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Aug 31 : A seminar
on “co-opemation govern-
ment organisation and non-
fovernmtnl organisations
NGOs) in development™ was
held at Catholic Church audito-

rfum under the auspices of,

Association of Development
Agencies in Bangladesh 3)
recently. Gono Gobeshona O
Unnayan Foundation ([GOUF) a
rescarch orfented develop-
ment organisation working in
Jessorc and Chitlagong dis-
tricts was grmanied member-
ship of ADAB on the conclud-
ing day of the seminar.
Presided over by the
Chairperson of ADAD Jessore
unit Mr. Aztrul llaque Monti the
seminar was participated by
the high officials of different
government departments In-
cluding Divisional Live stock,
BADC, Youth Development
Parishad and resentatives
of over 40 inchadin
ADAB, CARE, Rura
Reconstruction Centre (RRC),
Gono Gobeshona O Unnayan
Foundation and others.

MADARIPUR

Tk 16.11 crore
agri-loan
disbursed

Aug 31 : Bangladesh Krishi

Bank, Barisal zone has dis-

tributed Tk
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goods.
The goods include 400

picces of sarces and 150 bun-
dies of cotton yarn.

Later the contraband 5
were deposited with ura
customs office.

A case has been filed in this
connection.

One Nilufar Akhtar (16), an
SSC examinee of Kasba upazila
allegedly committed suicide by
taking poison, police sources

trouble was said to
be the cause of her death, the
sources added.

Family sources said she was
rushed to the Upazila Health
Complex where the doctors
declared her dead.

A case has been filed in this
connection.

FENI
Angling
-competition

Aug 31 : A day- angling

u‘:cr:reuuun was held at the
Rajajir Dighi yesterday,
reports BSS.

A total of 200 anglers from
Dhaka, Chittagong, SlLl:h:t.
Comilla, Neakahali and lo-
cality took part in the compe-
tition. Mr. Mahbubul Alam Tara
gave away u[:lm among the
winners in afternoon.

Editor of the local weckly
Roshnabad yesterday an-
nounced that the competitors
who won [irst, second and
third position in the competi-

tion would be given the weckly
free of cost for the next one

year.

'PABNA

Ishurdi Govt
College beset
with problems

From Our Cnrruﬁundnnt

Aug 31 : The Ishurdi
Government College has been
facing multifarious problems
due to shorlage ol classrooms
and necessary appliances,

The college building has be-
come dilapidated and there
arc only three classrooms lo
accommodate about 500 stu-
du#; has slock

library a
nrbmhtnul:fhlc‘:nmdnf
the students.

FARIDPUR

One commits
suicide

Aug 31 : A youth of vill

Sadipur in Sadar upazila of

district allegedly committed
suicide Saturday by taking in-
., reports UNB.

secticide
Police and
said the victim Moksed (22),
gave

allcgedly away his life
his marriage proposal

rounds
different of the greater
Pabna triect under the

Operation Doorber in the last

Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia laying the foundation stone of Mahananda Bridge at Chapainawabganj on Thursday

Excessive fare

s, traffi

. —PID photo

Land tax

PABNA, Aug 31 : Realisation
of land dcvelopment tax in the
district is not . Only
33.27 per cent lax has been
realised during the last fiscal
year. )

It is lcarnt that a total of
Taka 1,04.84.875 was col-
lected as tlax against the
largest of Taka 3,15,06,655.

A seminar on “Terrorism
free Education Environment”
was held at the teachers audi-
‘torium of Government Edward
University College recently.
Professor Muslem Ali,
Principal of the University

College presided over the sem-
inar

The main article was writ-
ten and rcad by Mr Mustafizur
Rahman, Lecturer in
Economics de ment.
Professor Abdur Rashid,
Principal of Government
Shahid Babul College,
Professor ASM Anisur Rahman,
Head of the Department of
Bengali, Associate Professor
Solaiman Mia,
Department of English and
Assistant Professor Mohammad
Nurun-Nabi focussed on the
different points of the article.
A hand bag inscribed the u-
tle of the article was dis-
tributed among all as an incen-

¢ rules violation

make bus journey hazardous

GAZIPUR, Aug 31: Charging
of excessive bus fares, de-
plorable condition of roads and
violation of traffic rules have
turned bus journey hazardous
on different routes of the dis-
trict , reports UNB.

