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COLOMDBO, Sept 17: Ditter
fighting raged today in north-
caslern Sri Lanka as govern-
menl Llroops lost four mwore
men in their bid o prnclrale
Tamil guerrilla defcnecs out-
side a key rebel camp, officials
said, reports AFP. :

The Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) also suf-
fered heavy causalities in the
JAghting in jungle -bound
Mullaitivu District, a military
spokesman said, addihg
troops were still some dis-
tance away [rom the main
Tiger base.

"We lost four men and 30
others were wounded during
operations necar the Michael’
Camp ," the spokesman said,
referring to the rebel base by
its L codename.

"Resistance is still [lerce,
but we have infllicted heavy

Fierce fighting in ‘
Lanka continues | Troops storm 12 rebel camps |

in Asgam- : 136 arrested

causalities on the terrorists.”
The latest casualties ook to
63 the number of dead
and to more than the
number of militants killed, ac-
cording to official figures,
since. troops launched their

UTTE on Seplotmber 3
Scores and Tigers

troops

have also been wounded.
Offictals said large numbers
of tee LTTE guerrillas
were rockets and
rocket- grenades a
on the main
. lﬂ.hﬂ-ut, also has

m smaller satellite bases in
The Mullaitiva region,
which is used the LTTE as

a transit point lor smuggling

arms, remained under an in-
definife curfew clamped by the

military

BERIEFLY

Security forces kill 10 in Kashmir:

At lcast 10 pcople were killed in India’'s troubled Kashmir
stale on Monday when sccurity forces opened fire during an
opcration 1o search for Muslim scparatist militants, Reuler

reports. .
Police officials speaking in the stafe capilal Srinagar, said
10 bodies had been recovered alter the incident. But they

ies
added the death toll could be h ;
died in a crossfire when

they were ng the army in Kunsa and Wannagam
villages near the northwestern town of Bandipore.

said "It is possible some civilians might
caught in the crossfire.

they had seen vultures hovering over the

said
ppeals for truce in Yugoslavia:

A statcment by the foreign Ministry
new violent steps crealed a situation which could lcad to a
full-scale "fratricidal war”.

We are convinced that sole solution to Yugoslavia's
problems arc finest lalks, palicnl dialogue in the search for
mut acceplable formulas and new forms of living side by
side cooperation it said.

Fighting on Croatia intensified on Monday, pitting the
breakaway rcpublic’'s militia against Serbian gucrillas and the
Yugoslav army. The European Community was considering the
dispatch of an armed peace-keeping force.

Three-PLO men to hold talks on ME:

The Palestine Liberation Organization gave its blcssing for
. three Palestinians to hold Monday with US Scerctary of
State James A. Baker 1l in Jerusalem on a Middle East peacc
conference he is trying to arrange, reports AP.
are Faisal Hussecini, the leading Fatah supporter in
the Isracli-occupied West Bank and Gaza Strip, Dir Zeit
umw-mmummmnrm
M-mn. of the Gaza Strip Medical Association.
Palestinian news agency WAFA in Tunia said Lhe trio,
all su of PLO chairman Yasscr Arafat's mainsiream
Fathah faction, would spell out PLO demands for guaraniees in

the talks

try to nail down US positions on unspecified
"fundamental questions” and them tp the Palestine
National Council, the Palestinian t-in-exile, which is
to convene in Algicrs on Sept 23, WAFA cited a PLO

as saying.
The PNC is expected o give a formal Palestinian responsc
to the confcrence. The PLO has condemned lsracli insistence

Stale James Dakcr,
hope that a compromise could be reached over
w n's refusal to grant loan guaranices to Isracl 4n
advance of a planned peace conference, reports AFP from
Jerusalem. |
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india reported. They were last leaving one
huxury for an appointment at another huxury hotel.

The victims include two of the wealthicst diamond dealers
in the ncwspaper said. There was no indication il any
demand ransom had been recetved
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Borders with neighbouring states sealed

NEW DELHI, Sept 17:

Hundreds of Indian troops
Monday pursued a crackdown
in the oil-rich province of

all highways, the Press
Trust of India and offi-
cials said. |

An army spokesman said in
Assam's Guwahati city that the
crackdown which got under
way Sunday, was much bigger
than the five-month-long army

against the ULFA that

ended in April.

