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risis and
Teachers

October 10, the day a year ago when the pro-
movement in the sireets picked up

Campus Crisis anc

momentum establishment of
an enduring unity among student groups, passcd
off Thursday last the it was not supposed Lo.

The fNirst
marked on the Dhaka

that historic day was

explain, let alone excuse, the alarming deteriora-
in the academic atmosphere and law and
order situation in not only Dhaka University, but
at educational institutions throughout the coun-
. Only four days ago, a studenl leader ol
Munshiganj was brutally murdered while under-
going treatment at a local hospilal; on Thursday,
the Agricultural University at Mymensingh was
shaken by bomb blasts and gunshots.

The crisis in the education sector has well and
truly gone beyond tolerance. Whatever other pre-
occupations the government may have had in re-
cent past — constitutional change, transition etc.
— are all behind us now. Besides, "other pre-oc-
cupations” can never be a full-proof justification
for indifference to the campus situation, since a
government — any government — is responsible
for whatever that goes on in the country. No gov-
ermment can operate on a piece-meal basis.

The new education minister, Zamiruddin
Sircar, recenily met student leaders which gave
rise to renewed hope for the future. But thal too
has, as with previous rounds of "talks”, proved (o
be a false start. There is a prevailing impression
that all parties to the "dispute” view one another
with intense suspicion, and that there is an all-
round lack of sincerity to solve this crucial prob-
lem. How else could one explain minor
incidents leading inexorably to major battles ?

While we wall for the student-politicians to put
the interest of education above petly party poli-
tics, and the government to break out of its iner-
tia, we would like to see some (nitiative coming
from the teachers of Dhaka University. The
teachers are no doubl aware thal they are sus-
pected by many ol being involved in student poli-
tics. with some even being accused ol acting as
“advisers” (o various student parties. Naturally, in
order to gain Lthe confidence of all the students
they have to sever their links, if any, with student
politics and put the interest of the university first.

During the anti-Ershad movement last October,
teachers of Dhaka University delled government
closure order and held classes on the campus.
Regrettably, no such laudable concemn for educa-
tion was shown by teachers during the 48 days
when the universily stayed shut earlier this year.
But we believe they can, indeed must, play a ma-
jor. positive role to bring back peace on the
campus. They must urge students to conduct
politics in a manner that does not adversely aflect

campus almosphere, while publicly refusing to
have anylhing to do with "students” who openly

take part in violent activities. This will require a
great deal of moral courage, but then, a unified
approach by teachers should carry a great deal of
moral authority. Il the teachers fail io act in the
interest ol education and their students, then
whal future can we offer this or the next generation?

Cricket and South Africa

The debate about whether South Africa should
be allowed to take part in cricket's 5th World Cup
(WC) to be held jointly by Australia and New
Zealand nexti year, is still a live issue. The white-
dominated republic was re-admitted to the
game's governing body — International Cricket
Conference or ICC — last July, but it was decided
not to make the Springboks the ninth team in
the WC as preparations for an eight-team tourna-
ment had already been made. But that was not the
end of the innings, merely a break for poor light.
The malter will now be decided by a special
meeting of the ICC at Sharjah on October 23.

Understandably, South Africa, which is reputed
to possess one ol the more formidable cricket
teams in the world, is eager to make a grand re-
entry afler 21 years in the wilderness. The hosts
are no less eager, because the Springboks would
undoubledly give a greater competitive edge to
the tournament by making the level of cricket on
offer better and more exciting, consequently en-
suring failler returns on investmenis already
made. Not surprisingly, the hosts have let it be
known that they can accommodate the old-new-
comers into the WC iti within a matter of days.

Objections to South African's participation
come mainly [rom the West Indies, India and
Pakistan, with Sri Lanka expected to back them.
These countries have long been strong critics of
sporting links with apartheid South Alrica, and
they are naturally not overkeen to hurry t
too much. Of the ICC's eight full members,
Australia, England and New Zealand have a long
history of cricketing relations with Pretoria, links
that were maintained even during the "banned"
years at the unoflicial and individual levels.

