Ohaka, Sunday, September 29, 1991
Dispute at Ferry Ghats

Road communication between Dhaka and 17
brought to a stand-
by a strike at Aricha
ghat, enforced by the Inter-District Truck
Drivers Union. Ancotd.lm lo reports published In
thulnduthtrrpen. ¢ sirike was ipitated

agarbari ferry ghat, which is the
teway to North Bengal, in which some (ruck
allegedly beaten up by ghat workers.
n protest, the truckers stamped out normal ac-

1
tivity at Aricha, imposing a virtual blockade on
the north-west of the country.

g

While we accept thal recourse to strike action
in the course of a trade dispute is a constitution-
ally-guaranteed right ol organised labour, we find

very little that was legal or constitutional with the
kind of action taken by the truckers Friday.

To begin with, it was not a trade dispute.
Rather, the whole episode smacked ol gang war-
fare between two groups of workers. The only
role the (wo respeclive unions could have con-
ceivably played in this was one of mediation.
Failing thal, district police and administra(ive ol-
ficials should have been asked to intervene and

ate any criminal activity.

Quite apart from the intolerable suflerings
caused (o innocent travellers, it is surprising how
a patently illegal action seemed logical to union
leaders, who are, after all, citizens ol this country.
We are within our rights to expect responsib
leaders of a major trade union to have the broader
interests of the nation h in their priorities.
Instead, we wilnessed a de msslnﬁ isplay ol
petty group interests, in which the plight of
thousands of poor and innocent men and women
were of little or no consequence.

We do not have any way ol calculating the kind
ol economic e this action inflicted on the
north, which is already suflering from decades-
old neglect and underdevelopment. In any other
civilised country, somebody would have been li-
able for all the financial damage caused as a result
of this forced stoppage. Given that this kind of
wild-cat actions which have no relevance to
worker-management relations are likely to occur
in the future as well, we feel it is time our law-
makers gave serious thought to the question of li-
ability. put it simply : some has to pay.

Another alarming aspect of the incident was
the apparent inability of local administration and
police to enlorce law and order at such a vital
communication intersection. The district admin-
istration should have been more active to ensure
the dispute between the two unions got no fur-
ther than the negotiating table, while the police
should have made it plain that it was their job to
rotect vehicles and passengers u the Aricha-

agarbari route. In view of their failure to act in
the manner expected of them, the government
should consider how to make police and adminis-
tration more eflective — within the bounds of law
— in such situations.

But ultimately, it is the workers, who use the
vital economic arteries of the nation, who have to
show the greatest common sense and, yes, patri-
olism. That means la:cklm%any given dispute in a
manner which does not harm the greater eco-
npmic interests of the country at such a critical
peoint in time.

Elusive Education

It was a very heart-warming [ive-column-
spread piclure on the district page of the Daily
Star on Thursday. Some thirty pre-teen children,
squatting on mats in four-deep rows, liste in
rapt attention to a young man in the fo und
in white pajama-and—pun{abl holding forth evi-
dently on some kind of class text. It seemed at
the very [irst sight to be some kind of class going
on. And it felt so good to see so many
out In the open and giving their best attention to
the teacher — whe was neither dosing ofl in a
cozy chair nor intimidating
proverbial rod. The only thing
doing ve

indicate that.

There was nothing wrong
cept for there being
ﬁ::cn life anywhere. Given the trees and scaunﬁ

puplils in a semi-circle would have complete
a picture of the classroom Rabindranath dreamed
about and materialised in Santiniketan in the
first decades of this century.

However, why was this photo published with

with the milieu ex-

top the accompaying story made it all ve
clear. It said in big blal:i type : "Students sit ;I};
mats : No chair for teachers.”" There was a minor
additional headline too In t smaller type :
"Most school build in areas dilapidated.”
Seeing is believing. The phot ph was there to
make those points in an irrefutable tell-tale manner.
If one is crazy enough to make a note of all the
educational news that come out on the es of
our national dailies — one would be struc the
frequency ef and the space taken by the agitative
complaining about furniture and building. Never,
yes. never would there be a single line reporting
the state of :liucalm — that of lﬁchlng and re-
ceiving, prac preparing, Lhat is, and the
contents thereofl. Education allmngmlu and no furni-

