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In 1989, for example, some
5,000 girls aged 13 o 19 had
babies. Official statistics record
2,100 teenagers
abortion in the year previous to
March 1990.

This s a country where
women wait longer before
marrying, about hall of
teenagers have had sex by the
time they are aged 16, more

marriages arc collapsing and
abortion is on the rise.

New Zealand has the scc-
ond-highest teen reg-
nancy rate in mmm
ng to Dr Sue

Bagshaw, medical director of
the Family Planning

gcnerous state
cash al-

break-ups.
One idance
counsellor cost of all

HEN the N-250 aijr-
craflt rolls out of the
hangar in Indonesia in
1994 it will mark a milestone
for Asian aviation — the first
aircraft totally designed with-
out outside assistance. It could
also change the face of
Indonesian aviatior®
The manufacturer, Nusa-
ntara Aireraflt Industries
(IPTN), has been making
planes and parts under lieence
from foreign makers of 15
years. The turboprop N-250
aircraft, expected to be ready
for delivery in 1996, will be a

high technology product but of
simple, uu?f,'r X

low Tuecl consu . Seating
50, Ilﬂnhlnmwﬂuthodg

in its class.

The second national car-
rier, ti (which means

mu,- ﬂrl'lli-".l"ﬂﬂ Bﬁ H'
(N stands for Nusantara

people each year. — by Winthrop C. Carthy.

Economic Commission for
Asia and the Pacific (ESCADP),

the region's lation contin-
ues to some 55 mil-
lion each year.

region's pepulation as
of 1990 represenied in In-

crease of about 20 per cent
. It is ex-

to reach a tetal of about
4,000 million =
ty rates will not de-
t level for
most countrics ol the rcgion
belfore 2010." notes ESCAP.
"During the 1990s and into
the next century, the vast ma-
jority of births in the region
will continue to occur in those
are charac-

Ministerial Conference
on Social Welfare and Social
Development, to be held in
Manila on October 7-11,

- ESCAP says that "the region's

population size and rate of
growth, its changing age com-

position and its shifting rural-
wu:wmnbnumn acl as an

L inlluence on many
current social development is-
SUCS.

"Mass poverty, widespread
uncmployment and underem-
ployment, rural landlessnecss,
urban r, natural resource
depletion, environmental
degradation, intcrnational in-
debtedness and political ten-
sions, are among the concerns
linked with the region's de-
mographic conditions.”

Modern medicine and edu-
cation have done much in re-
ccnt years

to help young children sur-
vive their vulnerable first five
ycars. Bul is the pace of im-
provemcnt, as some demogra-
phers fcar, slowing down pre-
maturcly in the developing
world?

Some answers may come
:-'om an ambitious nine-

ta gathering project sched-
uled to end in 1993, the
Demographic
Surveys {DHS). Data collected
by DIIS in 28 countries be-
tween 1986-90 show that dur-
ing the five-ycar period pre-
ceding the surveys, mortality

and Health-

among children under five
was h Lt In su

Africa (170 deaths per 1,000
live births).

It is considerably lowen for
North Alfrica (100 per 1,000)
and lower still for Latin
America and three Asian
counirics — Indonesia, Sri
Lanka and Thailand.

The age of the mother can
play a role in g child's death.

Children born to teenage
mothers, ly those un-
der age 18, a higher risk
of than any other

ity by 5 to 10 per cent.
Birth the DHS data

demonstrate, has been found
to be another important factor
in a child's chances of survival.
If born o a mother who has
given birth within the prior 18
months, a child from a devel-

countiry is, on average,
mb twice as i to die in
the first five years of life as a
child born two lour years after
a preceding birth.
According to the DHS, the
rate of the 's population
growth is changing in impor-

that fertility is declining in
sub-Saharan Alrica, specifically
in DBotswana, Kenya and

Zimbabwe.
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Family

Structure

Changes 1n Asia

More marriages are collapsing and abortion is on the
rise in New Zealand. In Asia are the Pacific, divorce,
separation, widowhood and unmarried parenthood,
and single-person households are also increasing. by
Ian McCrone

more than hall the enrolments
in previously male-dominated
university courses such as law,
medfcine and veterinary
scicnce.

New Zealand's predicament

_ perhaps reflects the changing

structure of the f[amily in Asia
and the Pacific where divorce,
separation, widowhood and
unmarried parenthood, and
single-person houscholds are
on the rise.

