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EC deploys ceasefire monitors in Croatian war zone
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Macedonians vote for freedom,

fighting flares in Croatia

BELGRADE, Sept 9 : Early
referendum results show
Macedonians overwhelmingly
favour making their southern
republic the third in Yugoslavia
to choose independence, as
fighting raged in sccessionist
"Croatia, reports AP.

Although official results
were not cxpected belore
Tuesday, Macedonians began
Ellnnlnl fireworks and cele-

ration, the Yugoslav news
agency Tanjug
Su !

Maccdonia, the poorest arca
of Yugoslavia, would join thc
iwo richest republics to the
north that scck to abandon the
fragmenting fcderation.
Slovenia and Croatia declared
independence June 25, sciting

rcported

Black factions |

battle : 57 killed
in S. Africa

JOHANNESBURG, Sept 9:
At least 57 le were killed
and dozens injured as black
factions battled with ns,
grenades and knives alter a
political march was ambushed,
police said Monday, reports

AP.

Police and army reinforce-
ments were moved into black
townships around
Johannesburg Monday aflter
fighting erupted when a pro-
cessfon of the Inkatha
Freedom Party was ambushed.
Three gunmen opened fire on
the march Sunday in Tokoza
township, killing 23 people.

Fighting flared in other
townships as word of the am-
bush spread. Zulus linked to
the IFP battled mostly Xhosa
speakers of the rival Alrican
National Congress. Both sides
randomly attacked people as
fighting spread to central
Johannesburg at one point.

A second Inkatha -
sion was ambush later

Sunday in Soweto township

BRI RRY

‘declare indepc

ofl ﬂlﬂ““' with cthnic Serbs
and

The mnt asked volers

whether the republic should
nce, with an
option to rejoin a looser
Yugoslav alliance of sovereign
states.
Macedonia's leaders fear
that if Croatia and Slovenia
gain compicte independence,
their republic would be ab-
sorbed by ring Scrbia,
the t republic that domi-
nates m  and includes
the federal capital Delgrade.

In Croatia, after a onc-day
lull for the opening of a 12-na-
tion Europecan Community

I.:: conference, battles

out again Sunday. Serb
rcbel leaders had joined the
army and Croats in observing a
ceasc-fire to-allow negotiations
to rcsolve the crisis.

Heavy fighting was reported
around the town of Pakrac in
the ethnically mixed Slavonia
region. '

The Tanjug news agency
re were "dead, wou
and tured” in the area,
lbnul.‘!g miles (110 kilome-
ters) southeast of Zagreb,
Croatia's capital. The report
gave no details, and the

g hl‘-'lia:ml;i continued around

Okucani, miles (110 kilo-
meters) east of near a
strategic stretch of the
Belgrade-Zagreb highway,
T and Croatian au

> battle has closed the
road, Europe’'s main land link
with Turkey and the Middle
East, since Wednesday.

Heavy fighting also was re-
ported in the town of Sunja
southcast ol ;

The fedecral air force fired
on an airficld in the Croatian
stronghold of Osijek, 140
miles (220 kilometers) east of
Zagreb, the Croatian Delense
Ministry said. The air force

said its planes were shot at
first.

Serb militants in Croatia
have been fighting Croatian se-
curity forces for weeks and
conirol about a quarter of the
republic’s territory. The fed-
cral, "Serb-dominated, army
also has fought the Croats, but
it denjes Croatia’s charges that
it backs the rcbels.

More than 300 people have

died in the fighting in Croatia.

A ccase-fire has held in
Slovenia, which is ethnically
homogcneous, since the early

days of the secession crisis.
Reuter adds : The European

Community has deployed

ceaselire monitors Iin a

Croatian war zone for the first -

time since it began a diplo-

matic cam to restore

ace between Yugoslavia's
ing republics.

EC special envoy Henri
Wijnaeendts told sreporters on
Sunday five monitors were
sent to Osijck the embattled
capital of eastern Croatia
which {s surrounded by
Serblan guerillas and

Yugoslav army.

