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Cuba foils US bid to
form opposition group

HAVANA (Cuba), Aug 31:
Cuba's Intelligence Services
said on Friday had foiled a
US-backed attempt to crealc
an opposition group on the
communist-ruled island, re-

Reuter.

Colonel Eduard Delgado

Rodriguez of the State Security
ment lold a news con-
ference in Havana thal security
agents had obtained a letter
sent by a lcading Cuban anti-
rmment exile in Spain,
Carlos Alberto Montaner, to
five prominent anti-communisl

Premadasa urges
politicians to
resolve crisis

peacefully

COLOMBO, Aug 31: Sri
Lankan President Ranasinghe
Premadasa, facing the biggest
challenge to his 32-month
rule, has qu politicians to
solve their differences peace-
fully, reports Reuter.

"Whatever dilferences, be
they political or otherwise,
must be resolved peacefully
and amicably so that all could
live with honour and dignity,”

. mrinnﬁm g‘nlhcﬂng in

the northern town of
Anuradhapura, Premadasa said
diffcrent opinions charac-
terised democratic values and
human independence.

Elected in December 1988
for a six- ycar term, Premadasa
is facing a challenge to his
presidency from about 120
~opposition and government
parliamentarians

dissidents in Cuba.

The letier called on the [ive
to sct up a so-called demo-
cratic platform to foment op-
position against Cuba's onc-

rty communist governmecnl
led by President Fidel Castro.

Delgado described
Montaner as an agent of the
US Central Intelligence Agency
(CIA) and said the plan had

the full backing of the US
Security Services.

, The United States has for
somc time beén trying to
bufld up an internal opposition
in Cuba.” he said.

The US administration has

in Lthe L de tio
by Cuba that it backcd oppost-

tion and human rights gruur.
which are outlawed by the
Cuban authorities.

Delegado said the letter, a
pl‘lnlnc:t;py of which wad dis-
tributed to journalists, was
brought from Spain to Cuba in
carly August by a Spanish jour-
nalist, Xavier Domingo, work-
ing for the Spanish magazine
Cambio 16.

Domingo visited the island
during the August pan-
American games and returned
home on August 11 after hand-
ing over the letter to the dis-
sidents, he added. '

Asked if any action haad
been taken against the five
dissidents, Delgado Replied.
"They are all at their homes.”

Cuba’s announcement of the
foiled attempt came a day after
the government distanced it-

selfl from the continuing swing
away from communism in the
Soviet Union, saying it would
maintain its one-party com-
munist system.
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Albania, Cyprus establish ties:

Albania and Cyprus have decided to cstablish diplomatic
rclations between them, reports Xinhua from Tirana.

An Albanian T V news reported last night that out of the
goodwill for decveloping their bilateral relations and
cooperation, the Albanian government and the Cyprus
government have decided to cstablish diplomatic relations.

But the report
signed a related agreement.

'Sofia to withdraw suppc

Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir said

failed to mention when and where they had

rt for PLO':

y that Bulgaria had

decided to withdraw its backing for the Palestine Liberation

Organization (PLO), reports AFP from Jerusalem.
He told reporters on his rcturn from a four-day visit to
Sofia that he was "convinced Bulgaria would contribute

tively to promoting the Middie East pcace process since
m decﬂc:rln no longer support the PLO."

“Since it severed its tics with Isracl 23 years
adopted a particularly hard line regarding US, but
past,” he said.

Shamir also referred to a scries ol coope

country
this now is in the

ago, that

ratfon accords

with Bulgaria he signed on his trip in the fields of agriculture,

health and scientific research.

In Sofia, officials said the two countries had agrecd
Bulgaria would be a transit point for Soviet Jewish immigrants
heading for Israel, becoming the second country, after
Hungary, to receive large numbers of emigres.

France to chair Secuﬁl;anouncil -

France’s UN ambassador, Jean Bernard mee, lakes over
the of the Security Council on Sunday for the
month of Scptember, reports Reuter from United Nations.

The Council
10 non-

t me s and five permanent membe

o the

h alphabet.
France, mmhu Britain, the Sovict Union and the
United States , is one of the five permanent members with .

velo powcer.
Merimee. who became France's chief envoy at the United
Nations in

Ecuador as president of the Security Council.

Bush, Major talk changes

President Bush and British Prime Minisier John Major on
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respond 1o the momentous changes in the Soviel
Union, reporis AP from Mainc.

“We've done an awful lot of business here, talking about the

future,” Bush said.

and his family, afier two nigh
{ vacation home, returned home. The prime
go to Moscow on Sunday as the first Western
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ts at the president's

the Soviet Union since the botched coup
S. Gorbachev and the collapse of Communist
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Yeltsin seeks information

'CP has millions of dollars
hidden in foreign banks'

MOSCOW, Aug 31: Moscow's
liberal city leaders said on
Friday the Communist Party
had millions of dollars hiddcen
in foreign bank accounts, and
called on countries to freeze
parly asscts abroad, rcports
Reuter.

"Russian President Boris
Yeltsin has written a decree
which includes an appeal to
governments of the world to
give information about party
asscts abroad,” Alexander
Muzykantsky, administrator for
central Moscow, told a news
confercnce.
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BAKU, Azerbaijan

Baku August 29, as Azerbaijan declared its independence August 30.

Moscow Mayor Gavrill
Popov said party asscts were
also Hkely to be in bank ac-
counts held by joint ventures
¢stlablished between foreign
and Sovicl partners.

City oflicials also said they
had opened the first archives
at the Communist Party's cen-
iral headquarters, scaled with
the consent of President
Mikhail Gorbachev, but gave no

details of their contents.

After a presidential confis-

cation order local officials
across the Soviet Union have
begun scaling Communist Party

newspaper oflices and finding
new uses for party buildings.

Gorbachev, angry over party
complicity in a putsch by hard-
liners, quit as communist
leader on August 24 and
ordered the handover of party
property to city governments.

But Moscow city officials
stressed they were not claim-
ing direct ownership of the
property, but simply taking in-
ventory.

Final ownership would be
determined efther by a law on
nationalisation of party prop-
erty or by ils voluntary surren-"
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: Thousands of pro-independence supporters demonstrate in central
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der to the city, they said.
Muzyykantsky said party as-
scis in the Sovict Union were
estimaled to be worth 5.4 bil-
lion roubles (three billion
Dollars at the commercial
rate). Party publishing house
were valued at 3.4 billion rou-

bles (1.8 billion d-nllnrsL!
A compound of buildings

housing the Communist Party
hecadquarters was alone esti-
matced to be worth one billion
roubles (550 miillion dollars).

"But all these ligures are
based ,on fixed state prices,
and have nothing to do with
rcal market value,”
Muzykantsky said. :

"Taking into account the
commercial price, the valu
will be much higher.” i

City officials said the build-
ings could be used flor public
housing, hospitals and nursing
homes. Others could be turned
into headquarters for the
country’'s numerous ncw polit-
ical partics now [ighting to
take the communists’ place.

AFP adds: General Mikhail
Moiseyev, former Chicl of Stall
of the Soviet Army, has said he
had complete. » personal con-
trol of the country's nuclear
weapons during last wecek's
attempted coup apd that “the
world was not threatened.”

In an interview with the
[talian newspaper Il Corricre
Della Sera, published Saturday
Moiscycv also said that the nu-
clear codes were cancclled

when communication was lost
Mikhail

with President
Gorbachev,

BJP moves bill to bar aliens from

NEW DELIIl, Aug 31: The
pro-Hindu opposition Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) moved
Friday a non-official bill in par-
liament that would limit the
posts of Prime Minister and
President to those born in
India, reports AFP.

The BJP move came amid
local press reporis that some
activists in the ruling Congress
() Party [avour the gradual
takeover of the Prime
Minister's job by assassinated
former Premicr Rafiv Gandhi's
Italian-born widow, Sonia.

Gandhi, 47, was killed May
21 in a bomb attack blamed by

investigators on the Sri Lankan
militant group the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam.

The bill, introduced by
Vishwanath Sharma of the BJP,
officially recognised as India's
main opposition party, faces
strongly opposition by the rul-

ing party.

The bill, says the consutu-
tion should be amended to bar
foreign-born Indians [rom
holding high constitutional of-
fices surh as President and
Prime Minisicr.

Minister of State for Law
and Parliamentary Afflairs

Rangarajan Kumaramangalam
said the Congress [I) was
"strongly. opposed” to the
right-wing llindu party move.

A large number of Congress
(1) activists have collectlively
and individually appealed to
Sonia Gandhi to assume the
party leadership.

They have also urged her to
run for pariament in the va-
cant Amethi seat in the north-
ern stale of Uttar Pradesh,
which was won by her husband
in the May-June election.

Sonia Gandhi has, however,
so [ar spumed the demand and
has kept away from public life.

"UN accuses Iraq of landing 80 |

armed men on Kuwaiti island

UNITED NATIONS, Aug 31:
The Securily Council autho-
rised ils President on Friday to
warn Iraq against any repeli-
tion of recent incursions inlo
Kuwait, including the alleged
landing of some BO men on
strategic Bubiyan island, re
ports Reuter.

"l will remind the Charge D
Aflaires of Iraq that Iraq is re-
sponsible for whatever hap-
pens in its térritory or [rom fts
territory which...... touches the
neighbouring territory of the
state of Kuwait,” council presi-
dent Josc Ayala Lasso ol
Ecuador told reporters alter
briel closed-door council con-
sultatioris.

He said a full report was
still awaited from the UN
Secrclary Gencral on the
Bubtyan incident, in which
Kuwait charged Lhatl some BO

Iragis, armed but in civilian
clothes, landed on the Kuwaiti
tsland on Wednesday, sup-
ported by a number of boats.

Kuwait said it captured
about 45 of the intruders and
destroyed seven boats.

Some United Stales,
Kuwalitf and DBritish oflicials
have suggested the Iraqis
might have trying to recover
weapons abandoned by their
troops on Bubfyan during the
Gulf War.

Iragi has called the charges
a fabrication and accused
Kuwait of fomenting tension to
justify the continued presence
of United States forces in the
Emirate and the continuation
of UN sanctions against Iraq.

The UN Ilraqg-Kuwail
Obscrver Mission [UNIKOM),
which patrols a demilitarised
zone straddling the borders, is

still investigaling the incident
and will see the prisoners.

Ayala Lasso said prcliminary
information about the incident
and recent similar border in-
fractions raiscd concern
among council members, who
wished to prevent any repeti-
tion.

He was referring in particu-
lar to a shooting incident on
August 14 in which Iraqi po-
lice damaged a Kuwaiti police
vehicle in the demilitarised
zone, drawing a strong protest
from UN oflicials.

British UN represcrtative
Sir David Hannay told re
poriers the Bubiyan incident
was Lhe most serious since the
Gull ceasclire because of the
number involved and the sen.
sttivity of their area. The situa-

tion now appeared calm, he
added.
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i the BJP on this score.

holding posts of President, PM

The BJP had earlier

ridiculed the idea of her taking
over as PPrime Minister by not-

ing that she is foreign born,
although she has Indian citi-
zenship.

Sonia Gandhi, with her son,
Rahul, and daughter, Priyanka,
left August 21 on her first pri-
vate overseas visit since her
husband’'s death. There desti-
nation was kept secret for se-
curity reasons, but Congress (I)
sources said they had gone to
the United States,

PT1 adds: The All India
Muslim Youth Convention,
Friday condemned the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) for
demanding establishment of
full diplomatic relationship
with Israel.

In a statement, the General
Secretary of the convention
and a promincnt leader of the
All India Babri Masjid Action
Committee, Jawed labeeb said
"the BJP has once again shown
its Zionist colours, this time
more decisively, in demanding
full diplomatic relations be-
tween India and [sreal”.

The demand, Mr Habeeb
said was "undcniably a sinister
move to deal another blow to
India and its international
prestige aimed at disturbing
our foreign poljcy perspective,
particularly, with Arab coun-
tries”.

While strongly condemning
the BJP for its move, Habeeb

appealed to the Prime
Minister, PV Narasimha Rao,
to reject the demand.

He also urged all secular,
democratic and patriotic
forces to exert pressure on the
government not to concede to

Lenin now flat on his
back in Riga's graveyard

RIGA (Latvia) : Lenin looks out with unflinching gaze, his

arm raised in greeting. But the founder: of the Soviet Union
‘now flat on his back in Riga's Monuments' graveyard, rcports
Reuter.

By Friday, in its second week of sell-
proclaimed independence, Latvia had
already removed most of the symbols and
taken over the institutions which marked
its 51 years as a Sovictl republic.

The KGB headquarters flew Lalvia's §
maroon-and-white [lag. Local militia
guarded its airless corridors, linked buy
caged lift shaflts to basement prison cells.

"The Lenin statue was seen as
particularly provocalive, located as it was
on [reedom street in the centre of Riga,”
said Rolands Blezures, an aide to Vice-President Dainis Ivans.

Within hours of a cily council vote on Monday, the 25- -
tonne bronze figure was heading for a corner of the national
cemetery reserved for old flagstones and statues of yester-
day’'s hcroes.

"We wanted o preserve it intact. Maybe one day it could be
put in a museum,” Blezurcs said.

Removing the plinth''with Lenin's name turmmed ‘into a
night-time festival. A mobile crane complete with demolition
ball felled the red marble pedestal before a cheering crowd.

Many took chips of the plinth home was souvenirs.

"Socialism kaput, we want to live in Europe,” Andris
Fauruns, foreman of the municipal gardeners who levelled the
ground and sowed grass seed, told a reporter.

Flowers left at the site the same evening, pcrhaﬂs
by one of the city’'s Russian-speaking majority
peared by daylight.

Venus geologically alive

PASADENA (Calilornia): Venus is geologically alive and well
and even cxpericnces "venusquakes,” judging from a huge
landslide detected on the planet by the Magellan space probe,
scientists said Friday, reports AFE

"It's very exciling,” said Steve Saunders, Magellan Project
Scientist at the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory here.

"It's another piece of a big puzzle.”

A scientist comparing radar images taken by Magellan in

November and July noticed that a mapped area had disap-
peared in the interim,

"Where there was once a plateau now there is a pile of rub-
ble,” J.J Plaut, the research associate who made the discov-

cry, said ol the area eight kilometers by three kilometers
(about five miles by two miles).

“The best explanation we can come up with is, we're see-
ing a giant landslide,” Saunders said. Project scientists con-
cluded that the landslide was almost certainly caused by tec-
tonic activity, he added.

"We think there probably are venusquakes and venus is still
alive.” Saunders said.

The landslide rcleased encrgy equivalent to an earthquake
mecasuring 5.0 on the Richter scale, Saunders said.
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Kenyan goes to for
' L4 - ’
cuttmg OJ] wtije s ear
NAIROBI: Kenyan magistrates jailed a man [or scven
months lor cutting oflf his wile's ear after she said, at 11 am
that she had not prepared lunch, reports, Reuter.
The court in the port city ol Mombasa also sentenced

Mwcro Shakoma to two strokes of the cane for brutality, the
Daily Nation newspaper reported on Friday.

16 more dissidents
arrested in Burma

BANGKOK, Aug 31: Burmese area conlrolled by Karen

a tribute
ad disap-

military authorities have ar-
rested another 16 dissidents
and charged them with having
links with terrorist insurgents
and crecating unrest in scveral
major towns, the official radio
Rangoon said Friday, reports
AFP,

The radio said in a dispatch
monitored hcre that two of the
suspects were male members

i of the youth wing of the out-

lawed parallel government set
up in cthnic Karen insurgents’
territory, while 14 others
including three women— were
their supporters.

They were apprehended by
military intelligence agents
between August 20 and 25, the
radfo said.

The paraliel government
known as the National
Coalition Government of the
union of Burma was formed by
Sein Win, a former member of
Burma's main opposition polit-
ical party, the National League
for Democracy (NLD), and has
its headquarters in a jungle

National Union ethnic insur-
gents.

Authorities also seized anti-
government pamphlets, video
and cassciie lapes posscssed
by the 14 suspects, the radio
said.

All of the suspects are be-
ing detained and intelligence
agents are looking for people
connected with them, it said.

The state-run radio earlier
reported that a total of 2] sus-

ts had been arrested by
%ct:rnwae military intelligence

agents carlier this month on
similar charges.

The NLD won a majority of
scals in general elections held
in May 1990, but the ruling
Burmese military junta has re-
fused to hand over power.

Another report says: A
Burmcse political party has for
the first time denounced the
breakaway National League for
Democracy (NLD) government
at the Thai-Burma border as
well as former premier U Nu's
parallel government.

Poland faces CI1S1S

gravest ever politica

Ei

Croatian tcievision said evening that about 50 Serbian
“terrorists’ were killed near village of Pecka, 50 kms (30
miles) west of Zagreb, in fighting with the Croatian National
Cuard which #t said suffered only nine wounded, reports AFP
from Belgrade.

