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Ansars surge to the top of the table

The girls f[rom
Bangladesh An-
sars swilched
into lop gcar
yesterday lo
surge well past
their main rivals [from the
Bangladesh Textile Mills
Corporation (BTMC) lo take an
unassailable lead in the medals
table of the national women's
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MITA RANI SHOME — The
Rajbari girl flashes victory
 after winning the 200m
vidual midley title in 13-
14 years’ event.

and agc-group

ps.
* 'On the third day of the four-
ﬁ-n::ﬂ al the Dhanmandi
's Sports Complex pool

' Ansars, who slarted
day a gold medal bechind
BTMC — having sccured six to
seven for the jon —
almost ' reduced their oppo-
nents to irrclevance, bagging
s in six of the ten events
on, the day. In addi-

tion, they had a hand in
rewriting three of the five new
national marks that were cre-
ated, taking the number of
new milestones set in these

swimming

championships to a flattering,

15. Eight other Ansars girls
featured in the medals list yes-
terday, five ol them laking sil-
ver and another three bronzes.
This gave Ansars a lotal of 35
out of the 81 handed out so
far, far more than BTMC's total
haul of 19, which suddenly
looks so paltry.

On the other hand, BTMC
had their poorest day in the
meet, garncring just onc gold
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medal a record-shaticring feat
by Mahfuza Rahman who
ciocked | min 14.46 sces for
the 100 m f[ree style in the
girls between 156 and 17 ycars
group. Their swimmers won
two silvers and a bronze on the
day, giving Lhem a tally of cight
gold to 12 for the Ansars.

In contrast, little Rajbari
DSA had a very rewarding gold
hunt yesterday, their young
swimmers led by the little dy-
namo Mita Rani Shome dou-
bling their tally of gold medals.

now have a most re-
spectable six golds to their

credit and Mita Rani hersell

has won half of them.

The rest ten participaling
tcams were completely shut
out of the gold c ycster-
day, although Munshiganj and
Bandarban won a silver cach
while Narayanganj picked up
three bronzes and Pabna won
anolher bronze.
REMARKABLE REHANA

The star. of the day ycster-
day was undoubledly Réhana
Zaman of Bangladesh Ansars
who accomplished a record-
shatlering double in the
women's 100m butterfly and
the 50m [ree style. The latter
feal carned her the distinction
of becoming the country's
fastest swimmer among
women and she deposed
BTMC's wondcr girl Lafla Noor
Milu in the process.

TWO HATTRICKS

Mahmuda Sharil led the
Ansars charge ycsierday, win-
ning her third gold medal of
these keen championships
with a new record in the
women's 200m breastsiroke.
Mahmuda, who carlier Friday
rewrote the 100m record in
the style, and then won the
100m backstroke Saturday,
covered the distance in 3 min
23.45 sccs, two scconds
quicker than the old mark of
3:25.21 secs.

Noor-i-Afroze of BTMC took
the silver and Jyotsna Akhter
of Nara )| the bronze.

Mita Rani Shome of Rajbari
displayed her tremendous ver-
satility by adding the 200m
individual medlcy record for
girls aged between 13-14 years
to her earlier triumphs in the
100m freestyle and butterfly.
Along with Mahmuda Sharil of
Ansars Mila is the only other

Strained thigh forces

. Navratilova out

ESSEN, Germa-
ny, Scpl 29: Ame-
rican vcicran Ma-
rtina Navralilova
was forced to
: retire from her
semifinal against compatiot
Mary Joe Fernandez in the Es-
sen invitation wo-men's lennis
event on Saturday because of a
thigh strain, reports Reuter.
Aller winning Lhe first sct
6-3, the 34-ycar-old Navra-

tilova found herscell hampered
a muscle injury in her lefl
and pulled

out with
Fernandez. leading 2-1 tn the
scrond sct.

Navratitova, who injurcd the

muscics in a round robin
match on Thursday, J::

still to be able to play in
the International Women's Cup
tournameni{ in Milan next
wecek.

"I knew Lhat | would not
have been able to o the
end and be Mt for final be-
causc of the problem so it was
betier to retire,” the American
said. “] afler a few days’
rest it will be okay for Milan.”

Today final of the 500,000-
dollar event, the 19-year-old
Fernandez will play world
number one Monica Scles of
Yugoslavia who cruised pasi
last year's finalist Jana Novotna
of Czechoslovakia 6-0, 6-3 in
the second semifinal.

An carlier report said:
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Late second-hall goals by
forward Cherif
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Rodrigez penalty.
Egyptians will
represent Africa
in Olympic Hockey

ycar's Barcclona

by winning the gold

medal at the’ All-Africa Games
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swimmer (o have scored a

Iden hattrick in the meet so
ar. Mita's Rajbari teammale
Shima Rani Dutta won another
medal by scttling for the silver
while Jyolsna Akhter of Ansars
gol the bronze.