They were drafted into the
- city despite repeated violations

of a ceasefire signed by EC
with Yugoslav leaders last
Monday and assurances to EC
countries that their monitors
would not be exposed to dan-
ger. "

Wijnaendts, who has spent
several days negotiating around
Croatia with the warring sides
in the conllict, said he was
confident they would be safe.

The ceasefire is extremely
fragile and we are not dupes,
he said. But we have seen that
if we announce beforchand
that we are coming then there
is no shooting.

Podravska Slatina.
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Relatives of mostly civilian Croatian victims of the
recent fighting in Croatia mourn, September 8 during a funeral ceremony of 22 victims in

visit Iran
Thursday

NICOSIA, t © : President
Ghulam Ishaq of Pakistan
will pay a three-day visit to
Tehran beginning Thursday at
the invitation of Iranian
President Hashemi Ralfsan
the Islamic Republic News

Agency reported Monday, re-

A delegation of six members
of Pakistan's parliament and
senior officials including
Finance Minister Aziz,
Railways Minister Hazar Khan
Bijarani and Nisar Ali Khan,
the minister of petroleum and
natural resources, will accom-
pany the president, IRNA said.

The president also will ad-
dress Iran's parliament and
pay pllgrimage to the holy
shrine of Imam Reza iIn

Mashahd, the news agency
said.

e | | High-level Soviet
§ team to visit
s Afghanistan
ISLAMABAD, Sept 9 : The
g first high-level Soviet delega-
tion to visit Afghanistan since
last month's failed coup in
Moscow pledged on Sunday to
continue ng aid to the

Afghan government, Kabul
Radio reported, says Reuter.

— AFP/UNB photo

Kissinger optimistic

BEWING, Sept 9 : Premier
Li Peng met former US
Secretary of State Henry
Kissinger on Sunday and spoke

about the future

Sino-US fﬂh-tmf ml'tl
AFP.
"l believe that with con-
certed efforts on both sides,
those difficulties can be over-
come,” Li told r in the

first few minutes of the meet-

ing in the presence of re-

9 killed, 21 injured in SrinaEE:r 2

Nine
Kashmir
from Srinagar,

were killed and 21 more injured in vio
Saturday and Sunday, officials said, reports AFP

Border Security Forces (BSF) shot dead five

militants in areas along

the line of control

Indian

and Pakistan-controlled Kashmir Sunday.

of Sino-H§ ties

In addition, seven militants, a trooper and a civilian
caught in cross-fire were injured, when militants were inter-
cepted by the BSF, the officials in Kashmir's summer capital
said.

The officials alleged the iIncidenl took place when the
militants tried to cross the line of control into India

New Delhi has accused Islamabad of arming and training
Muslim scparatists fighting for the secession of Kashmir from
India.

Two more people were killed and a dozen others injured
elsewhere in the Muslim 'I'I'I-ljbl"l? Kashmir valley late

Saturday and Sunday. the officials
Edwin McMillan dead : nobei murcate

Edwin McMillan a co-discoverer of plutonfum who worked on

the World War 11 project that developed the atomic bomb, has

died at the age of B3, reports AFP from California.

He at home after a long iliness.

He nuciear chemist Glenn Seaborg won ﬂnﬂnbtth:
for their co- discovery of plutonfum or element 94,

':uummmndmlmumumth.m

bombs.

McMillan, a t, helped create nuclear weapons but
had about controlling them.

This has in its hands some incredibly powerful

weapons, McMillan had said. The way our ment deals

with the question of nuclear disarmament is shameful a dis-
to our natfon.”

He retired in 1973 as head of the University of California’s

Lawrence Laboratory. Last year he was awarded the

national medal of science. The nation’'s highest award for sci-

issue :
goes to Iran this
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in Lebanon and hundreds of Arabs held by lsracl and its

Lebanese allies, AP from United Nations.

n in Tchran and

strained over China's trade

- surplus with the United States,

its on arms sales and its
human rights record.
Kissinger's visit to Beijing is
a private one at the head of a
high-powered delegation.

