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ImﬁmnanOrdinance
that wasn't

It was a lesson in democracy and humilit

y. par
excellence. Dmocncy because the political set

back that the rullr= s:ny { upon itsell was
solely caused tion of emmrluc norms.
Humility, because the flasco would perhaps never
hmbeentlmbutl-’mtht ance which was

misleading notion that absolute

mbeundtn:nacllny
t home

election, and its repeal with

a
revealed as nothing did poumﬂthe lack
of democratic cullure among ou tical parties
those who lead Lhtm The BNP

PP of an
keep its members in line, only if it
racliced what it so vociferously aches —
racy. wilhin its party ranks. A somewhat
similar instance ol by-passing party's own deci-
sion- making process is contained in the way AL
decided (0 nominate Justice Choudhury as the
opposition's presidential candidate. It even went
one step fu and tlaimed its candidate to be a
consensus one, when olher parties were not
uhwnlhl:en:tmm:mmunm thbemgasked
lo announcement

As BNP's u of the Ordmance was a
blunder, its prummlglll.;on it was courageous.
In our chequmd and evenuUul political history
(‘eventful’' is to be read only as full of events, not
alaoufullnfmecmni:nd experience. Or how
else cam our political ders kctlp on repeating
the old mistakes?), examples of ‘blunders’ by our
political parties are not uncommon. However, the
example of publicly admitting it, is. And hence
the credibility that BNP { have lost as a ma-
ture politic {luhuul lo some exient, be
cnmptnaaled the public appreciation of the

fact that It has the moral courage — rare in our

political — Lo reverse (ls aclion, when it
realised that it had committed a mistake.
This brings us to the question, what sort of a

mistake was it? Was il a serious violation of letter
and spirit’ of the democratic norms, or was il one
which, as the government Press Nole says, "the
opponents of democralic forces... are trying to
confuse the people” with? If it is Lo be believed
then all opposition parties, Lheir MPs, including
those of the ruling party who urged Begum Zia (o
withdraw the unpopular Ordinance, are part of
the "undemocratic f[orces.” Furth:rmure. the
Press Nole makes it look as il the government is
bowing Lo the so-called "undemocratic f[orces." Is
that a proper image ' to "Projml of a democrati-
Cﬂl‘l]{ elected government

e most Imporiant lesson Lo be learnt [rom
this unsavory «(lair is thal democracy, which we
are in the process of instiluting al the national
level, must be introduced inside the political
parties (hemselves.

If BNP had [ollowed its own parly norms in

selec their presidential nominee, then it
needn't been fearful of its own MPs voting
other way. That would have automatically

eliminated the need fo this short-lived Ordinanee.

The total decision ma process within each
party must cease (0 rest either in the hands of a
single person, or restiricled within a [avourite
few. Parties will have groups, the hangers- on and
the trusted. They will also have those who dissent
and ask the uncomlfortable questions, but all be-
cause they love the party. It is in the capacity to
incorporate all, integrate as much of the diver-
&mandmvolveaablgagmu p as is possible .in

e decision process, that will determine
the growth and dynamism of a political party in a
democratic system. It is with such arties that
Eur d;moc:racy will be strengthened and made

What's in a Name

What's in a name ? Bul there is indeed much.
more in a name Lhan strikes the ear. Specially
imporiant is the question of who has made the
naming. Call a rose a periwinkle it would only
sound sweeter but you never, for that matter,
take it u you o chﬂslen the Biman's
execultive as Rajanigandha if you happen to
be Lt. Gen{Rtd) HM Ershad. There was a lot in
that name as it is, not only the flower but
the vczenm— nightly [ nce—a da of the

bcl'urc the flower made its first
npptarancc ln Dhaka stalls. Then the smooth-
speaking diclalor spoill it all — as the Biman
people evidently th — by lending it an odious
association - t of his own. For that association
alone now Biman is changing Rajanigandha into
what, we don't know. Ra ha will still then
be a Raj and Lhe flower stalls, sprouting
ail around possibly in response (o that gulf—ciuh-

man's wishes, will continue to be
flll with of tube roses.