If. as seems likely, the eight full members [ail
to reach a decision on October 23, then the mat-
ter will be thrown open (o the associate members
of the ICC such as Bangladesh, Zimbabwe,
Denmark and others. It will be a rare opportunity
for-the minnows of world cricket to swim with
‘the sharks, and contribute to a major decision.
Bangladesh should use this occasion to make its
weight felt, by resisting South Africa's inclusion
into next year's WC line-up. The arguments
should be two-pronged but simple: there is no
good reason to give Pretoria special treatment by

changing the itinerary at this late stage, and sec-
. South Africa should be asked to re-estab-

lish itself in the far-flung

]

full members of the ICC before taking part in any

quadrennial extravaganza. Bangladesh may even
cqnsider taking the lead In proposing South
Alrica as the venue for the 1996 World Cup.

lo Commonwealth member-
ship.

There is no way the
Commonwealth will re-admit
South Africa until a new and

apartheid have gone.
mood in Harare will be opti-
mistic that the day s not so far
ofl, despite the current blood
shed and the Lhreats by right-
wing whites,

Nclson Mandela and other
political lcaders from South
Africa will be in the wings in
Harare to give the summil
their latesl asscssment and to
say what they believe Comm-

Even il much of the interna-
tional press focusses on South
Africa, the summit will spend
most of the time looking ahead
to the role of the Comm-
onwealth in a world that is
already polilically unrecog-
nisable from the way it was on
the day their last mccling
ended, October 24 1989.

¥Only days later the Berlin
Wall came down. Communism
died in Eastern Europe and
then In the Soviet Undon itself.

HAHIDLAR Khiyabany is a
place in the Azerbaijani

capital of Baku where
people gather to honour the
victims of the '‘Black January'
carnage during the violent
uprising last year of the
Azerbatjani Popular Front.

But since last month's fafled
coup of Moscow's communist
hardliners, it has become a
political gathering place for
Azerbafjanis demanding inde-
pendence from the Soviet
Union and declaring their
opposition to Baku's
authoritarian leadership.

Azerbaijan was among the
[irst Soviet republics to
declare independence {rom
Moscow, but for some
Azerbaijanis things are not
changing as fast as they would
like.

"Everything the commu-
nists gave us arec the worst
things for humans,” thundered
an old man, drawing nods of
approval from the crowd at
Shahidiar Khiyabany.
at Korea and
Germany, the communist part
is very bad, but the other part,
their lives are very good,” he
added.

Azerbaijanis belfeve they too
could have better lives if
Azerbaijan would turn into a
democratic, capitalist republic.

That mcans ecrasing the
vestiges of 55 of com-

munist rule under the Soviet
Union.

address.

Press freedom
Sir, Bangladesh is in the list

of 65 states having least press
[reedom, according to the US
based media monitoring orga-
nization Freedom House.

contrast, most of the European
countries and United States
that are as the most
advanced societies belong to
the "most free” press category.

ally thought of as a syno of
freedom of ::prulhﬂuf
thoughts and facts) through
mass media, without which
there will be an nt to

| the advancement of civilization

in broader perspectives.

Mondern societies owe
most to Lhe mass media that
virtually accelerated the pace

of transporting the
loads Munb:m

to as the ingredients of mod-
ern civilization. Imperative as
it is, press media function like
an open institution that edu-
cates people collectively or
singuiarly.

m& 'npml World like
t of Bangladesh not
make much unless

the members of the use
their rights to information

gainfully, specifically Lo the

| THE COMMONWEALTH GO

Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
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tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

ES TO ZIMBABWE

Under what conditions South Africa might be invited to rejoin the Commonwealth, a world
summit to help the poor, human rights, the environment, the future and composition of the

Commonwealth itself—these will be among the topics to be discussed at the
Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting (CHOGM) about to open in Harare.
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lwo presidents and
cight prime ministers, chaired
I'rime¢ Minister Mahathir

of Malaysia, will

retary

Emcka Anyaoku of Nigeria.

Whether it be training
diplomats in Namibia, advising
Mozambique on mulu-party
sysicms, observing clections In
Bangladcsh, sctting up a tropi-
cal Joresiry laboratory in
Guyana, or Lraining peoplc In
the Paciflic 1o asscss Lhe im-
pact ol global warming (he
Commonwealth imprint is
scallcred worldwide in pro-
jects karge and small

On Lhe non-governmont

(74 The 28th Summit

/) : CONnterence i Harare s 281N since
series Degan in 1944 In that year five

They believe the main
obstacle to this is none othcr
than Lheir president, Ayaz
Mutalibov, until last month the
elected communist party chief
of Azerbaijan.

"The president supported
the coup of the communists,”
said Mamedov Tofig
people of the Azerbaijan,
denounce him," declared
Tofig, clasping his right hand
to his chest.

Mutalibov who Azerbaijanis
say has virtually ruled the
largely Muslim blic like a
warlord, threw his support
behind the hardline coup plot-

ters but immediately withdrew
it when the putsch collapsed.

Because of thal, the pcople

.gﬂlhercd at Shahidlar Khiya-

any say Lthe President has lost
the people’'s mandale.

. "We, the

level the Commonwealth has
secn in recenl years greal cox-
pansion. In llarare in Augusl
delegalcs representing cvery
country held the first
Commonwcalth Forum of Non-
Governmental isalions
(NGOs). They will be sending
their own to llarare
o lobby the summit — the first

such NGO 3
Another group — represcat-
ing organisations of dectors,
trade unionists, and
lawyers — have landcd a hot
potate on the summit agenda:
rights. A -

global climate they will have to
lackle.

Controversial, too., will be
the issue of Commonwealth
membership. The Common-
weulth is becoming interna-
tionally popular. Counitries

The collapse of Soviet communism and
ceding of central control by Moscow have not
quite relieved Azerbaijan of its authoritarian
communist leadership. Cris Yabes of IPS

reports from Baku.

But Mutalibov is nol geing
to give up that easily. He ran
unopposed in the recent
presidential election and
prompily claimed victory in
the polls boycatted by the
main opposition party, the
Azc Popular Front.

"lle wants to keep his

power and serve as dictator,”
declarcd another spcaker who

claimed that wg
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place, volers were bribed with
sugar and cigarettes to vote for
Mutalibov.

The political rumblings in
the Azerbaijani capital of Baku
typily the resistance of en-
trenched communist control
in the Soviet republics. Despite
the rapid political changes that
have seen the break-up of the
dominant Soviet communist
party, Azcrbaijan is finding it
difficult to chart a political and
economic future free from the
orthodoxies of the past.

The Popular Front, whose
attempt to seize power in
January 1989 was crushed by
20,000 troops sent by Soviet
President Mikhail Gorbachev,
has plenty of potential leaders
but does nol appear to have
the strength to crack
Mutalibov's power base.

The Front's main leader,
Abulfas Elchibay, is reported to
have been beaten up by
Mutalibov's "thugs”. On the day
of the elections, about 20,000
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knowledge on continuing de-
velopments in the multimodal
world. Many of the developin
countries are still deprived n%
free press (in Lrue sense) curb-
ing development process sub-
stantially that consequently
feed back the “vicious circle'.

Counter to the restrictions
on exchange of knowledge in
this era of information explo-
sion because of the state policy
imposed on mass medja may
be a possible self-censorship

by the mediamen under com- -

pelling circumstiances which
will gradually contribute
to the national character-build-

tng.

M Rahman
Zila School Road,
Mymensingh 2200.

For the children of
stranded Pakistanis

Sir, Since liberation of
Bangladesh, thousands of
stranded Pakistanis have been
eagerly wailing for repatriation
to Pakistan, their homeland.
But due (o factors their
desire is siill not materi-
alized. This way, for L last
20 years, Lhey have becen
standing on one leg with a
hope to leave at moment,
and as such they not get

time even to think of
educating Lheir children. As a
result their children are being
deprived of the light of
education. As they are rcady to
go to Pakistan, they do not [cel
it nccessary to make thceir
children invelved in gelting
cducation in local language
which, they think, may not be
helpful when they will be in
Pakistan.

| have a great feeling for
these innocent-children who
have becn kept neglected, and
wanl to do something fruitful
by opening a venue to educate
them at least in Arabic,
English and Urdu. Kecping in
mind this objeet, I, in 1987,
established such an institution
but could not keep it running
in individual capacity. -

As the repatriation is not
certain to be implemented
soon, [ appeal 1o the embassics
of Pakistan and Saudi Arabia as
well as to Hke-minded philan-
thropists to please come [or-

on humanftarian ground
to establish a school at
Mirpur, Dhaka to provide edu-
cation to those ruining inno-
cent children.

F M Abdul Malin
11-C, 11/2/4-Mirpur, Dhaka.

Cantonment
Education Board

Sir, M. Zahidul Haque,
Assistant Professor of Bangla-
desh Agricultural Institute,
Dhaka seems to be full of
‘ideas’! However, his recent
comment on SSC and HSC
examinations happen to be

- =

dumbfounded! (letter Oct. 2).
He may have some truth
about ‘Cadets’ being taught un-
der special conditions but he
has failed to look at the social
side of those students who
after HSC do not stay at their
respective colleges. Rather
they are made to the odds
of social behaviour as done by
the students of the country in
general. Here are misfits
and do not even how to
talk, mix, and behave with
others as would have been
normal. The Cadets find it im-
possible to believe that
‘[reedom’ is something they
have not learnt during their
academic learnt at the
Cadet Colleges. there's
so much gap between the two
groups should we still create
another one a sepa-
rate Board btz muwnp:l
Cantonment Education Board?

| am simply bewildered to
think what he means by saying:
This will create an impartial
and healthy competition
among the studegts as well as

among the institutions' (?)

while the fact remains that the |

student community has no ar-
gumenis about any situation.
The fault lies with the authori-
ties concerned who run all
institutions.

| would rather prefer that
we stopped scparating pecople
from ple and made them to
feel as much as possible.
Then there would be lesser
‘hate’, ‘dislike’ and a sense of
patriotism would grow.

Nahtasha Kamal,
Dhaka.

with little or no  historic
conneclion with the British
Empire want to join. An
application to join [rom
Camcroon will be before the
leadcrs. Mozambique, formerly
a Portuguese colony, would
also like 0 come In.

The Commonwealth is spiit

on Lhe issuc. In a scnse a
precedeni has already becn

madc with Namibia, which was
(it was

ncever a British
German). The key s
With English as a common

language, no one wanls
conlerences

Commonwcalth
resorting lo interprciers and
heudphones

Zimbabwe would lthe Lo see
both Mozambique and
[and Souih Africa in due
course) in Lthe Commonwealth.
Others like Tanzania are notl so
surc. The summit will have (o
sct down some guidclines for
mcmbership.

The big preblem in llararc
is likcly 0o be moncy. The
Commonwecalth is a most eco-
nomical , bul w0

become more efleciive It °

needs calra funds.

Although ecvery member
makes some contribulion to
Lthe Secrelarial, and mosl
inte Lthe Commonweall
Foundalion and the Commeo-
nwecalth Fun for Technical
Coopcralion [CFTC), only four
members are in  the
industriulised class — Dritlain,
Canwda, Austiralia and New
Zeakand.

Their inancial inpul o the
CFTC is niniscule in lerms of
their add programmes. In 1989
the lour pul 81 billion inld Lhe
United Nalons Development
'rogramme bul only 844 mil-
lHon into the CFTC,

Azerbaiian : Communism Entrenched

Popular Front supporters
demonstrated at the central
square (o oppose the polls.

To chants of "freedom,
frecdom,” they demanded that
the clections be stopped, par-
llament dissolved to give way
lo .a "new democratic”
open to all political parties
the nationalisation of all prop-
erties of the communist party.

But it is easy to see why the
opposition has not been able to
score any victories: the s
and other state-run in:TI{t:-
tions are under the President’s
control.

At the Lenin Institule in
Baku, the chief of the election
committee, Guliyev Sardaz
Musa, herded employees into
the school's voting station,
boasting to foreign reporters of
that the turnout was massive.

Apparently hceding orders,
the voters simply stuffed their
ballots into the box without
checking their preference. To
prove his point, Sardaz Musa
made one of them wrile on a

_plece of paper in Russian: "l

OPINION
Wrench, Pliers and Bills ... -

Someone just knocks at
the door with a sly wrench in
hand, asks for your gas bill
book. You can very wcﬂ!:mdcr-

stand why he is for; to discon- .

nect your gas line. Trembling
starts — you start explaining
varfous things, but no excuse.
Order comes, ‘you meet our
boss and explain your position'.
You see the boss who immedi-
ately makes a bill of several
thousand taka in duplicate and
asks you to deposit by the fol-
lowing day. With hands clasped
together you pray for more
time but the boss replies, 'no,
| can only allow six hours
time'. But ‘some one’ politely

suggests Lo see his boss if.

more time was needed, simul-
taneously he enquires from

“one or two persons what was

the news of building number
so and so, and so on. We know
the story of a sly fox and now
we [ind the story of a ‘sly
wrench.” Watch your house {f
the gas is not disconnected
while the housewife was cook-
ing for you. call the
Invnivedwln Edhmnm:wtbtrn
‘gas scparatists group' | Titas is
now in a fury.

lnlﬂlllj pliers are another
mischief makers. May be your
electricity is gone, and that
while you are going to bed in a
summer of the year! Your
‘computerised bill' made it

very correctly, every month
around six hund fortysix
taka with unit cons tion
varying between 271 289

throughout the year. Your
meter knows the pattern of
your behaviour with electricity
and so the bills are made. The
meter reader wanis that
somebody should search for
him. It is not unexpected in a
country where the per capita
income s Jlow and

Commission recommendations
still remain unimplemented. If

changed the tone.
The phasing oul of sanec-

helps

of an eventual
South Alriea the

possibil
return

vote for the best candidailc and
| congratulate him

L In

lact, Mutalibov was the only

candidate.

Hut..llbuvllllmlﬂpol.iU-
to follow the winds

Shortly

cian,
of Political ¢ ; _
aller the downfall of the com»
munist party, the rin
Lenin statue that once

on the central square — now
renamed Liberty Square — was

the night

reportedly
Mutalibov’

s orders.

llhnmln&lmt;‘
o
1

Bul Inrmrymmuﬂ
, who denounces Mutalibov

the communists, there are
others who support his hard:

line stance against Armcnia on™

the issue of Nagorno-Karabakh
the Armenian-populated, en-
clave inside Azerbaijan.
The Nagorno-Karabakh
jssue secms closer to the
hearts of some than even that
of free republic inde
Moscow. "We
Gorbachev for giving us
democracy,” said Elman
Bayramov, a student at the
Instituie of Foreign
in BBaku. "But we want Nagorno
Karabakh to remain in

Azcrbaijan.”

Mikhail

you get hold of thalt person
make out another slice of your
cakec. But it is not ended here...
A big three-page bill with
'‘thesis' written on it, without
considering the rate of
the country but justi the
exorbitant amount mﬁl
you to pay within a t or
easc you sce another
person with an uninsulated
pliers tightening your water
supply knob close to the meter

while you are taking your bath |

day’'s work! But get ready to '
forego another pilece of pie.
Those are not the end of the
day's allairs.

You receive every month
excessive bill for your tele-

phone. If you try to enquire the |

reasons, you receive a prover-
bial reply in the of
the railway (used in the
Railway receipts) ‘The
equipments are old and torn,
ltable to be damaged in .....
warm and humid weather.' If
you become annoyed and de
not pay the bill, then, may be '
this would be the day when you
receive a polite but [fat
‘temporary disconneclon’ no-
tice to make your journcy
through the ‘live-long’ day
with bills and bills but not a
single one to pay with your
means! Look for the balance
piece of the pie to make your

day mechanically laughable.

Let us now ook for the VAT |

team to visit our housecs. Tell
your housewilu 1o make a habit
for green vegs. Decause aller
cooking vdlue (s

added, and who knows, may be
Hable to be taxed! It Is dif-

ficult 1o smile » in
Bangladesh, so you must learn
to live without it,

Anisuddin Khan,
Dhaka-1217.
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