According to a report fis-
sued after the meeting by the
Xinhua news , Li told

Kissinger that “foresight and
courage” were necded to put
Sino-US relations back on a
normal footing.

"Statesmen of both coun-
tries need to come up with

foresight and cou to over-
come the present difficulties,
thus | ng and restoring

bilateral ties,” he said.

Kissinger, who was
Secretary of State under
President Richard Nixon, was
quoted as saying that China
and the United States had
common interests in terms of

geopolitics.

in 1972, when the foundations

of current Sino-US ties were
lid.

Kissinger, who met Foreign
Minister Qfan @ichen on
Saturday, is by
two former US Ambassadors to
China, a former Assistant
Secrctary of State and two
former Under Secretarics.

Talks on Kurds'
autonomy reach
dead end

DAMASCUS, Secpt 9 :
Negotiations between Iraq and
Kurdish representatives to se-
cure autonomy for Iraqi
Kurdistan and greater democ-
racy for the entire country,
have reached a dead end, a se-
nfor Kurdish source has dis-
closed here.

The talks that began four
months ago after a Kurdish re-
bellion in northern Immaq 'are
imping along but have made
no progress ... even if the dia-

is continuing,’ a source
rcpresenting the Kurdistan
Front told AFP here on condi-
tion that he not be named.

The front, an eight-party
coalition of Iraqi Kurdish
groups, has been speaking for
Iragi Kurdistan in talks with

authorities aimed at
ending more than 20 years of
clashes between Kurdish
rebels and government forces.

"The Iraqi regime is mot
prepared to accept the
Kurdish plan for democracy,
civil rights, the constitution
and autonomy” for Kurdistan,
the source charged.

He said the front was con-
vinced that 'the realisation of
the legitimate rights of the
Kurdish people can only come
about under a democratic

dig’

"Ifll;:uﬂmru-mulniu
stubbornness and in its rejec-

tion, the talks will go now
here.”

But he acknowledged that

* but insufficient’
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300 killed, 700 hurt in

Somalian fighting

NAIRODBI, 9 : At lcast
300 people were killed and
700 others wounded in fght-
ing between rival factions of
the Unified Somall
Congress(USC) between
Thursday and Saturday. hu-
manitarian sources here said

.y

sources, which were
in radio contact with their stall
in said that the to-
tal casualtics was provi-
sional.

The fighting had stopped
but continu tension was
preventing umanitarian
from travelling to

N-arms

WASHINGTON, Scpt 9 : The
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Monday. although sporadic
shooting continued, according
to sources.

Reltef with repre-
scntatives in Mogadishu said
the city remal tensc, but
had considerably since
the clashes crupted 'ﬂnlm
The sources spoke on -
tion they not be identified

further.

pits forces
loyal to President AN Mahdi
Mohamed t those of Gen
Farrah Aldid, the
USC's chatrman and military
commander.

Al Mahdi and Aidid belong
to different sub-groups of the
Hawitye clan, from which the
USC draws its support. Clan
clders were reportedly meet-
ing to negotiate a pcaceful so-
lution to the conflict.

Indian bureaucracy termed "well-trained animal”

"Soviet collapse hits arms

delivery to India =

NEW DELHI, Sept .
Political developments in the
Soviet Union in recent wecks
have allectced the delivery of
Soviet-made arms to India, the
Press Trust of India (PTI) said
Sunday, reports AFP.

Delfence Minister Shared
Pawar was quoted as a saying
in Bangalore that he proposcd
to visit Moscow to discuss bot-
tlenecks which have cropped
up in thc supply of military
hardware from the Sovict
Union, India's principal over-
scas arms supplier.

Soviet supplies of military
hardware and sparcs have sufl-
fered in recent months, Pawar
said, answering questions at a
meeting of local Congress {l)
activists in the southern'Indian

Pawar rccalled that his ju-
nior colleague, Minister of
State S Krishna Kumar, got
firm assurances during a visit
to Moscow rccently that mili-
tary relations between India
and the Soviet Union would
remain unchanged.

