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Dynamism in
agricultural

research stressed
Star Economic Report

The Vice-Chancellor ol the
Bangladesh Agricultural
University (BAU), Prol M
Asadurrahman on Wednesday
urged the agricultural scien-
tists and rescarchers to de-
velop technologies in the con-
text of rural Bangladesh.

Inaugurating a threc-day
workshop to evaluate the an-
nual research progress of BAU
for the 1990-91, he stated the
dynamism in agricultural re-
secarch was a pre-requisite to
the planned development of

agriculture.

Dr MA Hamid Miah of
Bangladesh Agricultural
Rescarch Council{BARC)

Who addressed the inaugu-
ral session as the special guest
siressed the need for estab-
lishing a viable inter-institu-
tional linkage betwecen the
BAU and various rescarch in-
stitutions of the country. He
said such linkage would spced
up rescarch activities ol high

quality.

- BSEC workers
demand publication

of Wages Commission

report ‘89
Star Economic Report

An extended meeting of the
Bangladesh Steel and Enginee-
rlni Corporation (BSEC)
workers and employces
federation on Wednesday
demanded the immediate an-
nouncement of the report of
1989 Wages Commission with
a minimum wage of Taka
1400 per month with eflect
from July 90.

'_ “The meécting also de-
manded removal of the dispar-
ftics in fringe benefits and

leave of the blue and white

colour workers.

The meeting over
by working president

Kutubuddin Ahmed also urged
the to stop fts de-

Asian Development Bank study says

Telecom sector growing faster than econom

An internal Asian Develop-
mcnt Bank study of 106
countrics suggests that
increased economic efficiency
is partly based on improved
telecommunications.

in 92 countries, the study
reveals, the telecommunica-
tions sector is growing laster
than the economy.
Furthermore, the gap between
the growth rates for the
telecommunications sector
and the economy widens in
countries experiencing slow or
negative growth.

Results of the study were
presented in a paper by the
ADB's Bruce Murray, a senior
project cconomist with the
Infrastructure Department.

The socfo-cconomic bene-
fits of improved telecommuni-
cations arc numerous, said
Murray. Telecommunication,
especially the telephone, im-
proves family well-being by
providing access to scrvices
which could save life, health
and property and by increasing
contacts with family, friends

and special interest groups.
In business, a better

telecommunications service
saves time and labour at all
levels of a business organiza-
tion, improves market effi-
ciency with better communica-
tion between buyers and
sellers, helps to reduce inven-

lories and cuts down or avoids
production s caused
by machine b downs or
shortages of materials, said Mr

i

An 'impruved communica-

tions service also enables busi-
ness to éxpand by rnulm:I‘linsk=

ﬂl- Eﬂltﬂm1 =
velops intcrnational trade, re-
duces transportation and dis-
tribution costs and improves
financial performance by facili-
tating the collection of receiv-
ables and helping to process
transactions, portlolios
and monitor market develop-
ments. '

Finally, noted Murray, bet-
ter telecommunications im-
proves the administration of
government programmes and
helps to redress regional im-
balances between urban and
rural areas.

Meanwhile, lan Gill, ADB
Information Officer, writes:
The Asia-Pacific region ranks
third behind Europe and
North America in telecommu-
nications spending — but still
has a long way to go towards
meeting its needs. Although
the region is home to 58 por
cent of the population, it
has only one sixth of the
world’s telephones.

To meel demand, expendi-
ture in the region's telecoms
seclor is expected to more

| Star Economic Report

than triple from 845 billion to
$150 billion annually over the
ncxt five years.,

These points showing the

sector's potential for expan-

sion were made Chao
Thongma, Executive Director
of the Asta-Pacific Telecom-
munity (APT) at a regional
telecommunications
conference in Bangkok from
19 to 22 March 1991,

The conference on “The
Information Age — Challenges
for the Telecommunications
Scctor in the Asia-Pacific
Region®, was the first to be
jointly sponsored by the Asian
Dcvelopment Bank and APT.
Attending the meeting were
250 delegates representing
private firms, rnments —
including 23 of the Bank's-de-
veloping member countries
(DMCs) — and international

tions.

Despite the large amounts

of capital the sector is ex-

to attract over the next
ew years, there will still be
shortfall, according to the
Secrctary-General of the
Geneva-bascd International
Telccommunications Union,
Pckka Tarjanne, who gave the
keynote address.

Most country in the Asia-
Pacific still do not invest ade-
quately in their information
sysiecms, Tarjanne maintains.
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At the close of trading on September 12 and September 19, 1991.