"Governments should in-
creasingly need to consider
the means through which they
can be effective support
to the family in continuing to
carry out its traditional func-

tions in the face of the corro-
stve influence of development,”
notcs the UN Economic and
Social Commission for Asia and
the Pacific (ESCAP).

In a background paper pre-
pared for the Fourth Astan and
Pacific Ministerial Conference
on Social Welfarc and Social
Development, to be held in
Manila on October 7-11,
ESCAP says that "social secu-
rity is a continuing concern
throughout the region, and an
increasing one as social devel-
opment proceeds to erode
traditional safety nets.

“The ecrosfon of family and
community, the social disloca-

Indonesia I_)eéigns
1its Own Aircraft

Indonesia’s only aircraft manufacturer has long made
a name for itself building other people's aircraft. Now
Nusantara Aircraft Industries has designed it own, a
turboprop called the N-250. The new aircraft should
be ready for delivery by 1996 and orders are already

coming in.

Third World liftoff

tion and alienation inherent In
urban life, the value transfor-

maiions attendant upon tech-
nological ¢ , the uncer-
taintics by the organ-

ised 4abour market, and other
aspects of social development

are introducing ncw clements
of insccurity into the lives of

the pcople.”

In just a decade, abortions
in Ncw Zcaland increased by
more than 40 per cent. Today,
about 10,000 abortions are
pcriormed annually.

Technically, there is no
such thing as legal abortion "on

demand.” Pregnant women
have still to convince ical

counsellors their lives are at
some risk. But the recent rise
in the abortion rate has in-
spired picketing of clinics and
protests to politicians by the
anti-abortion lobby.

Roman Catholic bishops this
year siiirted a chastity cam-
paign In church schools to
combat the casing of the Jegal
ban on contraceptive informa-
tion for those under 16.

The bishops called for more
effort in "moral instruction™ to
counter what thcy considered
a delective education policy
thought up by politicians in the
hope of reducing teenage
pregnancics and limiting the
sprcad of sexually-transmitted

reaction against abor-
tion is strongest in the south-
crn, least-populated provinces,
where the rural folk rectain

more conse ues.
One Health Department

survey of adolescent sexuality
found more than hall of the
youngsters questioned have
had scxual experience by the
time they reached the "legal”
age of 16. One-third took no
contraceptive precautions the
first time.

Calls for an earlier start on |

sex education and more freely-
available contraceptive dcvices
are supported at many levels.
An informal survey of the top
class at one Roman Catholic
college at Whangarei
(Northland), last June showed
most 17-year-old students
thought condoms should be is-

sucd [ree in high schools.
At Lower Hutt, near the

capital Wellington, senior high
school students have opened
the country's first family plan-
ning clinic for teenageérs. —
Dcpthnews

of 24 by the Swedish aircraft
leasing company FFV.

The aircraft is aimed at re-
gional carriers, which often
have problems transferring
passengers from international
to domestic routes. Designed
to assengers the same
feeling of safety and comfort as
big jets, the N-250 will have
wider aisles than other plane
in its category. Its engine will
also be quieter. :

The main reason for devel-
oping the new aircraft is to
meel Indonésia’s own domes-
tic nceds. A booming tourist
industry creates an cver in-
crcasing need [or domestic
feeder [lights from the main
international arrival points like
Jakarta.

Garuda, the national airline,
uses jets to link 35 domestic
destinations. Merpati hops to
around 110 destinations with
mostly propellor-driven air-
cralt

In Irlan Jaya (Western New
Guinea) there are no fewer
than 40 airstrips. Garuda oper-
ates an eccentric collection of
aircralt, including Vanguards,
Viscounts, 707s, Skyvans,
Hercules and Twin Otters.

In small departure lounges °

fruit and local snacks are

MANILA : "Our ultimate goal
is not theatre,” says K V
Subbanna, himsell a theatre

man, playwright, poet, writer
and larmer

"Our -.11;1 is to use whatever
moedium is available to us,” he

ys. i -
literature, the arts — these he
calls “languages, which help
man u man.”

"Thealre is particularly
useful here as it is a visual
medium of communication and
also it draws elements from all
other media”, he says.

K V Subbanna, 59, is this
year's recipient of the presti-
gious Ramon Award
for Journalism, Literature and
Creative Communication Arts
for 1991.