This very well be a case of poetic justice.
Ershad renamed Sutjakhali, his wifle's ancestral
home is there, as Umedbari after his father-in-
law's name. He must have been influénced in this

his {llustrio a redecessor-in-law’ Mr Monem
an who, as { defender of the faith since
nry VIII, changcd the names of a number of

heathen named Mymensingh railway stations. But
even he did not change the name of the local
Mahakali girls' school whereas the good and
secular general masses of the road users in Dhaka

the Banani-Mahakali area into Banani-

Ma ali — due more (o ignorance than to
communal udice, we are sure, -
General , al the time he used to call all

the Lunes, enjulncd upon us to spell Dacca as
Dhaka and (Lo use the Be calendar as re-

formed by the Acad . We are contin
S by Bangla emy _ uing

Biman's decision only helps underline
the person it wanits us Lo be sterilized against
contamination, while we would rather nntaﬂlm in
the madness how aboul hwmg al possible
substilules? — Champak is ngali and
hﬂllﬂdhﬁﬂodl[nmmu %nnwwhich
the case of Chameli used once

many. Kumud is a better name for our national

ﬂowar which seems to sound- all right for a
nﬂ:dﬂ.utt

US Flnds 1

narcotics thro-

Hnﬂ:gnl capture
forcible removal te Miami,
where he was indicated on
drug conspiracy c
rked an unusual step
US, which formally granted
him prisoner-of-war status less
than a month later.

The US decision to launch
an invasion to enforce what

was essen .WT:
was alrcady subject
bate long before the: Noriega
trial got in Miami on
Scptember 5, the start of
jury selection.

The pres US District

Judge, Willlam Hoeveler, was
asked to rule whether the US
hnd the rlghl under the

in-

vaded in 1990. The prize for the US was the capture of military ruler General Manuel
Noriega, who was taken to Miami to face drug smuggling charges. The trial has just
opened. It threatens to spill out lurid tales of corruption and collaboration from a can of
worms that the US may wuh it had left unopened.

concluded

responses,

Noriega could not recefve a fair |

trial. Only 372 qualified for be-
ng considered, 136 did not
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ehonk .;m'mum
came -
mmth:dﬂ::nq-
uest for secret

documents it show
Noriega was in [act working for
the Central Intelligence
Agency [CIA).

The defence says Noricga
worked for the CIA for many
years and that US President
George Bush was aware of this
when he was direcior of the
CIA and later vice-president
under Ronald Reagan. Bush has
denied these claims. ’

On the second day of the
trial the judge ordered the
government (o provide any ev-
idence it had regarding Nor-
lega a su CIA
to help finance the Nicaraguan
Contras — at a time when
official funding was prohibited
by the US Congress.

The judge’'s request came as
a major blow to the prosecu-
tbn-n:lrmnchtuh
keep material confiden-
tial. Judge Hoeveler wrote:
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itself on Trial with Noriega

hhhmedﬂmhdinwﬁmﬁmm
At least 1,000 Panamanian citizens were estimated Rilled when United States_ forces

Fl_m-“l

associates in

were t-hyﬂ by t.h ClA

would, at the very least, tend
Noriega's defcnce

activities with

his° predecessor, Ronald
Reagan, did with the invasion
of Grenada.

' Thoughts on Remedy for Unemployment

by Golam Ashraf

TARTING with the Se-
venlies, u menl

has become Lhe
effect of the policy framers and
decision makers of the
L of all the member
countries of the United

Nations.

Let us scrutinize, whal is
employment and the term

ni.. Employment s

ductions, operation or in
maintaining soclo-economic
and political system In ex-
change of , wage or bene-
fit whatsoever for his/her sus-
tenance.

Let us discuss how a human
being. male or female, lunc-
tions, through employment

the bed followed by prayer,

morning walk, jogging. physi-

cal exercises etc., then writing
letters or going lhrough news-
papers, working files elc. Next
the clothing or d pre-
ceded by bath for many in
tropical countries and followed

with breakfast, usually heavy °

meal for manual labourers of
field and factories and light for
office, shop and other estab-
lishment rs.

