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[BANGKOK THAI RESTAURANT

The House of Peace & Rest, The Place of High Class
We Cordially inwite you to fIry owr Beautifully

prepared and Beautifully preserted authentic
THAI CUISINE ang SEAFOOD in the cosy
atmosphere of o LOVELY HOUSE.

1443 ASIAN HIGHWAY ROAD, NASIRABAD,
CHITTAGONG. RSVP CALL TEL: 226803
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Article

The UN General As-
sembly has designated
October 1 as the Inter-

national Day for the
Elderly. We in Bangla-
desh have joined hands
with the world commu-

nity in observing
this day
Page 4

Sport

Women's national
swimming champion-
ships conclude with
Ansars topping the
medals table
Page 10

Business

10 out of 21 BCIC units
achieve output -
target |
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International

US will keep enough .
force to mount opera--
tion abroad
Page 5

ﬁetrogolitan

When does old age
begin ? The transition
| from youth to old age
is s0 slow that we are
scarcely aware about

it. But sometime a
moment can turn
us into old men
and women
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Supplement

The regular Feature
page is dropped to -
accommodate a special
supplement on the
National Day of the
People’'s Republic
of China

a land dispute with the
‘Khastas.

College teachers

A full-day abstention from
duty was observed Monday in
t colleges under
Dhaka. Jessore and Ra
boards at the call of
GCovernment
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Election Commission calls meeting of MPs on Oct 8 to hold presidential poll

By St:nff Correspondent

BNP nominee Abdur
Rahman Biswas and Awami
League-backed candidate
Justice Badrul Haider
Choudhury are set to fight a
straight battle in the October 8
presidential election.

Another candidate for the
post, Alhaj Mokbul Hossain,
withdrew his candidature on
Monday, the last date for with-
drawal, in favour of Justice
Choudhury.

The Election Commission
through a gazette notification
the same day called a meeting
of the 330 members of parlia-
ment at the parliament cham-
ber on October B for the elec-
tion.

The Election of Presidents
Law, 1991 provides for calling
a meeting of members of par-
lament with at least seven
days’' notice for the election.

Chief Election Commi-
ssioner Justice M A Rouf, who
will conduct the presidential
election, told newsmen that
the Election Commission
would also send Iletters
individually to all MPs for the
meeting though there was no
such legal ob

The Commission will start
printing of ballot papers and
other preparatory work from
tomorrow (Tuesday) for hold-
ing the election.

Alhaj Mokbul Hossain sub-
mitted the withdrawal letter to

the Chief Election Commi-
ssioner in the presence of
Awami League MPs Shahjahan
Khan and Rahmat Ali.

Mokbul Hossain, who was
an AL candidate in the recent
by-election of Jatiya Sangsad in
a Dhaka city constituency, said
in his letter that he was with-
drawing his candidature in the
greater national interest to
uphold the spirit of the War of
Liberation, help establish na-
tional consensus and unite all
pro-liberation forces.

Mokbul Hossain and his
men went to the Election
Commission office right at 2

pm carrying a typed letter
signed by him. But Shahjahan

Shahjahan Khan, who engi-
neered the nomination of
Mokbul Hossain remained firm
and sat down to write a fresh
letter himselfl. The handwrit-
ten letter was then signed by
Mokbul Hossain at 2-28 pm.

See Page 12 Col. §

LOCKED IN A STRAIGHT FIGHT FOR PRESIDENCY :

Biswas-Badrul strai

Haider Chaudhury backed by Awami League.

_*’" = w‘ e

A R e S L e

Al

e s

R

(Left) Abdur Rahman Biswas of BNP and (right) Justice Badrul

— Star photo

_Opposition may file writ challenging validity today

in presiden

The government has pro-
mulgated an Ordinance
amending the Election of
President Act, 1991 with a
view to enforeing the constitu-

crossing during presiden-
tial election. -

The Ordinance, signed by
the President Justice
Shahabuddin Ahimed on

28, states that the
election of President by
Members of Parllament will be
treated as proceedings of the
House and the provisions of
Article 70 of the Constitution
against floor- crossing will be

By SusfP Correspbnttertt

The made an af-
fidavit Wn file :::n-

te Writ petition the
amendment mhw
and the provision of open
election of the
Abdus Samad Azad, Tofael
Ahmed, Mohammad Nasim,
Motiya Chowdhury and Rahmat
Ali of the Awami League.
Suranfjit of Ganatantri
Party, Prof ul Hafiz of NAP
are to be the petitioners of the
Writ case to be moved by
Barrister Amirul Islam and
Advocate Zakir Ahmed among
others.

