DownN 1O KARTH

Mushroom of facto-
riecs and engineering work-
in varfous parts ol the
metropolis has caused both
health hazards and annoyance
te the inhabitants.
Cencentration of these small w0
medium size industrial units in
the denscly-populated locall-
ties is also responsible for
damages lo the contiguous
buildings or other concrete
structures, according to sev-
eral affected residents.

The fasi-cxpanding gar-
ments industries within mu-
nicipal limits has, of late, in-
creased Lthe volume of air and
sound pollution much to the
inconvenicnce of the towns

. Despite repeated pub-
complaints to remove
factories from the residential
arcas the concerned authori-
ties are yet to lake effeclive
measures Lo solve the prob-

lems. |

The Dhaka City Corporation
(DCC) is primarily responsible
for issuing trade licence for
running the business in arcas
under its jurisdiction. Setting
up of laclories or any other in-
dustrial unils in residential
zone 18 hibited under law.
The pollution control board
which looks alter the proper
maintenance of environment
has “Z limited authority to
order for the closure of a
‘harmful f[actory’. Most often
the board’s instructions are vi-
olated with impunity.

The Daily Star correspon-
dent conducted an investiga-
tion into the operation of fac-
tories in some residential ar-
eas of the city on the basis of
complaints from the dwellers
of the concerned localities re-
cently. In all these places in-
habitants have been suffering

By Khalilur Rahman

soon as the [actory was
opencd. The chemical waste
from the laclory is dis of
at the silc exposing Lhe local
people to scrious health haz-
ards. Some residents com-
plained that all their efforts for
the removal of the factory from
this thickly-populated rzone
yielded no result. A section of
the unscrupulous stall mem-
bers of the concerned depart-
ment has allowed the industry
to function, they alleged.
Residents of Raj Narayan

Dhar Road under Ward No 23
in the old city have similar
problems with chemical
wasles from [actories operal-
ing non-stop for a long time.

Smoke and wasle released
from the f[actories havc not
only polluted the atmosphere
but big bangs of the running
machines seriously disturb the
peace. The students are the
worst suflerers. Many affected
people of the locality appealed
to the authority for removal of
the factories but to no effect.
An aluminum factory has
been set up at Kabirajbagh in
Dholaipar under Demra police
station. Huge sound, poisonous
black smoke and bad smell are
some of the 'major troubles'
that the factory offers to the
local people everyday. Some
residents said that since the
establishment of the alu-
minium factory the whole at-
mosphere has been completely
vitiated. Repeated complaints
to the authorities made on be-
hall of the people appear to
have fallen on deal ears, the
residents rescnted.
Tejkunipara in Tejgaon is a
rcsidential arca. At the middle
of the locality a metal industry
has been set up which oper-
ates till 10 pm from early
morning regularly. Three other
allied units of the industry also
function at a little distance
from the main [(actory.
Chemicals are used in two
units which have harmful el-
fects on living beings, many
rcsidents complained. Thcey
also informed that the envi-
ronment department investi-

Industrialisation of city
residential areas

galed into the matier on spe

cific complaints and asked the
management of the factorics
in writing to remove those
within a month. Moreover, the
DCC also issued a show causc
notice on the owners for al-
leged breach of contract with
the Corporation. But till now
the factories are lunctioning as
usuml.

A college lecacher at con
gested Banogram Lane has
been moving lor over a decadc
o remove an cngincering lac
tory adjacent o his residence
The [actory has Lhrice changed
ils nomenclalure and category
of products under different
ownership during this period

at the same venue. The opera-
tion of the factory has caused
ulmost mcntal torture to the
teacher and his family mem-
bers and considcrable damage
to the two-storey building. The
building is 100 old and it has
developed cracks on all sides.
Rain waler soaks through the
roof. Conlinuous grinding of
the heavy machines has re-
sulted in the formation of deep
cracks on the walls and roof of
the house, the teacher said. He
complained that his appeal to
the DCC for early removal of
the factory did not succeed.
Rather, the factoryv men had
once smashed windowpanes by
pelting stones as a retaliation
for lodging complaint, he
added. The tcacher alleged
that his utmost persuasion lor
removing the factory from the
site had been always ob-
structed duc to the interfer-
ence of a handlul of municipal
stall. Even the files containing
the complaints and the rele-
vanlt documcenis were missing
from the Corporation, he al-
leged.

