Dhaka, Sunday, September 1, 1991

Bangladeshi Women's
to newsmen on Friday In Dhaka. a

uman ts campaigner raised the is-
sue of thousands

B.nggndcshi women and chil-
dren enduring a miserable life ol exploitation,
t and oppression in Pakistan. Accor-

imprisonmen
ding to Zia Ahmed Awan, over 1,500 Bangladeshi
women are currently languishing in Pakistani pri-
sons, ostensibly for entering the country | ly.
while thousands are forced to take up prosti-
tution in major cities such as Karachi, apparently
as a way of avoiding imprisonment.
less women go through a harrowing
experience after being lured by smugglers posing
as m traders, with promises of decent
jobs and salaries. Once in Pakistan, they end up
either in prisons, brothels or sold to wealthy
Pakistanis as virtual slaves. Few e to escape.
Awan claimed that Pakistani police and adminis-
tration are in league with the smugglers, provid-
them with virtual immunity, but no protection
to the unfortunate women.

This issue, however, is not a new one. This
abominable trade in human lives has been going
on for 10-15 now. Unfortunately, successive
Bangladesh governments have turned a blind
to the plight of a section of its own people. Dha
has done little to pressure Islamabad into bring-
lniulhe smugglers and their assoclates in
Pakistani offlicialdom to book. The women, in-
stead of being treated as victims of a crime, are
being treated as criminals by the Pakistani police,
and our government seems oblivious to the facts.

At the same Lime, our own border guards, the
Bangladesh Rilles, have not, we regret to note,
up Lo our expectations in checking this ille-
gal human trade. There should be much greater
cooperation belween BDR and the Indian Border
Security Force (o prevent these people from get-
t to Pakistan in the first place. But the attl-
tude, on all sides. appears to be one of bottomless
indifference.

. We commend Zia Awan and his organisation,
Lawyers for Human Rights and Legal Aid, for their
tireless work in [reeing our hapless women [rom
a miserable and degrading existence. They have
not been successful so far, because all their pleas
have fallen on deal, oflicial ears.

Bul is it not the Bangladesh governmentl and
people who should be doing the campaigni
Should our collective, national conscience not be
filled with [eelings of guilt as well as anger at the
degradation sullered by our women? How has it
been possible for our governments to remain si-
lent ;:wcr this issue for such a long period of
time

Awan said during his visit to Dhaka that he re-
ceived some posilive [eedbacks [rom the minis-
ters he met to discuss the issue. We hope this
positive feedback will soon be translated into ac-
tion. That means making people aware of what is
really going on, and launching a diplomatic offen-
sive to force Pakistan (o release imprisoned Bang-
ladeshi women and taking stern action against
sm ers and their oflicial protectors. At home
BDR must become more vigilant and stop this
modern-day slave trade. Just as important, the
government needs to lake up an extensive pro-
gramme (o repatriatle and rehabilitate the women
after they return from their Pakistani ordeal.

» L]
Peace in Cambodia

There will be much relief but hardly any jubila-
tion over the latest statement of Prince Norodom
Sihanouk, the Cambodian leader, that all four
warring factions have reached "90 percent”
ment over the future course of action. The
accord, the result of long drawn-out meetings in
Thailand, provides for participation of the three
resistance groups and the Vietnamese-backed
Phnom Penh government in an interim adminis-

tration and later in a UN-supervised election.

With diflerences over ten percent of the
still to be resolved hopefully at another meetir
in October one cannot yet talk in terms of a fu
agreement. With deep-rooted distrust dividing all
the four factions and a highly temperamental
Prince in charge of the show, anything can still
go wrong with the eflforts to end the 12-year civil
war in this former Indo-China country. But, then,
if the six million inhabitants of this unhapp
country are tired of continu uncertainty an
the fear of new hostilities, the Ieaders too cannot
but be exhausted of the on-and-off negotiation.