Secondly, usually it is cight
hours career engagemcnt
where movement to . de-
liberations, writing, prepara-
tion and siorage of accounits
dates, or combination of both
physical and mental efllorts
such as o of a paticnt
by a medical team or lesting of
a missile by a defence unil, are

OR South-east Asia,

until recently a violent

battle-ground between

communist and non-com-

munist forces, the short-lived

against Soviet President

ail Gorbachev has spaw-

ned a fresh bout of jitters about
security in the region.

us to reduce its mili-

tary in the re in
favour of lztmg:r Jn;-:nnue
influence is being reassessed
by the non-communist Associa-
tion of South-east Asian
Nations (ASEAN) in the light

of positive reactions of
Vietnam, China and North
Korea to the brief dominance
of the hardliners in Moscow,
ASEAN — comprising the
Fh'hglpmplnel,lnduneull. Thai-
0 ’ mmr: .-rd
Brunei — was formed in 1967
during the Vietnam War in
response to what was seen as a
communist drift in Indochina
as well as the attempts of

entafled. Next there is a break
for mid day meal which we
term as h.m-:h The work pur-
sued afler the mid day nxal is
usually slower bul steady, be-
cause the conccentralion is
peak at such hours. The busi-
ness communications are con-
cluded in these hours and so
are the final touching ol the
day are performed in the ficld
and factorics. Then, usually
after eight hours of work the
returning to home takes placc.

The people of colder na-
tions usually lake bath after re-
turn from the werk. The social
actlivities starts for ., out-
side their homes in visiling
civic halls, malls amuscment
parks, clubs, elc. Many remain
al home o look afller Lheir
family and pursuc gardeni
assisl [amily members wi
tutoring, cooking. cleaning or
re of houschold equipmcnt
fo by dinncr or supper
taken before. going lo bed.
There arce also works at night,
like newspaper industry, shifls
for some cducalional institu-
tions, mills and factorics in
order to cope with the rising
dcmand.

The Unempiloyed

The uncmployed person is
the human being who pursues
many of the activitics outlined
above, bul his or her activities
arc nol taken into account, for
financial consideration, by the
socicly and the government.

Il we go Lhrough the cs-
tcemed dailics regularly, we
would [ind a reporl quite ollen
published; it is the rate of Lthe
unemployed poth at home and

abroad. What is really meant by
uncmployment? Is it starva-
tion, sic pennilessncss,
sheliericssncess, monotony, in-
ability or lack of drive and ini-
tative?

Uncmployment, usually
refers o the non-earning
mcmber of the public. This
non-carning is due o non-in-
come or rceccipl of narrow
moncy (M1). Suppose, a heir of
a milllonair¢ who is unem-
ployed and inhcrits broad
moncy (M2) by mecans of time
dcposits or liquid asscts,
should we define him or her as
emp Therclore, when an
individual docs not willfully, or
have no ability or favourable
environmen! o, exert physical
or mental activitics or combi-
nation of both, lor a reasonable
carcer, such n is
termed as umm:phymml.. and
that may surface within a
honw, socicty and nation.

The income of narrow
moncy (M1) iIs allected with

transactions. But il we closely
observe, it is the inftiative and

the liberty acting at the top for
concluding transactions and in
many cases the present day
transaction yicld negative re-
sults i.e., for unforeseen future,
the limited money being
drained away. Al individual
level, it is the over-trading and
arms race at the national level.
Fair competitions are wel-
comed by many, bul we often
forget that resource is limited
and through agricultural,
commercial, industrial race for
markets of the masses; many
machines, large amount of
creditors’ moncy, valuable

South-East Asia

working hours, essential public
utflities, raw matcrials are
wasted due w0 unlair compet)-
tions, and ncedicssly further

aggravale the green sc el-
fect

The System

Thercfore, [rom the above
trend we can draw a conclu-
sion that human beings arc
indispensable. It is not the
limited number of desks with
designation or the land with
tiller or space before a ma-
chine or the driver's seat of a
crafl that is causing shortage of
employment. It is the vicious
sysicm whercin all the nations
of the world have plunged into,
the afllermath of industrial rev-
olution.

These days, barter standard
is virtually abscnt al individual
lcvel and also coming to an
end for the hard line nations at
inwrnational lcvel. In this con-
text, lct us stress on the valuced
opinions of two famous US
economists : Paul A. Samuelson
cxpressed that, government ol
nalion should direct Lthe con-
ndings while Milton
Friedman [cit that markcts
should b¢ uncontrolled — the
government's main function is
to kecp them open and moni-
tor the amount of money in
circulation. Now both the
vicews are correcl Lo an extcnl
and onc more substance may
be added there o that, when
the-Government is the lone is-
sucr and tor of M1 to its
own and international com-
munity therclore, government
of any nation cannot avoid the
responsibility for its monitor-

sumer spc

the treasury money, whatever
is the amount, is more
honourable than the money re-
ceived through charity, theft,
social vices or extortions.