An official of the DCC told
The Daily Star that concerted
cffort to weed out factories
from residential areas by the
rclevant agencics was always
lacking. The DCC takes initia-
tive in case of specific com-
plaints but the result is not
satisfactory for so many fac-
tors, he added.

Gth to do everything for | Securities markets
people’s welfare : Khaleda

Prime Minister Begum
Khalcda Zia on Thursday reaf-
firmed her government's de-
termination Lo improve health
condition of the people by the
year 2000, ensuring pure wa-
ter supply and proper sanita-
tion, reports UND.

*Our resources are limited.
But despile this limitation we
can achicve the desired ob-
jective by adopting pragmatic
programmes and through
their timely implementation
with assistance from our de-
velopment partners®, she
said.

‘The Prime Minister was
addressing a national seminar
on ‘Futurc Strategies for the
Water Supply and Sanitation

Division in collaboration with

UNDP and UNICEF.
Inaugurating the seminar,

the Prime Minister said devel-

¥

Hlll.'ll::l: and Planning
Minister M Saffur Rahman,

Minister for LGRD Mohammad
Kabir Hossain were spccial
guests al the inaugural function
held at a local hotel.

The Prime Minister re-
called that the rnment of
late President Ziaur Rahman
allocated 2.1 per cent of the
national allocation for the wa-
ter supply and sanitation sec-
tor in the Second Five-Year
Plan (SFYP). But, she regretted
that the following government
reduced it to 1.2 per cent in
the Third Five-Year Plan.

Begum Zia pointed out that
the present government has
increased the allocation in the
Fifth Five-Year Plan and sanc-
tioned special allocation as
emergency aid in the sector
for the recent cyclone af-
fected areas of the country.
She hoped that the water
supply and sanitation facilities
in rural and urban areas will
increasc due to the added al-
location.

The Prime Minister said,
‘Our valuable manpower is be-
ing lost duc to water borne
discases caused by scarcity of
drinking water and inadequate
sewerage system.’

Begum Zia said Public
Health Engineering has to play
a leading role help train
neccssary man r to ensurce
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vestment or disinvestment
programme should be spelt out
along with its schedule or tim-

ing.

Finance Minister Saifur
Rahman in his last budget
speech indicated that the gov-
ernment would disinvest its
shares or equity holdings in
public scetor enlerprises or
bodies and other industrial
undertakings, to the extent of
Taka 50 crore, in 1991-92,

Aminul Islam Khan sug-
gested that the divestment op-
eration should be done phase-
wise for a healthy growth of
the capital market. "But never-
theless there should be a
schedule showing the time
limit and olher details”, he
said.

He observed that the up-
coming divestment pro-
gramme should be broadly
participated by the people for
broadbasing their sharehold-
ings and developing further
the capital market. "State-
owned enterprises should be
divested by offering 100 per
cent shares to the general or
subscription by issue of
prospectus”, he .

- He pointed out that past
experiences showed a number
of privatised (partly) units had
become l0sing concerns due to
"overcapitalisation and overval-
uation”. "For future privatisa-

LORD Minister Barrister Abdus  proper administering of water tion of stale-owned enter-
priscs, there should be a real-

M alukder and .Ellll: Supply By the municipuiity. istic valuation of the related

: Editor : units”, he added.
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propriate financial support fa-
cilitics and liberal tax and
other incentives.

(More on Business Page 7)
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yesterday.
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of the Leader of the Opposition
during her stay outside Dhaka
city, the Police headquartiers
said Superintendent of Police
of the concerned district take
necessary steps under relevant
rules for the persomal security
of the Leader of the Opposition
like other important personali-
tics (VIP) during - their stay
outside Dhaka. So, withdrawal
of her personal security could
not arise and no order had
been issued in this regard.

It may be mentioned here
that as per rulc a total of seven
police personnel were en
as house guard for the personal
security of the Leader of the
Opposition. A total of seven po-
lice persennel had been en-

in her residence-at No
32 Dhanmondi under special
arrangement in addition to
seven more police personncl
engaged in her residence at
Minto Road.

Besides, during her move-
ment within Dhaka city secu-
rity mcasure was there

Shahabuddin
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the office of President till
October 8,
President will be elected by
the Members of Parliament
under the 12th Amendment.

Justice Shahabuddin inher-
ited the power of the chiel ex-
ecutive of the country under
the presidential system when
he took over the office of the
President following H M
Ershad’'s resignation last
December in the face of mass
movemenl against him.

r Adminislering oath to the
new BNP Government under
the 12th Amendment was his
last job as the chiefl executive
empowered under the presi-
dential system and he is the
last bencficiary [though ap-
pointed) of that system that
ended Thursday after 16 long

Just after the completion of
the swearing-in ceremony of
the new cabinet yesterday
afternoon, Justice

Shahabuddin when asked said

that he was ha to see the
installation of the democrati-
cally elected government.

When asked how he would
like to pass Lhe rest of his life,
Justice Shahabuddin made his
answer briel saying, "Only God
knows."

There is a speculation
though that Justice Sha-
habuddin Ahmed will return to’
his previous position as the
chicl of the judiciary but will
not continuc in the oflice for a
long pcriod.

Presidential poll
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der Scetion 5(1) of the
Presidential Election Act,

' 1991,

Nomination papers are (o
be filed with the Chicl
Election Commissioner in his
officc on Wednesday (Septe-
mber 25} between 8-00 am
and 2-30 pm.

.Nomination papers will be
examined on Thursday
(September 26) at 10 am.

The last day for withdrawal
of candidature has been fixed
on Monday (Scptember 30}
The time for withdrawal of
candidature will expire at 2-

| mmmdz’ has been

fixed on

polling will be
2-00
day in the Assembly Hall of the

Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban.

eld between

when a new

(October 8), -
pm and 5-00 pm on that

through cngaging plain
clothes.

Police personnel with a ve-
hicle as a special step. All
these measures were in addi-
tion to the existing rules.

The news published earlier
that police camp from in front
of the residence ol the Leader
of the Opposition had been
withdrawn was nol correct.

In fact the police camp was
set up for checking law and
order situation in the Dhaka
city and it had no connection
with the securily arrangement
of the Lecader of the
Opposition. Such camps were
set up in different ares of the
Dhaka city as a part of check-
ing law and order silualion on
temporary basis and they were
withdrawn when their neces-
sity were no more.

Badruddoza
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in of a ncw cabinet.

. Talking to The Daily Star
immediately alter the cere-
mony he said that he recalled
the name of Shaheed
President Ziaur Rahman on the
occasion, because the late
President had changed one-
party system to a multi-party
democ . Now Zia's party
BNP has ecstablished parlia-
mentary democracy under the

leadership of Begum Khaleda
Zia, he said.

Textile accord
From Page 1 Col. 8

(EPI13) Abu Sayeed Chowdhury
led the Bangladesh side at the
negotiations while the US
Deputy Texlile Negoliator
Rosenbaum led the visiting US
delegation. They signed the
agreement on behall of their
respective governments. '

Besides, discussions on
three ‘call’ categories were
also held in a cordial atmo-
sphere in the' negoliations
between the (wo sides.

The agreement will remove
uncertainty in export of gar-
ments from Bangladesh to the
US and will help in sustained

of garments industries
in Bangladesh, the sources

The sources however de-
clined to give details about the
new agrecement. ,

. Hasina
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are starving . . . , the ruling
party is locked in power strug-
gle,” she told unscheduled
gatherings in the aflected ar-
cas in Syedpur, Taraganj,
Mithapukur, Domar and
Nilphamari Sadar upazilas.

The Awami League lecader
said villagers were passing
days in agony under open sky
amid shortage of food, water
and medicine. :

Hasina alleged relicf mate-
rials received by the govern-
ment in cash and kind from
foreign countries and donor

ncies after the April 29 cy-
clone were not properly dis-
tributed among the victims,

"Despite repeated demands
from Awami League for white
paper on the reliel supplies,
the government didn't publish
it." These relief s were

and utilized during

R W

Hasina said her . &8 an
organisation of the downtrod-
den, would fight for the cause
of the deprived multitude
whether it 15 in or outside

power,

|

Dhaka to project
case of LDCs
in UN
By Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh will seck to
project in the United Nations
the case of the Least
Developed Countries (LDCs)
which nced continued support
from the countries of the
North to develop themscives.

In the backdrop of un-
precedented changes in the
global situation the aid climate
now looked uncertain, Foreign
Minifter ASM Mostalizur
Rahman told The Daily Star on
Wednesday hours before his
departure. )

The Forcign Minister left
Dhaka last night for New York
to attend the 46th session of

the United Nations Genceral

Asscmbly. lic 1s being accom-
panied by three Mcmbers of
Parliamwent. New Foreign
Sccrclary Reaz Rahman is ex-
peceled to leave Dhaka on
September 23 tb join the
Foreign Minister in New York.

Heroin worth
Tk 50 lakh

recovered

From QOur Correspondent
FARIDPUR, Sept 19: A spe-
cial team of the Department of
Narcolics Control
Faridpur sub-zone, recovercd
500 grams of heroin worth
about Taka 50 lakh from Alipur
area of the town this afiernoon.

Acling on a secret tip ofl,
the team man to catch
onc¢ Mujibur Ra (17) of

Dayarampur and recovered the
heroin in a packet at about
3.30 pm.

AL, JP
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Chowdhury, MP,

ple arc incapable
the gxpenses of a large cabinct
like the one sworn in Tucsday.

In her reaction to the 40-
member cabinet of Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia,
she said induction of such a
large number of ministers was
but ridiculous at a time when
people were starving, poor and
fixed-income greups overbur-
dened with tax and VAT and
uncmployment was increasing
due to lack of public funds.

"It's the mainfestation of
self-centred attitude of those
who do not think of the well-
being of the people,” Sajeda
Chowdhyry said. cabinet,
she said, was designed to "feed
the ruling party.”

Awami League Publicity
Secretary and Chiel Whip of
Opposition in parliament
Mohammad Nasim said that
his party did not feel the ne-

cessity of attending the
swearing-in ceremony.
Giving the | n for stay-

ing away [rom the oath-taking
ceremony, Nasim said that AL
was not Tmtm recent
attitude "behaviour of the
ruling party. He mentioned the
untoward incidents during by-
elections when there was an
attempt on the life of Sheikh
Hanina. He also deplored the
withdrawal of security for the
AL chief.

When asked about Jatiya
Party's absence at the swear-
ing-in ceremony, Tajul Islam
Chowdury, office secretary of
the party, told The Daily Star
that his party leaders were in a
party central commitiee meet-
ing, which was in session since
Th afiernoon. He men-
tioned that they got the invita-

tion Wednesday night. but the
ﬂ' meeting was scheduled
earlier.
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Cambodian groups

reach agreement
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24 killed in Kashmir clash

SRINAGAR, Scpt 19: Twentylour persons, including an

arca commander of outlawed [Hzbul Mu

in continuing clashes between militants and security forces
the Kashmir valley since last night, reports PT1.

15 killed in Shimla road mishap

SHIMLA, Scpt
sixteen

19: At least fificen
ured when a bus rolled down a ravine near Mandri |

were killed and

32 kms from here this afiernoon. The HRTC bus was on its

way o Tal

tapani from here. Twelve people died on the spot

Md Yunus Khan Education.
Kabir Hossain Land.
Rahman Finance.
Prol Abdul Mannan Religious Aflairs.
Sadeq Hossain Khoka Youth and Sports.
Md Nurul | luda Establishment.
(Retd) M A Mannan Textiles.
Mannan Civil Aviation and Tourism.
Luthur Rahman Khan Reltef.
Prof Jahanara Culture.
Mrs Sarwari Rahman Social Welflare and Women
Aflairs.
Harun-Al-Rashid Shipping.
Fazlur Rahman Patal Communications.
Mosharral | lossain
Shajahan Irrigation and Flood Control.
Gayeswar oy Environment, Forest, Fisheries
and Livestock.
Deputy ministers:
Abdul Haq :  Local Government, Rural
Development and Cooperatives.
A B M Zahidul Huq Law and Justice.
Serajul Huq Health and Family Wellare.
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M Sayem, Justlice Ahsanuddin

. Chowdhury, members of par-

liament, secretaries of min-
istries, three services chiefs
and other high civil and mili-
tary offictals and members of
foreign diplomatic missions.