Rchana Zaman ol Ansars
who was in linc fettle yester-
day won her [irst gold of the
day in the women's 100m but-

e

MAHFUZA RAHMAN
terflly with a time of 1 min
31.15 sccs, well inside the
standing mark of 1:39.10. Her
teammate Sulekha Parveen
sctiled for the silver while the
bronze went to Noor-i-Afrozc
ol BTMC.

Later in the day Rehana re-
peated her golden form o de-
throne Laila Noor Milu of
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o et o ey
only 33.10 sces for the dis-
tance, 1.37 sces better than
Laila’'s mark sct last year, For
her part, Laila who failed to
control her tears alter the
race, too swam a good time of
33.39 secs, also better than
the existing mark. Tania
Akhter took the bronze with a
time of 40.12 secs.

Mahfuza Rahman Tania, onc
of the most promising
prospects of the country, lived
up to the pre-race billing by
shattering the 100m f[reestyle
mark for girls in the 15-17
years
1:14.46 secs. This compares
well against the old time ol
1:18.25 she hersell set last
}mﬁlnmrn pair China Akhter
and Husna Akhter finished a
distant sccond and third re-

Dilruba Akhter of

group with a timing of °

Bangladesh Ansars won her second

spectively,
DILRUBA'S DOUBLE

Dilruba Akhter of Ansars
who won the 200m breastroke
gold Saturday added the girls’
15-17-yrs 100m gold yester-
day clocking 1:42.25 seccs. Li
Chin of Munshiganj came in
second for the silver while the
bronze went to Mili Akhter of
Narayanganj.

Among the younger girls,
Manashi Chattopaddhaya of
Rajbari won the girls' under-10
50m backstroke in 46.87 secs,
with Munni of Ansars {inishing
second and Marufa Khatun of
Pabna third.

Among girls aged between
11-12 years, Hasina Akhter of
Ansars won the 100m back-
stroke gold while the silver
went to Saturday's gold medal-
list Ting Ting Mya ol
Bandarban and Shumi Akhter
of Narayanganj collected the
bronze.

Nibedita Das of Rajbari
earned the 200m [rcestyle

gold among girls in the 13-14

years group. Jyotsna Akhter of
Ansars was for the silver
while Alcya Khatun of Rajbari
took the bronze.

Sumona Akhter, the 11-
year-old Ansars girl, won the
100m butterfly gold with a
time of 1:39.48 secs while her
teammate Elofa Akhter got the
silver. Rather surprisingly, the
brilliant Rajbari girl Mita Rani

Shome, perhaps showing signs
of fatigue after her tre ri-

umph, came home third for
the bronze in a slow 1:54.60
SCCS..

The meet ends today with
tcn cvents to be decided on
the last day. Competition
starts at 9:30 am and the finals
are scheduled to start [rom
two in the alternoon.

State Minister for Women's
Affairs Mrs Sarwari Rahman
will do the honours as chief
guest at the concluding cere-
mony scheduled for four this
alternoon.

MEDALS TABLE
G S B Total

B.Ansars 12 13 10 35
BTMC 8 6 5 19
Rajbari 6 4 5 15
Bandarban 1 1 0 2
Munshiganj0 2 1 3
Narayanganj0 1 4 5
Pabna 0O 0 2 2
Total 27 27 27 8I
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Ansars had a terrific day in the natio
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championships yesterday.

She won two gold medals, improving the 100m butterfly and the 50m freestyle records in the process. Here she is seen on

her way to becoming the fastest women swimmer of the country by clinching the 50m freestyle gold.

— Star photo

Agassi may outshine Edberg Down Under

SYDNEY, Scpt 29
: Colourful Am-
erican Andre
Agassi is scl lo
outshine world

: number one
Stefan Edberg as the main at-
traction when hec makes his
Australian tennis dcbul start-
ing on Monday, rceports Reuler.

Edberg is top sced in the
strongest field in the
Australian indoor champi-

onships' 19-ycar history — a
line-up slightly wcakened by
last weck's withdrawal of sec-
ond seed and defending
champion Boris Becker with a
back injury.

But it is Agassi, thc tcnnis
rcbel who won over the
crowds on his Wimbledon de-
but this yecar, that the local
fans want to see in his [irst
Australian tournament.

Agassi, scceded four, has
been drawn for a quarter-final
conflrontation with the big-
scrving Yugoslav Goran
Ivanisevie, who is sceded sixth.

gold medal of

P -\.h:: '.-:'.

the national

swimming

championships by lifting the 100m breaststroke crown at Women's Sports Complex pool

yesterday.