The spokesman said that
operation rhino — as the ﬁn:-

, sent campaign is

— was having app

suc-

cess and that it would be pos-
sible to flush out militants
from their hideouts soon, PT1
said.
The number ol soldicrs in-
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KIEV, Ukraine: Pro-indepe

i, e

volved was not revealed, but
officials in New Delhi said they
totalled several hundred, and
that many of them had previ-
ously fought Tamil guerilla sin
Sri Lanka.

It was not known il there
had been any resistance from
the ULFA, a self-styled Maoist

g'oup fighting for an indepen-
ent Assam, claiming that the
state has never been a part of
India.

Assam, state of 22 million is

ruled by Prime Minister PV
Narasim Rao's Congress (I)
party.

in New Delhi, Home
Minister SI3 Chavan termed
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ndence demonstrators make their feelings known with an

English-language banner in Kiev's Liberty Square in front of Lenin's statue September 15
during a rally attended by several thousands. The Ukraine is to confirm its independence
during a referendum in December 91.

— AFP/ UNB photo

the situalion in Assam as very
grave and said the army had
been moved into nine districts
that are reputedly ULFA
strongholds.

Chavan cxpressed concern
over the continued detention
by the ULFA of scven of 14
civilians seized by ils gunmen
on July 1. The scven include
four oflicers of India's slate-
run Oil and Natural Gas
Commission [ONGC).

"l trust that they will be re-
leased soon and normalcy in
the statc will be restored carly
to enable us to withdraw the
army (f[rom Assam),” he added.

4| | Manila recognises

3 Baltic states

MANILA , Sept 17: The
Philippines today, Tuesday
formally rccognised the inde-
pendence of the former Soviet
Baltic states of Estonia, Latvia
and Lithuania and said il was
ready to discuss the estab-
lishment of diplomalic rela-
tions, reports AFP.

"The three states” inde-
pendence reflects the strong
and genuine desires and aspi-
rations of their peoples. They
are in conlrol of Lheir territo-
ries and satisfy the interna-
tionally accepted criteria for

| independent statehood, " the

foreign department here said

in a statementL

"The Philippines is ready to
discuss diplomatic relations
with Estonia, Latvia , and

Lithuania and is confident of

the growth of ties with them
in the future that will not only
be mutually beneficial but also

contribute o global peace and
security.”

No room for pro-western in Govt : Saddam

Iraq allows UN choppers to fly
over its territory on condition

UNITED NATIONS, Scpt 17

: conditionally agreed
to United Nations arms
inspection e to fly UN

helicopters into Iraq, Iragi
Ambassador Abdul Amir al-

Anbari said Monday, reports

AFP.

But an Iragi official would
have to be aboard each hcli-
copter to ensure respect of the
country’'s sovercignty, Al-
Anbari said afler meeting with
Security Council President
Jean-Bernard Merimee of
France. r

"We are ready to let heli-
copters Into Iraq,” the
Ambassador said. e have

the f(ramework for
the operation of helicopters
that would not jeopardize our

Safety standards
at Indian N-plants
poor : Fernandes

NEW DELI, Sept 17: A
senior oppodsition leader
warned today that several
Iindian nuclcar power plants
were dumping radiocactive

waste into rivers and coastal

WASHINGTON, Sept 17 :
Roberto Gates, President
Bush's choice to run

Ocorge
the US Central Intelligence
Ageney (CIA), admitied on

that he had mishan-

national security.”

In addition to putling an
iragi official on each chopper
proposed by the UN itsell —
Iraq wants to bar the taking of
detafled aerial photographs
over its lerritory and designate
certain areas that would be off-
limits to Mights by UN heli-

copters.

Diplomalic sources said the
last two conditions had little

chance of being accepted by
the Security Council

Baghdad's refusal to allow
UN experts to enter Iraq

aboard their own helicopters —

as directed in UN Resolution
707 in August — had been seen
as an Iraq test of the Security

TBILISI, Soviet Georgia: A woman dances with the Georgian

Council s resolve.

Resolulion 707 obliges Iraq
to allow the¢ UN tecam of cx-
peris charged with seeking out
and supervising the elimina-
tion of Iraq's weapons of mass
destruction to use {ts own
means of transportation to
move f{reely throughout the
country.

