12

I had to agree with Ishaq
when he ousted Benazir : Beg

ISLAMABAD, Sept 27:
Pakistan's former army chief
Aslam Deg has again criticised
the destruction of lrag by the
US-led allied forces for the
Mberation of Kuwait, it was re-

General Beg, whose contro-
versial statements at the peak
of the Gulf war embarrassed
the ment and report-
edly annoyed Washington, de-
fended the stance took
against massive bombing of
iragi installations in February.

“It stand by thesis,” he
was quoted as telling a group
of Pakistarii journalists while
launching his Foundation for
Research in National Defence

and Security (FRIENDS) here

m-nl.-humﬂm

mid-August alter completing
his three year tenure, said,
"nobody has the right to de-
stroy a country in order to lib-
crate another country,” the
Muslim daily said.

He took over after General
Mohammed Zia ul Haq died in
a plane crash in August 1988,
and served under three suc-
cessive prime ministers. His
statements on issues

frequéntly caused ripples and
also triggered

rumrlthllht_

may have political ambitions.

At his first press confer-
ence after his retirement, he
revealed that both President
Ghulam Ishaq Khan and Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharil had of-
fered him a senior position in
the government but he had
"declined.”

“I do not work with the
noph who do not trust me,”

sald admitting that until his

[slamic laws for
emancipation of

women stressed
By Staff Correspondent

Haleza Asma Khatun, a
Jamaat-e-Islami MP from the
women's ta, Friday stressed
the need for establishing
Islamic laws to rid the coun-
try’'s women community from
repression and to ensure their
rights in the society.

Addressing as chiefl guest at
a seminar on ‘'Mohammad (SM)
as the pioneer of emancipating
women' at the auditorium of
the Engineers’ Institution
here, Asma Khatun, MP, vie-
wed that the women were the
worst victims of repression in
the present civilization.

Jamaat's female student
wing Bangladesh Islami Chha-
tree Sangstha organised the
seminar in connection with
the Eid-e-Miladunnabi.

Chhatree Sangstha Presi-
dent Shamima Yasmin Laila
conducted the function. Dr
Rowzatur Rahman of chemistry
department of the Dhaka Co-
llege, Dr Habiba Chowdhury
Sweet, Prof Sarafl Afza, Dr
Shah Noor Begum, Nurunnissa
Siddiga and Khandaker Aye-
sha Khatun discussed on the
paper presented earlier by
Ferdousi Khanam, General

Secretary of the Sangstha.

st day in the office there
were doubts about him.

Asked if he was a key player
in the ouster of former

fer Benazir Bhutto he said
K: had to with the pres-
ident who dismissed her on
August 6, 1990, for alleged
abuse of r during her 20-
month ruE.

"I was chiefl of the Army
Stafl and the President being
the Supreme Commander was

immediate boss.” he said.
"If 1 had not agreed with him,
| had two options: either to re-
sign or assume power,” Be
said adding that he adopt
the easiest course.

The General urged both the
government and the opposi-
tion to end their confrontation
and resolve issues politically.
He ruled out the possibility of
contesting the next presiden-
tial polls due in 1993.

"Politics is not my cup of

tea,” he said, stressing that
FRIENDS would be a non-polit-
ical, non-governmental organi-
sation.
It would try to play a con-
structive role In opinion
building and promoting a con-
sensus and understanding
among the general public on
vital issues, he said.

Observers said Beg's founda-
tion would provide a forum to
like-minded officers and intel-
lectuals to express their views
on important social and politi-
cal problems.

Membership will be open to
research scholars, specialists,
experts, writers, speakers,
journalists and retired civil
and military officers, he said.

Female lawmakers
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women, it said.

Asia had the highest pro-
portion of female politicians,
with 12.6 percent, closely fol-
lowed by the European region
at 12.5 percent and the
Americas at 12 percent. Arab
states were al the bottom with
only 3.7 percent.

But within Europe there
were huge variations, the sur-
vey showed.

The percentage of women
in the Finhish parliament rose
from 31.5 percent in June
1989 to 38.5 percent this
year, while in Austria it nearly
doubled from 10.9 percent to
21.8 percent.

By contrast, in Romania the
number of women in parlia-
ment has plummeted from
34.4 percent to 3.6 percent
since 1989. Multi-party elec-
tions in Albania caused female
representation to drop from
28.8 percent to 3.6 percent; in
Czechoslovakia from 29.5 per-
cent to 8.7 percent; in
Hungary from 20.9 percent to
7.0 percent, and in Bulgaria
from 21.0 percent to 8.5 per-
cent, it said.

Mongolia recorded a de-
cline from 24.9 percent to 2.1
percent after democratic elec-
tions in 1990.

The Geneva-based [PU
groups parliaments from 111
countries.

Left front
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prepared a dralt programme
and distributed it among the
probable components of the
proposed front. In the draft,
the front has been termed as
‘Patriotic Democratic Front'.

According to the draft, the
front is aimed to unite the pa-
triotic, democratic and pro-
gressive forces of the country.
CPB and NAP(M) are against
brand the front as a ’'left’

one, ra they prefer to keep
the front's door open to all

But the components of the
5- alliance are in favour of
lau a front purely with.
left identity and oppose any
sort of alliance with AL, BNP,

Jdn or Jamaat-e-Islami.
fuddin Ahmed Manik,

General of the CPB,
told The Daily Star Friday that
the propo front was aimed

at forging unity of and under-
standing among the patriotic
and democratic forces.

"We want to bring all pa-
triotic and democratic forces
in the front", said Manik. He
made it clear that the front
should not be confined to the
left forces only. He however
categorically said that they
would not compromise on the
question of secularism and

nationalism.

NAP(M) General Secretary
Pankaj Bhattacharya said that

were determined to
launch the front by the middle
of October for which process
had already been initiated.

He said that he was in
favour of critical but positive
attitude towards AL and also
towards BNP. "But we are
p-.rt:le: like J -

a or
J’-Iﬂ".h:-ﬂ.m has

Bimal Biswas, General Sec-

of the United Commu-

nist (UCL), who is also

convenor of the B-party alli-

. eight left-leaning

ance said that a positive
decision about the front at the
forthcoming congress of the
CPB would accelerate the pro-
cess of a "broad-based
front of the left democratic
progressive forces.”

He said that the front
should be formed with only
progressive parties like, the
components of the 5-party,
CPB, NAP (M), Samyabadi Dal,
Gano Azadi League, Ganatantri
Party and other like-minded
parties and forces.

Haider Akbar Khan Rono, a
central leader of the Workers
Party, said that his was in
favour of a left front which
would work with the aim at
establishing socialism.

He categorically opposed
any cooperation with AL, BNP,
JP or Jamaat terming these
parties as the representatives
of the bourgeoisie class.

Dilip Barua, General
Secretary of Samyabadi Dal,
said that a front with progres-
sive forces could create a new
current in the political arena
of the country. -

According to concerned
sources, among the compo-
nents of the 5-party, UCL and
JSD (Inu) are maintaining pos-
itive attitude towards the for-
mation of a broad-based front
with CPB and others. But the
other components of the 5-
party maintain that it should
be a front of the left forces
only.

Ganatrantri Party, a compo-
nent of now defunct Eight-
party Alliance, 18 learnt to be
reluctant to join the front.
However, the party is expected
to take a decision on the issue
at its council scheduled in
November this year.

Meanwhile, an alllance of
student or-
isations was formed on

nents of the 5- . Political
observers the student
alllance as t and be-

significan
lieve that it might contribute

towards forging a greater unity i

of the left forces

Homeless people of the city staged a rally in front of the National Press Club on Friday
demanding an end to their plight.

—8tar photo

.

Mammoth Delhi rallz blasts economic mlicies

Eight Indian parties threaten to

launch movement against Rao

NEW DELHI, Sept 27 :
India’'s centrist and leftist op-
position parties today blasted
the new government over spi-
ralling prices and its economic
policies at a mammoth rally in
the heart of the national capi-
tal, reports AFP,

Leaders of eight parties
threatened to launch a na-
tionwide campaign i Prime
Minister PV Narasimha Rao's
three-month-old minority gov-
ernment did not rapidly
change its [iscal policies.

"They promised to bring
down prices in 100 days.

But what is the reality.
Prices of everything are
shooting to the sky,” former
Prime Minister Vishwanath
Pratap Singh told the rally in a
25-minute stinging speech in
Hindi.

He said the government's
policies aimed at opening up
India's economy to attract for-
cign capital and overcome its
worst fiscal crisis were the

wrong ones.
An estimated hall a million

opposition party activists,
mainly communists, thronged
the rally site near the federal
Parliament to hear speeches
[rom leaders of centrist and

leftist groupings.

The site was a sea of ham-
mer-and -sickle red flags of the
communists and green flags of
the centrist Janata Dal
(People’s Party) of VP Singh,
who headed India's first mi-
nority government from
December 1989 to November
1990.

Thousands of armed police
and paramilitary forces were
on duty, but there were no
disturbances.

The crowd had earlier
marched in a procession
nearly 10 kilometers (six
miles) across New Delhi, wav-
ing party flags and banners.