— Star photo

Eintrac

BONN, Sept 29 :
Eintracht Fran-
kfurt fired’ three
goals past DBoru-
ssia Dortmund to
take over Lhe lead
in the German Bundesliga on
goal diffcrence on Saturday as
title challengers VFB Stutigart
and Hamburg drew |-1,
reporis Reuler.

A first-hall goal from mid-
ficider Rall Weber and second-
half strikes from [orward
Lothar Sippel and German in-
ternational Mocller kept
Eintrachls u run al
home intact.

After 1] games, the
Frankfurt side are level on 15
points with last week's lcaders
VF13, now sccond, and third-

E:'tﬂ Bayer Leverkuscen, who
My took over the lop spot

"

point behind.

With 12-times champions
Baycern Munich failing to stamp
their usual authority on the
lcague, the carly-scason title
racc has turned into a closc
battle at the top. Just three
poinits scparate the lcading
nine clubs.

Bayern, who drew -1 at lo-
cal rivals Nuremberg on Friday,
arce cighth, three points be-
hind the lcading trio.

Reigning champions
Kaiserslautern beat struggling
Borussia Mocnche h 4-
2 at home on Saturday lo movc
up two places to fifth with 13

Is.

Eintracht had to work hard
against Borussia Dortmund in
the first hall before Weber
struck a neatl shot into the far
corner of the net in the 21st

ht to the fore

15 metres oul in the 53rd
minute before midfielder
Mocller struck his sixth goal of
the scason, in the 70th.

VFB, without their injured
German international Malthias
Sammer in midfield, lo
play the last eight minutes
against |lamburg with 10 men
after experienced defender
Guenther Schacfer was sent ofl
for a foul.

llamburg started superbl
by taking the lead with a
from midficlder Harald Spoerl
in the fourth minute. But VFB
defender Michael Frontzeck
cqualised with a free kick
cight minutes before the inter-
val.

llamburg coach Gerd-volker
Schock was disappointed with
the result. "One point is too -

It was a drcam draw [or or-
ganisers of the one million dol-
lar tournament which, provid-
ing there are no upscts, would
also sce emerging Amcrican
David Wheaton against third
seeded compalriot Pcle
Sampras, Edberg playing cight
sccd Michael Chang and
American Derrick Roslagno
against number two sced Ivan
Lendl

"I couldn't have asked for
better,” said tournament direc-
tor Graham Lovett. "1 don't
think there has becn a

stronger quarter final ficld
anywhere in the world this
yecar and that includes Grand
Slam events.”

Il Agassi wins through to
the quarier finals he will be
playing the powerful vaniscvic
for the first time in a tourna-
ment.

"We have only played once,
and that was in an exhibition a
long time ago, but this is an
extremely strong ficld so it's
probably not the wiscst thing
to look that far ahead,” Agassi
said.

Agassi is playing wcll and
his stunning display in the re-
cent US Davis Cup semifinal
victory over Germany, which
included a straight scts win
against Wimbledon champion
Michael Stich, has picked him
up after a first round US Open
loss.

"After the US'Open, | really
just focused my attention to-
ward hitting a lot of balls and
gelling my confidence back
and | think the Davis was a
reflection of all the work that |
put in,” he said.

McEnroe wins clash of veterans

BASLE, Swilzer-
land, Scpt 29 : An
cagcerly-awaited

semiflinal bectwe-
cn American velt-
crans John McE-
and Jimmy Connors

nroc
proved a heavy disappointment

al the Swiss indoor tennis
tournament on Saturday,
rcporls Reuter.

Declfending chlﬁplun
McEnore ran away with the
match, thrashing Connors 6-1,
6-3 to rcach the final of the
750,000-dollar cvent, where
he will play Swiss Jakob
IHlasck.

Eighth-seeded MceEnroc,
32, nceded just 78 minutes to
finish oflf Connors who aston-
ished the tennis world by
rcaching the semifinals of the
US Open at the age of 39 last

month.
IHlasck, sceded sixth,
carncd his final spot the hard

way by having to fight through
three ticbreaks to beat seventh
sced Alexander Volkov of the
Sovict Union 7-6, 6-7, 7-6.

A 9,000-strong capacily
crowed saw only flashes of
vintage lennis as McEnroe
dominated the malch against
Connors.

Connors [afled Lo hold his
scrvice in Lhe [irst sct but
broke McEnroe in the fifth

game,
McEnroe who has now won

19 of 32 cncounters against
Connors said : "l expccled a
tougher fight but it obviously
was not Jimmy's day.”
McEnroe, the world num-
ber onc from 1981 to 1984,
added : "I hope | continue to

improve from my 25th rank-
ing or next year could be my
last.”

