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Of Fur and Feather

by Fayza Haq

in Dhaka , among the upper middle-class roam with my ware through out the town, going
families there is olten a L deal of fuss and

pampering with the pet bird or the pet kitten.

A friend of mine can hardly rest fifteen minutes

in a house that she is visiting when she is

worried about her little puppies that she has
et at home. Hcrdog-lr:nﬁmy

bedroom, is inundated with animals.
Another friend of mine has her

treated as a baby in the home although it has

chew up the matting and furniture in the Hving

room. She is extremely proud of the fact that

the rabbit 1s toilet trained. Yet another friend of
mine is crazy about her cat whom she never
puts down from cushions or her lap , as she sits

on the rocking chair.

s having a litter
of puppies and the house, ineluding the

pet rabbit

past olfices and court houses. Sometimes my
income may shoot up to even Tk 100 but this is
rare and there are days when | have sold
nothing at all. There are 10 to 15 boys like me
employed by my master.,” Jamal narrated.

"Walking the miles through the rough
weather, |1 pick up infections of all sorts, and
am not merely run down by [atigue. | have to
spend from Tk 2 to Tk 30 on doctors so that |
can keep up the constant walk with the weight
on my shoulders. I is not easy at all ." Jamal
narrated. '

People in certain dubfous arcas can be
rough and crucl. While those in Gulshan and
Banani willingly buy [rom them at a ready price,
there are "mastans” who grab him and drive

le in the city do buy animals through
ads. in the papers or get their pets
through [riends. Yet a common sight in the city
is the scller of birds and rabbits like Jamal ,
aged 16, born in Dhaka. He has his boss sitting
in the large markets in New Market while
Jamal peddiles the birds through the heat and
. He Tk 60 for the Muniya birds, Tk
100 for the or a little more than that,
and Tk 80 for the rabbits. He can arrange for
the sale of cockatoos for Tk 4000 a pair or
irs for Tk 400 a pair. The buyer has to
place an order for them. He does not carry the
rare birds on his shoulders normally. In all,
Jamal's ecarninjg for the day does not surpass
Tk 50. sometimes he earns nothing at all the
whole day, when he has to depend on the
generosity of his master for his meals and
meney to take home for the family of five, four
younger brothers and sisters and a mother.
. The birds are originally from Rajshahi, Jamal
| informed me. He feeds them with “dhan” and
rice. Hc must also bathe them when

. bhe does? "AlL the moment |
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him away.

Although he works f[rom morning to dusk ,
Jamal does not get the taste of fish or meat
more than once a weck. Does he have a saving?
His earning is barely enough to make cnds
meet , as he has to earn for the other brothers
and sisters in the family and for his widowed
mother. They live in the slum arcas near Noew
Market but they have to pay a hefly rent for
that. The brothers arc too young to go out lo
work while the girls too are not old cnough to
be sent to the garment factories. They do not
have money to go and enjoy themselves on the
free days a the Children's park, lcave alone go
to fllms a the local theaters. '

Jamal would love to own a radio but he will
have to work very hard for that. "This would
provide me with entertainment and feced me
with information as lo what is going on in the
world. Even in the wvillages there are
community Llelevisions but in the slums of
Dhaka therc 1s no hope of that,” Jamal
confided. he also has his heart set on a walch.
But for such a luxury he must wait and work
diligently. Right now hc has to watch even the
cups ol tea and the occasional biscuit and

te that he has. Apart from the meals at
home, he has to arrange for his poor mother's
“pan-supari” allowance too.

Is his family contented with the work Lhat
can find no other
job and what is the use of them complaining
and carrying on? They are simply contented
that they get any mcal at all and that they have
a roofl over their heads, specially during the
rainy weather . | wish | could spare the time for
vocalional training and find my way Lo some

lucrative job in the Middic East. That would be
an answer to all our problems,” he hoped.

Third World needs new strategy

in foreign

Former Foreign Minister M

Shamsul Hugq Wednesday un-
derscored the need for in-

policy: Shamsul Huq

Meld at the
institute of Inlcrnational

he observed addihg “endless
h debale on India factor will not

and solve .anything "

cluding the concept of “co-op-
emation” in foreign policy for-
mulation

in view

of

Strategic Studics (BISS) con-
ference room, two papers
were read oul at the seminar
on " in the Nine-
ties: National Security and
Forcign Policy.”

Dispelling the notion that
Bangladesh is a small state
and cannot contrfbute 0 in-

He urged the policy mak-
ers o consider the

human devclopment in overall
planning and said, “We
ccasce lo remain caplive
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‘the role of the media in the movement drugs and
terrorism’ will be held at the Hotel Bundl:&:.:tﬂrung at 5

pm today (Thursday). Speaker Abdur Rahman Biswas will be

the chiefl guest on the occasion.

Imam Khomeni Council meet

A special meeling

of the Imam Khomeni Memeorial Council,

Bangladesh, will be held today (Thursday) at 115, New Circu-

lar Road, Siddeswari starling at 5 pm.

| members have been

requested to attend the meeting.