Germany has lent the
United Nations three heli-
copters and crews to carry oul
arms inspeclion missions over
Irag, but Baghdad has refused
to let the aircraflt enter Imaq
airspace and the choppers arc
currently on the ground in
Turkey.

On Friday,
with Iraqi

Merimee met
Ambassador,

Japan to closely
observe
developments
in Philippines

TOKYO, Scpt 17 : Japan will
closely observe developments
in the Philippines following
the Scnate rcjection ol a new
bases lreaty with the United
States, Chiel Cabinet
Scerclary Misoji Sakamoto said
loday, rcports AFP.

Spcaking at a press confer-
c¢nce, Sakamodto said: "The
Philippine government is
making efforts by holding a
referendum. We will closcly
obscrve the developments with
concern.”

Sakamoto dcclined to say
whether Japan and the United
Slatles were discussing possi-
ble allernative sites should
Subic Naval Base be closed fol-
lowing the Senate vote on
Monday to end nearly a cen-
tury of US military presence in

the Philippincs by rejecting a
new basce Lrealy.
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flag September 15 during a

rally in support of the republic's President Zviad Gamsakhurdia here. The controversial

president has come under criticism from
his own parliamentary group.

Gates admits mishandling of Iran-Contra scandal

dency in lale 19088, Cascy died
in May 1087,

The allair, made public in
November 1986 by then-
Attorney General Edwin
Mecese, involved dodging a
congressional ban on o
Nicaragua's Contra rebels by
sending Lthem profits skim-
micd from secret arms sales

to lran.

In a 67-part nafre
relcased by the . Gales
sajid he was to recall his

rolec in events related o lran-
Contra in at least 33 iIn-
stances, according to one
cound.

Scveral scnatlors criticised
Gales for his lack of
knowledge about the diversion
of lunds to the Coniras. You

were absolutely surrounded by

the truth — who could you
possibly not know? as number
iwo man at the agency, such
willful ignorance is Inexcus-
able, salid Democratic Senator
Howard Metzenbaum.

The asscriion that Gales
must have known about the
diversion s based on the no-
tion that Casey knew and per-
haps engincered the allair, as

Mo tzenbaum t it, and thal
Cales s su wore also
aware of It

The theory Hingeson an
admission by Alan fires, ox
Chiel of the ClIA's Central
American operations, in July
that he was involved In a
cover-up at the { of ox
Coveit Operations Chiefl Clair
Ocorge, then Oates's immodi-
ate subordirate.

‘lions,

26 opposition parties, as well as from members of

— AFP/ UNB photo

Gates, In response Lo ques-
testified that ncither
Casecy nor George had iIn-
formed him of the diversion of
funds, which tarnished the
eagan administration in its
las| yoears.

He said Cascy apparently
withheld the truth from him to
shicjd CIA as an institution. In
other words GCates suggesied,
Cascy sought to cap any institu-
tional harm by restricting
those who knew of the diver-

shon.

Cates, 47, s now Bush's
Deputy National Securily
Adviscr.

He withdrew as Ronald
Reagan's nominee to run the
CIA in 1987 aller guestions
arosc over his role in lran-
Contra
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Off the Record

Kaifu regrets comments
on US politicians

Toshiki Kaifu, anxious not to

TOKYO : Ja premier
offend pmdurﬂrﬁ in Washington, apologised today for
saying US politicians lacked ethics, rcports Reuler.

Kaifu told parliament last
Friday that politicians running
for the United States Congrcss
were unethical because they
used excessive campaign funds.
"l don't think American can-
didates observe very strict
ethical codes(in campaigns]”, he
told a Lower House panel,

Fearful of a backlash from
the United States, Kaifu decided
to apologise after consulting
aides over the weekend.

Today, a solemn-looking
Kaifu apologised before the same
panel.”"It was inappropriate of
me to use the word ‘ethics’ in
my remarks and [ regret (the
incident )," he said.

"What | meant to

mﬁg no ll-iilgdmrzlric.?hm on campaign spending as in
Japan."