ture and all dilapidated buﬂdlnﬁ — and nothi
besides. No education is something more lhraltg'n
this — absentee students, non- tent school
buildings, malingering and defalcat teachers.
And then delayed supplies of textbooks and
at tions.
sarcasm cannot go on endlessly withoul

hitting a point where it will strike the carin
chords inside any man — and cause tears to ro

down amidst ible sobs of anguish. Where
is education in all this? What about that?
There is something seriously flawed about

ve

the educational ap:prmlz of our government as
well as our society. The villagers or local squires
do not anymore iid a school, and they do not
as such care for the building either. The school
built a non-present government is rather an
ideal p frnmtothbt al}::u and its furniture also
€ selisame government can be put

Wuu domestication or better still, as I'ul::l.
education grow from the bottom : then the

will be precious seating cushions and the
air the best of classrooms. As it is at present
ucation is the name of builders and suppliers
and contractors haven and of huge money trans-
actions believe i, more than 10 billion
Tlh—m and much of it having anything, to do

the

mats

what a teacher gives to the student and what
student takes from the teacher. Ideally that is.
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children

his pupils with the |
struck one as miss- |
ing was the blackboard. But may be they were |
‘oral’ things, the presence in that '
open-air class of infants of four and less tends to

not even a one-footl stalk of f

suc]l)'legmnﬂmnm? The five-column headline that |

there | was I:‘ a The
hills, the valleys, the nﬁ-;‘

winter ovenings,

ing the expericnee of young
Wordsworth in the lake dis-
tricts of Cumberiand. When |
retlurned — and it was a very
different Salimullah Musiim
lHall, brieflly Muslim Hall of
thosc days, thal | returned 0
— | brought back with me a
conviction that there must be
more mysterics and more

beautics hidden in the yet
uncxplored hills forests of
Chitlagong. 1 stil remember

how | pestercd a Chitiagonian
frflend on my return with
questions aboul these mysler-
jes and beautlics and the smile
of amusement that | noticed
on his lips as he answcred.

My scnse of contrasts that |
nolice In Chittagong is ol a
later date, Between now and
then, | have been o Chittagong
| don't remember how many
limes. The latest visit was less
than a weck ago and the dura-
tion was short, a mere twenty-
four hours. In speaking about
contrasts, | am not going to
give my latest impression of
the town. | am going to draw
upon my impression of the last

The Party's Over for Zimbabwe Oppo

HILE most Alrican

countries are in tur-

moil following de-
mands for multi-party dem-
ocracy and introduction of the
frce enterprise system, the
Zimbabwe government has
pulled the rug from under the
opposition's fecet merely by
abandoning Marxism-Leninism.

A dccision by the central
committee ol the ruling ZANU-
PF party in June has left the
fragilc and almost non-existent
opposition in disarray.

Although ZANU-PF may ar-
guec that it has not yet aban-
doned the concept of social-
ism, but is merely trying to
adapt it to the Zimbabwean si-
tuation, the economic policy
makes this a foregone conclu-
sion.

Some would even argue
that, for all intents and pur-
poses, Zimbabwe was
socialist in name and rhetoric
only because all along it has
had a mixed economy and a
multi-party system, even
though weak.

The ruling party's decision
to change its ideology up-
rooted the [oundation on
which the opposition was

HEN the mercury

soars in the summer,

people who can afford
to take a holiday escape from
the scaring heat in the plains
to the Himalayas in northern
India.

But this summer, not many
vacationers have ventured into
the picturesque valleys and
mountains of Jammu and
Kashmir state.

For the third successive
year, houscboats on the idyllic
Dal Lake in the state capital of
Srinagar are empty, putting up
‘to-let’ signboards, and the
carpct shops are closed.

Few f[oreigners and f[ewer
domestic tourists are risking
travelling to one of the most
beautiful parts of the country
in this the Visit Indja’ year.

Curfew, imposed by both
government and militants, has
made Srinagar a city under
siege. Gun-toting security
forces are often the only peo-
ple to be scen on the streets.
Visitors have been [rightened
ofl by a scries of abductions,
both of Indians and foreigners.

