who come with their
sick animals te the central
veterinary hoapital near
Fulbaria in the metropolis are
the worst sulferers. Sometimes
they wade through ankle-decp
raw sewage Lthat remains slag-
nant in front of the hospital at
Kazi Alauddin Road. The situa-
tion further aggravates during
the monsoons when rain water
submerges the adjoining arcas.
This happens as both the un-

derground sewer lines, one for

carrying ofl sewage and the
other for draining out rainwa-

ter, fail to funetion.

The problem of sewage dis-
posal [aeing the central veteri-
nary hospital for quite a long
time did never get due alten-
tion of the concerned authori-
ties, hospital sources told The
Daily Star. Unsound planning
and lack of initiative have all
through stood in the way of
proper development of this
lone institution set up by
Nawab Sir Ahsanullah.

The expansion programme
of the hospital complex includ-
ing the stafl quarters com-
pleted lasl year alt a cost of
Taka 3.35 crore by the authori-
ties also ignored the basic
problem ol laulty drainage sys-
tem, according to an official of
the ldvesiock Direclorate. The
official said that the crisis
could be resolved with the
help of WASA (Water Supply
and Sewcrage Authority) and
the Dhaka City Corporation

- BNP questions

From Page 1 Col. 8
a non-partisan candidate

should be elected as president
on the basis of national con-
sensus, was not reasonable.

He sald newspaper reports
showed that the third and the
fourth largest parties in the
parliament — Jatiya Party and
Jamaat — were ignorant about
the nomination of Justice
Chowdhury, and thus he was
not a candidate of the com-
bined opposition.

Barrister Abdus ™ Salam
Talukdar said either Justice
Chowdhury was not told the
truth at the time of obtaining
his signature on the nomina-
tion paper, or he accepted the
consensus ol the Awami League
as a national consensus’. If the
first was correct, Justice
Chowdhury was subjected to

injustice. Il the second was
correct he has done injustice

to pcople’s mandate, he said.

He termed as unfortunate
the contention that Justice
Chow:hury has become a can-
didadc 1o protest against the
discourteousness of the BNP
and said it was difficult to be-
lieve that a man who consid-
ered himsell to be competent
to become president could
side with a camp opposed to a
democratically elected gov-
ernment.

Salam Talukdar posed a
question that if Justice
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Water-logging haunts
city dwellers

By Khalilur Rahman

(DCC). But the Public Works
Department (PWH) which car-
ried oul work on the expan-
sion project did not Lake up
the maltter with those aulhori-
ties. Moreover, the architec-
tural design of the hospital
b had faults, he alleged.

Explaining the . disadvan-
tages of the newly constructed
hospital building, an official of
the hospital said that the cor-
ridors and the rooms of the
three-storey building are
drenched during rains as there
are no sheds. Rain water en-
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ters the moms as il these were
opcn places, he resenled.
licfore the construction was
undcriaken the probable [aults
in design were brought to the
notice ol the relevant govern-
mcnt ageney by the livestock
official. But the hospital stafl
complained that the observa-
tion of the Livestock
Department on the building
design was not liked by the
governmenl architect. Onc of
the architects politely re-
minded the livestock official
that their task was to deal with
antmals and not the building
construction, an aggricved
hospital stall said. Medical
equipment and other materi-
als, therefore, cannot be kept
or stored on the floors due to
flowing in of rain water.
Separate Lables are needed for
placing some of the equipment
to protect those from water,
another offictal reported.

a party and the idca he floated
had already not mdde him
(Justice Chowdhury) contro-
versial, would the post of pres-
ident not become controversial
il Justice Chowdhury were
elected?

He said there was no con-
stitutional provision for a non-
partisan president nor did the
party that has nominated
Justice Chowdhury propose
the insertion of any such pro-
vision in the Constitution. Thus
by nominating a partyman BNP
has not committed such an
'illegal act’ that Justice
Chowdhury had to protest by
making himsell a candidate.