1980 91
Auguest Sepiember  1ligh | avw
12 19
Company EY/ML® Laka Taka Taka Tuka
BANKS (Ten)
Al Daraka lank 1000/1 800 .00 783.43 101000  725.00
A Dank 100/5 180.00 18000 IAS500 13500
City Bank 100/5 29000 29000 20000  |78.00
wric 100/8 177.00 17700 20200 }40.00
Islami Dank 1000/1 119000 119000 140000 1000.00
National Hank 100 /5 117.00 11800 12500 102.00
Pusbamli |k 100/5 @1.00 8800 110.00 80 .00
m_ 100/10 80 .00 8000 110.00 75.00
100/% 121.00 12).00 13800 42000
Uttasra Heank 100/5 190.00 190.00 23000 180.00
INVESTMENT (Eight)
cB 100/% 80 .00 92.00 100.00 90 .00
ist ICB M Fund 100/8 390 .00 39000 A450.00 390.00
20d ICH Puand 100/8 1585.00 154.00 20000 160.00
Sed ICB M. Pund 100/5 134.88 13500 16800 130.00
4hICBM. Pund  100/10 30.00 131.00 157.00 123.00
S5th ICB M. Fund 00/10 106.00 10750 139.00 9400
ShICEM. Pund  100/10 73.00 8955 10000 S9.50
ICH Unit Cert. 115.00 115.00 .
Sales Price 110.00 110.00
SRRASES Pead
BGIC 100/10 108.00XD 107.50 117.5%0 104.00
 Grecn Delia 100/10 117.00 117.58 12200 104.50
Peoples 100710 127 S0AL 128.00AL 130.00 108.00
United 100/ 10 124.00 12400 12400 105.00
ENGINEERING (Nincteen)
Alab Automobiles 100/5 207 .00 207.00 22000 194.00
Aias Bangladesh 1050 41 .00 40 .50 44.00 36 .00
Amz Pipcs 100/5 250.00 251.00 2500 218.00
Bangladesh Aulocars | 00/5 102 00 @825 12300 100.00
Bangladesh Lamps 105/5 26500 26500 290.00 230.00
B.That Alumistum 100/10 92 .00 ®1.50 110.00 75.00
Bengsl Cartade 100/5 250.00 250.00 25000 250.00
Benggal Steel 10/50 18.00 18.00
Eastcrn Cables 100/5% 8347 8300 108.00 75.00
Howlader 1™VC 100/10 102.50 10400 122.00 9700
Karim 100/S 128.54 12007 13000 110.00
hﬂ-& 100/% 110.00 11200 110.00 75.00
Monno 10/05 200 00 20000 20000 20000
Monno haicex 100 /%5 210.00 21000 21000 210.00
Nationasl Tubes 100/ 10 108 .00 10000 13700 103.00
Panther Sicel 10/50 6.00 6.00
Quasem 10.50 813 B8.20 9.30 7.50
70.00 74.00 48.00
98000 1112500 990.00
19000 20000 190.00
48 00 48 .00 48 00
36.00 40.00 36 00
340.00 34000 270.00
85.00 85 00 45 .00
305 .00
Faod 100/% 14187 12500XR 25500 140.00
S00.00 600.00 600.00
42 00 8300 35.00
o0 11700 92 .00
13800 17500 127.00
70000 700.00 S00.00
4 50 8.78 4.00
Cemin F ot 100 .00 0000 10000 100.00
Modern Indusirtes 100/5 160 .00 160.00 160.00 135.00
270.00 27000 280000 220.00
NT NT - :
610 6.0% 7.50 .00
9% 00 9400 105.00 an .00
NT NT ’ )
828 8.0 10 .00 7.50
40 00 4000 4500 40 00
14 00 14.00 81.00 a6 50
58.20 53 50 : .
NT NT
NT NT
RS0 8.50

Al=Allotment Letter XP= Ex Bonus/ XDe= Ex. Dividend

Mohammad Maniruzzaman Chowdhury, Chairman, Bangladesh Small and Cottage

speaking as chief guest in the ina
mme 91 on market prometion

C and National Association of Small and Cottage

Industries of Bangladesh (NASCIB), Mymensingh under NASCIB - ZDH - Technonet Asia

Partnership Project.

Prices of Listed Shares and Debentures
with Dhaka Stock Exchange

ugural ceremony of the
ion for SSE

Cawsta Jule 10/50 NT NT - -
tskam Jute 100/8 70.00 70.00 70.00 53.00
“Jute Spinner 100/% 100.00 100.00 ' 100.00 83.00
Mutual Jute 100/5 100.00 100.00: 100.00 50 .00
Northern Juic 10/80 NT NT - .
Shamscr Jute 100/5 1 00.00 100 .00

Spcialised Jute 10/%0 NT NT - -
Shine Pukur Jute 100/5 100.00 100.00 100.00 94 .00
Sorall Aansh 100/5 95.00 96 .00 85.00 80 .00
PHARMACEUTICALS & CHEMICALS (Fifteen)

Ambce Pharma 10.50 14.70 14.70 15.%0 13.50
Bangla Process 100/8 57 .00 57.00 68.00 50 .00
Beximen Pharma 100/5 IB6.00 160.00XD 18500 149.00
Glano | 10/50 125.00 12500 24000 125.00
1ICH 10/50 10.00 10.00

Kohinoor Chemical 100/5% 86.08 90.76 3.00 66 .00
Petro Synthetic 10/50 16.00 16.00 18.00 13.00
Plizer : 100/56 110.00 110.00

I"harma Aids 100/5 165.00 165.00 17500 150.00
I"harmaco 100/5 53.00 53.00 53.00 39.00
Eﬂ Mastic 110/5 46 00 49 .00 58 .40 40.00

L & Colman 10/50 240.00 240.00 240.00 240.00

Rahman Chemicals 100/10 48.00AL 48.00AL 60 .00 35.00
Therapeutics 100/58 40.00 40.00 40 .00 35.00
The [bnsina 100/10 290.00 2000 100.00 79.00
PAPER & PRINTING (8ix)

Eaglc Hox 10/5%0 15.50 15.50 15.50 11.50
Monospool 100/6 105.00 10500 125.00 98.00
Paper Corwerting 100/95 113.00 11300 11300 90.00
Paper Processing 100/10 106.00 106.00 11200 108.00
Padma Printcrs 10/50 50.00 S000 SO00 25.00
Sonal Paper 10/50 54.00 5400 S500 55.00
SERVICE (Twe)

Dangladcesh [loted  10/50 12.00 12.00

Bd Scrvice 10/50 NT NT

TEXTILE (Eighteen)

Alhaj Textile 10/ 50 NT NT .

Arbee Textilc 00 /10 NT NT - .
Ashral Textile 10/50 29.068 29.00 3.00 27 .00
Chand Textile 10/50 NT NT . -
Chand Spining 10/50 NT NT . :
Desh Garments 100/10 65 .00 6500 100.00 65.00
Dulamia Cotton 100.10 85 .00 A5.02 104 .00 9.00
Fagle Star 10/50 37 00 3700 3750 30.00
GMG Ind. Corp. 10/50 13.00 13.00 13.00 10.00
Modern zlru 100/% 40 .00 40.10 44 00 32 .00
Quascm 10/ 6.00 6.00 8.00 6.00
Quasem Textile 10/50 8.00 8.00 025 7.50
Rahim Textile 100/5 52 .00 52 .00 85 .00 46.00
Satham Textile 100/10 79.00 79 .00 90 .00 77.00
S5.TM. ORDY 100/5% 17.00 25.00 17.00 12.00
Stylecraft 100/8 10000  100.00

Swan Texuile 100/5 80 .00 a0 .00 ;"3.: ’:g
Tallu Sptnning 100/10 116.50 117.24 128. ;
MISCELLANEOUS (Fourteen)

Apex Tannery 100/5 161.00 162.50 162.00 138.00
Arnmit 10/90 NT NT . .
liata Shoe 10/ 100 37 .50 38 50 47.00 36 .50
HBeximeo 10/ 100 B.85XD 10.00 10.50 ".25
BAC 100/% 45 00 45.00 45.00 45.00
Chittagong Cemert 100/5 174.00 17200 18600 129.00
G. Q. Nall Pen 10/50 55 s8AXD 55 68xD 64 .45 45.00
| imadri Lad. 10/ 100 NT NT - .
Milon Tanncry 100/5 38 00 36 .00 39.00 26.00
Monno Ceramic 100/5 149.00 149.50 16000 127.00
Pheonix Leather 100/8 90 .00 8000 100.00 90 .00
Sevar Refractories 100/5 132.00 13000 13200 104.00
The Engincers 100/5 100.00 100.00

Limmarna (hans 100/% 148.00 14700 150.00 123.00
DEBENTURES (Five)

Apex Tannery 000/1 102050 1023.00 104000 950.00
(1™ Ig

Be rygm| 1470/1 800 00 91000 123000 87500
(18 5% 1992

Meameo 2863800 2586.00 260000 2600.00
(1 7% |988)

Bextmeo Marma 1714/1 1800 25 1610.17 163500 |8540.00
(17% 1997)

e m Silk 2000/1 16890.00 | 700.00 1690.00 |400.00
17 1994)

hk FV = Face Value* ML= Markel Lot NT= Neot Traded,

He believes that countrics
should invest in telecommuni-
cations not less than 2 per
cent of GDP per annum where
the telecothmunication infras-
tructure is ina .

