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in this new series, prominent personalities will look at
events of the past which shaped their lives, often learning -
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- UCH has changed
i/ in the country since
1972 when | took
over as Viee Chancellor of
Rajshahi Untversity which was
to begin with not my
and became a signil-

fcant of my life later,
I taught at Dhaka
Univeérsity for about two
decades and a hall, with gaps

|

[ the sky in

and much cise in the of
shared A perceptions and
endeavours. It was privilege
to realize at Rajshahi that a
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the parties, including those
being leftist to be
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behind experiences. grim or pieasant, to learn from.

leagucs al Rajshahi, | may say
in passing, created “the
Institute of Bangladesh studies,

a modest initiative really, in .

mm:e?lvhlunnflheﬁx-
ture as well as a way of relating
to the beauty, pain, and sacri-

fices through which an identity -

was discovered and conse-
crated by the Be nation.
The first problem that a

Vice Chancellor, even an .

elected one, has to face on
assumption ol office is that of
acceptance. He has to be

. accepted by most members of

the campus community,
namcly, the students, teachers
and the administrative stalffl,
and has, in addition, to have a
relationship with the govern-
ment sensible and constructive
enough to be workable. The
last has always been a difficult
problem and is now thornier
than ever, as it has got to do in
the final analysis with the po-
litical culture of the ruling
groups in society. While at

: | worked hard to have
the nation accepted by all con-
cerned that | was Vice
Chancellor of an institution
called Rajshahi University and
not. that of the ﬂmr?'l'menl
which appointed me to the
position. | thought it was
important to have this dis-

question my attitude, MP'p did
and, as events were to prove, it
was their perceptions that
prevafled. He mh indeed be

a courageous man who would
claim that the quality of the

political life of this remarkable

nation has undergone any
spectacular improvement
since 1974 when | relin-
quished office at Rajshahi. If
ﬂn:.ﬂlu tone is much
more ingly

| recall the time the na-
tional daflies carried headlines
such as these: 'Rajshahi
University Students Clash with
Class |l employees and vil-
lagers: one dead and a hundred
injured includi the Vice
lor;" ‘Clas between

rival groups of students and
bomb blasts at Dhaka Uni-
versity:’ ‘University exami-

wide' — reflecting every aspect
of the disorder, disharmony,

and discontent

the Universities. Hardly the
milieu where a Vice Chancellor
could concetve and sustain a

Secularism Versus Religion
~1n Politics-I

Abul Mansur Ahmed

and commerce colonization
became the order of the day
and building up
followed. With this complica-
tions arose. Su
kingdoms and those of the
empires could not be expec
0 be of the same faith On the
contrary they were normally of
different faiths. So naturally
of the emperors’
declaration of impartiality in
religious matters arose in the
of empires

:
1
:

it is that it is

in fact it ts neither for nor
against any particular

in a very limited sense
Secularism in full of moral and
ethical principles of its own
many ‘of which are akin to reli-
@ous injunctions. This is what
is generally overlooked. It 1s
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- Challenges and Lessons

by Khan Sarwar Murshid

Discussing stu
Students' Union (RUCSU), in 1973.

.

ts' problems with the representatives of Rajshahi University Central

The office of the Vice Chancellor is now gravely im-
perilled, if not destroyed. No decline is sudden, but if
one is to set a date to the slide one must identify it with
- the authoritarian regime of Governor Monem Khan,
an uneducated man who was the local tough and
errand-boy of dictator Ayub Khan.

m
University they presided over
academics

worked in it

With French author-philesopher Andre Malraux who was
conferred Honorary Doctorate by Rajshahi University, in

The offlice of
Chancellor 1s now gravely im
perilled, if not destroyed. No
decline is sudden, hut il ong is
to set a date to the slide one
must identify it with the au-
thoritarian regime ol Governor
Monem Khan, an uneducated
man who was Lhe local tough
and errand-boy
Ayub Khan and who in the 60's
organized support [or Ayub's
Government in the campus of
Dhaka University largely with
of eriminal clements
among Lhe youth. The deadly
these elemernts upon
a teacher who had gone to
court for the redress ol some
grievances he had against the
University and the compro-
mises and moral ambiguities
the University
authorities lollowing the inci-
dent, along with its inability to
condemn
caused the first serious erosion
of public confidence in the of-
fice of the Vice Chancellor.

