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SATKHIRA

34 800 acres
khas land
distributed
From Our Correspondent

Oct 8: About 34,800 acres
of khas land have been dis-
tributed among 44,231 land-
less families of the districts
under Khulna division.

According to the oflicial
sources, of the total, 7100
acres were distributed in
Satkhira district, 1500 acres
in. Khulna, 1600 acres in
Bagerhat, 3000 acres in
Patuakhali, 12,200 acres in
Bhola, 1200 acres in Jalakhati,
7600 acres in Barisal and 500
acrcs in Jessare district.

UDs on rise

The number of unnatural
deaths (UD) are on rise in two
upazilas of Satkhira district for
the last nine months. In all 90
persons mel unnatural deaths
in Satkhira Sadar and
Assassuni upazilas of the dis-
trict.

According to the oflicial
sources, of the total 136 per-
sons committed suicide in
Satkhira upazila and 54 per-
sons in Assassuni upazila of the
district.

Family troubles, failure in
love, dowry, poverty etc are
the main causes of the suicide,
it is rcported.

RANGPUR
Jobless people
converging on
district HQ

Oct 8: A large number of
people rendcred destitute by
the recent [lood has been con-
verging on the district head-
quarters in search of liveli-
hood, reports UNB.

Acute food crisis and lack of
job opportunities in the rural
arcas in the afltermath of the
flood have forced them leave
their homes and look for work
in the urban areas, many of
them said here.

About 7.50 lakh pcople have
been rendered destitute in the
flood that affected 58 unions of
the district.

Standing crops on 80,000
acres of land were completely
and on 68,000 acrcs

in the flood.
Most of the farmers In the
worst affected areas of

Gongachar upazila are passing
their days in terrible hardship
with their crops washed away

and dwcllings destroyed.
FARIDPUR

Prize distributed
Oct 8: Prize distribution
function of Lhe ten-day long
cultural competition of rlhnﬂ:
Foundation, Faridpur in con-
nection with the of
Eid-e-Miladunnabi was hecld
recently at the Foundation au-
ditortum, reports BSS.

The cultural competition
included Kerat, Azan,
Recitations, Islamic songs, ex-
tempore spceches and cssay

writings.
About 70 ts of
schools and madras took

part in 14 subjects of competi-
tion.

Mr Md Abdur Rahim,

Deputy Commissfoner dis-
tribuled prizes among Lhe
winnecrs.

MYMENSINGH

International Day
for Old observed
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PATUAKHALI

Work on 37
projects in
progress

Oct 8: Work on 37 projects
to protect four upazilas of the
distric\ from tidal surge and
intrusion of saline watcr is
progressing fast, reports UND.

The projects [inanced by
the International Development
Agency (IDA) are being imple-
mented by Water Development
Board (WDDB) at a cost of Tk 11
crore.

According to olfficial
sources, the work on the pro-
jects includes construction of
closer dam, sluice gates and
lus sluice gates.

Of the total projects, four
are being constructed in
Sadar, 18 in Galachipa, scven
in Kalapara and eight in
Mirzagan| upazilas. '

With the implementation of
the projects, about 15,000
acres ol agricultural land would
be saved from tidal surgc and
salinity, the sources said.

BARISAL

River erosion
renders 6000
homeless

Oct 8: About 6000 pcople
have been renderced homeless
by the crosion of the six rivers
in [ive upazilas ol Lhe district
during the last few months,
reporis UNB.

The erosion of the rivers
Kirtonkhola, Sanhya, llisha,
Mcghna, Naya Bhangulee and
Tetulia has affected badly
Sadar, Banaripara, Mchendi-
ganj, llizla and Muladi upazilas
during the period.

Aboul 50 families have been
allected by the recent erosion
of the river Sugandha along
west Dapdapia belt

Infor sourccs said, the
ferryghat of Dapdapia between
Barisal and Patuakhali route
has been facing serious crosion
threat.

About 1000 familics of
Baisari, Chakhar and Sycdkhati
villages in Banaripara upazila
have been affected by the cro-
sion of the river Sandhya. At
lcast 2000 families of Muladi
and llizla upazilas have bcen
alflected and 5000 acrcs of
croplands were devoured by
the river [lisha.

Aboul 2000 houscs and 400
acres of land have gone inlo
the rivers Meghna and Naya
Bhangulee. The allccted vil-
lages are: llarinathpur,
Guabari, Dhulkhali and Jangalia
in Mchendigan] upazila.

