death toll 110 in
the last five weeks, reports
BSS.

According to Civil Surgeon
office source, 15 died in Sadar

Upazila, 20 in Palashbari, 24

n + Gobindaganj, 20 in

Sadullapur, 4 in Fulchari, 4 in
and 23 in

upazila. A total of six thou
748 persons were attacked
with the diseasg allover the
seven u . About five hun-
dred patients have so far been
admitted to Gaibandha Modern
lHospital and seven upazila
health complexes.
A total of 95 medial teams
are working in the affected ar-
cas.

‘NETKAKONA
Attack on BNP

activist protested

Oct 12 : ladesh
Nationalist Party and its
front organisations brought out
a large procession in
protest against the at-
Ltack on BNP activist lead-

crs in Mymensingh and
Chit
The processionists raised
-:Ill'l'emnt and paraded
the main road of the town.
Before dh a meeting was
held in front of the office of
the p which was addressed
by district level leaders includ-
ing Advocate Abdul Kuddus,
Chunnu Salauddin and

Nazrul Islam.
COMILLA

Children's rally
held

Oct 12 : A children's rally
was held by Agni Jharer Pakhi,
a children o on the
occasion of Universal Chil-
dren’s Day, report BSS.

The rally

pcnll.lmnmnddﬂﬂrm'l':{-

rally was addressed, among
others, Hll')'lhd!ﬁmki.

chicel of field operation of

UNICEF Dr Zobaida Hannan,
Mrs Hedayet Sabina Afroz,
_President ul‘ Comilla Station
Club.

f On this occasion another

discussion was held at
Comiflla Town H jotnﬂybz
Comilla Woman Station Clu

- and Agni Jharer Pakhi.

The meeting was presided
the Prcsident of Station
Hedayct Sabina Afroz.

2t

Sit-in in front
of DC office

II About 3000 work-
lm:l-lulm:

-8) jointly a
ﬂhmh of
DC and SP offices here
.o g Bgarggmsen, Lecimadhe
the of Habibuzzaman
I labib, UNB.

Habib, a student of
Carmichael and activist
of Chhatra (N-S) was
shol dead on 25
mid night

They earlier brought out a

roundup

KURIGRAM

Eye diseases
break out

Oct 12 : Eye disease that
broke out in an alarming pro-
n in the district has at-
tacked hundreds of people in
nine upazilas of the district,
reports UNB.

A large number ol patients
from rural and urban areas
have been rushing everyday to
the hospitals and health com-

s secking treatment. But
due to shortage of esscntial
medicines treatment is being
hampered greatly.

Local doctors said vitamin
deficiency and taking adulter-
ated food and one kind of virus
attack are the main rcasons
behind the outbreak of the
discase.

Meanwhile, prices of
esgeniial medicines like eyc-
drop and eye-ointment have
shot up in the markets causing
great inconvenience to the
poor buyers.

It is alleged that a section of
unscrupulous medicine traders
creating artificial ‘scarcity in
the market are earning wind-
fall profit.

PATUAKHALI

Polythene bags
cause health

hazard

Oct 12 : Polythcne bags
have been causing health haz-
ards and polluting the cnvi-
ronment in six upazilas of the
district, reports UNB.

Informed sources said, the
used bags arc thrown indis-
criminately blocking the
drains and causing water-log-
ging much to the inconve-
nience of the pcople.

Local leaders suggested
mass molivation on the fll-ef-
fect of polythene bags to pre-

vent pollution of environment.

SATKHIRA

2 commit
suicide

Oct 12 : Two jnclud-
ing a housewile in Kaliganj
of the district allegedly
committed suicide by taking
poison, police said today, re-

ports UNB.

| lo police Ahsan
Gazi (85), i vil-
allegedly committed sui-

recently due to poverty.
In another incident, Sandha
Rani (33), wife of Gobinda
Ghose of village Armian al-
commitied suicide by

3 Jatiya Party
processionists

Moushumy
competition
held

From Our Correspondent

Oct 12: A 'Moushumy’ com-
petition was held at liabiganj
Press Club with great enthusi-
asm recently.

!Ihhunn-ﬂ:nq Habigan| dis-
trict branch, the competition
inaugurated by Advocate

blamed the Jatily -uh-di'

cmmmmbrm.:-

The seriously inf
activists l'-llllld Hossain
Pradip was rushed o the local

Housewife
beaten to

(ather.

