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Most of Gordimer's main

characters are involved in the
very serfous business of finding
suftable moral apparatus to
with the excruciating
mental difficulties of Mving
white, with a conactence, In a
minority within a greater
South Alrican minority.
Viewed as a group,
Cordimer's male and female
s show a parrallel
t of consclousncss
a point at which most
moral oplions appear to be
exhausted (two her later
heroes end up running away,

blindly, to ).
In Ikhn'm'dﬂﬂc Stil-

well, and Liz van den Sandt,
the heroines of The Lying
Days', 'Occasion for Loving'
and The Late Bourgeois World'
respectively, Gordimer charts
development from the racially
exclusive conflines' of a white
childhood in South Africa, o

ROFESSOR Rchman

Sobhan may be credit-

ed to be amongst few
social scicntists in Bangladesh
who have authored scminal
books on a broad perspective.
Linguistically he is possibly a
marginal DBengall, even
educationally so. Bul there are
few amongst our soqgial
scicntists who is so committed
to the cause of Bangladesh and
the poor of Bangladesh. He
authored the [irst basic
eritique of Basic Democracy
with data and solid cvidence 1o
prove its exploitative
character. This remains todate
the only authoritative source
book on such a politico-
administrattve maltter. The re-
viewer joinlly wrote on Public
Enterprise in an Intermediate
Regime which has again been
acclaimed by the reviewers
worldwide as a basic contribu-
tion on the subject. It was fol-
lowed by The Crisis of External
Dependence, the number of
reprints it has gonc thrdugh is
a testimony ef its high quality
and uscfulness.

Rehman then took upea
himscll the befitting role of a
doyen. The first outcome ol
which is a sequel lo extoernal
dependence. From  Aid
Dependence 1o sel] Heliance s
nol only an evaluation ! the

the discovery of the “freedom”
of adult liberal and
from there 0 the point where
personal sacrifice becomes

for the sake of polit-
ical integrity. In ‘The Lying
Days’, Helen Shaw triumphs
against the provincial narrow-
ness and recial bigetry of her
parents’ mining village exis-
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Debt Default and Po

nature of dependence but how
much scll reliance was attain-
able given the nco-classical
cconomic planning meodel. The
current volume on Debt Default
is a continuation of the
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tence, yet she discovers that
she, 00, is sealed within her
social limilations when she
watches, [rom behind Lhe
windscreen of a car, a riol in a
black township in which a
man is shot dead by Lhe police.
As is the case with a number of
Cordimer's characters, liclen
Shaw's sense of moral lilurc s
realised within and »

the futhare of a love

ip in which certain moral
su tions function as a way
of ltle. She goes away, lo Eu
rope, aware of a need for new
sustcnance, but essentially dis-
illusioned.

She is succeeded by Jessie
Stillwell, an older version of
Helen, back from Europe, now
married and running a family,
and commitied to a makeshift
liberal ideclogy of being open
to one’s kind, becausc Lhe
general (white] South Alrican
way of life is unacceptlable. Yet
this ideclogy is shown to be
vuinerable and in danger ol
hypocrisy by the action of Lhe
novel, in which Jessie's world
is “invaded” by an illicit lovc
aflair between a black artisi
and a young woman from Eng-
land.
The liberal idea of openncss
is belicd by Jessie's wish o be

borrowers of the DFIs. The
findings confirm abscnce of a
viable’ dynamic entrepched and
mature entreprencurial class.

‘The majority are ncw comers

and few actually set up and
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politico-cconomic investiga-
tion. Like the Aid Dependence
this is a collection of related
rescarch all done under the
tnspiration and supcrvision of
Rehman Sobhin

The book starts with a befijt-
ling introduction of DF] and
sponsorced cntreprencurship
in Lhe 60s and later in post
liberation Bangladesh. In chap-
ter 2. Rebhman Sobhan exam-
incs the backeround of the

=

cven fewer operated the en-
terpriscs. The authors raises
qucstion about their experi-
cnee and quality of their expe-
ricnce,. Thus large scale lend-
ing by DFI's were given to well
connceted but unexpericneed
youth who flourished as inden-
tors/ suppliers/ distributors on
a patronage systcm. They were
joincd by retired or in disguise
civil and military oflicials.
Somc ol this new class could
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gitimate human reactions o

lefi 10 her own kind of scmi-
romantic isolation, and all le-

in ‘The s and
‘Occassion l.1..ur:t'£l’hm.’ll
conclusion.

For Liz van den Sandl, Lhe
old liberal “way of lie” is
already dcad when the book
opens — her liberal activist
jormer husband has just com-
milted suicide — while hor
present cxislence is nothing
more Lhan a kind of helpless
withdrawal, reflected by a par-
ticularly pallid love allair she is
conducung

She fices her monnt of
truth when a black [ricnd, an
activist, challenges her Lo slep
outside the sealcd arca of sen-
sibility and conscicnce, and
'do’ something to help, al con-
siderable personal risk.