Salam Talukdar said BNP
had many other people in the
Jutlya Sangsad who were com-
petent to become president,
but it did not nominate them
because the party wanted to
Sstrengthen parliamentary
democracy.

BNP believed there were
many more people outside
Parliament who were compe-
tent to become president. But
since it could nominate only
one candidate it had no option
but to forget about the others.

Salam Talukdar said that
the anger of Justice
Chowdhury would go as soon as
he would understand this and
realise that a certain quarter

was using his image as the
'‘pawn of so-called challenge.’
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A scection of the n thor-
oughlare from the railway
hospital to the central “m:}
nary hospital poses a zrl.ru
inconvenicnce o road
users. This busiest jon of
the road has developed big
ditches and depressions and
wasle water remains stagnant
almost round the year. The ac-
cumulation of waste materials
not fMushed out because ol
[aulty drainage system emils an
unbearable stench. The overall
atmosphere in the locality ap-
pears to be suffocating.

With regard to the new
construction at the hospital
complex, a PWD source said
that there was no [ault in the
design of the buildings and
that the constiruction was
carclully carried out. He, how-
ever, admitled that rain waler
finds it way into the corridors
and parts of the rooms in the
absence of sunshades.
Neccssary measures are being
taken in this regard, the
source added. The source cat-
egorically said that the prob-
lems arising out of the block-
age in sewer lines was abso-
lutely the job of WASA to look
aflter and that the PWD had
nothing to do about it

When contacted, a senior
official of the WASA told The
Daily Star that water-logging ol
city areas was a general prob-
lem and required concerted
cflorts to solve it. Over the
years the storm sewers which

drain out rain and wastc waler
in the metropolis have become
choked at different points.
Proper maintenance and
cleaning of the underground
lines arc utterly lacking. The
lone pump station at Narinda
has lost 60 per cent of its efli-
ciency in draining out waste
waler. The length of the storm
sewer lines is about 265 kilo-
meters (km) of which half is
under the management of
WASA and the other half is
maintained by DCC. This has
given rise to {resh complica-
cics. The DCC has inadequale
skilled manpower for main-
taining underground sewcr
pipes which were so long op-
crated by the Public Health
Enginecring (PHE) under the
Ministry of Local Government.
It was handed over to the DCC
a few years ago. Inadequate
maintenance of storm sewer
lines by the DCC has con-
tributed to waler-logging,
sources said.

But all these are minor
causcs responsible for stagna-
tion of water in the city during
rains, a senior WASA engineer
told the Star. The major cause
of water-logging is the closure
of natural outlets and canals in
the metropolis over the last
three decades, he pointed out.

The sewage disposal system
is also under heavy pressure
due to the alarming rise of the
city population and limited
facilities available with WASA
in terms of men, materials and
resources, WASA sources said.
This has resulted in the over-
[lowing of sewer lines much to
the inconvenience of the city
dwellers. he stated

Diarrhoea
From Page 1 Col. 4

chari says : Diarrhoea claimed
nine more lives in Mohalchari
and Luxmichari upazilas of the
district during the last week

 raising the death toll to 30 in

ater Chittagong Hill Tracts.
gmhccnrdfng to informed so-

urces, five died in Mohalchar
and four in Luxmichari. The
two upazilas are the worst
affected.

Hospital source said more
than 300 people have been af-
fected by the disease at village
Goraaichari and Dhumnighat in
Mohalchari upazila while sev-
eral hundreds were attacked
in Luxmichari upazila,

A large number of patients
have been coming from af-
fected areas everyday to the
Sadar hospital and upazila
health complexes for treat-
ment,

Firing, blasts
ransacking on
DU campus : 1 hurt

By DU Correspondent

A group of armed youths
firing shots and bursting
bombs ransacked a snackbar
and beat up its employees on
Dhaka University campus
Thursday. One teaboy was also
injured in blast.

The teaboy, Igbal, was taken
to Dhaka Medical College
Hospital with head injury from

s the bomb splinters.

