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[BANGKOK THAI RESTAURANT

The House of Peace & Rest, The Place of High Class.

We Cordially Invite you to ftry owr Beoutifully

prepared ond Beautifiuly presented authentic
THAI CUISINE ond SEAFOOD in the cosy

atmosphere of a LOVELY HOUSE.

1443 ASIAN HIGHWAY ROAD, NASIRABAD,
CHITTAGONG. RSVP CALL TEL: 226803
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Cabinet meet
held

The regular weekly meeting
of the Cabinet was held
at Bangabhaban with
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
&ia in the chair. Ministers and
te Ministers-in-charge a!
the mecting. said an
official handout. reporis UNH.

Kazi Zafar granted

tion of a 10-member rrmdirnl
board. Doctors recommended
that Zafar should be treated i1
“family atmosphere’

Following the recommenda

tion, Home Ministry ordered
his immediate release. Zafar's
family sources said. reports

A meeting of the Whips of
the Treasury Bench in

Irf. the BNP

Mryhnymh:prc
thtcmu-.-cnmm
-{u-J-tty
Bhaban at 12 noon to-
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Two Writ petitions secking
limited stay of the election of
President on the ground that
the Election of President Act
1991 was ultra Vires ol the
Constitution were rejected by
a Single Bench of the Supreme
Court on Monday.

In his judgement, Judge
l1abibur Rahman Khan said,
"Considering the balance of
convenience and inconve-

nience at this stage | do not
consider it proper to pass an
ad-interim order staying the
clection of President of
Bangladesh scheduled to be
held on October 8, 1991.°

The judgement has cleared
the way for smooth clection of
the President under the par-
liamentary form of govern-
ment.

The Single Bench compris-
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Star Report

ing Justice llabibur Rahman
Khan of the High Court
Division heard the ‘stay part’ of
the Writ petitions for thrce
days before delivering its
judgement in a crowded court-
room at 5 pm.

The Writ pctitions were
filed by the Awami Lcague
lcaders Abdus Samad Azad and
others, and Barrister Moudud
Ahmed of the Jatiya Party.

The original petition of
Abdus Samad Azad and others
had challenged the Election of
President Act, 1991 as well as
the Election of President
l[amendment) Ordinance
promulgated on September 28.

In their petition Abdus
Samad Azad and others had
prayed for both stay and rule.

When the case was moved
on October 2, the Single
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Bench referred it o the Chief
Justice for order since the
Bench did not have the juris-
diction to deal with the ‘rule
part’ of the petition, and a
Division Bench competent to
hear both the stay and the rule
parts ol the case could be
there alter the end of tLhe
Court’s’ present vacation on
October 20.

The Acting Chicf Justice In

IJRI
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Writs seeking stay of pre51dent1al poll rejected

his order passed on October 3
asked the Single Bench to hear

the ‘stay part’ of the case and
fixed October 5 as the date of
hearing.

Subsequently on October 6
Abdus Samad Azad and others
submitted a supplementary
pctition making two more
prayers challenging the con-
vening of meeting of the

See Page 12 Col. 7

Abdur Bahman Biswas, Badrul Haider Chowdhury fight straight battle for presidency

By Staff Cnrrespundent

Three hundred and thirty
members of the Jalfya Sangsad
[pariament) will elcct a presi-
dent to becomc the titular
head of the state today. The
presidential election will be
hcld in an open ballol at the
Sangsad Bhaban.

An Election Commission
announcement said that all ar-
rangemenis have been made to
hold the presidential election
smoothly. The voting will Lake
place at the parlament house
for three hours from 2pm.
Four vole counters have been
set up for the purpose. Only
the two presidential candi-
dates, MPs, relevant officials
and journalists holding the se-
curity passes issued by the
Election Commission secre-
tariat will be allowed to enter
the Sangsad Dhaban, the an-
nouncement added.

There will be a straight
fight between the ruling party
BNP candidate, former
speaker Abdur Rahman Biswas
and the Awami nomi-
nee, former chiel justice
Badrul Haider Chowdhury.
Both the BNP with a strength
of 170 mLmbcra and tLhe

Awami League having 92 mem-
bers in the parliament were
engaged in the last-minule
hectic lobbying to enlist sup-
port for their respective can-
didate.