Sovicts arms supplies to
India include Mig-21 and Mig-
29 fighter aircraft and battie
tanks.

India and the Soviet Union
arc signatories to a 1971 bilat-
eral peace and (riendship
treaty which they extended by
another 20 years last month.
adds:

Reuter Prime

Minister Narasimha Rao came
home from Germany on
Sunday to charges that hc
tried too hard to woo potential
investors by calling India's
powerful burecaucracy "a well
traincd animal.”

Rao, a 70-year-old political
vcteran, is trying to wean India
[rom a dream of socialist scll-
suffliciency which has lclt it
with a 71-bfllion-dollar forcign
debt.

During his trip, newspaper
reports say Rao responded to
German [ears that red tape
would tie up their
deutschemarks by saying: "The
Indian burcaucrat is a very
well-trained animal. Once you
tell him what to do, he will do

it.”
At an airport news confer-

ence, Rao showed no sign of
being shaken by the turbulence
he has created.

"l do not think there is any
necd for distortion,” he said
impassively. *“Those who know
the language | was speaking
know the spirit (of the re-
mark) very well.”

Rao broke with Indian tra-
dition by making his first over-
scas trip to Bonn, not Moscow,
alter inftiating a minor revolu-
tioh in his country's economy
by acting to slash the burcau-
cratic controls which have
deterred foreign investors.

Organized labour, confined
largely to the nationalised

] Coup if treaty on Subic
| base not ratified : Ramos

MANILA, Sept 9: Military
coup attempts could be
launched against the govern-
ment if the Philippine Senate
fails to ratify a new treaty ex-
tending the US military pres-
ence in the country, a former
Defense Secretary said loday
(Monday), reports AFP

Fidel Ramos said, “the
modernization of our Armed
Forces will not be realiged™ 1f
the new treaty extending the
lcase on Subic naval base for
10 years is not ratified.

A Senate vote on the treaty
is expected on September 14,
two days before the current
bases agreement expires. The
new (rcaty also provides for a
pullout from Clark air base,
damaged by a volcanic erup-
tion, before Scptember 1992,

Asked whet a new coup
atiempt was possible i the

trtﬂ was rejecled, Ramos

said : "As of now, | don't sec
such a situation, but I will not
put it beyond the realm of pos-
sibility.”

President Corazon Aquino
has survived seven coup at-
tempts by rebel soldiers since
she assumed power in 1986,
She would have been toppled
in the December 1989 coup
bid il not for the help of US au-
_thoritics who sent Phantom
jets to chase the rebels away.

Ramos said the abrupt re-
moval of Subic could set back
the military's campaign against
communist rebels and Muslim
sccessionists by 10 to 15 :

He also belittled the

se of communist gueril-
as to declare a unilateral
ceasefire il the treaty was re-
jected, saying the rebels were
the first to violate their previ-
ous announcements.

will be nuclear-free.

The Bush administration
says it's not ready to stop test-
ing new nuclear weapons,

much less dismantle merc

tensions,
Cochran, a nuclear arms ape-
with the Natural

race on despite communism's fall

Russtan President Doris
Yeltsin may have been taking
the first step in that direction
when he said last week that he
favours “total climination of
nuclear in Russia.®

rmm would call on
President Bush and the leaders
of other nations with nuclear
weapons to halt all under-

nuclear weapons tosts.

“This will be onc of the
clements which will help to
destroy nuclear weapons on
Earth.” he said.

“The United States has al-
ways laken the position thal as
long as we nuclear

we have to retain the
o ftest them.” said

Defense mol‘ll't.-lﬂl

and to ‘maintain the credibil-
ity’ of the US nucjear arsenal,
said.
PBut even the cuts required
the START pact leave both
scow and Washinglon with
more than enough nuclear
fircpower to destroy each
other's nation many times

; some In
Congress say the democratiza-
tion of the Soviet Union pro-
vides new reason to consider
drastically lower levels of nu-

clear arma.
Sen Daniel Patrick
Moynthan, a New York

Democral, wrote in the US-

scclor, says [rce enterprise
cannotl lunnel wealth down to
the 40

India's 850 million

an assault on offlicial ambiva-
lence during
the abortive Sovict coup.