Now ict's turmm our allention
lo her short storics. There's
an excerpt [rom her slory
"I.Jvlni:lfnnt- Companion”,
where her ability to make Lhe
readcr visualize Lhe sccene is
enormous. It appears to Lhe
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bring in gencralised manage-
rial skill and leadecrship qual-
ity. This class has bcen ambi-
ttous rcllecting the habit of
thinking big without evaluating
properly their ability to oper-
ate big enterpriscs. DFl's have
not demonsirated prolcssional

quality in identification, ap-

praised implementation moni-
toring and end usc supervision.
Liberal loan policy at low rates
ol interest led to pervasive de-
pendence as owner virtually
pul no real equily at all. This
basic fact alone indicates tLhe
root causc of crisis of DF1's and
privale sector cnterpriscs
manifcsted in debt default

The next chapter discusses
the structurc of DF1 sponsored
investment. Rehman and
Ahsan found out that the pro-

jects were highly capftal inten-

sivc. They were invariably de-
pendent on import of machin-
ery, spares and even raw malte-
rials and consumables. They
were again concentraled in
and around metropolitan arcas.
There was no strategy for in-
tensive capacity and capital

utilisation reflected in the
sanctlioncd projects.
In chapter four, Rchman

and Ahsan discussed the prob-
lems of repayment [ollowed by
three chaplers on trends in
repayment. The repayment s
poor because the projects do
nol perform as cnvisaged. It is
so because at the time of pro-
identiflication markets
studics were poor, proper
costing at the time of evalua-
tion was not done (or advan-

lage of inflated cost was taken
i!dvant?c of by the sly borrow-
crs) and shaky financial base of
the borrower made project
implementation totally depen-
dent on disbursement by DFI's.
The study found that the units
which were operaling on profit
tlid not keep the repayment
schedule and became willlul

defaulter and profitability and
capacity utilization are rclated.
The long gestation lag between
sanclion and commission and

(aflurc to kecp good dcbt ser-
vice record when the projects

arc opcrational indicalcs how
the incfliciency and willful has
created a lobby that is politi-
cally powerful and wastelul for
the ccohomy. The proverbial
clficicncy of the private sector
is hard to detect. The default
is widcspread but less so in
scrvice, paper, celectrical and
non-mctallic products.
Projects in non-metropolitan
arcas could not overcome
inflrastructural difficulties nor
could they attain scale
ceonomics. Over the years the
default has deepened due to
concentration of default
amongst few large projects.
The remedy requires both
punitive as well as assistive
measures which need be de-
lermined by an impartial man-
agement audit of the enter-
prisc and the entrdprencurs.
All measures so far taken has
not fmproved the repayment
status of DFI's substantially and
the defaulters have been pro-
lccted by policies of
rescheduling, restructuring,
waiver of interest on loan cle.
The book is not only lopical
but very informative. I wish
Rehman had studied some
good and bad enterprises as
casgs as well as management
and deeision making of DFls
more incisively. That would
have enriched the book.
Loan.rescheduling, interest
witiver, perpetuating ol default
has an cconomic as well as so-
cfal cost which is borne by the
GOI} and taxpaycrs. While
these coneessions and subven-
tions have crecated a new class
of rich people, the opposite is
the case of rural poor which
hits been discussed by Rehman
Sobhan in the sccond book
named above in the broader
context of inlernational sce-
nario and donor dialcctics. He

mind of her reader as & sovnwe
from a classic art fllm.

*An old European image
was lodged in his Urcdness:
the nuirage, il the road ever
ended, of some sort of Seuth-
ern  resort village, colowred
umbrellas, a street ol while
hulcls boeside water and boals.

As the ruad wunravilied (rom
the pass into open bush, there
camc Lhat moment when, il he
had had a companion, Lhcy
would have stopped Lulking.

Two, Lthree miles; the car
rolled in past the ruins of an
arcadud bullding 10 the bark-
ing of dogs, the horizontal
sireak of water bechind the
bush, outhouses and walcr-
tanks, a raw new house. A
young man in bathing trunks
willi his back to the car slood
on the portico steps, pushing
a Mppur ofl one fool with the
tlocs of the other. As he
hopped  for balance he looked
round. Dlond wet curls licked
the small hecad on the tall
budy, vividly empty blue cyes
wore Lhe cyes of some noclur-
nal animal dragged oul in day

lighu!”