long term vision or think and
feel in terms of a real com-
munity,

dignity, public imagination and
the performing individual col-
to create a role for
the Vice Chancelloer which was
played out between reality
myth. Not all the men who
served as Vice Chancellor at
Dhaka — Professor Langley. Sir
AF Rahman, Dr. RC Majumdar,
Mahmud Hussain come
easily to mind for their note-
worlhy qualities — possessed
the abilitics mentioned
above. They however contrived
to creale a compo
the Viee Chancellor which was
onc of greal prestige and had
yearly ratification in the public
eye in the annual convocation
ceremony (a ritual, alas, now
lost) — a ceremony in which
once upon a time even colonial
Chancellors representing (Re
imperial power of Greal Britain
used to humble
before
university and found |t possible
with respect and
actual

present laborating
tently destructive of both,
ng no room for any
cern other than survival from
one day to another. What is the
public understanding of the of-
fice whose challenges
been called upon to discuss? °
, the office of the

has been

we have
ol dictalor

Traditionally
Vice Chancellor

regarded as a high office which

confers much on the incum-
bent and to which the incum-
bent too brings a
is expected to. Public expecta-
tion and the office itsell de-
mand that he be a learned
man, a leader and an able ad-
ministrator. Another expecta-
tion is that as a savant he
would display independence of
mind, integrity, a certain dis-
gard of the world, and an
y to make solemn, at
public pro-

the help

good deal or
assault by

resorted to b

themsce lves
violenl
times, critical
nouncements. All this gave
office some awe and a lot of

to spea

courlecsy

Obviously, Vice Chancellor
are expected to stand up to au-
thoritaritan regimes under
which they serve, and in this
some succeed, some do not,
and others do not try In more
recent times grave charges of
abuse ol office and trregulari-
ties of conduct have been
brought against Vice Chan-
cellor in a spirit of unmis-
takable vendetta. A lotal lack of
laith tn the process and people
pronouncing the judgement
upon men who were Vice
Chancellors made such judge-
ment odious and yet lelt room

for the palpably venal to parade

marlyrdam. None of these
things has helped Vice
Chanccllors. )

It will not be [air to press
the comparison with the past
too lar at the expense of the
present, for the oflice of the
Vice Chancellor must be seen
in terms of the problems and
realities of the present. The
Vice Chancellor inherits the
disadvantages of a situation not
of his own creation, is unfairly
tainted by lapses ol predeces-

very naturally divided the loy-
alty of the subjects of these

This division of loyalty
inevitably produced recurrent
contest and clashes between
the Popes and kings
Church and the State which at
last came to a head in France,
Germany and Italy during the
latter half of the nineteenth
In France the Third
Republic under the
of Gambettia

and the

of empires

bjects of the cenlury.

and Waldeck-
Roussicu first took away the
Education from the control of
the Church and
process by passing the Law of
Association and the Separa
Act in gquick succession be-
1906. The
Pope of Rome had to accept it

the necessity

twer

interest them-

State Vs. Church

With the sgsad of learni

and expansion of rationa
pontific infallibflity
and divine authority of the
monarchs started cracking.
The motazillas of Islam. the
“leaders of Reformation and
Renaissance of Christiani
Neo-Confustanists of Buddhism
threw a challenge to this irra-
practiee. Riv -
tween the Khalifas, quarrels
amongst the Popes of Romg
nd Avignon hastened the

ss. England fully and
France partially went out of
Papal juriadiction. Quarrel be-
tween the State and the
Church started. The French
Revolution gave birth to the
sense of nationalism and the
conception ol nation- state-
hood. Papal anthority sitting at
Rome and
territorial jurisdiction on dif-
nation-states
France, Germany and [taly,

In Germany the Prussian
mperors under the influence
and guidance of Bismark with a
view Lo stopp
Catholics “from looking up to
an oulside authority for guid-
ance” and challenging
fallibility of the Pope, broke

the ties with the Vatican and

ing German

secularism s nothing
tion of practical

thinking

the in-

ttonal also thok away
the control of the Church.

-Here also the Pope had (o
compromise

in | the subduing of the
Pope l': to be more direet.
When italy was liberated from

bondage of Austrian tmpe-
rialiam and unified under the
leadership
Oaribaldi and Cavour the Pope
would not recongnise this In-
dependent and untfied ltaly
kingship
Italian

exercising extra-

under
Emmanual

lerent .
Covernmen! had o setee Rome

Abul Mansur Ahmed ( 1898-1979)

ever-increasing industrializa-
thon of these countries.

Khilafat vs Imamat

to make the Pope sec reason.
Ultimately a compromise was
reached on the formula of "a
Free Church in a Free Naly.”
The Pope was guaranteed the

sovereign right at par with the
king inside the Vatican City

and inwviolability of his person
and property.

It may be mentioned in this

connection that all these com-

promises in the three coun
tries were actuated by the
same sell interest because they
all had 10 face at that time a
common enemy in the Mardian
socialism which had been
growing in strength with the

sors without sharing in their
credit, il any. and judged
against an image that contin-
ues to have
uniucky im that there isn't any
longer a campus community —
arc several
comaunities _nope of which
sces much good in the others,

This is not so much because
of the fragmentation of intel-
lectual culture and absence of
shared academic values as
divisions based on differences
over issues of recent and cur-
rent political history
individual and group interests.
Whilce authoritarian regimes in
sceking to control the Univer-
sities Lry
Chancellor into a 'yes man’, the
[actions within the campus try
constantly to cause schisms in
his soul. He is clcarly
solve problems of students, for
many of them have their roots
deep within social and eco-
nomic circumstances which do
not obcy mere Vice Chance-
llors. For instance, he cannot
will in the world
prevent the kind ol politics in

power. He is

instead

as well as
the Vice

to turn

unable to

with best

regards the Muslim
would the combination of the
temporal and » head -
ship in the
ended with the
Caliphs known as Khulafa-
After that the Church

and the state tended to

fest four

the campus which degenerates
into problems of law and order
resulting in serious violence,
even death. Nor can he, it may
be pointed oul, pretend for a
moment that the end-products
of all his endeavours, that is,
his scholars, have the right or
adequate qualifications for
meaning/ul employment or
that even if they those
qualifications they would find
such employment on leaving
University. He looks on as the
government for its own ends

In an environment of total
partisanship the elected Vice
Chancellor finds it difficult to
be, or prove that he is,
tive and fair. A perfectly
Hamlet-like situation, this. In
such unpropitious times
Vice Chancellor is called u
to restore the credibility of his
office through intellectual and
moral leadership, through
administrative efliciency and
rectitude; in short, to take on
forces thal seek to reduce him

in

L1

which seems to bypass him or
get the better of him. :

(To be concluded next Friday)

* A noted educationist and a
political thinker, prof Sarwar
Murshid has made his mark in
a number of fields during his
chequered career,

more than four decades. He
has successively served as the
Professor of the Department of
English, Dhaka University, the
Vice Chancellor of the Rajshahi
University, an ambassador for
Bangladesh and the Assistant
Secretary General of the
at the Dhaka University, ;
Murshid also edited °“New
Values®, a journal on contem-
porary issues, [rom 1949 to
The article published here is
based on a recent talk gliven by
the writer at the Dhaka
University Alumni Association.

&

than the illustrious Khalifa
Mansur and all this for the
simple offence of not

to surrender their re
belief to the whims
temporal lord. The Imams’ sul-
fering bore fruits and the
Imamat could maintain at least
a semblance of its indepen-
dence from the interferi

hand of the most autocratic

qE

Even that nominal
sovereignty over ‘Muslim
Church’, if it be so called,
came o an with the ad-

vent of the nineteenth century
Europe

Muslim world through Lebanon

British and French

| . This was gquickly

fol y the rise of

nationalism in l'n
Tunisia and

The commen ground
underlying this rapidly
nationalism was the