McEnroe also said he would
like to be in the Davis Cup fi-
nal against France In
November, playing doubles
with Pcte Sampras.

Hlasek, the Swiss number
onc and ranked 18th in the
world, needed all his experi-
ence to overcome his 24th-
ranked opponent

Volkov wasted a chance to
wrap up the match in the 10th
game ol the third set. The 27-
ycar-old Hlasck was 30-40
down but rallied well to level
at 5-5 and then forced another
ticbreak.

Volkov's concentration wa-
vered again when he squan-
decred a 4-2 lcad in the
ticbreak.

YOKOIIAMA, Ja-
pan, Scpt 29 :
The World Bridge
Championships
open in the Ja-
pancse city of Yo-
kohama on Monday with
defending champion DBrazil
bidding to retain the Bermuda
Bowl against a strong challenge
from the perennially successlul
Americans, rcports Reuter.
Hosting the 12-day cvent
for the first Llime, the Japan
contract bridge lcague has de-
cided Lo employ some of the
high-technology wizardry for
which their country is famous.
Compultcers will be used to
deal and score the hands and
the sponsor, compulcr giant
NEC, has provided a nctwork
of personal computers lo give
spcctalors in a scparale the-
ater up-to-the minute cowver-
age on a 100-inch (245-cm)
projector.
Competing in the Bermuda
Bowl, the Open World

Championship, | be 16
teams who qual from an

inittal 86 entrants through
ronal climination contests.

Sixteen teams who survived
ualifying rounds will vie for
Venice Cup, the women s

World Championships.

While Drazil and the United
States must be the leading
conienders for the Bermuda

. Bowl, ficree opposition can be

on Friday with a 2-0 win at  minute. tle bearing in mind how much
lowly Bochum. But after the break Sippel We had ::? the game,” Schock | wﬂfmm“lhl EI-INF::;
llamburg are fourth, on¢  scored with a neat chip form H"“*d- " s s

A plex
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Sweden, as well as [from
Pakistan, whe include the
mercurial Zia Mahmood, per-
haps the world's best player at

present.

llost nation Ja Icads the
rest of the qualificrs — long
Kong, Surinam Canada,
Argentina, Iccland, Egypt .
Venczuela, Australia and
America Il.

In the Venice Cup, the four
semi-finalists from the last
women's championships two
years ago arc all here. While
Ge , the Netherlands and
Canada have identical tcams to
1989, the United States have a
new bult equally talented squad.

Australia and China, along
with European champions
Austria, must be in with gnod
chances (oo, but this cvent
looks more open. The remain-
ing contestants are Dritain,
Argentina, Egypt Martinique,

‘World meet from today

Chinese Taipei, USA 11, India,

Yencrucla and Japan.
Each scries begins with a
five-day round-robin, [rom

which cight tcams qualify for
the final knock-oul s
While condilions for the
players themsclves should be
as comfortable as usual, specta-
tors will enjoy rcal-time elec-
tronic coverage of the champi-
onship matches.
"In previous champi-
onships, playcrs’ moves were
‘layed from the game rooms
y telephone,” sald Akite
Omasa of the Japan contract
“officials then

an ovcrhead projector”,

In addition to the large pro-
jector, the theatre will contain
two 52-inch(132-cm) moni-
tors, onc to show the expres-
sions on playcrs’ faces and the
other for results.

" Pozzi dents Aussie h0p-es_

BRISBANE, Aust-
ralia, Scpt 29:
Unknown ltalian
Gianluca Moxxi m-
cets  American
Aaron Kricksicin
in the Nnal of the 320,000
Australian dollar (266,000 US)
Quecnsland Open today alter
beating Australian hopelul
Jason Stoltenberg, reporis
AFT.

Pozzi, 26, ranked 136 in
the world, crushed the 114th-
ranked Australian 6-3, 6-1 on

Andrei Chesnokov 7-8, 6-4 In

thetr semifinal earlier on

Saturday.

Krickstein has not reached
a tournament final since
down to Gilbert here last year
and has experfenced a title
drought since winning the
1989 Tokyo indoor champi-

onship.

A former top ten players,
now ranked 50 aller being

] with injury worries
Fmr. Hrlthl{ﬂl'l will top
twg. milllon US Dnlhnn‘ hm ca-
recr prize mency takes
home the winners' chegue to-
d"m' about his chances he
said: ‘lt-llh-:ﬂkht-
mlm

"I'm disappeinted but N
luml'rnmllanlltlnl‘llhlq
| ook at all my matches now,
he said.

Hungaria soccer
coach resigns