According to passengers,
the conductors are charging
fares much above the normal

rate and very often clash with -

the passengers, following al-
tercations.

Besides, most of the roads
are in bad shape and potholes
and ditches have developed at
many places making them un-
fit for vehicular movement.

Besides, the roads from
Gazipur to Kapasia and Tongi
to Kaliganj are tog narrow to

Govt committed to
SOCIO-€CoNomic
development

HAZRATPUR (Keraniganj),
Aug 3] : Industries Minister
Shamsul Islam Khan said here
yesterday that pceaceful envi-
ronment of the country was
the pre-condition for success-
ful implementation of the peo-
ple-oriented development
programmes, reports BSS,

He said this while address-
ing a public meeting at
Hazratpur under Keraniganj
upaziia.

State Minister for Civil
Aviation and Tourism Abdul
Mannan, local Member of
Parliament Amanullah Aman,
Deputy Inspector General of
Police, Dhaka range Ashralul
Huda and Depulty
Commissioner of Dhaka also
addressed the meeting, ac-
cording to an official source.

The meeting was held to
review Lhe law and order situ-
ation of the remote areas ol
the Singair, Nawabgan] and
Keranigan) upazilas of Dhaka

and Manikganj districts.

The Industries Minister
said that under the leadership
of Begum Khaleda Zia the pre-
sent popular government was
commitied Lo improve the so-
cio-economic condition of the
general mass. The Minister
als¢ said the government
would ensure accountability in
all of life.

He ordered the concerned
law cnforcing authority to take

measures o con-
trol and eradicate the anit-so-
cial activities

pass two vehicles side by side.

Meanwhile, bus communi-
cation from river DBalu to
Kaliganj has also become haz-
ardous due to shortage of ferry
services. A ferry-boat plying
there can not cope with the
heavy pressure of traffic
movement and as a result, ve-
hicles remain stranded [or
hours fogether on both sides of
the river.

Local people have been de-
manding a bridge on the river
for a long time but nothing has
yet been done in this respect.

Moreover, the Dhaka-
Kaliganj road has crossed the
Dhaka-Chittagong rail line at

four points namely Tongi,
Hydorabad, Bhadnu and

Daripura . But in the abscnce of
adequate signal gate to control

the movement ol vehicles, ac-

cidents are taking place fre-
quently.

It is also alleged that the

vehicles do not maintain any
timectable and dump road side
ngers into the buses ac-
cording to their caprices be-
fore the nose of the law
enforcing agencies.
iculture
A pisciculture extension
project has been taken up in
three upazilas of the district at
a cost of Tk one crore.
According to official
sources, the experimental pro-
ject covering Sreepur, Kapasia
and Gazipur sadar will be im-
plemented in three ycars.

Water bodies mainly ponds
mecasuring one decimal and
above in two unions of
Sreepur, four unions of Kapasia
and the whole of sadar will be
initially included for develop-

ment of fish culture.

Programme organisers will
also hold a two-day training on
modern fish farming methods.
If the desired result is
achieved from the experimen-
tal project, necessary steps
would be taken for massive
piscicuiture in other parts of
the country, they added.

Meanwhile, fisherics de-
partment of the district has
completed the construction
work of a mini hatchery at
Sreepur at a cost of Tk 15.85

Pottery faces extinction

RANGPUR. Aug M : Pottery,
an age-old cotlage industlry is
fast waning throwing thou-
sands of artisans into uncer-
tainty.

Scarcity and high prices of
raw materials, dearth ol pur-
chascrs and absence of finan-
cial assistance have been hin-
dering prosperity of this an-
cicnt cottage industry result-
ing in its slow extinction.
According to a survey there are
at least 20,000 potter farilies

in the Rangpur zone struggling
hard for survival.