RANGAMATI
8 horticulture
nurseries being
damaged

Oct B8: Eight horticulture
nurserics raised with crores of
Taka in the greater Chit
Hill Tracts are being dn:\‘n..;g
for non-placement of fund, re-
ports UNB.

Ten officers and 96 stalls of
all the nurseries along with
their dependents have been
passing Lheir days in sub-hu-
man condition due to non
payment of their salaries for
the last four months, informed
sources said.

In the absence ol proper
maintenance due to constraint
of fund, the very useful units
for the development of horti-
culture sectors in the greater
Chittagong Ilill Tracts are be-

ing damaged day by day.

Due to non-renewal of the
Five Year Plan which

has ended on July 30, ‘9] last,
these projecis are running
without any fund causing ir-

recoverable to the -
nursery and un sufferings
to its stall

MAGURA

30,000 acres
brought under
cotton farming

Oct 8: A total of 30,000
acres of land have becn
brought under collon cultiva-
tion in four southern districts
of Khulna division during Uhc
current season, official sources
said, UNB.

Bangladesh Cotton

Development Board has taken
up this massive programme in

Magura, Jhenidah, Jessore and
Narafl districts.

According to official
sources, the target

rail track af Pagla in Narayangan;.
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With the rapid growth of population the number of floating people i1s on the rise. Photo shows
this old lady who has no abode plucking ‘Kalmi Shak’ (a leafy vegetable) to live on, beside the

MAULVI DBAZAR, Oct 8:
Baralckha, the most neglected
upazila of the districl is besct
with manifold problems. Some

- of them are lack of educational

[acilitics, bad communication
syslcm, scarcily of pure drink-
ing walcr, lack of medicare,
oor rccrcationul [acilitics,
ack of proper maintenance of
hals and bazurs.

Baralckha consisting 304
villages in 12 unions with a
populaton of aboul 2,15,000 is
umous for tca industries.
Jhere ure 19 tea gardens in
the upazila. It is also [amous for
betel leal cultivation. Seven
tribal punjee and hundreds of
punjee members are engaged
in betel leal cultivation.,

The cduculional scctlor is
not at all taken into considera-
tion for fts development. Only
one degree college, 13 high
schools, 12 nudrashas includ-
ing four scnior madrashas, 99
povernment primary schools
are covering the education of
the whole upazila.

The communication net-
work of the upazila is the most
negleeled one. The condition
of eatsting pucca and kulcha
roads fis wvery deplorable.

Numerous holes and cracks
have developed al diflerent
points causing immwense suller-
ings to the people.

The train services are most
irregular causing great incon-
venience lo the passengers.
Inadequate number of bogies
and overloading has become a
common [eature in he Lrains.

The suffering pcople hope
that the concerned authorities
will construct new roads and
repair existing roads and rail-

— Star photo | Way linés to improve the

Erosion grabs 20,000 dwellings

communication system of the
rural areas. Scarcity of drink-
ing water is an added problem.
About 35 per cent of the cxist-
ing tubewells have been lying
out of order for a long time. As
a result, the people have been
using contaminated waler of
canals, ponds and dilches.
Mosquito menace on the other
hand, makes the lifc miserable,
Water hyacinth, stagnant water
filled with garbage are the
breeding centres of the
mosquiloes.

The upazila health complex
at Baralekha can hardly pro-
vide medicare to the people of
the area. Acute shortage of
medicines force thousands of
people parllculnrznt}u poor
section to return ppointed
without treatment.

Frequent power [ailure is a
serious problem for the inhabi-
tants of the upazila headquar-
tecrs. Dwellers say thal most o
the upazila uarter arcas
plunge into darkness very
often just after sunset.
Morecover, there are no bulbs
on the light posts,
Consequently anti-social activi-
tics have increased much.

There are no rccreational
[acilities for the children or
clderly people. There is no toi-
let or urinal in the upazila
headquarters. People respond
to the nature's call beside
roads and office buildings
poliuting the environment.

At least 23 hats and bazars
in 12 unions of Baralckha
upazila are in bad condition
due to lack of proper mainte-
nance. Inadequale space, bad
drainage system, paucily of

in Gaibandha, Jamalpur

From Our Correspondent

GAIBANDHA, Oct 8: About
10,000 inhabitants of four
upazilas of the district have
been rendered homeless due
to severe erosfon in the river
Brahmaputra that continues
unabated for over a month. The
worst affected upazilas are
Saghata, Fulchhari, Gaibandha
Sadar and Sunderganj. Of these
Fulchhari is the worst-hit
upazila where the UZ head-
quarters {is now on the verge
of collapse.