Lankan capital, Colombo,

The tion of unnamed
Soviet tarians told
Al';‘hmﬁﬂtulmm
worried about con aid
that the new Soviet
would stick to its

guarantees.
Kabul Radio monitored in
Islamabad quoted the Sowiet

delegation as pledging un-

per cent or more of
people be-

low the poverty line. Moscow, whose with-
Ncewspapers have unleashed | drew from in 1989

demands for a ncw, quality- | afler a mrm

controlled work culture and Islamic Mujahideen com-

the Gulf war and

decide mylitary strategy.

Off the Record

A rare security system

COLOMBO: A poisonous cobra is guarding the world's

largest sapphire from theft at a jewellery exhibition in the Sri
Reuter.

"We thought this would be a beticr security than

anything eclse”, a spokcsman for the Sri Gem
Corporation said today.

The snake, in a glass cage, is protecting two gems worth
45 million rupces (1.1 million dollars) at an international gem
and llery exhibition that opened today.

stones, which bclong to the Corporation and are not
for sale, arc a 393 carat star hire — the world's largest —
and a 103 caratl star sapphire, s said.

The cobra has becn used once before at a similar exhibi-
tion in Sweden.

AIDS from mosquito bite?

TOKYO: More than 62 per cent of Japanese think they can
get AIDS from a mosquito bite, a government survey showed
today, reports AFP.

Those who thought they could get AIDS from a mosquito
belfeved the inscet must first have bilten a virus carrier,
according to the su by the Prime Minister's office.

The lgure was up from 52.2 per cent in a previous survey
in 1987.

Those mistakenly belfeving they can catch the virus
by sharing bath and toilet items with AIDS carriers rose
ugurply to 40.9 pcr cent from 29.8 per cent in 1987, the
survey showed.

AIDS is transmittcd only through the direct transfer of
body fluids, such as in sexual intercourse, blood transfusions
and sharing hypodermic ncedics.

The survey was carricd outl in May covering 10,000

ycars old or older, and 76.4 per cent of them res

A total of 16.2 per cent replied that would divorce or
live separately from their spouses il their s or wives
were found to be AIDS virus carricrs, while 32.7 per cent said

they would continue living together. The comparison figures
with the precvious survey were nol available.

‘Anyone who goes into
politics is a fool’
ybody who goes into

WELLINGTON : An politics s a fool,
the 89-year-old lmh-bumh:r of H:;PM Prime
Minister Jim Bolger said , reports .

cmlhﬂulpr!::idlhemm-lbmm-hnhum
went into tics.

*] told him only a madman would be in politics,” she said
in an interview with the ncws.

‘1 always criticise them, that's my style. | woulkin't be a
pﬂltﬁmhﬂlthhtnthﬂm'lﬂlﬂwﬁﬁ
into hlﬁd,htmwhhﬁlmﬂ

She said the Irish were against
they had great imaginations. * It was probably from his father

20

he got the talk."
Mrs Bolger says she gels when she hears it said that
her son has never worked Jim docan’t know

soon Moods, mountain tures and the fever of
malaria have not — dampen gold in a far-Mung province,
reports AP.

Since 1987, thousands of fortune-seckers q-npm
sieves, picks and other crude tools have flocked to
Cham province, northeast of Phnom Penh,

some places lies just beneath the surface, the official
Cambodian ncws SPK rcported . :
ﬁnmhhtﬂmmﬁm about 130
kilometers (80 miles) cast of Phnom Penh near the
Victnamese border, satd the report. It was dated Friday and
scen In on Monday.
mwuhmnrmnﬂ'nmmhn:




