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Badrul Haider Choudhury non-partisan, says Hasina

None of the opposition par-
ties represented in parliament
besides the Awami e and
its allies with the strength of
99 votes, has made any posi-
tive commitment to support
former Chief Justice Badrul
Haider Chowdhury as presi-
dential candidate.

At a meecting of the opposi-
tion MPs yesterday Badrul

Star Report

Haider Chowdhury sought co-
opcration to be elected presi-

dent for the sake of greater na-

tional unity.

He was introduced by the
Awami
of the Opposition Sheikh
Hasina at the meeting.

Alter the meeting Justice
Badrul Haider Chowdhury, de-
termined to contest the elec-

League chiel and Leader

tion, said at a press conlercnce
that there should be a consen-
sus on choosing a president of
the republic. "To achieve this
goal the election date could be
deferred to provide time .to
choose a consensus candidate”,
he added. The meeting held at
the conference room of the
Opposition in Parliament was
presided over by the Leader of

pposition meet ends without
positive vote commltment

the Opposition Sheikh Hasina.

The meeting of the
Opposition MPs was attended
by Deputy Leader of the
Opposition Abdus Samad Azad,
Begum Sajeda Chowdhury MP,
Amir Hossain Amu, Tolacel
Ahmed MP, Opposition Chief
Whip Mohammad Nasim of the
Awami League, Manirul Haq
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haunts

People of some city areas would now
often as it was
activities. Picture shows the New

dinghies as mode of transport

during

3,000 more attacked

About three thousand peo-
ple were attacked by diarrhoca
on Thursday in the diffcrent
arcas of the country. Official
sources confirmed 39 more
deaths from the disease in the
flood alffected districts raising
the death toll to 550,

Outbreak of diarrhoeca was
-Il-n reported from the dis-

Chittagong 11ill Tracts
wheﬂ: the discase claimed 30
lives in a weck.

in Nilphamar district. 611
people were attacked by diar-
rhoea Thursday and cight
deaths were reported. Another
four persons died tn Gatbandha

where 203 people were at-

By Staff Correspondent

tacked by the disease. In

Kurigram 40| pcrsons were
attacked, but no death was re-
ported.

Five hundred pcople in
Ruhiya unfon under Sadar
upazila of Thakurgaon union
were attacked by the discase
Thursday. A medical team was
rushed to that union.

Deaths from other
districts during the 24 hours
til Thursday morning are:
Tangafl-6, Pabna-5, Thakur-
’mn—ﬂ. Naogaon-4, two each
rom Rangpur and Kushtia, and
one {rom Panchagarh, Dinaj-

pur, Lalmonirhat, Joypurhat,

!irljp.nj and Chapainawabgan

Diarrhoea death toll rises to 550

district.

- So far 1,736 medical tcams
have been working in the al-
fected areas. Our Kishoregan|
correspondent rcports: cight
persons died of diarrhoea
Thursday and over 500 pcople
were attacked by the discase
during last three days in the
district. The death toll now

stands al 83 while the number 1

of people attacked by the dis-
ease since September | is
about five thousand. Eighteen
medical teams along with a
special team are now working
in the district.

UNB report from Khagra-

See Page 12 Col. 3

Palestinian delegates about to
endorse US ME peace plan

ALGIERS, Sept
Palestinian delegates tn-clljr
neared tentative endorsement
of US Middle East peace plans
alter hearing from two promi-
nent Palestinians Mving under
Isracli occupation, sources

terrilories,

Husseini and Ashrawi spen
90 mm'ﬂhlhml
tee late Wed , oul

3 nnuhyt hin:l
Jerusalem with US Secretary
of State James Baker.

The two Palestinians who
have met Baker cight times in
recent months, are also ex-
pected to travel soon to
Washington for further talks
with the Secretary of State.

Palestinian sources said the
Political Committee of the PNC

—hhhmm:h

which the PLO belicves peace
should be based.

Arafat on Wednesday told
the Political Commitiee the
United States had improved its

on the con -
erence, referring to the
Palestinians as a “pecople” and
thereby suggesting they have
national rights.

While continuing to shun
reference to Palestinian
:I,l"-dctermimthﬂ, according
to Arafat, Washington now
agrees that West Bank and
Gaza residents should have
the chance to control their

the monsoon. Water-|

mw heavy rafns Mﬂu ﬁ'i' roads paralysing the nery,

— Star photo

Downpour
swamps City

By Staff Correspondent

A heavy downpour on
Thursday submerged many ar-
cas of the metropolis. The
rainfall, caused by the influ-
cnce of a late monsoon spell,
continued for four hours be-
ginning at eight in the momn-

The Dhaka Met Oflice
recorded 53 mm rainfall in the
city, the highest in the country
on the day. The highest main
[all was recorded at 120 mm
on September 15.