Mcanwhile, vast tracts of
cultivable land., homesteads,
religious and educational insti-
tutions, markets and oflice
buildings have already been
devoured by the surging water
of the rfver Brahmaputra.

The erosion continues to
causc devastalion at Tarapur,
Dchabandh, DBelka, Kapasia,
Chandpur, Haripur and
Srecpur unfons under
Sundergan] upazila; Raidasbart,
Kamarjani and Rassolpur under
Galbandha Sadar upazila;
Fulchhari, Gajaria and
Katlamart under Fulchhari
upazila: Munshirhat, Kachua
and Gobindapur under Saghata
1 peerila.

Sundergan| and Fulchhari
upazila headquarters are being
threcatened by the eroston.
Sundergan] Upazila Parishad

building is now only a few
years away from erosion and
Fulchhar! Upazila Parishad
complex is on the point of be-
ing devoured by the mighty
river. Inhabitants of Fulchhari
have been shifting their houses
and business structures to
safer places. DBesides, struc-
tures ol government and other
departments are being sold on
auction but the bidders are
showing little interest on the
matter as all the structures are
now on the verge ol extinction.

This year no precautionary
measures were taken by the
concerncd authorities to con-
tain the eroston of the river
Brahmaputra.

Our Correspondent [rom
Jamalpur writes: Erosion of
the rivers Jamuna,

Brahmaputra, Jeengiram and
Ghenal ecroded about 10,000
homesteads rendering a large
number of people homeless in
scven upazilas of Jamalpur
district recently.

The homeless pcople have
taken shelter at Jamalpur,
Dewanganj, Sharishabari rail
way station, closed raflway
lincs and flood control em
bankments., A total of 89 vil-
lages in Dewanganf, Islampur,
Madarganj, Sharishabari,

Bakshiganj and Melandah
upazilas have been washed
away either partially or totally.

The district administration
has, however, undecriaken
measures to rehabflitate the
homeless people.

Water Development Board
(WDB) sources said thal the
erosion has also hit {lood con-
trol embankment f{rom
Bahadurabad to Jagannathganj
ghats. The erosion, if intensi-
fied lurther may also hil the
embankment at Noapara, the
source added.

The embankment {s badly
damaged at several points due
to current year's flood and it
was supposcd to be repaired

before monsoon. But due Lo
fund constraints the repair
work at the embankmcent
could not be completed, it is
learnt.

The erosion of these [our
rivers has been continuing un
abatedly for the last 20 ycars.
During the period about three
hundred square miles in the
alleccted arcas were washed
away and over two lgkh people
were rendered homeless, A
compelent source sald that f
the crosion continues at this
pace Dewanganj upazila hcad-
quartcrs and Dewangani Sugar
Mills will be devoured shortly.

Meanwhile, a WDB source
said thal the Dewanganj upazila
flood protection embankment
which is being completed at a
cost of Taka four crore [ive
lakh has been Lhreatened by
the old Brahmaputra and
Jeengiram crosion. With the
rise in the water level ul the
river Jamuna, Madarganj
Upazila Parishad building is
now only 2500 feet away from
the river, Fulzur Bazar and a
large portion of the headquar-
ters have so far been devoured

bz the river.

!

peded the normal funclioning
of the hats and bazars.

A number of unauthorised
shop owners are grabbing the
space creating inconvenicnees
to both buyers and sellers.

Local people have urged the
authorities concerned Lo Lake
proper steps to miligale their
suflerings.

Road link in
Shariatpur needs

improvement

From Our Correspondent

SHARIATPUR, Oct 8: The
communication system of six
upazilas of the district is de-
plorable. Due to lack of requi-
site number of bridges and
culverts the communication
has become more difficult. As a
result, the sufferings of the
people know no bounds.

The Damudya-Barakhal
bridge 1s the only means. of
communication that connects
Damudya with Vedargonj. But
the bridge was destroyed in
the flood of 1988. It has net
yet been repaired.

In Vedargonj upazila, a
wooden bridge across
Bari Khal connecting Sadurhat
with Kartikpur s immedi-
ate repair. The construction of
Paprail bridge on Vedargonj-
Shariatpur road has not yet
been completed even alter two
decades. As a result, thousands
of people are experfencing a
lot of troubles.

In Naria upazila a big
wooden bridge connecting
Surassar with Vedargon| is in a
dilapidated condition. Another

pure d waler, ereclion  bridge adjacent to Vojesswar
of unp sheds have im-  bazar needs early repair.
7 bank employees Publication
suspended for ceremony
Cormptiﬂn From Our Correspondent

SIRAJGANJ, Oct 8 : Seven
cmployces of local Kalibari
Agrani Bank branch here have
been putl under suspension for
their alleged corruption and
dcfalcation of huge amount of
moncy, reports UNB.