Many listeners climbed on
trees all around the meeting
ground. Today's gathering was
the first show of opposition
strength since the Congress(l)
Party hecaded by Rao took
power June 21 alter e ng
as the front runner in elec-
tions marred by Rajiv Gandhi's
assassination.

VP Singh and communist
politicians also criticised Rao's
administration for selling gold
in the world market and
secking heavy borrowings from
the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) to check falling

 govi
foreign exchange reserves.

New Delhi has undertaken
sweeping economic reforms,
hcﬂnnlrﬁ:rlth a steep devalu-
ation of rupee followed
it by steps to liberalise trade
and free industry from gov-
emment controls.

“The économic policies that
the government is following
will mortgage our country at
the hands of the West,” said
Harkishan Singh Surjeet,
Deputy Leader of the powerful
Communist Party of India
(Marxist).

The opposition leaders also
accused the government of not
doing enough to end separatist

campaigns in Pu ., Kashmir
and Assam llll:lj.lblrﬂ urged

the Prime Minister not to rely
exclusively on security forces
to bring peace.

The Janata Dal and com-
munists fought the May-June
general elections as allies, and
oppose both the Congress
Party and the opposition
Hindu-revivalist Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP).

Opposition trade unions
have called for an India-wide
strike on November 27 to
protest the government's fiscal
policies.

" Gorbachev unsure about
ME confce in October

MOSCOW, Scpt 27 : Soviet
President Mikhail Gorbachev
questioned today whetlher a
Mideast peace conference
could be held as planned in
October but said such a meet-
ing was "necessary” to bringing
pecace to the region, reports
AFP.

Gorbachev said it was still
"possible” the conference
could go ahead next month but
added: 'l think there are al-
ready some doubts appearing’
on whether the meeting would
take place that soon.

It is a neces process,’
the Soviet leader said, refer-
ring to eflorts to convene a
peace conference, 'and we
have real hopes' that a confer-
ence can be convened.

His remarks, made to re-
porters during a news confer-
ence at the Kremlin with
Egyptian President Hosni
Mubarak, came a day after US
Secretary of State James Baker
said in New York that talks on
holding the meeting had
yielded few results and that it
was still too early to set a date.

Mubarak described the
diplomatic efforts behind the
scenes as "diflicult.”

He said 'Arab solidarity’ was’

an important factor in layin
the ground work but stre
that ‘for us, resolving the
Palestinian problem comes
before all else.'

‘We need to take the [irst
step,’ he said, referring to
holding the conference. 'The

rtant thing is talks aimed
at bringing about peace in the
region. We need to discuss all

Nuruddin
Choudhury
dead

Nuruddin Ahmed Chou-
dhury died on Friday of a heart
attack at the Suhrawardy
hospital at 11pm. He was 72.

Son of late Khan Bahadur
Gausuddin Ahmed Choudhury
of Sylhet, he was a former
Director General of Food. He
left behind his wife, a son and
five daughters.

He s the brother of
Shamsuddin A Choudhury E A
Choudhury, former | G of
Police, Imamuddin A
Choudhury, Former Secretary
and a former adviser to the
President, Nasir A Choudhury,
Managing Director &reen Delta
g;:;;;nc: and Safli A

ury Managing Director
of Albert gﬂ#ﬂ e

His body will be taken to
Sylhte today (Saturday) for
burial at the Graveyard of the

Dargah of Hazrat Shahjalal.

the issues important to all the
parties’.

The remarks by the two
leaders came amid continuing
tension between Washington
and Tel Aviv over lsraeli plans
to expand Jewish settlements
in occupied land.

Mubarak said his govern-
ment was keeping in contact
with the main parties involved

in the Mideast process,
including Israel and the
Palestinians.

Gorbachev also praised
moves by Arab countries, no-
tably the oil-rich countries of
the Arabian peninsula, to pro-
vide economic aid to the
Soviet Union and said he and

Mubarak had agreed to
‘increase the volume of trade'

between their countries.

‘We highly appreciate the
principled position' of Mu-
barak's government ‘toward
the Soviet Union,” Gorbachev

Job quotas :
Indian students
take to streets
for second day

NEW DELHI, Sept 27 :
Hundreds of students protest-
ing caste-based job quotas to-
day took to the streets in parts
of northern India, stoning
buses and clashing with police,
reports AFP.

Scores of university stu-
dents ul:?nckcd state-owned
buses damaged at'least 10
on the second t day of
violente in the national capi-
tal, police and witnesses said.

The students also set up
roadblocks in halfl a dozen dis-
tricts, disrupting traffic and
compounding problems for the
police already hard-pressed on
account of a mammoth opposi-
tion rally here.

