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RASING

 Tokai ate in some alley, whére his  he said m‘&;um rest of the secrted the family an® his all of them on their own. 18

meals cost him only threc  moncy and his present savings  "mother” was a typical ‘step-  that why she was giving i
! was sitling In my car in lakas. | wondered that if hc consisted ofla Tk. 40.00 molther whom we Hnd_ in the  these nice flowers for a coupl
old Dhaka, wailing for #«ny carned scven lakas a day, he which wergdn the keep of a . saddest fairy-lales. He was de-  of takas. Yes, she nodded, with
moihér to come oul of my would be able to afford better lhopk;‘% he trusted = Prived of food, shelter, love a finality, indicating that the
grandmother's house When | meals. So | asked him what  with his I :'{# didn't have 10 and warmth, all those ncoessi- chat was over. Just then a girl
saw this lule boy who could happenced to the rest ol his for his irigs because he  ti€s we take for granted. My. a litte older, but nonetheless

not have been older than my
brother. He

ing-house [arther down thc
sireet, proudly bearing the
"Ohorowa poribeshe
khawano hoi". This promised
homely atmosp
of a dimly-lit room 6 which
probably stank like garbage

In onc corner there was
a sink without a faucet. | could

plucki

mug from a drum (which

:ﬂ contained dish water |)
wash their hands. They

then dried. their hands on a

gmy scrap of cloth which
to me ltke a well-used

dust-rag

Zakir noticed me looking at
the place and, aware
of his eycs on me, | asked him
if he took his meals in that —
establishment. ‘Much to my
su he said that he

t aflord to eat there. lic

Education—the Challenge to Change

C IHHANGING _eﬂnc;:.:rml
sysiems is at L a
dauntling enlerprisc,
since it ofien involves altering
loug-held, traditional attitudcs.
A namber of countries, howe
ver, have taken some floedgling
wlcps lownrds sueh cluagy as o
resuiht of the World Conlercinee
vt Eduen-ttion fn All, lwid wn
Jonsicn, Thailand, m March
1900.

The Cunlcremey. whirh was
sponscacd by UNDP IINFSCO,
UNICESF wnd the Wark] ik,
was g response o growing
worldwide rcengaition  that
educational yuality and aceess
in iy countrivs wore cither
stagrnting of actually doclin
ing In the face of relenticssly

competling development ne-
cds.
Four basic ecnd-ofl -deceadc

The lcaders of 1 four
sponsori organizations

warned on Lhe first
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camings, by now becoming
preity inquisitive, quile against
my naturc. llere's what | got:
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spent his nights at Sadarghal.
He didn't have a home to live
in because his father had de-

POTTED TREES

Afsana Akhter

The municipality’'s recent
endeavor on road widening,
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drainage and the construction
of side walks is indced com-

hearf reached out to him. |
gave him all the money 1 had
with me (a mere two takas)
and one of the toffees | had
with me. He popped the sweet
inle his mouth, the wrapper
into his sack, saluted mec and
went off to get on with his life.

— Sumaiya Andalech
The Flower Girl

Did you cver wonder what
sort of a life those little girls

who pester you to buy t
dried up flowers, every time
you are stuck in a erﬁ jam,
have? Neither did I, as a mat-
ler of f[act, until one day when
a small thing who wouldn't be
more than four approached me
with a garland of swecet —
smelling jasmince which | un-
fortunatcly (for the both of us)
could bot aflord in the event ol
being broke. | didn't want to
dismiss her like she was a
beggar, cspecially when she
was so young. It was obvious
that she was well trained to say
the works, | translate, "Ma’'am,
pleasc buy some flowers, Lhey
will suit you so well.” | was
convinced that she was (utored
the second hall of her scen-
lcnce, because she dashed
over to my [ather's door and
told him the same. | figured
shc was pretty desperate and

asked for some mo [rom
my dad and called her back.

Waving the paltry sum in her
face, | struck up what could be
lermed as an interview. [ found
oul her name was Tuni, and
that she had many other
brothers and sisters and her

parcnts could not provide for

India was 58 per cent for men
and 29 por cent for women.
Briwvil plkans exlensive moni-
wring, cvaluation and diagno-
sis ol basic cducation al the
municipal and state levels.
Bangladesh has made uni-
versal primary cducation com-
pulsory and has required that
all newly recruited primary
school téachers be female. The
country plans to reducc drop-
oul and repetition rates from
70 per cent in 1990 o 50 per

cent by 1995,
"There arc obstacles, of
course”, says Dr lHabte.

“Innovation is one : How do we

what we have been do-
ing for centuries? Education
icnds to be formalistic, and we
nced to be flexible and adapt-
able.”

Dr Habte is hopeful, how-
ever, aboul progress. “There is
a rencwed cmphasis®™, he cx-
plains, “that these activitics
should' not just be lefl lo

* Governments, but that private

volunteer agencies, profcs-
sional associations, communi-
ics and parents should partic-
ipalc as much as possiblc. This
was one of the major achicve-
ments of Jomtien.” (UNICEF).

mendable. The effects of the
improvements can be
scen in certain areas of the
Dhaka Me . They add to
the beauty and cleanliness of
these areas, also facilitating
traffic and ensuring pedestrian
salety. However, all this has
been accomplished at the ex-
pecnse of certain innocent lv-
ing beings and these are the
great trees that stand along
the previpus borders of roads.
The picture shows the fate

of a tree located

Dhanmondi's Ryad No. 6A ;

quite young hersell, came o
se¢ how good a sales T
Tuni was making out to be.’
hadn't bought any of her low-
ers yct. The clder one wasn't
too happy to know Tuni was:

sclling family sccrcts rather
than gown Neither said the
were sisters, but | caught little
Tuni call Lthe other "sister”.