In 42 ycars Nadine has pro
duced only about 10 nowls and
200 storics. It reassurcs Lhe
umnds of Merary connuisscurs
Lthal the good old saying, “lis
the quality thal malicrs, nol
the gquanltity.,” I8 nol clusive

nowadays.

verty Alleviation

concludes that “"the balance
sheet on public intervention in
Itural sector in the arcas

of public expenditure, aid and
ricing policy is mixed and far

rom clear as to {ts impact on
the poer.” Bangladesh, as
shown with data, registered
the most adverse performance
for agriculture even Lhough
growth in public expenditure
on agricullure was continued
in rcal terms, however the ra-
tio of agricultural gross do-
meslic product over gross do-
mestic product to total public
expenditure in agriculture to
total public expenditure de-
clined in recent ycars. There
was no information available
for gross [ixed capital forma-
tion per capita of agricultural
labour force. It can be pre-
sumed cven il there were any,
it was ncgligible per capita of-
ficial dcvelopment assistance
tlo agriculture was low but in-
creased in 80s as was the allo-
cation for poverty oriented

_projccts increased in the 80s.

The boaok is in-
formative but heavy with much
loo much data and many of the
abbreviations neceded to be
explained in an annexture for
easy reading. The global com-
parative review suggests a re-
vamp of agricultural sector
policy by the government, and
donors — as without a signifi-
cant changes in agriculture
there is unlikely to be any sus-
tainable development in any
other secctor or reversal of
decpening of poverty. Rehman
Sobhan deserves felicitation
for providing us with another
sel of scminal source books for

rescarchers and policy makers.
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BARRIERS

By Lindsey Darking
ILL'S cight-ycar-old or indirectly by feminism,
G son wasn'l happy vyounger men may have more to
aboul her marrying a  offer, aeccording te feminist
man l| years her junior psychotherapist Sysic Orbach.

"When Mike's 50, you'll be an
ancient old crone,” he said, 1l
lustrating the fact thal soct
cly’'s disapproval ol women
with younger partners starts
carly,
The hostility is often justi-
[icd on biological grounds.
Men, so the argument goes,
arc driven to sow their sced as
far and wide as possible, and if
the next season’s crop is to be
cven bigger and bulkier than
this, then the more firm, fil
and wrinkle-free the bodics
they do it in» the better for
humankind

Any man who lancies some-
onc as old as his aunt or his
rand-mother is thus going
Agiingl nalure, and unless the
woman s famous, rich or

P poworful, in which case he is

crely excercising a roguish
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overcome successfully?

good sense, he is assumed to
have something wrong with
him. If it is not moncy, then he
must be looking for a mum.

Zelda West-Meads,
counscllor for the British
organisation Rlate (formerly
called the Marriage Guidance
Council), estimates that around
17 per cent of older women
are marrying men substantially
younger than themselves.
British Government statistics
for 1989 list only two mar-
riages between women over
70 and men under 40
(compared to 43 with the
scxes the other way round) but
rclationships with a 10 to 20-
ycir gap arc becoming more
common.

For womien now in their
40s or 50s influenced directly

Dear Mita,

I have been married for 2 years but am nol _pregnant yet.
There is a lot of pressure from my in-laws and my husband
too. | teach in a college and am happy with my job. Though
having a baby is important, it is not the most important thing
in my life. How do | convince my family of that?

Dear Anonymous,

Anonymous, Dhaka.

You should not mind the pressure from your in-laws, they
have been doing this for cenlurics and will continue to do so.
Your husband needs to be made to understand that it takes
time for some women to get pregnant and there is no need to
panic. Consult a good doclor, both of you, and then just rclax.

It will happen when it is suppo

sed to, meanwhile enjoy these

first few years of freedom and togetherness, which you will

never get back again.
Dear Mita,

Sometimes | don't like your answers, they are not strong
enough. There are times you should condemn one side but
you don’'t. Why do you always have to be so diplomatic ? Your

Job is to give helpful advice, not please a certain type of peo-

ple. What do you have to say o that ?

Decar Rita, -
| enjoyed your letter. | try

Rita, Dhanmandi, Dhaka.

to look at the other side of a

story and rcad between Lhe lines. In doing o it might have
appearcd that I am dcliberately rying to plecase a “certain
type of pcople”. | agree that my answers are sometimes not
strong enough. In a column like this | have to be culturally
scnsilive. Interestingly enough, | have been accused of an-

swering
that?

Dear Mita,

from a 'western’ liberal viewpoint. What do you say to

My best friend thinks | am trying to have an affair with her
husband. | am happily married with 2 children and am cer-
tainly not interested in him. lle likes me and jokes a lot be-
cause | am his wife’s friend. What can | do to stop her from
having such foolish thoughts? It is very insulting for me and

embarrassing too.

Dear Anonymous,

Anonymous, Dhaka

Some people arc slightly paranoid about their husbands

and will not spare
when the

sband is very attractive in some ways

thetr best friends also. This often ha s

and is -

cally due td a sense of insecurity. | am afraid there is little you
can do short of severing all relationship with the couple. You

could also
husband in

and talk to her. It could be
past has given her reasons to feel insecure. In

possible that her

cither case you' should not be victimised.

Elizabeth Taylor and Larry Fortensky : Can the age gap be

‘Some women may leel
more powerful in relation o
younger men in a sense Lhat
they don't feel in relation 10
their pcers. It gives them a
chance to create a new, lcss
patriarchal structure. Some
youngcer men who have becn
brought up by women with a
[cminist consciousncss might
also be more caring, and not
completely divorced [rom

How do women
relate to younger
spouses? Are they
mere toy boys or
equal partners?

... .‘

their feelings.”

If women in their 308 and
40s arc also at their sexual
pecak, the younger man's
greater sexual stamina and ab-
sence of beer belly might add
to the atlraction. Research by
Dr David Weeks, principal
clinical psychologist at the
Royal Edinburgh Hospital, sug-
gests that sex across Lhe
decades can be good for you.
Peoplc who have relationships
with thosc younger than them-
sclves, he says, tend to look
and [cel younger, and are more
:ﬂnu'rc. healthy and happy over-

Gill, 40, had known Mike as
d [ricnd before the relationship
became scrious, and was un-
settled by pcople’s reactions. 7|
feel as if I'm outside society

Dear Mita,
I find housework very boring and tedious. My husband ex-

pecls a perfect home where everything
has to be of the best qualily and the
have. | have tried to live up to that

e e e ——
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Mike, a 29 -year-old lec-
turer, had no doubts, but his

did not come out with i
but they would ask
if | was sure | was doing the
right thing."

causing them cmbarrassment
amongst friends, and families
can somctimes ostracise the
couple compleiely. Although
many age-gap relationships
are happy and successful, they
arc considered higher risk.

The f(emale partners can
become more insecure, she
says, sceing cvery new wrinkle
as a Lthreat. Annic, a 56-year-
old masrried for 13
ycars to J . 44, a lorry
driver, says that in an other-
wise happy reclationship,
blessed by [riends and family,
this is her only fear.

1 the person
holhc:l can ul:-l’llptl '1“

ling older, and | worry that he
won't be so attracted to me
and that it will make a differ-
ence to how he feels.”

Jhon says that never put
him ofl, and mits that
Annie’'s indcpendence and
maturity was part of Lthe at-
traction. Dul is some age-gap
I'EIIM:; says Zelda West-
Mcads, can border on a
desire to avoid responajbility,
since the woman has
children, a carcer and a .
While not exaclly frec-loading,
the younger man t find
the woman less challenging
than women of his own age.

As for the cho-
view that such men t be
lrying to make up for the

mothering they did not have,
or felt was this is not

{ly therapist and author, with
John Clecse, of Families And
llow to Survive Them. "One is
always marrying one's mother,
(ather, "brothcrs or sisters
anyway, whatcver the age, and
there's nothing wrong with

that.

th:“ onc has had -a bad
mothering or fathering experi-
cnce thal hasn’t been worked
through carlicr then ‘marriage
can provide whal you nced.”

Author Frank Ronan, 28,
whose book The Men Who
Loved Evelyn Cotlon deals in
part with an agc gap relation-
ship, and who himself has an
older woman partner, says in-
compatibility between the
sexcs is far more significant
than age. 'I'm quite surprised
that anyone can have any sort
of relationship al all.,If you are
lucky enough to find someona

" you love and who you are also

prepared to share a bathroom
with then you don't step to
worry about Lheir age or what

people think — you just grab
it.”

in place.

ulway:w

but cannot. My

expectation
husband thinks I haven't tried hard enough. What is the solu-

tion? Please advuise.

Rehnuma, Shegun Bagicha, Dhaka.

Dear Rehnuma,

&

You can ask Mr Perfect to help you attain the above men-
tioned near impossible goals. A slightly untidy house where

the food is nol always

gourmet and children who are rowd

once in a while is not a reflection n:l{our inefliciency. The el-

fort, love and carc you put behind

that work is what mat-

ters and should be appreciated by your husband. Don't feel
guilty about nol liking housework. | know very few people

who do.

Run by a trained and experienced Family

counsellor, assisted by a

psychologist and lawyer, this

and Marriage
s hnnlwglm of doctor,
umn mt:'

lions relating to family, marriage, health, family

and social and interpersonal rela
Please address letters to Mita, The

Star. GPO Box

3257 or to 28/1, Toynbee Circular Road, Motijheel,

Dhaka- 1000.
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