A police official said there
was no major violence, and
that policemen were told to
exercise 'utmost restraint”

-with military

UN inspectors
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compiled.

But David Kay, the
American head of the UN
team, said in a satellite tele-
phone interview from the
carpark early today with CNN
television that Iraqi officials
dealing with him there
"express a complete lack of
knowledge of what has been
done in New York."

President George Bush has
said he still has doubts about
Iraq's willingness to allow UN
inspections of its weapons of
mass destruction and indi-
cated Washington will press on

force Baghdad to comply if

Bush told reporters at a
state dinner for King Hassan I
of Morocco on Thursday he
was "a little skeptical” Iraqi
President Saddam Hussein
would comply with the UN
Security Council resolutions
lm&kmtnlln' the ceasefire
conditions imposed after Irag's
defeat in the Gulf war. -

The arms inspections are
part of the conditions.

Asked about a New York
Times newspaper report due
to appear today, that the ad-
ministration had abruptly
halted a group of attack heli-
copiers and additional war-

planes en route to Saudi Arabia
on Thursday, Bush replied,
"We haven't changed any
plans.”

He said: "We're prepared to

I quwhntwerltuku_ to enforce

preparations to .

the resolutions.”

The Times quoted officials
in the Bush Administration as
saying that a flight of Air Force
transports carrying assault he-
licopters .and accompanied by
tanker aircraft was turned
around in mid-air after it had
left for Saudi Arabia.

The administration order
followed a message from Saudi
Arabia's Defense Minister,
Sultan bin Abdel Aziz, in which
he said he saw no further need
for sending additional fire-
power, The Times said.

CU
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for violating the agreements,
according to varsity sources.

The authority issued re-
minders to those defaulting
teachers several times asking
them to pay back the dues but
none responded.

The source said even the
authority tried to realise the
dues from the organisations
where they are working now
abroad but proper cooperation
was not received. Finding of
other means, the authority has
now started to issue letters to
the guarantors of those teach-
ers asking for clearing the
outs dues.

The source said the h
were of defaulting teac
were from the department of
economics. Fifty teachers
of the university are now on
study leave abroad, mostly in
the US and Canada.

.I trict,

33.6m poor

wsaielBecs, “oers, 57
America’ numbered 33.6

the US
Census bureau said Thursday,
on the first increase

in the population of impover-

s poor
milion last year,

ished Americans since 1983,
reports AFP.
Under the bureau's 1990,

benchmark for poverty a family

of four earning 13,350 dollars
a year or less is considered

1'i1¢ bureau said two-thirds

of the poor were white, 40 per
cent were children and 11 per

cent were elderly.
The census

were
line, the highest level of any
racial

Hmmmuu

cent.
The 1990 count was up 2.3

when the poverty line was

four.

Diarrhoea
From Page |1 Col. 4

below respective danger
levels excepting the Surma at
Kanaighat, the Kushiyara at
Amalshid and Sheola, the
Manu at Manu railway bridge
and the Meghna at Bhairab
Bezar

claimed 26 lives in the dis-
according to local
sources. But the official figure
is 8 dead from diarrhoeal dis-
eascs.

One Monwara Khatun (38)

Idlﬂlunl"rﬁ:lly*

situation remained

static in Sylhet district Friday
after a rainless day and follow-

ing t reduction of onrush
nl'l'#,
border

However, situation in the

floods in the embankment on
river Surma.

Flood protection embank-
ment in Zakiganj upazila is still
threatened by the late mon-
soon flood which also left a
large number of people ma-
rooned in Kanaighat,
Companyganj, Jaintapur and

u

Social Welflare and Women

Shaptibari, Bhadai of Aditmari
upazila and Baura of Patgram
upazila of Lalmonirhat. He also
supervised reliefl activities at
diflerent camps in the district.

Relief Coordinator of
Rajshahi, Natore, Naogaon and

| Chapainawabganj districts and

State Minister for Land, Kabir
Hossain Thursday visited the
flood affected villages of

Gurudaspur and Singra upazila

| of Natore.

About 860 families have lost
their homes today as more
than 3,000 people were afl-
fected in three upazilas of
Manikganj and one upazila in
neighboring Tangail district
following incessant rainfall
over a 24-hour period.

Communication of
Harframpur upazila with the
district headquarters was cut
off on morning as the
road has gone under water at
Bathimuri because of the heavy
downpour.