The Jamaat-e-Islami repre-
sented in the parliament by its
20 members may abstain [rom
the election race. The meeting
of AL candidate Justice
Chowdhury and BNP nominee
Abdur Rahman Biswas wilh
Prof Golam Azam, de facto
leader of the Jamaat, at his
Maghbazar residence a few
days ago had triggered off a
political storm.The AL high
command came undcr [ire at
the party Parllamentary group
mecting at the Sangsad Bhaban
Sunday as the party-backed
candidate Justice Chowdhury
met Golam Azam to seek his
blessings

The mecting of Justice
Chowdhury with Prol Golam
Azam crcaled strong rescnl-
ment among the Awami
allics also, including the CI'I.!
The CPB lcadership is sharply
divided oever voling 1o vole for
Justiee Chowdhury. A strong

See Page 12 Col. 7

Abdur Rahman Biswas, presidential candidate of the

ruling parlay -
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Presidential poll today

Justice Badrul Haider Chnwdhury, Awami League

nominee for presidency.

—Star photo

Last-minute efforts to create
consensus in Opposition

In a bid to create a consen-
sus in the Opposition, leaders

of Awami League, Jatiya Party

and Jamaat-e-Islami met

Monday night in three sepa-

rate meetings to work out

By Moinuddin Naser

the meeting.

Earlier at around 9.30 pm
Jatiya Party and Jamaat leaders
held an exclusive meeting at

the Jattya Party Parllamentary
Party office at the Sangsad

Maulana Obaidul Hague. :

Before the Jatiya Party-
Jamaat meeting. the Jamaat
leaders also held a meeting
with the Awami League lead-
ers.

strategies on the Presidential Bhaban During the meeting be-
election. Mizanur Rahman  tween the Jattya Party and the

The meeting between the Chowdhury and Maulana Jamaat, the Jattya Party was
Awami League and theJatiya Matiur Rahman Nizami, leader represented by Moudud
Party was going on till the of the Jamaat Parllamentary Ahmed. Shah Moazzem
writing of this report late last  Party, led their respective Hossain., Monirul Haque

b night. sides in the meeting. Chowdhury and others.

The Awami League chief The meeting was also at- The Jamaat was repre-
Sheikh Hasina and the Acting  tended by the NDP leader sented by Maulana Abdus
Chatrman of the Jatiya Party Salahuddin Quader Chowdhury., Sobhan. Sheikh Ansar All, Abul
Mizanur Rahman Chowdhury JSD leader Shah n Sira. Ahsan Mujahid and
led their respective sides in Islami Oikya Jote leader Sec Page 12 Col. |

UAE freezes Abedi's assets

ABU DHABI, Oct 7: The
United Arab Emirates (UAE)
has frozen assets held here by
the founder of the Bank of
Credit and Commerce
international and other BCCI of-

ml. as prospects for the
‘s lquidation grew. bank-
ing sources reported today, re
ports AFP.

They said all UAE banks had
received letters from the cen-
tral bank ordering them to take

the action against Aga Hassan

Abedi, a Pakistani.

The order targeted |8 other
BCCI executives, still in custody
in the UAE, and former BCC]
treasurer Ziaduddin Akbar, ac-

to the sources.

“The central bank's circular
cited an order by the Justice
Ministry.,” one source said. "It
asked the banks to take the

necessary action to freeze those said. °1 will not

accounts and inform the Justice
Ministry and the central bank
within two weeks,” he added.

Bankers said, they did not
know how much money the 20
BCCI officials — all Pakistanis —
had in the UAE, which groups
Abu Dhabi, the largest share-
holder in BCCI, and six other
emirales.

"There is no way to know
the size of these funds. But |
don't think they keep much

But another banker sug-
gested that Abedi and the other
executives could have consider-
able sums here to avoid taxes at
home.

“In Pakistan, America and

many other countries, there is a

tax on such deposits. In the
UAE there is no such tax,” he

be surprised if
these BCCI people have substan-
tial funds here.”

Abu Dhabl owns 77 per cent

See Plgt‘ 12Col. §
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Badrul calls

Salam liar
By Staff Correspondent

Presidential candidate
former Chief Justice Badrul
Haider Chowdhury yesterday
blasted Secretary General of
the BNP at a press conference,
for what he called lying about
the job offer by the Prime
Minister herself which was re-
ported in different newspa-
pers.