There was secvere water-
logging in the city as usual.
Main in Shan-

tinagar, Malibagh, Kakrail,
Minte Road, Naya Paitan) Khil-

gaon, Maniknagar, Mugdapara,
See Page 12 Col. 4

Unusual low
causing late

monsoon rain

By Mostafa Kamal
Majumder

The heavy downpour ol the
past four wecks that worsened

the [(lood situation in
has been caused by
an unusual phenomenon —
trough of a low extending from
the Arabian Sea to Bangladesh
and Assam across India.
Weather experts are puz-
zied that in a marked depar-
ture from the normal the late
monsoon rainfall is not being
induced mainly by any system
(low or depression) [rom the
Bay of Bengal.
Hamiduzzaman Khan Chow-
See Page 12 Col. 7
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WB, IMF meet today

on funding support
for Bangladesh

‘By Moazzem Hossain

The two kcy maultilateral
institutions-- the World Bank
(WB) and the International
Monctary Fund (IMF) -- will
consider today the funding

support for Bangladesh under -- post

the on-going cconomic re-
forms programme, at a meet-
ing of the Commitlce of the
Whole in Wahington. The
committec is a joint forum of
the policy makers of the IMF
and the WB.

The mecting will review the
Policy Framework Paper (PFP),
prepared under the IMF-sup-
ported Enhanced Structural
Adjustment Facility (ESAF).
The government [inalised the
PFP in May jointly with the
stalls of the IMF and the WB.

The PFP incorporates spe-
cific reform proposals in dil-
fcrent sectors of the economy
for 1991-92 with some con-
crete performance criteria set
under it. This will be the sec-
ond annual PFP under the
three-year ESAF programme
which was approved for
Bangladesh in early part of fis-

Release of detained
ship at Singapore
port costs BSC
Taka 3 crore

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Scpt 26 :
Bangladesh Shipping Corpor-

ation (BSP) had to pay again for
the detaining of one ship of its

at Singapore port recently.
According to a BSC source,
the loss incurred by the organ-
isation to get the detained ves-
sel ‘Banglar Sourav' released.
Amounted to over Taka
three crore. Banglar Squrav
was detained at Singapore port
for nine days since September

13 following a case lodged by a

ﬁ_grt:an repairing g9
panly for nonpayment of
See Page 12 Col. 5
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cal 1990-91.

The PFP for 1991-92 was
due for consideration by the
Committee of the Whole on
August 23. But the Commitiee
Lhe consideration of
the same following the an-
nouncement of the new na-
tional pay scales by the gow-
ernment for its

Both the IMF and lhc wB

.lhencxpreuedhntlutlhe

implementation of the pay
scales in 1991-92 would have
serious budectary constraints
and couse wider financial and
economic imbalances, leading
to problems for funding the
development nr investment

PI‘W

Meanwhile, Eint IMF-WB
team visited D this
month and held dhcuuinni
with the t officials
about the s of the

announded pay scales on over-
all budgetary resource man-
agement and also other related
issucs.

The committee of
whole in its mecting
Washington will consider Lhe
PFP alongwith the appraisal
report by the joint IMF-WB
team which came to Dhaka.

The IMF board mecting will
take up on its agenda the PFP
under ESAF for Bangladesh for
1991-92 in its mceting
September 30, after the clear-
ance ol thc same by the
Committec of the Whole.

Official sources in Dhaka are
hopeful about approval of the
PFP. The approval will make
about 100 million dollar IMF
credits available to Bangladesh
in current [iscal year for the
balance of payment support.
What will be important is not

the

mercly the avaiflability of IMF
credits under ESAF following
the approval the PFP, the
sources noted while stating
that the ment of the
'llmlld also

{ the

l-lth the nnur

., three candidates

in

on

Shahabuddin ho

Armed forces will help
grow democracy

The Armed Forces bade
ceremonial [arewell to Acting
President and Supreme
Commander of the Armed
Forces, Justice Shahabuddin
Ahmed, on Thursday, reports
BSS.

Addressing the senior ofli-
cers of the three services at
the Army Headquarters in
Dhaka Cantonment, the Acting
President recalled the servites
rendered by members of the
Armed Forces during  his
tenure for cnsurlr}.‘ law and
order during the February 27
parliamentary elections and
subsequent refcrendum. He
also mentioned their contri-

butions in the relicf opcration
following thc devastating cy-
clone and tidal surge in the
coastal arcas.

Justice Shahabuddin hoped
that members of the Armed
Forces would make positive
contributions towards the
continuation ol the democratic
process sct in motion. He
called upon them to nnru:en
trate on training and u ‘P
the highest example o
fessional ::cellcnct and dil
cipline.