Witncsses sald the armed
youths ransacked the DUS
(Dhaka University Snacks)
near TSC protesting tearing of
posters earlier hung on the
shop walls demanding release
of Masudur Rahman, a Chhatra
League activists.

Che Baily Star

Left student
alliance formed

By DU Correspondent

A new student alllance,
"Democratic Student Alllance
(DSA)", was formed with eight

left-lean student organisa-
tions o gear up a
progressive student move-
ment.

The formation of the DSA
was announced at a con-
ferenee held Thu y at the
Madhu's Canteen of the Dhaka
University.

The student organisations
that formed the alllance are
Chhatra League (N-S), Chhatra
Union (BCU), Samajtantrik
Chhatra Front (SCF), Chhatra
Moitree (BCM), Chhatra Fe-
deration (BCF), Chhatra League
(S-S), Goneotantrik Chhatra
Union (GCU), and Chhatra Sa-
mity (BCS).

new student alllance
vowed to root-out terrorism
from the educational institu-
tions and gear up the move-
ment for realising the ten-
points prepared by the now
defunct All Party Students
Unity (APSU).

The press conference bla-
med the Jatiyatabadi Chhatra
Dal YCD) and Chhatra League
(S-A) for the disunity among
the students and the disso-
lution of APPSU.

BCL activist
stabbed

By DMCH Correspondent

A BCL activist was stabbed
by unidentified miscreants at
Elephant Road on Wednesday

night.

The Democratic Student
Alllance, however, decided to
begin its movement by holdi
an anti-terrorism rally n.:
procession on October 6.

BSC
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ship’'s n:pdrlnllt: for a
longtime. The eneral
of section

to Singapore on reccipt
of information and got the ship
released by clearing the out-
standing dues of five lakh US
dollar

But immediately after the
relcase the ship was again de-
tained as the commission
money of the concerned agent
there remained unpaid. The
commission amouynting to
1,50,000 dollars was paid and
the vessel relcased on
September 21 when it sailed
for Chitlagong port.

The trouble with
Sourav has caused delay in
lightering a mother tanker
that resulted in a per day de-
murrage of 30 thousand dol-
lars, the BSC source added.

In addition to mecting the
debt burden to settle the cases
for release of the ship it in-
curred some [ixed operating
costs and other incidental ex-
penses during its nine-day de-
tainment .

It s reported that the
Corporation has fallen de-
faulter to over 60 such repair-

Inls‘numpunm. most of those
at Singapore that may bad to
more much incidents.

Thursday. .
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Nomination papers

From Page | Col. B

tion of the nominatieon

The last date for
of candidature has been fixed
on September 30. The time for
withdrawal of candidature will
expire at 2.30 pm.

The polling will lake place
on Oclober 8 between 2 pm,

and 5 pm in the Assembly Hall
of the Jatiya Bhaban.
Members of 330-secat
Jatiya Sangsad (Parliament)
will vote to elect the
President.

On behalf of the candidature
of Abdur Rahman Biswas, BNP
leaders and ministers includ-
ing Barrister Abdus Salam
Talukder, Barrister Rafigul
Islam Miah, Barrister
Jamiruddin Sircar, Major Gen.
(Retd) Majidul Huq, Deputy
Speaker ikh Razzak Al
Sadek Hossain Khoka, Whip
Khondker Delwar Hossain, and
Syed Shahidul Islam Zaman,
MP, were present during the
scrutiny.

On behalfl of Justice Badrul
Haider Chowdhury, Awami
League leaders including Abdus
Samad Azad, who is the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition in the
Jatiya Sangsad, and Tofacl
Ahmed, MP, were present,

while on behall of Al-Haj
Mohammad Mokbul Hossain,
Shahjahan Khan, MP, (AL-
Madaripur) was present during
the examination of nomination

The Chief Election
Commissioner, Justice Abdur
Roul, was assisted by Election
Commissioner Justice Syed
Meshbaul Hossaln and
Sccrelary of the Election
Commission Secretariat,
Ayubur Rahman, during the
scrutiny.
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The Midnight File