Justice Chowdhury in his
maiden press conference wel-
comed the journalists cor-
dially. offering twigs of
rajanigandha’ to each.

But he flared up in a fit of
agitation when asked to com-
ment on Salam Talukdar's
statement that he was not of-
fered job by the Prime
Minister.

“This is a lle. Whe is Salam
Talukdar? He was not present
at that meeting. | don't feel
like making any comment on
his statement. Matin
Chowdhury was there and he

did not give any rejoinder.”

Justice C also said
that he did not see Salam
Talukdar at his court during
the last twenty Years of his
service as judge in the High
Court and Supreme Court.

in his written statement
Justice Badrul Hatder
Chowdhury hoped that the
people’'s representatives will
vote for him in tomorrow's

S Cniite o e
"a te of nattional con-

sensus” to uphold democratic

rights.
After the press conference
Justice C hury went to MP

hostels at Sher-e-Bangla Nagar
to seek votes. He also met the
women MPs at the womens
MP hostel and sought vote.

The BNP MPs however a

preciated his courage but said
See Page 12 Col. 3

Shelter for all by
2000, hopes PM

The government would lake
ellective steps to ensure shel-
ter for the homeless and cre-
ate living environment for all
to fulfil the people's constitu-
tional rights, Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia said
Monday, reports UNB.

She was addressing the in-
augural function ol a seminar
in observance of the World

Habitat Day—199]1 at the
Housing and DBuilding
Research Institute (11BRI),
Mirpur.

World Habitat Day-1991 was
obscrved In Bangladesh and
clscwhere in the World this
year's theme being “Shelter

and the Living Environment”.

Begum ?h sald directive
had already been issued to the
concerned authorities to en-
surc improved habitat, secure
housing, hygenic water supply
and scwerage, electricity and
roads to improve the living en-
vironment.

She stressed on expanding
the civic amenities not only in
urban areas but also in the
districts, upazilas and unions
to improve the habitat and liv-
ing conditions for all.

The Prime Minister hoped
that despite limited re-
sourccs, the government

See Page 12 Col. §

AL opposes use of JS
chamber for voting

By Staff Correspondent
The Awami League called and on the role of AL MP’s dur-
upon the BNP to vote for ing the third session of Lhe
Justice Badrul Illaider Jattya Sangsad (parliament).

Chowdhury in the presidential
election for strengthening the
foundation of democracy. The
AL termed Justice Chowdhury
as an indcpendent candidate
who is the symbol of national
CONSCNSUS.

The call was given in a rcso-
lution adopted at the joint
meeting of AL Working
Committee and its parliamen-
tary party (ALPP) hcld at
party's central oflice on
Monday evening. Prestded over

by party chiel Sheikh [Hasina, -

the joint mweting discusscd
today's presidential election

The resolution maintained
that the President should be a
symbal of national consensus
under parliamentary democ-
racy and the post should neol
be brought under the control
of any party.

The AL meeting opposed
the decision of the authoritics
to use chamber of the parlia-
ment as polling centre lor
election of President and said
this was a clear violation of the
rules of procedure. The meet-
ing the authorities to pe-
rain [rom using the chamber

See Page 12 Col. 6

Yugoslav planes bomb Croatian President's office

LZAGREB. Oct : WO
Yugoslay Air Fnrct plll‘ltl
bombed the offices of Croatian
President Franjo Tudjman
here woday in the first radd on
the Croatian capital, the
Croatian Hina news agency
sai, reports AFP.

A huge cloud of smoke
could be seen rising from the
historic old quarter of Zagreb
where the Croatian pariiament
and presidential offices are lo-
cated and loud explosions
were beard during the 3 pm.
{1400 GMT) raid

According to Hina, the

Banski Dveori Palace where
Tudjman has his offices was
hit.

A resident of the area told
AFP by telephone that windows

in the t building had
been but it was un- *
clear if the building itsell had
been hit

The [first raid by the
Yugoslav Air Force on Zagreb's

city center came just hours
after General Andrija Raseta, a
top Yugoslav Army General,
threatened to launch a large-
scale attack on the capital of

the breakaway republic.

Vice-President Branko
Kostic also said Monday that
the Yugoslav army would use
force to Mie a siege on army
barracks in Croatia by Croatian
forees.