'Ordn to stop floor-crossing
tial election

Barrister Amdrul Islam de-
clined 1o disclose the details of

the case on Monday. He only

hinted that it would be a com- |

posite case against the proce-
dure set for the election of
president.

Opposition leaders termed
the promulgation of the
Ordinance as a moral defeat for
the government because it
indicated that the ruling party
could not trust {ts own
Members of Parllament.

When asked to comment
about the fate of the election in
view of the proposed Writ peti-

See Page 12 Col. 3

‘BCCI situation : British team
in city to study options

A British team of provisional

now in the city is
assessing the BCC] assets and
Habilities with the

expected to stay
Wednesday. according to com-
sources.

The team will submit its
report to the court by
December 2.

BCCI operations In

Star Economic Report

Dhabl maintained that it was
to restructure and re-
t some of the bank

branches in some countries

suspension
banks operation, total loans
given to the borrowers in

stood at Tk 430

expected to t the visit-
ing team that the loan loss

provision should be Wdequate
and made in full.

Earlier, the t al-
lowed interest- advance W
the holders of current aecount
in foreign currency with BCCI
branches in h. The
local depositors were also
given non-interest bearing ad-
vance. In both the cases, the
advance limit was Tk 50,000.
The trade circle termed the
move as too inadequate to cope
with the situation.

Deposits in foreign cur-
rency by the foreign missions
and a number of Bangladeshi
nationals with BCCl Bangladesh
totalled Tk 150 crore, an iIn-
formed source sakl. The mis-
sions include most of the em-
bassies of the Middle East
countries and some donor

due Lo _puh

Hasina to
return
early

Opposition leader Sheikh
Hasina is likely to cut short
her tour in Europe and return
a day earller than scheduled

al developme

-

T Awami League SOUTCE S said
Hasina is expected to return
on October 6 from Paris where
she is due to attend a panry
conference October 5. Earlier,
the Awami League chiefl was
due back home October 7,

She addressed a conference
of the UK unit of Awami League
in London Sunday

Meanwhile. according to
the sources, Hasina was keep
ing dafly contact with leaders
of her party and other opposi
tion groups to know the latest
developments ahead of the
October B presidential elec-
tion.

She had telephonic talks

See Page 12 Col 7

Transport strike
continues

ARICHA, Sept 30: Road
communication of the capital
with 36 north-western and
south-western districts re-
mained suspended for the
fourth consecutive day today
(Monday) despite withdrawal
of strike this aflternoon by the
Inter-District Truck Drivers
Union, reports UNB

But North Bengal Sarak
Paribahan Sramik Federation
and Faridpur Zila Sarak

Parbahan Malik -S8ramik Joutha |

Parishad continued the strike.

Fartdpur Malik -Sramik
Joutha Parishad. an organisa-
tion of road transport owners
and workers, enforced the
strike on September 27

following a clash the day before |

between transport workers of
Faridpur and Rajbari over col
lection of tolls from all trans
ports at Alladipur on Dhaka
Faridpur

All modes of tnter-districi
vehicles were off the 13 routes
of the 20 south -western dis-
tricts causing immense suffer-

See Page 12 Col. 2

JS summoned
on October 12

Star Report

Acting President  Juspige

moned A
12 (Saturday) &t 4 pm at the
Sangsad Bhaban. This will be
the third session of the fifth

parliament.
Though there is a conven-
tion that 15 days' notice

should be given to summon a
session of parliament, only 12
days' notice has been given
this time.

According to parliament
secretariat sources summoning
of parliament only 12 days be-
fore is_neither a violation of
the Constitution nor an igno-
rance of the Rules of
Procedure. But there is a long
standing convention that the

: ﬁ% an l"}[““h',rbfr.

session of

parliament should

,,# w‘ﬂm it
avs noftice.

o a ™!
the secretariat | told UNB today.

However,
sources said that it would be a
violation of the Constitution if
the gap between two consecu-
tive sessions was over 60 days.
This Clause was incorporated
in the Constitution through the
passage of the Constitution
12th Amendment Bill.