The Republic of Korea,
Singapore and Malaysia were
cited as three countries which
have invested heavily in high-
quality, extensive communica-
tions — and have been re-
warded by gains in productiv-
ity. , .
For its part, the ADB had
substantially incrcased fts
lending to the telecommunica-
tions sector in the 1980s and
would increase this lurther in
the 1990s, said the Bank's
Vice-President for Projects, In
Yong Chung, in the welcome
address. Vice-President Chung
noted that the Bank had so far
provided loans totalling nearly
8650 million and technical
assistance grants amounting to
more than 84 million to the
sector.

One important conclusion
of the conference was that the
teleccommunications sector
should be a linancially viable
sector which necd not rely on
government budgets.
Investment funds can come
from four broad sources : (i)
internal cash gencration b{
opcraling companics, whic
involves both revenuce growth

and cest reduction through
improved cfliciency; (if) lo
lcrl:n loans fmmm;uluhtcﬁ
bilateral and commercial
sources; [iil) . innovalive
schemcs to mobilize private
sector financial resources such
as ity participation, joint
\hl:nﬁ::l and build-operate-
and-transfer (BOT) arrange-
ments: and (iv) subscriber in-
vestment plans.

The confcrence noted that
pricing policies are becoming
increasingly important in gen-
craling adequate returns on
investiment o ensure conlin-
ued telecommunications de-
vclopment. While international
toll revenue has traditionally
been used to cross-subsidize
less lucrative parts of the scc-
tor, there is substantial down-
ward pressurc on such rates.
Nevertheless, several coun-
trics have been able to main-
tain the financial viability of
the telcecommunications sector
without significantly increasing
domestic tarills bekause of the
rapid growth in traffic, the in-
troduction of new high-value
scrvices, lower costs and in-

creascd eﬂlck:ncm
As well as t investment

and financing aspeet of the in-
dustry, the conference focuscd
on Lthree other themes :
(i) trends in technology: (i)
management, organization and

CAB demands steps

to check price hike

Star Economic Report

Consumers Association of
Bangladesh (CAB) on Friday
demanded the necessary
amendment, addition and ap-
plication of the laws which
scrve the consumers.

CADB also demanded prag-
matic steps to check the price
hike and sought government
co-opcration in speeding up
consumer movement.

A general mecting of CAB
on Fﬂdmnldad over
Borhan also
the concern that enough inftia-
tives are not being taken to
conscrve Lhe rights of Lhe con-

SUMCTS.

The mectling viewed that
the cash memos of different
products and the utilities bills
contain such u&ndiﬂ:rTI“'iﬁ:h
ham the con-
-umT CAH::-M@:I the
withdrawal of such conditions
which are tagged with the

ucts. The mecting also
stressed the nced for quality
control of products.

The mectling alse de-
mandcd a national health
icy which will make
services available to all, spe-
cially the rural people.

France approves
tight budget

PARIS. Scpt 20 : The
French cabinet a cau
tious, lightly controlicd 1992
budget on Wednesday that tilts
spending towards [P’resident
Francois Milterrand's priori-
ties of edueation and rescarch,
reports Reuler.

Although Finance Ministicr
Pierre [ercgovoy cxpocts
France to grow f(aster than
most other big industrial coun-
tries in the next 12 months,
the government decided not to
take any chances with its
growth and revenue forceasts,
spokesman Jack Lang said.

The Cabinct was lold cx-
perts were ex ing 2.4 per
cent growth h':ﬂchm o be
prudent and budget for just 2.2
per cent, Lang told reporicrs
afler a Cabinet mecting.

"A good surprisc is betier
than bad news,” he said.

The government wanis Lo
avoid a repeat of its frantic
scarch carlicr this year for 26
billon Francs (4.6 billion
Dellars) in spending cuts and
new income o offset a short-
fall in laxcs caused by slow
growth.

Crowth this year
pected o be 1.4 per coenl at

most instead of the mic of 2.7

Prices of construction
materials nise
by 35 p.c.

MAGURA, Sept 20
Construction and renovation ol
houses are w-'.l
four upazflas of district duc
to acutc shortage of building

tered a rise about 30 (o 38
per cont .L-’, affecting
the buyers.

is now cx- '

In line with a pledge by
President Franceis Mitterrand.
there will be no nel Inereise
in taxes.