Kostic, from the republic of
Montenegro, said some 26,000
soldiers and their families have
been trapped in barracks for
more than two months and the
army had decided to free
them

"We have decided to liber

ate them through force.” the

official ur news agency
quoted Kostic as telling the
of the southern re-

parlament
public. “It is no longer a mili-
tary question but a moral
question.”

Serbia and its allies seized
control on October 3 of the
collective federal presidency

headed by Stipe Mesic, a Croat

Yugosiav army troops fired
four surface -to-surface missiles
today against Croatian posi-
tions in the Croatian capital
Zagreb, the Yugoslav news
agency Tanjug reported.

Tanfug. citing military

sources in the wown of Glina,
about 80 kilometers (37 miles)
south of Zagreb, said that the
missiles were fired at two
Croatian barracks. a Croatian
Natonal Guard basc and a base
for special units of the Croatian
Interfor Ministry.

The military sources did
not say i the targets were hit
of what kind of missiles were
used in the attacks on the eap-

ital of the breakaway republic

Earlier report adds : The
Soviet Uniton called for
“unconditional observance” by

the Yugoslav federal army of
the latest ceaselirée 1In

Croatia appeared imminent,
the official Tass news agency

reported today

A message
overnight by

transmitted
the Soviet

Ambassador in Belgrade to
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Lu reassures

China will always be keen to
cooperate with Bangladesh in
its all-round eflforts to attain
development and self-relfance,
reports BSS,

The wvisiting Chinese Vice
Minister for machincry and
electricity Lu Yian Sun told
this to Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia when he
her at her residence.

The Chines¢ Vice Minister
who arrived in Dhaka to attend
the foundation laying cere-
mony of 210 magawall power
station at Raozan, Chi
expressed his hope that

h would prosper and
attain selfl reliance under the
able leadership of Begum Zia.

Lu also expressed the ghati-
tude of the C people and
governmenl to Bangladesh for
its help to China during tLhe

See Page 12 Col. 8

Nobe] Medicine
Prize goes
to Germans

STOCKHOLM, Oet 7 :
German Cell Physiologists
Erwin Ncher and Bert
Sakmann won the 1991 Nobel
Prize in Physiology today for
their discoveries concerning
"the function of single ion

on

channcls in cclls,” reports
Reuter.
The two researchers

“contributed to the under-
standing of the ccllular mech-
anisms underlying several dis-
eascs, including diabetes and
cystic fibrosis”, the Swedish
Karolinska Institute said in its

official citation.

Neher works at the Max-
Planck-Institute for
Biophysical Chemistry in
Goettingen, Germany.
Sakmann works at the
Department of Cell Physio
al the Max-Planck-Institute lor

Medical Rescarch in
Hetdelberg, Germany.

CPB for national

democratic front

By Staff Correspondent

The Fiflth Congress of the
Communist Party of
Bangladesh (CPB) on Monday
unanimously adopted its politi-
cal resolution with a partial
amendment.

The political resolution was
placed before the delegates of
the Congress on Sunday.

The Congress delegates also
passed six amendments to the
party constitution till yesterday
evening.

A total of 462 proposals on
constitution amendments were
carlicr recetved by the central
commitice of which 436 wure
placed before the Congress cx-
cluding 26 common proposals.
Discussions on the rest ol the
proposals continued ill late
last night.

The political resolution ex-
presscd the CPR's commil-

See Page 12 Col 3

Armed student
demos demand
violence-free
campus

By DU Correspondent

Arch rivals Jattyatabadi
Chhatra Dal (JCD) and Chhatra
League (BCL) brandished arms
in a show of strength and then
held separate processions and
rallics at the Dhaka University
on Monday calling for a vie-
lence-free campus.

Panicky students ran to
safety during the armed
demenstration in front eof
Shamsunnahar Hall Clash was

Activiats of both JCD and
BCL (S-A) later brought out
processions and held rallies
accusing each others ol creat-
ing terrorism on the DU cam-

See Page 12 Col. 2

UNO gheraoed
for food, work
in Rangpur
From Our Corrupo-d_cnt

RANGPUR, Oct T : About
live thousand led by

A.m}-d Hossain '
Ihl Ullpur U Nirbahi

pazila
m-l.llluhyunrdq
demanding food, work and
medieal aid for the Nood al-
fected people.

They also shouted slogans

demanding laune of test
relicl operations and tion
of all party relief commitices.