Water level of the river
Jamuna rose 8 cm in 24 hours
but was flowing 48 cm below

danger mark at Arichaghat on
Friday afternoon.
Editorial on page 4

lﬂm
that 32 per cent of blacks
living below the poverty

or ethnic minority

per cent followed by Astians
and Pacific islanders at 12 per

million from the previous year
12.674 dollars for a family of

the major rivers are flowing

UNB adds : Diarrhoea 80 flar

waters from across the

haor areas of tu

worsened further as wa-
ters were entert ten
breaches cau by earlier

Affairs Minister, and Relfef

Coordinator of greater Rangpur
district Islam on Friday
visited lood affected
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Cadct College,
Abdullah-Al-Mahmud, Raj-
(Cadet) 5, B47, six letters of
the same college and
Mohammad Anisuzzaman Raj
1, 847, six letters, Rajshahi

Collegiate School i
5. Hohnmm i’l-halﬂ
Kaiser Alam Sarkar, Gal 1,
845, six letters, Gaibandha
Government High School.

6. Rafla Razzak, Bog M 51 |,
843 marks six letters, Bogra
Government High School.

7. Sarker Hossain Shaheed
Mohammad Reza, (Cadet)
3, 8B40, six letters, r
Cadet College.

8. Mohammad Rafluzzaman,
Raj (Cadet) 1, 839 marls, six
letters Rajshahi Cadet College,
Khandakar Ali Kowsar, Pab
(Cadet) 2, 839, six letters,
Pabna Cadet Colle and
Fahmida Bari, Raj M Igll. 839
marks, six letters, Rajshahi
Government Girls High School,
Helenabad jointly.

9. Mohammad Mahbubur
Rahman, Raj (Cadet) 2, 838,
six letters Rajshahi Cadet
College.

10. Mohammad Manzurul
Hasan, Rang (Cadet) 2, 8386,
six letters of Rangpur Cadet

Co <
mﬁn; is the combined
(male-female) merit list in so-

cial science group of the first
ten among twenty students.

Mohammad Shahjahan, roll
Tetulia- 120, stood (first,
securing 748 marks, with
three letters, Haradighi High
School.

Mohammad Shamim Ifte-
khar, Rang 1261, stood second
securing 747, marks, with
three letters, Rangpur High
School. |

Lawrence Besra, Din 1149,
738 with three letters, Saint
Philips High School.

Mohammad Nazmul Huda,
Sundar- 671, 737 marks, with

three letters, Sundarganj
Abdul Majid Government Boys'
High School.

Mosammat Maslima Akter,
Dhunat-M 901, 7356 marks,
with three letters, Dhunat
Pilot Girls' High School.

Mohammad Matiur Rahman,
Bog-1161, 734 marks, with
one letter, Bogra Zila School.

Mohammad Sahirul Islam,
Shib- (Nowab) 346, 732 mar-
ks, with two letters, Shibganj
Government Model High Scho-
ol and Devajani Chakrabarti,
Nat- M 1234, 732 marks, with
four letters, Natore Govern-
ment Girls' High School

agency said here.
as nearly 480 domestic flights were can-
celled airiine officials said. Train services were

60,000 air trav-

jotntly.
H“I “htl’ M‘“ 1531-

730 marks, with one letter,
Dinajpur Government Girls
High School and Sree Subrata
Kumar Saha DBel-287, 730
marks, with three letters.

mur $°K Ptlot High'
Jointly. -

Mosammat Jesmin Akter,
Rang-M 1454, 728 marks,
with two letters, Rangpur
Government Girls' High
School.

Mohammad Masud Rana,
Lalpur 351, 726 marks, with
two letters, Gopalpur High
School.

Computer science
18 choice of both
Mahmud, Mushfiq

From Our Correspondent

RANGPUR, Sept 27
Abdullah Al-Mahmud of
Rangpur Cantonment Public.
School and stood first
in the Rajshahi Board SSC ex-
amination,

The SSC examination re-
sults were announced :
Mahmud is the son of Prof
Delwar Hossain, a teacher of

the same college and Dr Atiga
m, an associate professor
ofgnthHhﬂﬂdh:gc.
He secured 869 marks with
six distinctions from the
Science Group. In an interview
he said he used to study six to
seven hours a day regularly. He
had only one private teacher
but his and mother used
to help him in his study.
Mahmud said he would do

his higher studies in computer
science.

About student politics, he
said he does hot like it.

He is a fan of cricket and
also plays cricket.

Mushfiqur Rahman of the
same school stood second in
the SSC examination of the
board. He got 851 marks with
six distinctions from the
Science Group.

His father Mohammad Al is
a medicine merchant. Mushfiq
said he would also pursue his
higher education in computer
science,

Mushlfiq used to study five

to six hours a day regularly. He
had also only one private
teacher to help him in his

study.
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