Chief of Army Stafl Lt Gen
Muhammad Noor Uddin Khan
also spokc on the occasion. le

See Page 12 Col. 4

Medical College in
Rangpur closed

From Our Correspondent

26
was

ng
armocd clashes between rival

student groups late Wednesday
night. which leflt one desid and

another three seriously in-

RANGPUR, Sept
Rangpur Medical Col

jured.
Colle authoritfes an-
nounced the closure this

and asked students o
vacate the hostels by 10 am
the same day. Many students

left he campus and
mﬁ““hﬂ the hostels
‘moming.

year student ol the mathemat-
ics ment of Carmichael

 College, died on the spot when

a group of gunmen opened fire
inside room No.64 of the
Pinnu Heostel in the medical

night, witncsses said. He was
an activist of the JSD (Inu)-
backed BCL.
MLMH‘!MGI'
the BNP backed-JCD were re-
for the attack.
Gunlfire and eracker

offer came in a
letter Wed from |
Ambassador ul Amir
Anbari to Security Council

Thirﬂ

President Jean-Bernard
Merimeed, the French
Ambassador.

British Ambassador Sir
David Hannay told reporters
that based . 1 the letter it ap-

as if a settiement has
reached on the release of
the UN inspectors.

A UN transiation of Iraq's
letter the inspec-
tors asked the chiefl UN
weapons official, Roll Exeus, to

the site.

There were reports that the
stand -off had ended, but they
turmed out to be

the inspectors had been per
mitted to leave their buses and
cars and move into a buflding

Agency,
telephone contact
"the inspectors had gone into
the buflding alter ng the
iragis’ offer of sale passage

to thl.'ir hotel.*

But few minutes later, Kay

*Nothing changed at all.”

"I would be more than
back into the
hu‘mm.:ﬁ finish the inven-

carly Friday

!anllrr Thursday, he said
the team's morale was good.
"Everyone’'s up, moving

“"We have te food l.lﬂ
water being delivered”
other members of the U
team who were not detained.
The tors have been
in a bus and six cars
outside the Iraqli Atomiec
Energy Commission building
since Tuesday, when | au-
thorities demanded ll:l'y“lur—
render documents detailing
the country's secret nuclear

said Lhe .hll-l'l'l.l
were secured In a oar .

12 PAGES PRICE TAKA!W

-——— L — L L CEE e =

Nomination

papers of all

presidential
candidates
found valid

of all

r election
to the ollice of President of the
country under parliamentary
system of government were
found valid, reports BSS,

The Election Commission
Secretariate declared Abdur
Rahman Biswas, Mokbul
Hossain and Badrul Haider
Chowdhury to be candidates
for election to the office of the
President as their nominations
were found- valid after exami-
nation.

As per the schedule, the
Chiefl Election Commissioner,
who is the 'Nirbachani Karta' of
the presidential election
Justice Mohammad Abdur Rouf
examined the nomination pa-
pers at his office at Sher-e-
Banglanagar on Thursday
morning.

The proposers and secon-
ders of the candidates were
present during the examina-

See Page 12 Col. 6

BNP questions
non-partisan
image of Justice
Chowdhury

By Staff Correspondent

BNP Secretary General
Barrister Abdus Salam
Talukdar Thursday expressed
his shock and surprise at the
statement of Justice Badrul
Haider Chowdhury and said,
"We along with the people are
dismayed that a wise and
courageous person like him
was speaking the language of a
certain quarter.”

In a press statement he
said, "Could there be any logic
in regarding Justice

Nomination pa

sird
"nfrm&m. seT r:"m

mptm of nomination from

particularly
whcn there FHL be ne na-
tional consensus by bypassing
the party which has obtained a

majority in parliament through
free and fair election?
Reacting to the statements
of Justice Chowdhury, a former
Chiefl Justice of Ba h in
a section of the press, the BNP
leader said the contention that

See Page 12 Col. 1
Biswas may get
support of Jamaht,

6 independent MPs

Star Report
Behind-Lhe-scene lobbying

1 has been geared up by both the

ruling party BNP and the
Opposition Awami League to
owe the support ol parliament
members for their respective
presidential candidates.
Indications were clear on
Thursday thal the BNP would
get the support of the Jamaat
Erhnmmlry party and at
st six members of parlia-
ment from among the inde-
pendents and the small par-
tics. .
The BNP commands major-
ity iIn the house with 170
members and the combined
position strength is 160,
Tce BNP strength will in-
crcase further with the sup-
port of Jamaat for Abdur

See Page 12 Col. 8

Mrs Thatcher

wishes Khaleda
SUCCESS

NEW YORK, Sept
Former British Prime
Minister, Mrs Margaret
Thatcher, has wished the new

vernment of Bangladesh
p:dd by Degum K 7ia
all success, reports BSS.

Talking te Foreign Minister
A S M Meostallzsur Rahman at a
function eorganised by US
Business Council for the
United Nation here on

qum
Prime ter said she was

happy to meet the minister
after en yCars.

Mrs Thatcher, who at-
tended the function as the
guest of honour said she was
happy that BNP had formed
the government again. She ex-
pressed the hope that the new

rnment would coentinue
the good work done by prest-
dent Ziaur Rahman.

Ambassador Humayun Kabir,

rmanent representative of
ﬂn‘h‘nh to the United
Nations, accompanied the

Foreign Minister.
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