Government spending will
risc 3.1 per cent in 1992, only
slightly more than the likely
2.8 per cent increasce in
prices, and the budget deficit
will be limited to 89.5 billion
Frances (15.7 billion Dollars).

The deficit was originally
forceast this year to be about
80 billlon Frances (14 billion
Dollars), but becausc of slow
growth it is now likely 10 ex-
ceed 95 billion Frances (16.7
billion Dollars), cconomisis
csiimales.

The 1992 deficit targel
amounts lo 1.26 per cent of
gross domestic product, which
Lang said compared favourably
with Germany's public deficit

of 3.1 per cont.

“This cap on ing is n
line with the scarch for cost
cutting that the rnment

began as soon as the cconomy
staried to wenken in the sum-
mer of 1980. It has one adm: 1o
the current eco-
nomic di lies without a

130 and losha varictly

Tk 140 and 180 per maund
which s much below the pro-
duct cost.

institutional
{tif) the socio-economic im-
pact of telecommunications in-
vesiment.

in real terms over the
years. There has been a simflar
d

and

Rapid technelogical chan-

ges have had three t
effects on the sector.
dramalic reduction in costs,

For example, the cost of
g::vidlng satcllite services has

n cut by nearly 140 times
past 25

n:r in the cost of computer-
ized switching.

A stcond conscquence {s
that the introduction of many
new network and terminal
services — [aesimile,
switching, vidco conferencing
and mobile tclcphones, for in-
stance — has made the sector
morc markel responsive.

Thirdly, the cost reductions
and t logical advances
have made f{t possible for
smaller companies te chal-
lenge traditional telecommu-
nication .

On the sector's restructur-
ing, the conference was told

that the winds of market

forces are bringing about

sweeping management, orga-
nization and institutional

changes in the region.

in onc paper, a projel
engincer from the ADB's
Infrastructure Depariment,
Silvio Catlonar, that gov-
crnment departments respon-
sible for tlelecommunications
arc being converted into gov-
crnment-owned corporations
in Pakistan, Sri Lanka and
Western Samoa. The Cook
Islands and Thafland are study-
ing the possibility of privatiz-
I: government telecommuni-
cations ts. Fiji and
Malaysia already con-
verted government depart-

ments to rmnment corpora-
tions. In the Phili s, the
ment recen alMirmed

its policy for the private sector
to provide services and is cur-
rently secking, with assistance
from ADB, to privatize gov-
ernment-owned telecommuni-
cations facilitics.

Hnl:F Kong, Japan, New
Zealand and United Kingdom,
added Catlonar, transformed
government telecommunica-
tions departments first to gov-
ecrnment corporations and
then to privalc companies with
publicly-held shares. In
Australia, a similar process is
under way with the rn-
ment having decided to merge
the national and international
carriers and to allow a pri-
vately-owned entity to com-
pete in all areas.

Telecommunications in the
last 20 years has also had a
dramatic influence on per-
sonal, business and social life
slyles.

{
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Sales-Purchase-"Tender
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Rice sells at
fair price in
Narsingdi
Sale (MRS of tiot ot o S
in Palash wupazfla under

District has been or-

%
|
@
i

E

ing considcrable relief to the
people of the locality, the
press relcase said.

Studies on remote
sensing technology

In progress
Star Economic Report

Scctoral studies undertaken
by the Space Research and
Remote Scnsing Organisation
(SPARRSO) are progressi
well. Funded by UNDP a
FAO, the studies relate mainly
to service-oriented application
of remote sensing technology
in dgriculture, water re-
sources, fisheries and lorestry
scctors.

SPARRSO Scientlists and
the experts [rom the cooperat-
ing agencies are conducting
the studics. Base of scv-
eral project arcas have already
been prepared.

Satellite data on most of the
study arcas have becn printed
from the available imagery.
New data required for the
studies have also been ordered.
A numbcr of meetings look
place at SPARRSO to exchange
ideas and to finalise working
principles and a viable work
schedule of these projects. A
positive response has been
shown the working scien-
tists the conlact persons
of the user organisations,

Ficld trips were undertaken
under the project for a few of
the sectoral studies. A ground
mission was undertaken in the
north-western part (RajshaMi,
Bogra, Rangpur and Dinajpur)
of Bangladesh to study the en-
vironmental and land degrada-
tion in the region. Visit was
also made to the greater Sylhet
area in connection with the
fisherfes study. Scientists also
visited Jamalpur and

in connection with
scasonal moni of Nood-

& Employment News
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(1) Beximco Pharmaceuticals Ld. 17, Dhanmendi R/A Road No. 2, Dhaka- 1205
the
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