The government of a nation
also rcserves the rights for in-
crecasing and decreasing the
flow of goods to the markets.

. there may be natural
calamity or social upheaval
hampcring domestic produc-
tions, therefore, Government
should arrange for import of
goods 10 mcel Lthe shortages.
When there is surplus in pro-
ductien then government
should further increase em-
ployment, the supply of M],
and ethically, encourage ex-
porting of excess local uct

to nations where it has de-
meand.

Flow of Money

It happened in India, once
the inflation was running very
high and the well to do Indians
with M1 were instructed by
the govermment to burn a
higher denomination bill every
day in the morning, till the
priccs ol essential commeodi-
tics stabilised in the country,

In Islam, it is compulsory

Soviet Crisis Revives Security Fears

communist China and North
Korea to extend their
influence in the region.

Local communist under-
ground organisations have long
been a seccurity problem in
ASEAN countries. [t was onl
in 1989 that communist rebels
in Malaysia laid down their
arms. The Philippines still
faces a strong threat from
communist guerrillas.

Diplomats in the Malaysian
capital said although Gorba-
chev has been reinstated, the
effects of the coup on East and
South-east Asia are likcly to
remain for some time.

They cited these eflects as

m«:hld:lng a :trnnger resistance

Though the attempted coup by hardline
communists in the Soviet Union failed,
nervous South-east Asian countries believe
the effects on the region are likely to remain
for sometime S Sivam of IPS reports, from

Kuala Lumpur.

to reform among socialist gov-
ernments, the re-emergence
of a socialist community Hnk-
ing China, Vietnam North
Korea, Moscow's possible
rethinking of {ts plan to
reduce its military presence in
the region and an attempt to
impose a communist solution
to the Cambodia conflict in
place of the UN-crafted one.

The failed coup has also
raised security fcars in South-
east Asia where the easing of
US-Soviet tensions during the
Gorbachev era weakened the
threads of US delence-based
alliances.

The Philippines and
Thailand have for decades
come directly under US mili-

Sir, This has refcrence to
the letter of Mr. Cole P. Dodge
published in your esteemed
daily on Scpt 27 and also to

Ms. R. Costa's opinion of the
same date,

1 heartily co late and
thank them both for their

wrilings on the humanitarian
llpu:il especially of the chil-

Chlldrm are angels and
ll'l_:uhlh:l.lutulum:hhut
in reality quite op

posite is
happening. For the sake of

or for anything of neces-
sity they are lured to work and
then treated inhumanly with
utier injustice. Who is to
supervise their t and
working conditions — -
cally none except God If.
While writing in newspaper
might just be an inftiation

among a scrics and lot of other
things or acyjons Lo be Laken in
this regard, it is unfortunate

that no su L actions are
taken ullimately thereby end-
ing the maltter just in place
where f got started, effecting
no solution to the problems we
are dipped in |

More rigid and stifl actions
are the nced of the hour. The
concerned authorities are re-
quired to implement the
rights and privilcges sel forth
by the UNICEF and ILO con-
ventions/charter, for we ofien
flout these sanctions on various

grounds.
People who make money
oul of the agony and sufferings
of human hl:tnp cspecially the

>n, arc not human
mhulu monecy makers.
They are oul Lo deﬂw cheap

labour from hapless children
for generatling Lheir income, in
this least developed country

where tht. 5% aﬂ'luenl rule the
remaining 95% poverty stric-

ken popu
Anwar Ul Mohsin
Jigatula, Dhaka

Traffic at city-centre

Sir, It's an indescribable
situation. With buses and rick-

shaws parked in the middle of
the roads or crossroads, and at
most times in file occupyin

the whole breadth of the rmg

allowing little let out for any
other vehicle, it is the busiest
city centre what they call
‘Gulistan' — after the name of a
cinema house that came up in
the area when the city, as the
(provincial) capital of the then
East Pakistan, was first im-
plementing its plans in the
early fifties.