Romanian PM forced to resign

BUCHAREST, Scpt 26 : Thousands of Romanian coal min-

ers paraded through Bucharest today rejoicing after
Prime Minister Petre Roman’s government to

forcing
and

shouted that President lon [liescu must go with him. The

demonsirators,
northern Bucharest

the Romanian tcicvision station in
ionight and bombarded it with petrol

Pak newsman killed in Kashmir
ISLAMABAD, Sept 26 : Mohammad Basharat Abbasi, a
Pakistani journalist has been killed by security forces in

Indian-administered Kashmir. Meanwhile Pakistani newspa-
pers are lo observe a oneday strike Sunday to protest violence

against

reporters, the All-Pakistan Newspapers Seociety

(APNS) President, Farhad Zaidi, said here Thursday, reports

AFP.

Unusual low

From Page | Col. §
dhury, Director, Bangladesh
Meteorological Department
told the Daily Star the
of low extending from

winds at

per air has been very weak
some time. The flow of strong
stecring wind would have
helped faster movement of the
sysicm towards the north east.
in the absence of strong steer-
ing wind the movement of the
sysiem has been very slow. As
it continues to get encrgized
by incursion of moisture it
continues lo cause precipita-
tions.

Weather experts have the
impression that the trough of
low is likely to cause heavy
rainfall in the central part of
Bangladesh for another two

days.

Shahabuddin

From Page 1 Col. 7
thanked the Acting President
for his guidance as the
Supreme Commandar of the
Armed Forces. Chicefl of Naval
Stafl Rear Admiral Muhammad
Muhaiminul Islam, Chiefl of Air
Stafl Air Vice Marshal Altal
Hussain Chowdhury and PSO to

the Supreme Commander
Brigadier M S A Bhuiyan were
present.

Earlier, the Acting Presi-
dent was given a ceremonial
Guard ol Honour by a smartly
turned-out contingent drawn
from the three services at the
BAF Base Bashar in the Old Air
Port. On arrival he was
rcceived by the chiels of three
scrvices. The Acting President
took salute and inspected the

guard

1D0wnp0ur
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Basabo, part of Rampura went
under knee-deep water.
Movement of traflic came to
a standstill during the rainfall.
Ollice-goers had the most
difficulty in attending their

duties.
Attendance in the govern-

ment, semi-government and
autonomous bodies was thin.
The worst sullerers were the
students particularly those

who had to appear at examina-

tions in some city schools.

Rain water submerged
dwellings in many low-lying
areas in the city. Residents
were found staying on
‘'machans’' in their inundated
house. At Minto Road, water
remained stagnant in the
compounds of many VIPs till
late in the evening.

In some places, reports of
waler contamination due to
leakage in the main supply
lines were received.

This has exposed the in-
habitants to serious health haz-
ards, a resident of Faridabad
told The Daily Star.

An offlicial of the Water
Supply and Sewerage Autherity
(WASA) said that faulty
drainage system was responsi-
ble for slow disposal ef rain
waler.

The natural outlets and
canals that used to drain out
rain water from the city to the
river Buriganga and Shitalak-
khya were filled up over the
years. Closure of these outlets,
mainly 13 canals, is largely
responsible for the ac-
cumulation of water, the WASA
official pointed out.

He also admitted that the
storm sewers were not [unc-
tioning smoothly as these were
blacked at many points due to
the absence of proper mainte-

J nance.

The Acting President also
visited the Supreme Command
Headquarters where he ex-

changed departing greeting
with scnior defence officials.

He was presented crests of
the three services by the re-
spective chiefs.

Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed
also called upon the officials
last night to extend their
wholehearted cooperation and
assistance to the newly elec-
ted government for expedi-
ting country’s economic pro-
gress and attaining political
stability.

He said this while talking to
the secretaries and additional
secretaries’ in charge of the
ministries who met him at
Bangabhaban to bid him
farewell.

Justice Ahmed said what-
ever may be the form or char-
acter of the eclected govern-
ment, its success depends
upon the eflicient permanent
administrative machinery. He
said the offlicers are the ser-
vants of the ple and they
should perform their duties
and responsibilities without
fear or favour keeping in view
the interest of the country.

Justice Ahmed said if he
had achieved any success dur-
ing his tenure of office as the
Acting President, it was largely
due to the wholehearted coop-
eration apd assistance of the
officers and employees of the
government.

Principal finance secretary
Khurshed Alam and cabinet
secretary Siddiqur Rahman
were, among others, present
in the mceting.

Rangpur medical
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After a small contingent of po-
lice force had failed to control
the situation, the college au-
thoritics sought the help of the
BDR who managed to bring the
situation wunder control.
Members of the BDR remain
deployed in the college cam-
pus.

The injured were identified
as Anwar Hossain, a second-
year student of Rajshahi
University, Taufiqur Rahman
Ripon, a first-year student of
the management department
of Carmichael College and
Mahmud Hossain, a BCL ac-
tivist. All three have been ad-
mitted to the Rangpur Medical
College Hospital and their
condition was stated to be
critical, according to hospital
sources.

Police arrested 12 persons
in this connection recov-
ered a loaded pistol, a cut-ri-

fle, 23 Chinese axes, 12 lnrgc'

knives, one 'ram dao’,

F

‘US impeding
Korean

reunification’
By Staff Correspondent

A visiting high ranking
North Korean official said in
Dhaka yesterday that after the
Gull war the United States has
become more arrogant and is
shipping nuclear weapons to
South Korea. :

“Alter the Gulf war the US
has become more haughty and
is shipping to South Korea new
nuclear weapons and binary
nuclcar wecapons where it has
already deployed 40,000
troops and 1,000 nuclear
weapons,” Chon Yon Ok, Vice-
President of the Cultural
Committee for Foreign
Countries of the DPRK said as
chiefl guest at a seminar in the
auditorium of the National
Press Club.

The seminar organised by
the Bangladesh National
Committee for Korean
Reunification was presided
over by Rashed Khan Menon,
President of the Committee.

It was also addressed by
North ' Korean Ambassador in
Dhaka Kang Dol Sun, Hasanul
Huq Inu, Nurunnabi, Mahbubul
Huq, Garib Newaz, Ahmed
Rafiq and Dilip Barua. -

Ms Chon said that the US
has already mapped out a '120-
day Korean war scenario’ and
was staging nuclear war exer-
cises and provocative military
moves to attack the DPRK first.

She alleged that the United

tates is trying to control the

Republic of North Korea and

other South Asian countries by

deploying nuclear weapons in
South Korea. The deployment

of weapons in S Korea was an
outrageous infringement on
the sovereignty of the DPRK,
she said.

She said that if the South
Korean authorities sincerely
wanted reuniflication, they
should’ accept the fair and
reasonable reunification pro-
posal.

Ambassador Kang Dol Sun
said that the seminar would
give great inspiration to the
people of the DPRK in the
campaign for reunilication.

Rashed Khan Menon said
that the United States was in-
strumental in delaying the
process of reunification. He ex-
tended the cooperation of 11
crore Bangladeshis in the pro-
Cess.

Hasanul Huq Inu said after
the changeover in the Soviet
Union the imperialist was
stretching its reaches world-
wide to destroy all peace pro-
gramme. 5 .

The other left leaders also
condemned US role in the re-
unification
Koreas.

Acting President Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed addressing high military officials at Armed Forces hea

dquarters on
— PID photo

allics
| have 99 volcs and Jatiya Party

35. If Jaliya
Badrul Haider Choudhury, the
combined strength of Awami
league and Jatlya Party will be
134.

- Opposition meet

process of the ﬁ
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Chowdhury MP, of the Jatiya
Party, Advocate Ansar Ali MP of
the Jamaat-e-Islami,
Shamshuddoha MP of the CPB,
Suranjit Sengupta MP of the
Ganotantri Party, Salahuddin
Quader Chowdhury, MP of the
NDP, Rashed Khan Menon, MP
of the Workers Party, Shajahan
Siraj, MP of the JSD (Siraj)
and others.

Jamaat sources told The
Daily Star that Ansar Ali at-
tended the meeting at the re-
quest of some Awami League

leaders. He went to Parliament .

for some other business.

Jamaat insiders confirmed
that the party would back
Abdur Rahman Biswas.

Reliable sources stated that
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia had discussions with
Jamaat leaders Matiur Rahman
Nizami and. Ali Ahsan
Mujaheed at Sugandha before
announcing the nomination of
Abdur Rahman Biswas.

Jatiya Party sources told
The Daily Star that the party
was still undecided about
lending support to Badrul
Haider Chowdhury.

A senior JP leader said that
the party was working on two
options — to vote for Badrul
Haider Chowdhury or to ab-
stain from voting.

Jatiya Party high command
hinted that the party members
would vote for Badrul Haider
Chowdhury only if the winning
chance was there. Otherwise
the JP members would abstain.

The meeting called by
Sheikh Hasina Thursday at-
tended by Munirul Hugqg
Chowdhury was considered a
lower level representation at
the meeting.

The representatives of ma-
jor opposition parties told the
meeting that they would re-
port back to their respective
parties and would discuss the

., matter in the party forum.

Earlier Sheikh Hasina in-
troduced Badrul Haider
Chowdhury to the opposition
MPs present and narrated the
background story on nominat-
ing the former Chief Justice as
the presidential candidate. She
sought support of all the op-
position groups.

Sheikh Hasina regretted
that she eould not contact and
consult all the opposition
groups before nominating
Justice Chowdhury.

The mecting scheduled for
11 am was dclayed by two
hours due to the heavy down-
pour in the morning and lasted
for an hour.

On Wednesday pight BNP
leaders also contac Justice
Badrul Haider Chowdhury to

. Justice as "non-

know his mind. Food Minister
Shamsul Islam went
to see Justice Chowdhury ai
his residence while BNE
General Abdus Salam
Talukdar and Information
Minister Nazmul Huda con-
tacted him over telephone.
They however: reminded
Justice Chowdhury that hé
would not get a majority in any
way in the election. But Justice
Chowdhury said that even if he
was defcated he would neot
withdraw his candidature.

UNB adds : Briefling news-
men after the meeting
Opposition Leader Sheikh

Hasina said the ruling party
had failed to come up with a

conscnsus presidential candi-
date in due deference to aspi-
ration of the people.

Sheikh Hasina urged all
parliamentary groups to rise
above party interests and elect
a ncutral personality to
country’'s top and prestigious
post of President.

"It would have been good
for the nation if the rn-
ment party could put up an ac-
ceptable candidate to the pl"l:l-,o“

idency on the basis of national

conscnsus but, unfortunately,
they could not rise above their
petty party interest,” said
Hasina.

Narrating the background of

fielding Justice Badrul laider
Cho ury as a presidential

candidate, she said "We
awaited initiative from the rul-
ing party, but there was no
such initiative till 12-15 pm
yesterday.”

The ruling BNP's attitude,
she said, prompted her to re-
quest former Chiefl Justice
Badrul Haider Chowdhury to
be a candidate of national con-
sensus for the office of
President, and "he accepted

request.”

Justice Chowdhury was pre-
sent at the press briefing.

Describing the former Chief
partisan, ae-
ceptable and respectable na-
tional personality”, Hasina said
he was nominaled as presi-
dential candidate in the spirit
of the historic 19th November
declaration of three alliances.”

Justice Chowdhury, she
said, might face a "numerical
defeat” in the election, but he
has taken a very bold stand
considering the interest of the
people and the nation.

“In the interest of demo-
cratic process, we always (ried
to forge consensus on national
issues. The 11th and the 12th
amendments to the
Constitution were the refllec-
tion of national consensus,”
she said, adding "we could also
have chosen a consensus can-

didate for the presidency.”