According to bank sourccs,
the delalcation was detected
by an audit team when the
foutid that innumerable cas
drafts {CD) of approximately
Tk 80 lakh were issucd with-
oul cash deposit.

The cmployees arc
Shahidur Rahman, Managcr,
Azizul Bari, 2nd officer Amir
Hossain and stall member
Ferdous, Mukul Bhaumik,
Sukumar Chandra and Amjad

| Hossain.
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epidemic

in Magura

MAGURA, Oct 8: Diarrhoea
and other intestinal discases
have broken out in an alurming
proportion in Salikha and
Srcepur upazilas of the dis-
Lrict, reports UND,

According to iInformed
sourccs, over 300 people have
been attacked by the discascs
in the two upazilas during the
last [ew days.

Chairman ol Salikha upazila
Sarzzadur Rahiman Tarulder in-
fornwd that about 150 pcople
wore  attacked in Talkhort

union ol his upazila. The al-
fecled villages are: Chandra,
Marpur, Chailrabari, Naghosa
and Saplal.

According Lo local hcalth
departnient, aculce scarcily ol
purc walcr and taking ol adul-
leruled food were the main
rcasons bchind the oulbreak of
the discases.

A nunber of mwedical leams
have been working in the al-
fecled areas lo combul the dis-
cascs, ollicial sources said.

15,459 acres cropland

go under water
From Our Correspondent

COMILLA, Oct B: Following
heavy rains during the last few
days in nine upazilas aboul
15,459 acres of cropland have
gone under water,

According to the district
agricultural extension office
sources, Paddy on BOO acres

has been damaged al
Nangalcoat, 2034 acres al
NDevidwar, 480 acres (in
Chandina, 7160 acres |in

Chouddagram., 500 acres in
l.Laksham, 1480 acres |In
Muradnagar, 1000 acrcs {n
Burichang, 1225 acres in
Brahmanpara, and 780 acres in
Sadar upasfia

it is to be mention here
that in Dauvdkandi, Humna and
llarura upazilas transplanted
Aman paddy were not cultf-
vialed

Alhaj Nurul [slam (60] died
nn Lhe spot when his son
Mustafa Mia attacked him with
a chair at Danura village under
3elgar uparzila under Laksham.
It is alleged that the victim
was buricd without post
mortem. Family guarrel was
the cause of his death, it is
learnt

BNSB programme

Bangladesh National Society
for the Blind (BNSH) began a
programme on cyesight lest
for the school children al
Comilla Fajzunnisa Girls

Sehool. BNSB will include 16
schools under this programme
to provide treatment [ree of
COsl.

In its primary survey BNSH
lound that the eye problems
are more among the school
¢oing children and youths.

Apni Jarer Pakhi a children
and youlh organisation ex-

tendcd its co-operation in this
programme

Press Club
executives

The election of
Chouddagram Press Club was
held at local VIP restaurant
last week.

Professor Jamaluddin

Ahmed was in the chair whilc
President of Comilla Undon of

Journalists, Principal Delwar
Jahid was the chiefl guest. It

was addressed, among others,
by M G Mahluz (Dafly Inquilab),
Khairul Ahsan Mantk (Ajker

Kagaz), Md. Shahidullah
(Banglar Bani), Md. Abdul
Kasem (Khabar), AW Akbar
Masum [Janala), Professor

Yasin Patwar [[Dinkal).

The elected members of
the executive body arc:
President — Motahar Hussain
Jamal, Vice President —
Professor Yasin Patlwary,
General Seeretary — Yakub
Patwari, Assistant General
Secretary — A K Azad,

150 arrested
in Munshigan

From Our Correspondent

MUNSIHIGANJ, OctL 8 : One
hundred fifty people were ar-
rested and three handnjade
pipe guns and some lethal
weapons were recovered [rom
different parts of Lhe district
during Operation Doorbar. Ol
the total 28 arc maslans, 63
are convicted and absconding
miscreants and 59 'are heid
under Seclion 54.

Total 403 criminal and
1103 civil cases including ap-

pcal cases arc lying pending in
the district courts.

According to the sources,
758 etvil cases are lying pend-
ing in the district judge
courts, sub-judge courts and
scnior assistant judge court in
different upazilas of the dis-
trict.

It s gathered that there are
no assistant judges in four
upazilas for a long time ham-
pering smooth court function-

ing.

The existence of age-old
Ramazan Balg number nine
Primary School wunder
Mu Pourashava is now
at stake. It is on the verge of
collapse as the walls and rools
are in dilapidated condition.
The classes of 500 siudents
are being held under the open

aky.

After establishment of the
school buflding repair works
wWere unl!)‘ done In 1965 and
since Lhen the school was not

Treasurer — Mahbubul Haque. S«dcveloped or renovated.

2 jéiled for murder

From Our Correspondent

PATIYA, Oct 8 : Mr Rafiqur
Rahman Patwari, Additional
District and Sessions Judge,
Chittagong in a judgment de-
ltivercd recently convicted Nur
Muhammad and Darus Salam
for murdering one Emdad
Meah of Moneyabad under
Satkania Upazila and sen-
tenced them to life imprison-

ment.

The case in briel is that
Emdad Meah, son of late Lal
Mcah of Moneyabad under
Satkania Upazila, while retum-
ing home at night on 10-11-
1986 from local cinema hall

| the accused Nur Muhammed

and Darus Salam attacked him
at Bazalia Bomang Hat and in-

Mlicted injury on his chest by a
aharp knife. Emdad Meah suc-
cumbed to his injuries on 11-
11-19886 at Chittagong Medical

Collcge llospital.

Satkania police after inves-
tigation submitted charge
sheet st the accused per-
sONs. accused Darus Salam
has, since then, been abscond-

ing.

The learmed judge after ex-
amining evidences of wit-
negses found them &ll':.r ol
murder and awarded life

term.

Advocate Sheikh Alimullah
Chowdhury APP for
the prosecution while

Advocale Alak Mutshuddy de-
fenddd the accused.

Faridpur

BSS [from Faridpur says :
Assistant Sessions Judge of
Faridpur Mr A K sen-
te one Binode alias
Shahed Molla to suffer rigorous
imprisonment for 14 years and
a lE-:c of Taka 10 thousand on
charge of raping a minor girl.

In default to m the fine
the convict will s rnﬁu::
one ycar, th:]udmt
on last September 28 says.

According to the rn.eﬂl
tion story the accu Binode
Molla aged 50 years ol village
Laksmipur under Bhanga

upazila of this district a
one Zahida Khatun 8

NARAIL, Oct 8 : The publi- -
cation ceremony of the
Pakkhik Kiron published by

Naimur Rahman Firoz
was held through a colourful
function at Narail Press Club
premises recently .

In this connection a discus-
sion meeting was arranged
which was chaired by Advocate
Sartl Abdul Hakim, President,

Internationally famous artist
S M Sultan attended as the
chief guest and Mr Ali Hossain,
Deputy Commissioner was pre-
sent as Lhe honourable gucst
while Mr Mozammel Hoque SP
and Profcssor Dr Moklesur
Rahman wcre present as Lhe
special guests respectively.

PmTIxEchl-:f guest nlg that
without dcmocracy the free-
dom of news paper cannol be
ensured, without freedom of a
newspaper democracy be-
comes meaningless.

Netrakona Govt
College plagued
with problems

From Our Correspondent

NETRAKONA, Oct. B8:
Netrukona Government College
is facing manifold problcms.
The college is [acing acule
shortage ol teachers in almost
all deparinwnis causing scri-
ous inconveniences and suller-
ings Lo Lhe students.

Since its nationalisation in
1980, 14 posts ol Assoclale
Prulcssors have been crealed
bul thcse posts are ycl lo be
filled up. Further the collcge
got permission to opcn
honours course in Bengali and

Fohittcal Science but five years
have already clapsed but still

the course could ' 'w started
due to lcacher shot! o,

Six posts ol -~istanl
Professors out of 1t . .
vacant in the dep..'' .« ut of
Philosophy, History |slamie

History, Chemistry, Uengali
and Political Science. Eleven
posts of lecturers out of 30 are
also lying vacant in the de-
partments of Bengall,
Mathematics and Zoology. Only
onc Assistant Professor in each
of the two departments fis
somchow managing the whole
work load.

The inhabitants and elite of
Nectrakona wurged the con-
cerned authoritics to start
honours course and to All up
all the vacant posts.

Indian sarees
recovercd

MAGURA, Oct 8: Police re-
covured Indian sarecs worth
about Tk 76,000 and arrested
nm!rumﬁmepururhﬂ
the district, reports UND.
Mul‘ﬂﬂ I-IIIH.-‘IIM'
tion, police intercepled a mi-
cro bus (Dhaka-Cha- 1278 at

lhlﬂlhh.'-

A case h-lw
with the r police and
the arrested was for-
warded to loecal court.