The other, who seemed to
be a better sales girl (plenty of
expcricnce she had) started
ﬁulling out thesc larger gar-

and saying | would get a
small and a big onc for just one
more taka. | didn't have the
heart to say no. The litlle one
musi have felt indignant about
her failure because she started

crying,

In front of me, she was
scolded : | was taking my time
to sctilc the notes, pretending
to drop them inside the car
and so on, playing for time
when the reprimand started.

"Whalt do you think Abba and
Amma are going to say il you
don’t have any moncy to takc
honx? Do you want to go with-
out dinner for another night?
Do you referring to as night
duty 1007" | didn't dare won-
dcr what she was referring to
as night duty. Suddenly, |
didn't want to hcar ahymore. |
handed over the money with-
oul further ado to the elder
onw and was thankful to find
the car once more on the
mowve, not long alter they move
on. My bricl acquaintance with
the little flower girl Tuni was
oOVUrT, |

— Judith G De Costa

Too many children in our country

never get this close to a chance to read and write :
Education makes children feel better about themselves and about the world around them.
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“There were no Wiriners for last week's Quiz contest.
The answers are:

Georgia

Commonly known as cocaine coke — an alkaloid
derived from the leaves of coca plant.
Rina Khan

Paris

Shinto — means 'the way of the spirits".
Fear of food.

Winchester

Charles Persault

1946

10. John McEnroe

This weeks Quiz questions:

What was Indira Gandhi's nick name ?

Who was the grandfather of Akbar ?

What is a Dalai Lama ?

Which city is called the ‘Place of the Gods' and
where is 1L ?

Where 1s Pucrto Escondido 7

Who wrote Tigmallion’ ?

Where ia Pelican Island ?

Name the only country having a double triangular-

shapced flag. .
Which batman in cricket has scored more than 6000

tcstl runs al an average ol 99.96 ?
10. Who was the first governor gencral of Free India?

R O T LT DN NN TN
Some Rules of Spelling

English spclling is notoriously diflicult and careful
obscrvation and practice over a long period are the
best methods of achieving a high standard. Frequent
relerence 0 the following rules will help you 1o
avoid some of the more glanng errors.

Doubling of Letters

1. When adding a sulix beginning with a vowel 10 a
single consonant, we doublc the final consonant il
the syllable preceding it is stressed and comains a

CEINIARL P

P PNOA PWN—

single vowel : ,
begin beginning
occur occurred
rcler referred
big bigger
sad sadder
omit omitied

But (a) If the inal syllable is not stressed, we do

not doublic the linal consonant:
cdit odned
shiver shivered
merni meritcd

Exception

A final ‘1’ coming afier a single vowel must always
be doubled even il the preceding syllable is not
strasscd: -

travel wavelled
quarrc]
marvel

quarrclled
marvellous

(b) If the final syllable has two vowels or two last
munmmurmw:

sotl soiled
enicriam entcruninod
aturac 1 atracted

"Sands of Time"

Mehreen Rahman

I picked up a handlul of
sand — them let it fall slowly
through my fingers. | repeated
this action again and again,
oblivious of my surroundings —
my eycs on the bluc-green
waves all the time, as il in a
trance. Layghter and music —
the sounds of merry-making
drifted towards me in the cool
summer breeze. It seemed as if
it had been ages since | had
last been happy. llow strange, |
wondered, thal a pcrson can
rejoice while another can
mourn in the same place at Lthe
samc i But could | blame
nocent my sorfow-
and misfortune? No, | could
only envy them, for | longed to
laugh, ltke them.

It was bright and sunny, a
perfect day for the holiday
makers. 1, too, had thought
that it would be just another
holiday. | had thought that
Mum would get well, we would
all spend a fantastic weck in
this truly exotic island and
then go back home. Home.

Home without Mum. | was nol
looking forward to it. Nor did |
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hend at all what was going on.
And me? | had secluded myscll
from them. | knew | was being
scifish but | somehow [cll that
| would gct over the trauma
quicker if | was left alonc. My
[ather was very understanding.

1lc did not expeet any consola-
tion from me since he knew
that | myself was [ighting hard
against the shock and the pain.

| hcard a familiar sound —
that of someone crying. |
turned back 1o sce a little girl
crying because her sand -castle,
the result of hours of patience
and hardwork, had been tram-
pled by a careless adult. |
watched her anger, sorrow and
frustration comc out in her
tcars and it took me back to
the day my mothcr was going
o be operaled on. There wepe |
risks butl there were also some
chances of her surviving the
operation. But she did not. It
was not a movic or a novel and
s0 there were ne miracles. |
rcminded myscll that this was
rcality — this was lile. llere,
miracles did not take place

anymorc.

then lie :
ccascs. My tears did nol ccasc
either. My memories hurl like
fresh wounds. They wore so
vivid that | ceould almost fcel
my mother's presence beside

.