Parliament secretariat
sources said that the first and
foremost task during the next
session of parlament was the
clection of a new Speaker as
the post of Speaker has fallen
vacant with the resignation of
presidential candidate Abdur

See Page 12 Col. 7

Armed forces part

of the people : PM

Prime Minister DBegum
Khaleda Zia Monday urged the
armed forces to work unitedly
with the people for national
development and progress,
besides saleguarding country's
independence and sovereignty,
reports UNB.

"You (army) are part of the
people, sons of this soil
Development of the army is In-
separably interlinked with the
progress of the nation. You are
not only to safeguard the coun-
try but also to build the na-
tion,” she told a gathering of
senjor army officers and sol-
diers at Senakunja.

Begum Zia said the army-
men could play an important
role by working in keeping
with people's and aspi-
rations and vital interests to
achicve national uplift.

The Prime Minister, in
charge of the Ministry of
Defence, stressed the need of
well-trained and well-organ-

UN nuclear inspectors leave Baghdad

of mass destruction, said Kay’'s
mission would be going to
Bahrain where documents
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UN iInspectors re-
turned to their hotel here at
raqgi authori-

spying

documents — which they said

were merely personnel

records — be handed !
The inspectors

charging that not only was he a
CIA agent but that his team
contained other spies, inchud
ing an lsracli.

iragi officials last week ex
pressed concern that the per
sonnel files they said had been

seized by the | could
fall into the of US and
Isracli intelligence agents.

thereby endangering the secu
rity of Iragi nuclear scientists.

Reuter from London says:
The UN weapons inspection
team has the { ev:
idence that lragq was inter
ested in detonating a nuclear
device, a senjor U.N official

sai! .
Kydd said two key clements

emerged from the team's iIn-
terimm reperts and their im-
pressions.

“Firstly (there 1a) the tang-
ble evidence for the first time
that the were indeed
interested in a nu-
clear device and were assem-
hlmn the documents that
would give them the

for that purpose.” NKydd told
Britiash Broadcasting

Secondly (there is) the
indication ... that they do have
a series of contracts signed
with firma ... for ftems
tl':t"tluy nerded ?-m nu-
(s programume.” he sald in a
radio interview from Vienna.

—

ised armed forces for protect-

ing national independence and

said eflorts would continue to

train and modernise the army.
See Page 12 Col. 6

Govt decides
to renegotiate
KAFCO deal

The government Mo
decided to rencgotiate wi
Japanese entrepreneurs the

agreement on Karnaphuli
Fertilizer Company (K:F’bOl
reports UNB.

The decision was taken at a
cabinet meeting which consid-
ered the recommendations of
the 4-member cabinet com-
mittee formed early this
month to review the agree-
ment signed at the fag end of
the Ershad ;

The meeting asked the
committee to negotiate with
the foreign shareholders of the
company mainly on the prieing
of gas and the letter of guaran-

tee for yment of fo
hmkcmdplitn{m:lﬂnnus
dollars

esh is to hold 30
rer cent share in the 459 mil-
ion dollar export-oriented
project and the

rest by

Japanese companies.
The joint venture agree-
ment stipulated, among

others, Bangladesh is to supply

the main raw material — natu-

ral gas — to the factory at con-
See Page 12 Col. 6

DESA starts
functioning
from today

The much-talked-about
DESA goes into operation to-
day aiming to cut an abnormal
system loss and provide better
service (o power consumers,
reports UNB.

A milad-mahfil was held
Monday afternoon en the eve
of its launching at DESA's posh
office at Abdul Gani Road.
Energy and Mineral Resources
Minister Khandker Mosharraf
Hossain attended it.

"Dhaka Electric Supply
Authority will definitely pro-
vide better service to its valued
customers because controlling
and supervision wtll be more
easier and accountable ynder

DESA. an offshoot of Power
Development Board (PDB). was
created on March 6. 1990 for
streamlining power distribu-

See Page 12 Col. 8

US Embassy may
issue statement
on OP-1 winners
By Staff Correspondent

The US Embassy in Dhaka
may issue a statement con-
cerning OP-1 immigration lot-
tery winners who did not get
visas a USIS official said

The winners were on a
three-day hunger strike that
ended Monday to press their
demand.

I don't know the exact day
the statement will be issued. It
may be Tuesday or Wednesday
or the day after.” the official
said on condittion ol anonymity.

The ambassador was in con-
sultation with Washington

See Page 12 Col. 1
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