About a dccade ago,
carthenwares like plates and
varicty of pots used for various
houschold purposes are popu-
lar among the rural masses and
even among the urban people.

But with the increased
marketing of modern utensils
and the substitules for earthen
pots demands for the
earthenwares have diminished
throwing thousands ol skilled
potters out of prolession.

Raw materials for manufac-
turing earthcnwares are

Two century old canal
now garbage reservoir

SATKHIRA, Aug 31: "Pran
Shaherer Khal” running in the
midst of Satkhira has been
polluting the environment of
the town and its adjoining ar-

The inhabitants of the town
alleged that the canal has
turned into a reservoir
with regular. dumping of
wasies. Obstruction of the flow
of Betna Khal linked with
Khejur Khal has contam-
inated the water of the canal
which has increased alarm-
ingly water borne discascs.

it is mentionable that Pran
Khal was dug in 1860 by the

then Zamindar of Satkhira
Prannath Roy Chowdhury and

re-cxcavaled in 1901 by the
British government. It was
again dug in 1977 but nothing
was achicved. A Dutch
Swedish team who' visited
the Khal recently and agreed
to help re-excavating work at a
cost of Taka 50.10 lakh, but
only Taka 30 lakh has been
sanctioned so lar.
The pecople
of the area have urged the
concerned authorities to for-

.and Shyam upazilas

scarce, financial assistance
from the government and loan-
giving agencies are hardly
available and above all shortage
of buyers have crippled the in-
dustry.

A large number of skilled
potters have already switched
over to alternative profession
for ivelihood. Many others are
left unemployed. A small num-
ber of potter [amilies has been
running the industry amidst
great hardships finding no
other alternative for survival.

Drinking water
scarce
Acute scarcity of drinking

water has been causing
widespread out break of in-

testinal discases is diflerent

villages of Satkhira specially in
Assassuni, Kaliganj, Debhata
. The
tubewells in said upazilas
supply concentrated salty wa-
ter creating intestinal dis-
eases, il is leamt.

It is also learnt that, more
than 700 tubewells which
went out of erder about [ive
months ago have not yet been
repaired or resunk.

Reliable sources, said that
the tubewells in rural areas go
frequently out of order due to
lack of proper care, repair and
maintenance. Concerned offi-
cials seldom visit rural areas to
check the eondition of the

tubewells.

Pabna

PABNA, 31: The lone
mental of the country
has been scthack and

engulfed with manifold prob-
lems due to utller negligence of
authorities. The
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Mental Hospital needs care

From Our Correspondent

quired at the first gate where
melfu be certified for

Lack ‘nduqunlr electrifi-
cation is an another ol

the hospital. Bes . load-

heddings always nge
I.'lnlplnl into dul:ﬁl. A 200

KV transformer af Public

Works Department is not suffi-
cient as its requirement is
minimum 500 KV transformer.
There is also a generator in

the arca which always remain
out of order. There is no posl
of elecirician,

It is expected to contribute
to the development of agro-
based economy and meet the
demands of fish in the district.

Besides, at Board Bazar near
Tongi about four lakh fry of
Alrican Magur will be hatched

out from the spawn weighing
about 674 kgs.
that for the

It is
first time Bangladesh is

hatching out this fish fry when
full grown will weigh two kgs
each. -

Mcanwhile, local people al-
leged that unscrupulous fish-
ermen are catching fry of dif-
ferent species indiscriminately
by using current nets violating
government ban.

Floods damage
crops worth
Tk 6 crore

JAMALPUR, Aug 31: The
receni flood has caused exien-
sive d to the standing
crops worth about Tk 6 crore
in 7 upazilas of the district,
reports UNB. .

According to the Agricul-
ture Extension Department,
standing crops on 8,000 acres
of land were damaged
completely and on 9,000 acres
partially by the on rush of flood
water and erosion of the rivers
Jamuna and the old
Of the total, Aus paddy on
2,700 acres of land, jute on

| acres were completely dam-

aged, the sources added.

The local people urged the
government to sanction long
term agricultural loan on easy
terms to boost produclion in
the district.

Transport strike
protesting arrest
of a driver

MYMENSINGH, Aug 3]
Road communications snapped
in the district as transport
workers on Monday staried
nonsiop strike protesting the
arrest and punishment of a
minibus driver, reports UNB.

Duhlmeonﬁﬁ::ﬂm
days imprisonment fined
Tkhﬁm for a read accident
that killed a minor boy at

Montala in Muktagacha upazila
on August 19.
Motor Jan Karmachari
Union called for the strike,
that Duhl_:nu re-
for the
Il also demanded immedi-
ate ‘“replacement of the

enadiional reene” of Duld

Reopening of all
edn iffstitutions
demanded

MAULV! BAZAR. Aug 3]

Students brought oul a pro-
cession Iin the town here

Saturday tmmedi-
ate of the all educa-
tional institutions, reports
UNL.

not satisfactory
From Our Correspondent

Head of the

- Whe Baily Star 9

collection

live at the concluding seminar.
Afforestation

A large-scale aflorestation
programme of the district is in
progress, According to the
Divistonal Forcst Devclopment
Office, about 2000 seedlings
have already been transplanted
at different institutions. Apart
from this 18 miles of upazila
road, five miles of , two -
miles of embankment and

eight miles road of Roads and
Highway Decpartment will be

Notes from
Madaripur

MADARIPUR, Aug
Valuables worth about

31:
TK
80,000 were looted in a dart

dacoity in a house of a schoo

teacher at village Godanradi in
Kalkini- upazila, police here
said, reports UNB.

According to sources, a
gang of dacoits with deadly
weapons broke open the door
of the house of Arun Chandra
Roy recently and decamped
with valuables including a
colour TV, five tolas of gold
and five walches.

On hearing alarm, local
people rushed to the spot and
caught one dacoit named Abul
Kalam Sarder. He was laler
handcd over to the ;

‘A case was filed with the
police in this connection.

- 2killed jn

Two pe succumbed and
six others sustained injuries in
a bomb blast at the house of
Hamid Fakir of village
Dattapara in Shibchar upaxzila,
police said here yesterday.

According to police the in-
cident occurred recently when
the victims Kamal Hossain (30)
and Shamsul Hoq were making
bombs with their associates in
the house. The five others in-
jured in the blast managed to
escape.

Kamal succumbed to his in-

jurics al Bhanga Upazila Health
Complex whose both the hands

Shibchar police in this con-
nection.

Drug addiction has been
- among Lhe youths of
the town, social workers said.

According to hospital
sources, a large number of
youths were being addic.yd to
Hquor and sedatives.

The sources alleged that
some dishonest shopkeepers
were selling sedatives without
asking for proper prescription
and realising the dictated
price [rom drug- addicts.

The drug addicts often in-
dulge themselves in anti - so-
cial activities like mugging,
looting vitiating the social en-
vironment.

Chuadanga BTA:

executives
From Our Correspondent

CHUADANGA, Aug 31: The
conference of the Chuadanga
district branch of Bangladesh
Teachers' Association was heid
here at the local Sreemonto
Town Hall recently.

The conference was
presided over Mr Abdur
Rahman, President of the

Chuadanga district branch of
BTA

Over 350 school teacher
from the different
boys and girls schools of the
district took part in the con-
ference.

Al-Haj-SK Amanullah, Chair-
man Ba Teachers’
Associations Federation was

nt as the chiefl guest
while Maulana Habibur
Rahman, local MP, Mr Azizul
Hagque Shah were present on
the occasion as the special

An |]1-member enxeculive
committee was also clected in
the conference for the
Chuadanga district branch of
BTA for the next three years
with Mr Abdur Rahman as

resident and Mr Khaled
Lﬂ-s-uu-ry.
Power failure

. frequent

NAOGAON, Aug 31 Power
disruption as bocome a regular

feature in the district