The television added that two women had been killed and
one child wounded in the neighbouring village of Vidusevaca
in

raug!ped in cdlla

12 t
butlding demolition in the

Saturday Lrapping about 12 construction workers, police and

witnesscs said Reuter from Manidla.

Rescuers tried o pull out workers pinned down by huge

concrete slabs. Two injured men were taken to tal.
Radio reporters at the scenc said six floors of the nine-
storey commercial buflding in the Makati financial district

leaders were shot
thousands of villagers went on strike,

3

killings of the grandmother, aunt. niece and of
Balwinder Singh. a district leader of the Khalsa

mﬁumﬂ-ﬂmmﬂdm was set
ablaze aficr they were illed.

killed in clash with Croats:

* Four relatives of a
n india’s Punjab stale

a bomb attack on

rival Stkh militant group for the pre-dawn

WARSAW, Aug 31: The res-
ignation of the solidarity gov-
ernment in a clash with ex
communists who sl domi-

nate parliament threatens
Poland with its gravest politi-
cal crisis since the overthrow
ol communism, i rcpurln

Reuter .
The Sejm (Lower Housc) is
due to vote today [(Saturday)
whether to accept or reject
—

BONN: German Chancellor and leader of the Christian Democratic Union (CDU), Helmut
Kohl (L), and Party Secretary General Volker Ruehe held a press conference at the CDU
headgquarters August 30, after a session of the party executive to discuss Stasi allegations of
the former East German CDU members. Ruehe was accused by former East German Prime
Minister Lothan de Maiziere of leading,

“sideline people who do net fit in with pre-conceived ideas’.

a witch-hunt against the eastern CDU,

|
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the resignation of the eight-
month-old government of
Prime Minister Jan Krzysziol
Biclecki, under fire f[rom
dcputies for his plans to cut
the budget.

Bielecki on Friday accused
the Sejm, Two-thirds of whose

members are ex-communists

and Lheir former allics, of
making it impossible to
govern,

“This is all about the gov-
crnment’'s real ability to take
decision Biclecki told parlia-
ment, ignoring calls to with-
draw his res

He has said the government
will not stay on in a caretaker
capacity il it is voted out,
opening the prospect of two
months ol uncertainty until
Polands’ first fully free postwar
parliamentary eclections in
October.

Parliamentary leaders de-
layed the vote overnight after

failing to reach agreement on

Friday on how to resolve the
crisis.

Biclecki and President Lech
Walcsa have rgrpeatedly ac-
cused the of blocking
solidarity reform legislation in-
tended to transform Poland
into a full democracy and free
market economy.

Biclecki said the country
was paying for the mistake of

not accepling Walesa's pro-
posal last March to hold elec-
tions last spring.

Poland was the first east
European country to throw ofl
communist rule in 1989, but
is the only onc not to have
held free parllamentary elec-

1ians.

The present Sejm was
clected in 1989 under a
power-sharing deal between
solidarity and Poland’'s former
communist lcaders.

Walesa aides said the gov-
emment should be given spe-
cial powers to safeguard the
reform process by issuing eco-
nomic decrees until the elec-
tions. The solidarity-domi-
nated Scnate also passed a
resolution expressing confi-
dence in the government and

calling for special powers.

The demand by ex-commu-
nists for Bielecki's removal
which pushed him to quit cli-
maxed a stormy debate on
deep budget cuts that have un-
ﬂ:ﬁﬁned the depth of Poland's
economic crisis.

. The government

the spending cuts because of a
recession which has caused
hardship and lar unrest in

Poland as well as a erisis in
state finances.

Criticism of solidarity's

tough economic policies has
risen sharply in parliament
and across the country as the
elections approach.

Its free market policies
have filled the shops with
goods and sparked a surge of

private enterprise. But they
have also caused a collapse in
production by state firms as

well as a fall in wages and cre-
ated 1.7 million jobless.

Walesa and other solidarity
leaders fear ex-communists
and other ts of the re-
forms could benefit in the
elections from the public dis-
content eaused by the reces-
shon.

They said the parliamentary
attack on Bielecki was just part
of a post-communist bid to

derail there forms.

Mieczyslaw Gil, leader of a
soltdarity group in parliament,
demanded an investigation
into possible links between

ex-communists and last
weck's coup leaders in the
Sovict Undon.

The main ex-communist
party — the social democracy
of the Republic of Poland —
replicd that it would sue Gil

for the allcgation.