On Sunday night the crucl
husband became furious when
Feroza cxpressed inability (o
b from her [ather
and h:rmgur-
ing her . She died on

National,

Sl
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GAIBANDHA The river Brahmaputra grabbed a vast tract of land at Fulchari upﬂzﬂﬂ Photo shnws a bmldmg

Jobless people crowd Rajshahi

RAJSHAHI, Oct 12: Influx of
Mloating people and beggars in
large number from [lood-hit
rural areas to Rajshahi city has
been posing a great problem.

There has been continuous
fnflux of from different
upazilas of the district. They
are coming in large numbers

from Charghat, Godagari and

Bagha upazilas. Most of these
people are victims of the re-

cént floods and river erosion.
Due to acute crisis of food
and having no work in flood al-
fected areas hundreds of job-
less people with their depen-
dants are pouring into the city

in search of work for their

sustenance. But failing tﬂdrl
an many of them including
mﬁ and children have been
resorting to begging.
Meanwhile, most of the
flood relief centres of the dis-
trict have already been closed
but post flood r:ha:cﬂilnuun
rogramme is yet to started
IFn many parts ol the allected
arcas. With the influx of beg-
gars crimes like theft and
pickpoketing have also become
rampant. After the sunset
these [loating people take
shelter in groups on bus tler-
minals, railway station,

dismantled to save the bricks and rods from the mighty river.

From Our Correspondent

verandhas of government of-

fices and commercial build-
ings. Besides, new slums are
also growing in different parts
of the city.

Social workers of the city
urged the concermed authori-
ties to take carly rchabilitation
programme like food for work
for these jobless people.

Bus journey
hazardous
Bus journey on different
routes of the district has be-
come harzardous due to over-

loading fare-hike, reckless
driving and pitiable conditlion
of roads.

Thousands of passengers
are travelling at a great risk of
their lives in 15 routes of the
district everyday. The number
of accidents has increased in
recent days.

The overloaded buses have
been plying at maximum speed
and are very often involved in
rood accidents. Most of the
drivers of these routes have no
valid license, it is alleged.

The conductors charge
fares much above the normal
rate and in most cases are en-
gngod in altt:rcauun with lhc

passengers.

Bus drivers do not [ollow
any time-table which causes
much incbnvenience lo the
people especially to the office

rs.

Besides, buses, minibuscs
and coaches are engaged in
competition to pick up pas-
sengers standing by the side of

_ the roads without considering

the capacity of their vehicles.
Most of these vehicles arc in
deplorable state and cmil
black smoke causing scrious
health hazards o the people.

The condition of roads and
highways, is pitiable and many
potholes have devecloped at
many peints making them un-
fit for vehicular movement.

Absence of a bus stand at
Baneshawar Bazar causes much
inconvenicnce to the passen-
gers. The situation bccogics
worse during the rainy scason
when the passcngers have to
wait for the buses undcr the
open sky.

Moreover, most ollen
transport strike on [Rajshahi-
Natore and Rajshahi-Bogra
routes due to dispule between
the transport associations and
illegal toll collectors causcs
immense :uﬂ'erlng to the pas-
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sengers.,

Local people urged the au-
thorities concernced to take
immediale steps to alleviate
the suflferings of the passen-

gers.

JCD rally

Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP) backed Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal (JCI) Rajshahi
University unit brought out a
procession and held a rally on
the campus demanding imme-
diale arrest and ecxemplary
punishment of the killers of Dr
Milon.

Held in [ront of the univer-
sity librarysbuilding the rally
was addressed by JCD RU unit
President Harunur Rashid and
General Secrctary Bahauddin
Bahar.

Spcakers at the rally said
that BCL (S-A) has resorted to
act of terrorism having failed
to face JCD politically.

said Lhat this organisa-
tion provided shelter to the
suspccted killer of Dr Milon
and created violence on the
campuscs. They called upon
the students to bufld resis-
tance unitedly against terror-
ism in the educational institu-
ons of the country.

Panchagarh presents a dismal look

PANCHAGARH, Oct
Thousands of Pﬂl.ll'llhli’l
dwellers of the town have been
facing a lot of problems due to
lack of civic amenities, reports
UNB.

According to Iinformed
sources, out of 30 km roads in
the pourashava, only 5 km
roads are in good condition
and the rest 27 km are in bad

3:.:1. and -holes have
developed on different roads
where rain water remain slag
nant even after a rnlnflll.