However, | have nothing to
say about what name they give

the place. hlh-eit it takﬂ you to
recall what Dhaka was four
decades back and what it is
now — with population and
traflfic increasing five-fold but
measures (system, facility) to
cope with taken IlitNe.
Moreover, it is inaction and
indiffcrence on the part of
those responsible that make
things worse. I have seen
hardly a policeman taking the
lawbreaker (traffic rules—

‘buswallahs’ blocking the thor-

- oughlare at will, or the stand-

ing ‘rickshawallahs' never al-
lowing a straight entry from
Bangabandhu Avenue Into
Nawabpur Road) into book. We
hear about “traffic weeks®
often and we have heard about
“plans to ease.....” but nothing
has worked as yet. How

the paying public should suf-

fer?

Manik Chowdhury
Warl, Dhaka.

. extended to Brunei,

tary protection. Malaysia and
Singapore have security um-
brella in the form of the Five
Power Defence Arrangement
whose other three ners
are Britain, Ausiralia and New

!::Iu- cover will soon be

leaving
Indonesia as the only nation
that is truly non-aligned in

military terms.
In the Philippines, the
United States has served

notice that is would be
vacating Clark Airbase and
leasing the Subic Naval Base
for another 10 years. (

Bul a new bases trealy is
facing strong opposition in the
Philippine Senate and US
nﬂ'lcll.ﬂ are using the Soviet
crisis to drive home the
nece for the maintenance
of US military presence in the
Philippines.

ASEAN states have In
recent years been working on
reducing this foreign military
presence and have toyed with

the concept of a zone of peace,

freedom and neutrality
(Zopfan).
But while publicly deploﬁng

the risk from the presence of
foreign forces, hSH'JLH oflicials
privately worry that the depar-
ture ol the supcrpowers as
regional guarantors of security
might open them to the bigger
threat posed by “regional pow-
ers with hegemonistic ambi-

tions,” meaning India, Japan
and China.
Aside from re threats,

the risk of conflict also stems
from” rivalries among the
ASEAN member states.
Attempts to lay the ground-
work for an Indigenous
defence system by staging
bilateral military exercises

in economic lerms, it re-
flects that velocity and expan-

sion of money should increase
with the growth of population.

Broad mo (M2) are de-
posits, and lcgal moncy, there-
forc nmentl s hi-
ablc to imbibe Lhe
and ; with
de its, Lo recruit

From the above example,
we can come (0 a conclusion
that when Lhe world at present
is equipped with moniloring
sate HI:'-I. speedy transpart

slems, super compulers,
:gen is no need for bewilder-
ment bul lo grasp the
ing pattern of human

and to acl quickly and efli-
ciently to the back logging of

unemployment with joint ef-
forts of the prominent individ-
uals and ni of

governme every
member nation of the United

Nations, lo initiate remedy for
unemployment. '
have been difficult.

For instance, joint

Malaysian-Indonesian exer-
cises carried out in the south-
ern part ol Malaysia tntl;r

August angered Suﬁpou
The city state did not like

its two neighbours holding
manoeuvres just miles away on
its national day and mebilised",
its own reserve troops in retal- )
iation.

Japan recently proposed
that the annual meeting of
ASEAN with its dialogue part-
ners of industrialised countries
be turned into a forum to dis-
cuss regional security issues
with a permanent secretariat.

The United States gave the
proposal its support in the
light of its plan to reshape its
security relationships in the
region and pull out more than
15,000 troops by December
1992. But the ASEAN coun-
tries refected it.

Indonesian Foreign
Minister Alf Alatas said a prob-

 able ASEAN strategy will be to

embank on selective confi-
dence-building measures, in-
cluding the introduction of
greater transparency in the
region’s military ments
and the expansion of bilateral
alliances into multi-lateral
ones.

Malaysian defence minister
Najib Razak said even a
withdrawal of US f[orces from
South-cast Asia "makes it nec-,

for us to stand on our }
own fect in terms of defence
capability, at lecast to meet any
kind of low or medium threat.”

In the wake of the re-emer-
gence of security conecerns in
the region following the
abortive coup in Moscow,
Malaysian Prime Minister
Mahathir Mohamad blamed the
West for not giving Gorbachev
the assistance he needed.

This gave the hardliners the

_opportunity to grab power,

thus adversely