With the introduction of
parliamentary form of govern-
ment, Prime hl:i.nlltﬂ m
Khaleda Zia become,  the
first woman head of govern-
ment in . Under the
amended Constitution she as
Prime Minister is the chiel ex-
eculive, and the (Acting)
President has become a titular
head of state.

The Constitution 12th
Amcndment Act unanimous!
passed in the Jatiya &npuj
(parliament] on August 6 and
su uently endorsed by the
people through the September
15 referendum provides for
switchover to parliamentary
form of government.

The swedring-in ceremony
of the new Council of Ministers
was marked by the induction
ol three new cabinet ministers
— Abdul Matin Chowdhury,
Brig (Retd) Hannan Shah and
Zahiruddin Khan, clevation of
cight state minislers to the
rank ol ministers, inclusion of
six ncw stale ministers and
three deputy ministers, and
dropping of Education
Minister Prol DBadruddoza
Chowdhury and (wo state min-
isters — Osman Ghani Khan
and Ansar Al Siddiqui.

Earlier, the Prime Minister
tendered her resignation as
the Prime Minister of the
President's Council of
Ministers. Acting President
Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed
then appointed Begum Khaleda
Zia as Lthe new Prime Minister
and invited her as the leader of
the majority party in parlia-
ment to form her government.
She submitted to the Acting
President a list of mintsters,
state ministers and depuly
ministers to be sworn in.

The state ministers who
were elevated to the rank of
minister in the new cabinet
arc: Tariqul Islam, Shamsul
Islam, Barrister Nazmul Huda,
Dr Khondaker Mosharrafl
Hossain, Rafliqul Islam Mia,
Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan,
Zamiruddin Sircar and
Abdullah Al-Noman.

The new statec ministers are
: Prof Jahanara Begum, Begum
Sarwari Rahman, Harunur
Rashid, Fazlur Rahman Patal,
Mosharral Hossain Shahjahan
and Gayeswar Roy.

Abdul Hye, Zahidul Huq and
Sirajul Huq took oath as deputy
minisiers.

Prol Badruddoza Chowdhury
who was dropped was present
at the oath-taking ceremony
and congratula the new
ministers, state ministers and
deputy ministers shaking
hands with them.

" Swearing-in

Spcaker Abdur Rahman
Biswas was seen exchanging
greelings with members
pariament and high govern
ment ugk:’llll just before the
oath La ceremony. ‘

Hcmh:fu of parliament be-
longing Lo Awami Lcague and
Jaliya Party were absent. e

Begum Zia cntcred the
Darbar lHall right at 4 pm, the
scheduled time for oath taking.
Then bugles were played as
Acting President Justice
Ehnh:buddin graced the occa:
sion. The national anthem was
played beforc the startl of the
oath laking.

First, Begum Zia was admin-
istered two oaths of office and
official scerecy by the Acting
President. Twenty-one cabinct
ministers, 15 state ministers
and three deputy ministers
then took oath ip three
batches.

Begum Zia told newsmen
she felt it was a ha occasion
because establishment of
democracy for which the peo-
ple had lought was formalised,
but at the same lime she felt
the absence of those who had
sacrificed their lives in the
democratic mowement. Th
will bc remcmbered by t&
people, she added. '

Begum Zia and the newly
sworn-in ministcrs, state min-
isters and dcpuly ministers
visited the Central Shaheed
Minar and Jatiya Shahced
Smriti Saudha at Savar and
placed wrecaths. They also vis-
iled the mazar  of President
Ziaur Rahman and offered
fatcha.

OP-1 lottery
winners to go

on hunger strike
By Staff Correspondent

The US OP-1 immigration
lottery winners who failed to
get visas duc to early suspen-

sion of the programme in
Bangladesh, would start token

hunger sirike from September
28 to press gom: their de-
mands.

Members of OP*-1 winners
association in a press conler-
ence on Thursday said that
over 1,000 winners were not
issued visas and the US
Embassy in Dhaka announced
on August 21 that the pro-

me was mmthtﬂl

Earlier, they handed over
memorandum to the US
Ambassador, the Acling
President, the Prime Minisler,
and to the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs comprising of thelr
demands but did not get any

positive reply from any guar:
ter '

The lottery winners said
that most of winners whe
fafled to get visas were Trdss

g

trated since they had spent

of moncy lor preparpiionuis
migrate o USA.