Besides, rmv
kets are m in dcphnhl:
condition causing {hconve-
nience to the buyers and
scliers. The shops and sheds

have been comstructed in an
un

manner.
Established in 1985, at

Kab1r visits

diarrhoea-hit

lcast 50,000 people have been
residing in the pourashava.

Scarcity of pure water has
been prevailing in the town as
no water supply system has yet
been established in the
pourashava. The pourashava au-
thorities have sunk only 272
tubewclls, among them, 50 per
cent remained out of order for
a long time.

Power failure is a regular
phenomenon in pourashava
and the town plunges into
darkness after sundown giving
rise anti-social activities, the
sources added.

in the absence of recre-
ational facilities mental growth
of the children are being ham-

pered greally.
Hospital needs

care
The 50-bed general hospital

of the town has been plagued
with mulitifarious problems due

to lack of emergency

medicine, surgical equipment

LHULN

and adequate number ol doc-
tors.

Fiithy water and are
not cleaned regularly from the
compound of the hospital
emitting bad odour and creat-
ing health hazards to the pa-
tients, it is alleged.

Patients coming from [ar
flung arecas are going back
without proper treatment due
to lack of bed and emergency
medicines.

Some patients complained
that most of the doctors re-
main busy with their private
practices and they are hardly
available in the hospital during
office time.

Local people urged the au-
thorities to expand the bad
strength of the hospital and
solve other problems Lo case
the sulfferings of the paticnts.

School in precarigus

state
The conditon ol 103-year-
old Pilot 11 School in Boda

e T

upazila of the district has long
been In prpcarious state hin-
dering proper education.
According to informed
sources, the school, built in

1888, do not have adequate ,

furniture, space and educa-
tional appliances to cope with
the increasing number of stu-
dents.

The dilapidated science
buil®ing of the school may col-
lapse at any time. It is Jearnt

that the repair work could not
be undertaken due to fund
constraints.

An amount of Taka 10 lakh
is required to the same,
school authorities said.

The science equi
being damaged day E;
want of repair of the hutI{uru

causing problems to the stu-
dents, the sources added.

The Managing Committee of
the school urged the authori-
ties to provide fund for neccs-
mrtpdr work of the school

without further :

4
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preparatery school én the eccasion of KO Inter- ocheol art and cultural competition held

recently.
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NWD doesn't function
properly in Satkhira

Our Correspondent

SATKHIRA, Oct 12 : Nation

wide Dailing (NWD) system in-

troduced

by Telephone
Decpartment has caused frus-
tration among the subscribers
of Satkhira due to irregular

. service.

Most of the time the NWD
channels remain out of order
and offer busy tones much to
the inconvenience to the sub-
scribers.

Only eight channels have
been put into operation from
Satkhira to all other places
connected with NWD. Out of
eight channels two are defec-
tive from the very beginning
and could not be put into
order as yet.

The six channels now work-
ing are too te to cope
with the need of about seven
hundred subscribers of
Satkhira.

Complaints in this regard to *

the higher authorities of

Khulna and Jessore which
control Satkhira and adjoining

areas have been p futile
to the utter frustration of the
subseribers.

Afforestation plan

Afforestation programme

was undertaken at Kaliganj
upazila in collaboration with
the Upazila Parishad.

The programme was inau-
gurated by Mr. Monsur Ahmed,
MP, where Upazila Nirbahi
Officer and other upazila level
officials were present.

Under the programme a
total of 5000 saplings of differ-

ent kinds of trees like
Mehgani, Shishu, fruit-
trees elcetra will be ted

on both sides of the road and
also in front of the Upazila
Parishad Bhaban. -

Ten people including a
football player were injured in
a clash between rival groups of
soccer fans outside the
Satkhira stadium.

The clash ensucd lollowing *
the transfer of a player
Nasiruddin from Sultanpur
club to P.K. Union club. I.m:r
the clash spread to the town
and some shoe shops were
ransacked.

The injured player belongs
to P.K. Union Club. Two sepa-
rate cases wcre lodged with
the Satkhira police station in
this connection.

Water logging leaves
75000 acres fallow

Our Correspondent

JAMALPUR, Oct 12 : Water
logging s hampering crop
production on about 75,000
acres of land in beel arcas of
the district.

There are big and small
beels in Bakshiganj, Dewan-
ganj, Madarganj, Sharishabari,
Melandah, Islampur and Jam-
alpur Sadar u covering
about 75,000 acres of crop
lands.