A pepper farmer, K V
Subbanna is also the man be-
hind the Ninasam Theatre
Institute which has brought
film classits and theatre —
Indian and Western, medern
and traditional — to his town-
mates in u, a small vil-
lage in Karnataka, south india.
Heggodu is a small town of 500
people. But it has an 800-seat
theatre, a unique achievement
in rural India.

scrved. Passengers still walk
across the tarmac to board and
boiled sweets are distributed
before take-oll. In the outer {s-
lands many airficlds are grassy
strips where goats and cows
must be chased ofl before land-
ings. Some terminals are
thatched or wooden huts con-
taining a single table.

State-owned IPTN s used
to fo contracts. It makes
two turboprops under licence
from CASA of Spain. A heli-
copler is made for Germany's
Messerschmitt. Aerospatiale of
France licenses IPTN to pro-
duce two its Puma helicopters
and the USA's Bell Helicopters
licenses the company to make
one of its machines.

In the company's 15 years it

_has delivered 291 acroplanes

and helicopters. Domestic cus-
tomers accounted for 244 of
these and foreign customers
bought the rest. Contracts for a
further 126 have been signed
and 60 others are being nego-
tiated.

Another thriving part of the
business is making parts for
jetliners and fighters. The
company has a contract with
Bocing to make parts for 767
and 737 jets. It has also made
components for F-16 fighters

since 1988, Last ycar il signed
an agreement with Fokker of
the Netherlands to make F-
100 parts.

IPTN’s latest partnership is
with British Aerospace. In
June 1991 the two agreed to
collaborate on production of
the Hawk military aireralt,
British Aerospace began a
sponsorship scheme last year
for Indonesians to study aj
British universities.

IPTN makes some. mili
hardware, including a Mecsse-
rschmitt helicopter gunship
torpedoes under license from
Germany's Telefunken licence
and Belglan air and ground-
launched rockets.

Finding a foothold in the
fiercely competitive, high
techno environment of in-
ternational aircraft manufac-
ture has been no easy accom-
plishment. But the proven
competence of IPTN at asse-
mbling other companies' aer-
oplancs and the creativity
needed to assemble its own
indicate the arrival of a serious
contender in the aeros
industry, — GEMINI
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The smaller the family, the easier the life.
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East Asia Leads in
Two-child Families

In general, Asian and Pacific countries are secing a decline in annual
growth rates. But the region’s population continues to expand by about 55 million
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Theatre to the Villages

‘Urban culture is rarely introduced to the village world, whose inhabitants are
thought too unsophisticated to appreciate it. K 'V Subbanna's work has changed this

perception. by Paul Icamina

The Ninasam was started in
1949 by his father. It has since

grown into the Ninasam
Theatre Institute which has
brought theatre and films to
Karnataka state. Its latest pro-
ject is to set up five inexpen-
sive theatres across the state.

"By introducing modern
plays and films to rural folk in
southern India, K V Subbanna
is making a powerful case for
the universality of art.," the
Magsaysay Award citation
states.

“In recent years Asia's
prosperous urbanites have dis-
covered the rural .arts.
Handicrafts from villages now
adorn their city homes.
Meanwhile, polished versions
of country dances and plays
appear on television and grace
official :

"Yet the finer elements of
urban culture are rarely intro-
duced to the village world,
whose inhabitants are thought
too unsophisticated to appre-
ciate them. K V Subbanna's
work has changed this per-
ception.” %

K V Subbanna trusts his ru-
ral andience, noting not much
difference between them and
the urban crowd. "Perhaps,
say, 10 per cent of people in
New Delhi cannot understand
poetry and music,” he says. "It
is the same in villages.”

"Our ultimate goal is not
theatre, film or poetry but life
today. This is a central point,”
he says. "How do we live today?
Man produces 150 per cent of
his needs yet people starve.
Why?"

India’'s democracy, he be-
lieves, demands cultural diflu-
sion. He asks, "Why should the
lost men in the corners of our

| country be dented the films of

Satyafit Ray?"

Movies made by great direc-
tors like Satyajit Ray, Ingmar
Bergman and Akira Kursawa
have been screened before vil-

lage audiences in Heggodu and
in other towns.