Uttara Rotary Club meet

The 32nd regular weckly meeting of the Rotary

Club of Ut-

tara will be held today (Thursday) at the Chiling Restaurant
starting at 5:15 pm. llabibur Rahman Khan will speak on Mi-

- ladunnabi at the mecting.

Janata Dal meet

A mecting

of the Ramna thana unit of the Janata Dal will be
held today (Thursday) at the Maghbazar Municipal

Community

Centre beginring at 4 pm. Central leaders including party

chief K M Obaidur Rahman and Secretary General Mirza Abdul
Halim will be present at the meeting.

Engineers' welfare body meet

The 19th meeting of the E

cers’ Services Structure

and Welfarc Committee will be held today (Thursday) at 5:30
pm at the council room of the Engineers’ Institution at
Ramna. All members of the committee have been requested

to attend the meeting.

OP-1 Winners' press confce

A press conference o

rganised by the OP-1 Winners' Asso-

: JS S meet

A joint meeting of theé central commitice and the Dhaka

city unit of the Jallyatabadi Sechchasebak

will be

Sangathan
held at its ecntral office at Dhanmondi tomorrow (Friday). All
members ol Lhe central committce and Presidents and Gen-

cral Secrelarics res

ly of the city unit have been re-
quested to atlend the meeting,

Seminar on Miladunnabi

The World Sufi

isation has organ

ised a threc-day

seminar on Lhe occasion of Eid-e-Miladunnabi beginning at
S5pm tomorrow (Friday) at its head offlice at 98, Arambagh.
Renowned Islamic scholars and Sufis from home and abroad

will participate in the seminar,

More political partmL 1es ]

greet people

More political partics and
socio-cultural eorganisalion
have felicitated the people for
giving their verdict in favour of
“Yes™ vole in the just con-
cluded rclerendum on tLhe
form ol govermmcent, reports
BSS. '

In a stalement, President
and Gencral Secretary of the
Syed llossain Ali Smrili
Sangsad said the way pcople
voled in the referendum dis-
regarding the inclement
wealher is really unprece-
dented and it proved the polit-
ical awarcness of the masscs.

A mecting of the Bhashani
Smriti Sangsad held at its

Sangsad office Wednesday con-

gratulated the people for giv-
ing their verdict for parlia-
mentary government which s
accountable to the people.
Presided over by Altabuddin
Talukder, Vice President of
the Sangsad, it was addressced
by, among others, Abul Kalam
Azad, General Secrelary, and
other lcaders of the Sangsad.

The JSD leaders said the
ople had discharged their
istoric duty by ending the
long 16 years of presidential
sysicm of Lthe country,”now a
golden chapter has been

opened in Lthe country”,
| ry”, they

Muksed Al Masud and
Humayun Kabir, President and

Gencral Scorctary respectively

@ Thursday

ternational politics, liuq said 5-00 Opening announcement
very posilive icving summary
national consensus on foreign | 5-15 Recitation from the
policy through bridging gaps
among the mainsircam B5-20
political jorces 5-30
5-55
The second paper, by Md. |
Nuruzzaman, a rescarch asso- 6-30 Jiboner Alo
cliate of the institute, on 7-06 Antoranga
“National Security of Bang- 8-00 News in
ladesh: Challenges and Op- 8-40 Drama of the week
‘ions,” observed that internal 10-D0 News in English
10-30 Mini serics
11-30 Khabar/The News
) 1-456 Close down
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unchanged elscwhere over the coun-

would remain

temperature
period, Met office added
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, 44 mm

. Temperature and humidity recorded at important cities
and lowns on Wednesday were:

Temperature in Colstus Humidity in pcreentage

X min 9 am 6 pm

32.8 46 6 83 72

32.7 25.8 78 75

33.0 25.2 K2 L&

343 26.0 79 82 ._
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of the Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal
(SD-Masud) in a joint slate-
ment, also hailed the pcople
for their verdict

R.;ilway e-.::ms
Tk 35 cr more

The newly constituted
Railway Advisory Committee
held fits [irst meeting
Wednesday at the conference
room of the Railway Division
of the Communications
Ministry with Oli Ahmed,
Minister for Communications,
in the chair, reports BSS.

The Minister was informed
that the railways earned Taka
238 crore during the last fiscal
year which was Taka 35 crorc
higher than the carnings of the
previous year. The rallways was
deprived of an earning
4 crore because of the haltling

of train movement during, |

count democralic up-
surge and Lhe damage caused
tor inslallations in the
April cyclone, a MD handout
said .
The Minister, while wel-

| coming the advisers, said as a

result of realistic measures,

satislactory improvement has
been allained in the railway

ol Taka i

|

The first meeting of the newly constituted Railway Advisory Committee was
conference room of Railway Division Wednesday with Communication Minister Col (Retd)

administration.
Because of the Middle East
crisis, rallway had to pay Taka
20 crore lor higher price of
fuel during the last fiscal year
Another amount of aboutl Taka
8 crore had to be spent as
dearncss allowance of govern-
ment . te all
these jonal expenses,
deficit in the in 1990-
®]1 was Taka 2.17 crorc lcss

compared (o the deficit of Lthe

Chowdhury, sident of
Chittagong Chamber of
Commeree and [ndustiry

the Ministry of Finance,
Planp Commission

at the

and
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Teachers Association brought mEa silent prmﬁﬁim in the city on

Wednesday to presés home its 10-point demand.