A dependable source of the
Waler Development Board says
that in the absence of ncees-

oullets st nt walcr

sary
cannol be drained out from the

beels and crop farming has be-
come impossible for many
years rcsulting in loss of nearly
30 lakh maunds of paddy
worth about Taka 60 crore per
year.

The source opined that Lhe

[allow lands in beels can casily
be turned into arable lands if a
sound drainage systcm is in-
troduced by digging 53 miles
of linking canals with the river
tra

Besides, water can be
stored during lean period by
constructing rcgulators and
sluice gales at suilable places
and the preserved water can

. be ulilized for cultivation of

paddy, the sources added.
A source close to J

Waler Development Division
said that the authority submit-
ted a Taka 30 crore plan for
the Re-excavation of the
Brahmaputra and drainage sys-
icm o extract t water
of the becls a few years back,
but no cllective steps have yet
becn Laken by the higher au-

thority in this regard.

Chandpur-Matlab road
needs w'ly repair

CHANDPUR, Oct
Chandpur-Matlab u rund
has bccn in deplorable condi-
tion for a long time causing in-
convenicnce to thousands ol
people, reports UNB.

Everyday, about 60 wo 70
baby-taxi and many other ve-
hicles ply along the road which
is the only way to link Matlab
upazila with the district head-
quarters.

Many diarrhoeal paticnis
who come Lo Cholera Rescarch
Hospital at Matlab upazila
headquartcrs using the road
also [aces scrious problcms.

In the abscnce of maintc-
nance and rcpair work since
the 1988 [lvod the road has

deveioped many cracks and
pot-holes at several inLs

clullng problems to

ans and velicular nvement.
There are Lthree bridges in-

cluding two bailcy bridges on

the road. The bridges
have become d ted and
lnylccﬂmlnnyuhphunl
any time.

When cnnllcl:d a local
Roads and Highways (R&ll) of-

ficial told UND that due (o fund

consiraint no repair weork
could be done as yet.

Local clite have urged tLhe
authoritics to ltake immediale
scheme o repair and renovale
the road.

Dredging on
Jamuna in
progress

MANIKGANJ, Oct 12 : The
dredging wwork on the river
Jamuna near Daulatdia Ferry
terminal is p fast to
facilitate the ferry services,
reports UNB.

L]

The BIWTA sources al
Daulatdia said about five lakh
cubic metre of earth would be
dredged from the river bed in-
volving an amount of Tk 2.50
crore,

Rapid recession of water
level in the Padma and Jamuna
and e ce of 50 shoals in
river beds have greatly been
hampering the movement ol
riverine vessels over the last
few days.

The shoals have emerged
due to heavy siltation in the
river beds, the sources added.

The large size riverine ves-
sels have already stopped ply-
ing on Aricha-Daulatdia route
and that of small vessels are
en"d ‘in carrying passcn-
gers and cargo with great
risks.

Potters need
patronisation

CHAPAINAWABGANJ, Oct
12 : Poltery, mn age-old cotiage
industry of the district has
been facing multifarious rub—
lems due to price hike of raw

materials and shortage of fund,

Amnrdﬂhlrlnﬁnllllr-
vey, there are at least 2000

pomrhﬁhmthtdhum
hard for survival as

and other inputs at exorbitant
prices causing great problem
to continue their ocC-
cupation.

About
earthen-wares like
other utensils used
household pur s were
popular among the rural and
urban . But with the in-
c mand of modern
utensils as the substitutes for
earthen ones, the potiery in-
dustry is diminishing fast

hundreds of skilled

throwing
potters out of profession.

a decade

tu-nll
varous

Housing problem acute
From Our Correspondent

SATKHIRA, Oet 12: Acutle
housing problem is persisiing
in lh:'uwn upazilas ol the
district since long causing
immense s to the low
paid employees of the govern-
ment, non-government organi-
sations, non-government edu-
cational Institutions, awu:
tonomous bodies and private
establishments. Fixed income
groups are unable to live in
upazila towns with their fami-
lles duc to increased rents
They live in messes and rented
rooms.

Peoplc are reluctant to budlt
ncw houscs due to huge inan-
cial involvement of construc-
ton materials and lands. Local
people suggested that con-
struction

Wnnﬂlt es
tates would p. solve the

problem to some extent.

Three persons including
MMMM
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