The repertoire of Ninasam
includes Shakespeare, Moliere
and Brecht translated into the
local Kannada dialeet. New
plays by Kannada playwrights,
plays for children and modern
adaptations of Indian classics
are prescnted. '

Areca and pepper gardens
provide the Subbanna family a
comfortable living. But theatre
their assion. K V
Subbanna's father first formed
Ninasam in 1949 (o stage local
favourites based on the
Ramayana and Mahabharata. K
V Subbanna continued the
work afier laking a literary de-
gree at Mysore University.

Since. 1985, his son

‘Akshara supervises a theatre

group composed of Ninasam
alumni. The group has given

100 performances of
popular dramas throughout
Karnataka in the last six years.

The father, K V Subbanna,
formed the Ninasam Theatre
Institute. It is a "theatre
ashram” which each year gath-
ers a maximum of 15 students
in a Gandhi-like atmosphere of
simple MHving and hard work.
They are immersed in the
theatre as well as martial arts.

A martial arts technique
from Kerala state was intro-
duced to stress the impor-
tance of physical fitness. A
coach from Kerala teaches
various methods of self-de-
fence, including sword fight-
ing. Students are also taught
the various aspects of theatre,

front* directing to acting, Pom
make-up to costumes, from
backdrops to thealre art.

Under a grant from the
Ford Foundation, Ninasam
founded the [irst theatre
school in Karnataka modelled
on the Natignal School of
Drama at New Delhi. The
three-year drama course there
was condensed into a one-year
course at Ninasam.

From 1983-85, a team of
two indtructors and one direc-
tor travelled Karnataka state.
They brought with them basic
theatre tools, like lighting and
stage props. In a year the team
visited six different places and
held workshops lasting six
wecks. It also trained Siddhi
tribals in dramatics.
Siddhis (11 of 25 participants
were women) presented an
adaptation of Things Fall Apart,
a play by Nigerian writer
Chinua Achebe.

Under the grant, Ninasam
also set up the only rural film
society in India to publish
books on f[ilm education and
arrange film appreciation
courses. He declined renewal
of the two-year project, saying
"the problem with grants i»
we'll be losing our foot. We g t
used to casy money rs
many times dangerous.” .

In the last 10 years, i
Ninasam Theatre Institlte
staged 30 major productiyns,
both eastern and western plays
adapted to the rural contait. It
has made 860 performarndes in
the last six years. The alunnf's
theatre group also trapclled
Karnataka, ing dlen in
open-air theatres belore
crowds of 700 or more,

Cinema is also one of
Ninasam’'s languages, Since
the 1970s, it has s film
classics to Karnat audi-

ences. Today, participants In
its annual film appreciation
courses are introduced the
works of leading Alm-makers.
around the world.

» "By taking such films on
the road alongside its s
plays, Ninasam is b

gull between urban and rural
culture,” the Ramon Magsaysay
Award's citation says.

K V Subbanna describes
theatre in India today: very
traditfonal in the southern
state of Kerala ("difficult for
them to break out”). In the
casternmost state of Manipur,
near Burma, theatre is

" "tradition-bound, you can’t find

modern plays.” Karnataka, he
says, is 1n the middle, mod-
ern and traditional. P

"Strikir.g a balance between
the two, modern and tradi-
tional, is Amportant,” says KV
Subbanra. "You can't explain
how to blend the two, it'll have
to be &' rade-ofl. We put it to
our awdience, what they like.
What they don't ltke, we
E IF’
He: says it's not a matter of
being .80 per cent traditional
and 0 per cent modern and
so or: "Balance giust be main-
tained not only in art but in
everything: politics, society.
Tims change. Yeste is not
todny. One should be
every day, your democracy,
y#ur theatre, your poetry,” he
/s,

In Manila recently to re-

erive his Magsaysay Award, he
t3ld a group of young theatre

‘vnthusiasts, "Give yoursell up
The ¢

io the life force going on
around.” '

K V Subbanna has declined
a state award before, feeling
that it gives the impression
that awardees are superiors to
others. But he decided to re-
ceive the Magsaysay Award
since it is basically in -
tton of community effort
rather than personal achieve-

meni.

"The award is the recogni-
tion of the efforts ol the entire
tcam which joined me in
making the experiment of
Ninasam a success,” he says.
And it will be up for the

whole Ninasam group teo
decide what to do with the
US$30,000 award.

Pepper farmer, poet,

wriler, ana a veritable figure in
Indian theatre, K V Subbanna

himself many roles. He
also p new works by
south Indian writers as well as
his own poecems and prelific
translations of movie
scripts and ooks.
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