The Kashmir Valley has
been the scene of bitter
clashes between paramilitary
troops and well-armed sepa-
ratist groups fighting for inde-
pendence from India. New

:they perceive as wron

: use Lhis
expression, that a big chunk of
the administration will be
transferred to Chil Or
is it simply this that now
on the grievances of
tagonians that their city
has been cruclly neglected by
successive governments will be
removed, and will flow
for its upkcep -n develop-
menl. The st of grievances is
long but, during my visit this
time, | got the impression that
the present mood of the city is
quite positive toward the gov-
crnment. In the new cabinct of
Begum Khaleda Zia, there are
as many as three full ministers,
from Chittagong and this has
raiscd hopes in their minds
that all wrongs will be righted
in the coming days.

I hope the government is

WOrse every sing ménth,
achool placcs far behind the
mounting neceds ol the city
population, sanitation includ-
ing walcr supply poor, road-
side plantation virtually nil,
acsihetically a jungle of mortar
and bricks, socially a place in-
creasi under the strangle-
hold of thugs and antisocials.
For all my sympathy for the
Chit ans | cannot |

or them to be as off
as we the Dhakajans are. 'Still, |
will proclaim support for
the citizenry of our second
city, capital or no and |
would say that the first city's
woes musi not stand in the
way of mceting Chillagong's
legitimate demands.

Have | forgotten my thecme
of contrasts? No. In Chllln[fong
there s a ,contrast, (first,
between beauty and ugliness.
Beauty is mostly the gift of
nature and ugliness, all of fit,

made.

man-
thing to have , mnd |

in the llouse with some inler-
csl in environment.

Social Attitudes *

There scems to be a -
ity in Chitiagong's -ochrolx-
tudes, — extrene conservatism
and striking radicalism at two
ends of the communal psyche.
The home of the awlias
saints have also been a
tnT ground of radicals
political activists. An aver
Chittagonian has his mome
of picty, raising his hands
prayer on holy occasions, and
the next moment fecling very
proud and patriotic in memory
of the heroes who rose in arms
against the DOritish. The
dichotomy | know s not exclu-
sively with the Chittagonians
and one can sce traces of it in
many ol us coming from other
parts of the country. In
Chittagong | believe it has its
clcarest manifestation.
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Charles Rukuni writes from Bulawayo

the worst

where medievalism is
control of things. Modernism
has been successl
out and has taken Iter in

hospt
forces. Those who decided to
keep the university salely away

Political pluralism is high on the agenda in Africa as one-party states come under in-
creasing pressure from movements pushing hard for the introduction of democratic
electoral systems. But in Zimbabwe the ruling party has virtually ensured remaining in
power by making a swift ideological shift that has left its fragile opposition in disarray.

EDGAR TEKERE
His party sphi and crumiblng

bascd and has survived.
Apart [rom opposing the
onc-party system, which the

Delhi has time and again ac-
cused Islamabad of supporting
and training the rebels.

In 1990, some 614 people
were killed and more than
2,000 arrested in the sensitive
state on India's western border
with Pakistan, which has been
under central rule since last

After 18 months, pe
talks are again reported to be
under way. Former chiel min-
ister Farooq Abdullah has re-
cently been active in New
Delhi where the new govern-
ment is tentatively exploring
the possibility ol reviving the
stalled peace process.

Observers said these moves
are aimed at reactivating mod-

erate litics in Kashmir
where statc administra-

tion's harsh methods o con-
trol the unrest has alienated
most people.

"The frank admission of the

governor that there was a de- |

gree of alicnation as well as a
fecling of resentment among
sizcable sections about what
done
to them puts the problem in
perspective,” commented the
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ruling party espoused, and
capitalising on getting rid of
the corruption exposed two
years by the "Willowgate™
scandal over black market
dealing in cars by government
ministers, the opposition had
little else to offer.

The fragile opposition now
consists of the Zimbabwe Unity
Movement, which has two
seats in the 150-member
Parliament, and ZANU
(Ndonga), with one seat.