The ncw Ambassador of the
Arab Rcpublic of Egypt
Mohammad Kamal Elgohary
Elmeliguy presented his erc-
dentials to Acting President
Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed at
Bangabhaban Wednesday mom-
ing, reports BSS.

Presenting Lhe credentials,
Ambassador Kamal said

Bangladesh and Egypt were

tested [riends. He said he
would work to strengthen the
existing bonds of friendship
betwcen the two [riendly
countries through expansion of
trade, commerce and cultural
links.

Welcoming the Ambassador,
the Acting President said the
existing DBangladesh-Egypt
brotherly ties were deeply
rooted in our common reli-
gion, sharced heritage and cul-
ture of the two Islamic nations.

He said the two countrics
had dcvelo a fine tradition
of close cooperalion and con-
sultation on regional and in-
tcrnational issues.

Justice Shahabuddin ex-

Shahabuddin,
Khaleda greet
Chilean President

Acling President Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed Wedncs-
day greeted Sr Patricio Aylwin
Azocar, President of th
Republic of Chile on thé occa-
sion of the Independence Day
of the republic, reports BSS.

In a message the Acling
President expressed his best
wishes for good health, happi-
ness and long life of the
Chilean President and for the
continued peace, progress and
prosperity of the friendly pco-
ple of Chile.

Prime Minister DBegum
Khaleda Zia also grected Sr
Patricio Aylwin Azocar,

The Primc Minister wished
good health and happincss of
Arxocar and centinued peace,
progress and prosperity of the
{riendly people of Chile.

, Lon

'Dhaka-Cairo ties
to grow further

pressed the hope that Egypt
would conlinuc to stand by
Bangladesh to ¢nsure a better
fluture lor our people and
strengthening our democratic
lifc. lle conveyed his warm
greelings to President Hosni
Mubarak, government amd the

people of Egypt.

‘Cooperation with

- US to strengthen

democracy’

Bangladesh Ambassador
designate to USA Abul Ahsan
Wednesday cxpressed Lhe
hope thal fulure cooperation
between Dhaka and Washing-
would help [urther
strengthen democracy  achie-
ved through mass movement,
rcports UNB.

He described the rclation
with USA as “decp and widc-
ranging~ while talking to
newsmen al his olfice on the
eve ol his departurc for
Washington on Friday. .

He will be replaced by Riaz
Rahman who was promoled
to the rank of Secretary.

Ahsan said that the United
States, a couniry “with big
mulaliun and high income”

been providing both bilat-
eral and multinational assis-
tance to improve Lhe socio-

econo mr; , !.‘D{ld liun,p 3 iE—J

Referring to .the recent
changes in Europe, Ahsan ob-
served Lhe United Slales en-
joyed a special place in the

global scenario due to its
“stronger dcelenece, greater
econonfic potential and high

lechnology™, with one-fourth
of the world’s total income.

lie lauded the US stand lor
democracy, human rights, im-
provement  of human quality
and socicty [ree [rom poverty.

Ahsan obscrved the US has
been launching a process
which [elicitates others to
preservc peace, securily, sta-
bility and territorial inlcgrity.
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Polytechnic
teachers submit

memo to PM

By Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh Polytechnic Shi-
kkhak Samily on Wednesday
presented separate memo-
randa to the Prime Minister
and the Education Minister to
press home their 10-point
charter of demand.

Earlier, a silent proccssion
ol the Polytechnie teachers
starled f[rom the 'Dhaka
Polytechnic . Institute at Tej-
gaon al around 9 am and went
around dilferent cily stirects.
Police stopped the procession
near the National Press Chub.

Later, a group of the leaders
of the Samity handed over
mcmoranda scparately o the
Prime Minister and the
Education Minister at Secre-
tariat. The group included
Khandakar Shahbuddin Mah-
mud, President of the Samity,.
General Secretary Md Shamsur
Rahmar# Vice-President Abdur
Rouf, Jeinl Secretary Md Al
Siddiqui and Organising Sccre-
tary of thc Samity Md Idris Ali.

After presenting mcmo-

randa, the General Scerclary of
the Samity spoke briclly in
front of the Press Club.
' In his speech he demanded
paymenl for the teachers for
working additonal shills, im-
plementation of BCS technical
education appointment rules,
providing promolions and [ill-
ing up of vacant posilions,
regularisation ol teachers ap-
pointed on an adhoc basis and
providing sclection grades and
Lifng sfale.

Date for credit
to aman growers

extended
The last datc for extending
credit to 1he flarmers for

transplant anmn cultivation has
been extended till October 31,
a Bangladesh Bank press re-
lease said in Dhaka on
Wedncesday, reports BSS.

The farmers have been ad-
vised lo contact immediately
Lheir concermed bank with
agriculture loan pass book to
Llake loan.
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