Kaifu, who faces a bruising
has argued Lthal Japan needs Lo overhaul its
reduce dependence on campaign funds

ruptions.

was
that the United States does not

battle next month,
itical system to
stamp out cor-

His two predecessors both resigned belore the end of
their terms because of a shares-for-favours scandal and sex

scandal

A Fn*n:ign Ministry spokesman later lold reportiers Kaifu's
commenis Lo the Lower Housc panel today were not an apol-

ogy.

"It is nol meant to be an apology, it is a clarification,” he

said.
Askced why Japan

was not worried about reaction in the

United States, the spokesman replied.
"This (clarification) is understood and communicated (to

Washinglon),

is no need Lo worry about a reaction.”

A narrow escape

COLOMBO : A poisonous snake crepl inlo a man's trouser

pockel as he was e
matic political

in a newspaper rcport on dra-
moves Lo impeach President Ranasinghe

Premadasa, a local press report said today, reports AFP.
The unidentified man was at a small tca kiosk in moun-

talnous central region of Nawalapitiya reading
Monday whcn a bystander spo
of the man's trouser pockel, the Sinhalese language

out

Lankadipa said.
It said the man narrowly escaped as witnessed pulled out
it could attack the intended

the serpent by its tail beforc
victim.

the report

the snake's tail sticking

US disappointed at

vote on base treaty

WASIIINGTON, Sept 17 :
The United States said on
Monday il was disappointed at
the vote ol the Philippine sen-
ate to end the US military
presence in the country but
expressed hope thal President
Corazon Aquino wduld succeed
in reversing the decision, re-
ports Reuler.

Stale department
spokesman Richard Boucher
said, the United Stalcs is dis-
appointed by the action of the
Philippine Scnate in rejecting
an agreemenl that clearly is
favoured by the large majority
of the Filipino people.

The Scnators voted 12-11
to reject a pact that would
have ted the United Stalcs
use ol Subic Bay Naval Station
for 10 more years Washington
had already decided to give up
its volcano Clark Air
Force Base.

The two bases were ence  al
the heart ol American military
strategy in the region.

Bouchcr said the Uniled
Siates would now begin look-
ing morc closcly at the ncegs
sary preparalions for with-
drawal.

Boucher applauded Aquino's
plcdge to take the issuc to a
rclerendum to lry Lo reverse
the Senale decision.

“We admire her determina-
ton as thc continues the ef-
forts to pul the treaty into ef-
fcct. We support her cfforts to
find a way lor the Philippine
side to ralify the agreement
and we'll continue to follow
the process closely®, he said.

US spokcsmen have repeal-
edly made it clear that the
United Stales would not stay in
the Philippine [ it was not
wanied and would leave if
asked to do so.

Iran, Pakistan to promote
sectarian harmony

ISLAMABAD, Scpt 17: Iran
and Pakistan arc lo exchange
dclegations of Muslim religious
scholars and leadcrs, officials
said herc Monday, reports AFT.

Pakistani President Ghulam
ishag Khan and his Iranian
counicrpart, Akbar Hashemi
Rafsanjani, decidod on the ex-
change during talks in Tehran
with a view to promoling scc-
tarian harmony, they said.

Ishaq Khan returned hcre
late from Iran aller a
five-day visit during
which the two sides signed a
series of accords aimed at
promoting bilateral coopera-

tion in the spheres of railways,
communications and oil and

Pakistan has recentlly wil-
nessed a surge tn seclarian
(riction between Sunni and
Shi'ile citizens in the wake of
the killings of nine religious

slatement,
should have laken more seri-
ously warnings that Oliver
North. a former National
Securily Council aide, may
have been evading the con-
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figurcs this month.

Sunnis form the over-
whoiming majority in Pakistan
whilc Shi'ites command the
samc position in neighbouring
lran

A militant Sunni rcligious
organization, Anjuman Sipah-e-
Shahab (ASS), has been leading
an anli-Shi'itc campaign in
Pakistan since Lhe assassina-
uon ol its founder Haq Nawaz
Jhangvi in February 1990

In December the same year,
the head of lranian Cultural
Centre, Sadiq Ganji, was killed
in Lahore. Both Ilran and
Pakistani Shi'ites had blamed
the ASS for the murder.
Shaharya 1&;@1““ Khan

r Me
told reporters here Monday
the president had returned
satiafled” with the out-
come of his lran visit.

deals with I:m the
lran lraq war dis-

tortion of intclligence on the
Soviel
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