The only other political
party that still claims to exist
is the United African National

Council, which was the ruling .

parly before independence in
1979. )

Gone arc a whole string of
parties: the Rhodesia Front,
which later changed its name”
to the Conscrvative Alliance of
Zimbabwe; the National Front

of Zimbabwe; the United
National Fecderal Party ; the
United People’s Association of
Matcbelcland; the Zimbabwe
Demecratic Party; the National
Democratic Union; the
Independent Zimbabwe Group;
and the National Progressive
Alliance.

By abandoning the idea of a
one-party state and introduc-
ing gradual free-enterprise
through tts phased economic
structural adjustment pro-
gramme, the ruling party has
icit what little opposition ex-
ists prac naked.

Their only hope is that the
petty disagreements still exist-
ing within ZANU-PF will per-
haps still persist until the pext
general election — a forlorn
hope with the ruling party now
accepting realism rather that
rhetoric.

The war being waged by separatist groups
in the picturesque Indian state of Jammu
and Kashmir has all but crippled the tourist
industry, the single biggest source of in-
come for the state’s six million people. Astri
Ghosh of IPS reports from New Delhi

Hindu n:wnpnpc‘r

"The ground seems to be
fertile for sccessionists to

thrive, and it is for the admin-

istration to correct the state of
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Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-

tions must bear the

address.
Fat salary
appointments
Sir, There was an interest-

ing lctter in your newspaper of
28th August, on NGOs. If an
onc joins an Uﬂ-ﬁ
a fat in any United
Nations agencies like UNDP,
FAO or any other international
or multinational . ization
or for that matter an NGO, the
hearts of many of us would
burn. The authorities interview
the candidates, evaluate them
‘and then appoint. They do not
m "11.-1 for the chubby beauti-

ace and immaculate dresas.
They .pay for quality of work
‘and the mettle inside. Let us

writer's real name, signature and

think of the spiritual side of it.
The “rizq” (sustenance) is en-
tircly in the Hands of Allah and

"He gives in abundance to him
whom He so desires”™ (Holy
Quran). We have scen many in-
stances where very highly
qualified persons fail to earn
more moncy than what an
ordinary matriculate earns. It
is the shecr blessings of Allah
which no one can claim as a
maltter of right. To talk of
heart burning in such cases is
not only the pettiness of mind
but a grave sin. We should shun
it, seek lHis blessings and

forgiveness.
The writer appears to dis-
courage inflow of Foreign aid

because he thinks we cannot
absorb "such input within the
stipulated perfod.” What are
our own contributions to help
the country in this regard? We
should devote more time to
our vocation and work con-
structively to help the country.
It we are not working let not
our brain remain idle and be a
devil's workshop. It is for the
overnment to work on how
t it can wutilize time and
money. Mere criticizing is_not
cnough if it {s not a construe-
tive one,

A. Mowla
Dhaka - 1208
CitizensHip

Sir, Father RW.TImm is a
familiar name to among
us. Father Timm is prominent
as a teacher, social worker,
NGO expert, etc. This highly
quali American gentleman
has been living in Bangladesh
for the last several years and

aflairs by adopting mecasures
that will change the dismal
scenario,” the newspapecr
addcd.

Late last month, K.

The situation has been
worsened by a within the
Zimbabwe Unity Movement,
reducing the crumbling move-
ment into a political noncntity.
Neither of (wo factions — one
led by founder Edgar Tckere
and the other by former vice-
President Emm-anuel Mago-
che — has anything left to
offer.

Politburo members of the
ruling party, such as minister
of state Eddison Zwvobgo, now
openly say that the time has
come to et the govern
and that it is not ul to
have wealth {f it is honestly ac-
cumulated.

This effectively removes an-
other bone of contention, the
leadership code, which the
opposition had used to dis-
credit the ruling party for not

Kashmir Insurgency Cripples Tourism

Doraiswamy, a senior Indian
oflicial who was set frce in
Srinagar by the lkhwan ul
Muslamecen rebels after 55
days in captivity, offered to
mediate for peace.

Describing his captors as
"misguided youth",
has appecaled to the m-
ment to talk to the rebels who
he believes can be won over
"with love and affection.”

But George Fernandes, the'

opposition Janata Dal MP and
former minister in charge "of
Kashmir aflairs, asserts the
time is not ripe for initiating
negotiations. "We have i
preparced the ground for talks
with the militants,” he told
IPS.

An incipient revolt has long
been brewing in India's enly
Muslim-majority province
which was partitioned during
the first Indo-Pakistani war in
1948, and has since been a
.bone of contention between
the two South Asian neigh-
bours.

New Delhi has not been
successful in dousing the sepa-
ratist fires in Kashmir, where
somc militant

rendering valuable scrvices
toward our socio-economic de-
velopment. He is also associ-
ated with the Commission for
Pcace and Justice, Bangladesh.
In recognition te his social
scrvice, Father Timm was
awarded thc prestigious inter-

national Magsaysay Award in
1987. .
Father Timm loves

Bangladesh and its He
dccided to live here perma-
ncnllr And he applied for
Bangladeshi citizenship. But
the previous government did
not settle his case, assumably
because Father Timm along
with his colleagues in the
Commission for Peace and
Justlice revealed the news of
mass rigging in some of the
elections held during the au-
tocratic rcgime, However be-
fore the holding of the last
clection, Father Timm re-
ceived assurances from both
the major political fronts that
they would favourably consider
the case of the citizenship

alter the formation of a new
government.

I sincerely hope that the

new government would con-

sider citizenship to Father
Timm which may allow him to
work more for the wellare of

the pcopie.

M Zahidul |

Assistani €5 Sor,
Bangladesh Agricultural
Institute, Dhaka- | 207.

. Industries in
Rangpur

Sir, Rangpur is one of the
most impertant northern dis-
tricts. But it has not becn de-

veloped industrially. Due to re-
pealed floods. river erosios

and drought the agricultural
production of the district has

gone down. The pcople are
gradually becoming landless
and poor. These people could
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frce hand to campaign for its
siructural adjustment pro-

gramme, which more peopic
arc intcrested in at the mo-

periment with

dcmocracy by allowing people

to have a free choice of candis .

date for the August local elee-
tions. -
The only organisations that,
now matter are Lhose that
promote people's special in-
terests, like the Consumer
Council and the Zimbabwe
Congress of Trade Uniona.

By their very nature, these
groups can ncver take on the
role of the opposition. Their
role will, however, be crucial

because more and more people

are now concerned about .
bread-and-butter issues. '
— GEMINI NEWS

CHARLES RUKUNI, a [ree-
lance journalist, was the
IHarare editor of Moto, a |,
Zimbabwean weekly, and later
deputy news editor of the *
Bulawayo Chronicle. ;

fighting for independence ’
while others want to seccde |
and join Pakistan. '

Insurgency has, however,
crippled the state's once vi-
brant tourist industry which
was the single largest source of
income for its roughly six mil-
lion pcople.

Over the past two years,
thousands of frustrated
Kashmiri youths have crossed
into Pakistan to carry arms and
exphlhrn:;;ch.ck into Kashmir
to join war against New
Deiby %

Some militant groups like
the Muslim Janbaz Force
which earlier this year kid-
napped two Swecdish engi-
neers, have 12-ycar-old mem-
bers who are trained to use

Kashmir topped the agenda
in recent talks in New Dclhij
between India and Pakislan

‘which ended inconclusively.

While India insists thc Mssuc
must be settled bilaterally,
Islamabad has been trying (o
internationalise the problem.

Most India observers be-
lieve in Jammu and
Kashmir can only be solved if
New Delhi and Islamabad in-
clude the militants in the

pcacc proccss.
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be absorbed in industrial units.
But unfortunately ne industrial
unit other than one sugar mill
at Shyampur has been estab-
lished. Rangpur produces jute,
sugarcane, polatoes ete. in
abundance. The

promiscd to establish a paper
mill, using jute cuttings jute
using as raw malterials in
Rangpur and a sugar mill
somewhere in Nilphamari dis-
trict to create employment |

opporiunity for the jobléds:
youths,

But after.the fall of the
govt. which did not materialise
the programmes, we do not
hecar anything now about the
fate of the programme, We
would request the presént
government to go ahead with
above indusitrialisation pro-
gramme to create employment
opportunity for the poor in the
northern tricts.

s

Mahbubul | lague Chowdhury. .
Deputy General Manager,
Sonali{ Bank, Barisal.