Among the four factions, now joining hands to
work lowards peace, there are really two win-
ners: The Vietnamese-b Hun Sen govern-
ment which has won a fair measure of interna-
tional credibility; and the Khmer Rouge which
had provided Cambodia a decade ago with one of
the bloodiest regimes in modern times. Probably
still the best-armed faction the resistance
groups, the Khmer Rouge will now have a re-
spectable place in the interim administration and
take its chance in the national polls. No one
would be surprised if the election produces a
'Khmer Rouge victory, although the international
opinion would probably favour the return of Hun
mdmlmstratmn in coalition with the Sihanouk

Talki

plan

Meanwhile, a 1988 document, ou a long-
term plan of the Khmer Rouge, just released by
the Associated Press, reveals that this interna-
tionally discredited faction remains determined
to seize power in Cambodia. through a combina-
tion of political struggle and armed actions.
What's worse, the plan appears to be based on a
mh delivered by Pol Pot, the man who ran the

during the massacre in Cambodia 12 rs
ago, dugite claims other Khmer Rouge {::d—
ers that he was out of the picture.

There was a time when an international lob
had asked for war trials of Pol Pot and his clul;z
associates for crimes committed against the
Cambodian people during the Khmer Rouge
regime. This demand is no longer heard, even

Prince Sthanouk who lost one of his sons
during the massacre.
m:ol;tueal realities have ch

. It seems more important now to establish
e el o o

e —e¢s — to trial.
Killing Fields" becomes only a footnote in th
Cambodian history. v s

At this stage, one can only h that all the
three factions which have fought the Khmer

anged the perspec-

at various times, will remain united
Pol and his |

HE crucial role played
by Iran in the dramatic
release of Western hos-
tages by Lebanese fundam-
entaltsts in could mark
the ciimax of the struggle for
political influence between
radicals and moderates Lhat
has followed the Guil crisis.
The moderates seem to have
regained the upper hand.

i

Conllict between conserva-
tive extremists and liberal
pragmatists is nothing new for
the sensitive Gulfl region,
where the 1979 Islamic Revo-
lution in Iran dramatically
changed the strategic situation
and geopolitical attitudes.

Even as iran was in the grip
of severe upheaval, with fits
religious leaders talking of the
‘export of revolutionary zeal®
to the world in gencral and the
neighbouring arcas in palticu-
lar, the first Sulfl war broke out
between Iran and Iraq in late
1980.

Then, in August last year,
came the invasion of Kuwait by
Iraq, just as the region was try-
ing to adjust to circumstances
created by the eight-year war,
a major ofl slump, global re-
cession, plus unsettling fallout
from the Lebanese civil war
and the persisting Palestinian
issue.

At the time, the changes
sweeping across Eastern Eur-
ope and the Soviet Union,
giving birth to a new realism

on supe r detente,
were beginning to reach the

of a rags-to-riches story

of a refugee who built
up a [inancial empire from
scralch, and a large-hearted
Arab Sheikh who helped him
do it.

There was greed and
wheeling-dealing fnvolved, but
no more or less than there is
behind most great fortunes.
Today, the US$20 billion bank-
ing conglomerate is in limbo.
Thousands of small depositors
from Manila to London have
lost their life's savings.

When Agha lHasan Abedi sct
up the Bank of Credit and
Commerce International
(BCCI) in Pakistan in 1973, the
Shi'ite refugee [from India
wanted it to become a 'bank of
the Third World' that would
help developing countries
catch up with the West.

Abedi's vision combincd the
spiritual zeal of a dcvoul
Muslim, the business acumen
of an experienced banker and
the vast oil wealth of an Arab
Sheikh with professed con-
cern for the world's poor.

At BCC's annual manage-
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ANY observers assert

that Gorbachev has no
future. | think he

does.
[t's true that very recently

(before the coup, though)
Gorbachev's authority plunged
to the rocky boltom.
Inconsistent
forms and s r crisis made
him bete noire inside the
country. Opinion polls revealed
that Gorbachev's chances to be
elected President in direct
popular elections probably due
next year were nil.

However, things stood that
badly only until August 19, the
coup. When Gorbachev was
ousted, his life threatened,
wplc lhrm;rg}nut the country
clt a surge of sympathy to him.
The major demand Yl:'lytsin and
other pro-democratic politi-

| clans fssued to coup organisecrs

was Gorbachev's address to the
nation. Obviously, their strug-
gle was not only directed at
Gorbachev's reinstatement, but
for most Soviels and
Muscovites who erected barri-
cades to protect the Russian
Parliament and thé President
which personified democracy
and 3 '

Lacking accurate informa-
tion and grasp of the siluation
after the days of his isolation,

economic re-

Mohammed Aslam writes from Dubai

The 1979 Islamic Revolution in Iran caused a major change in geopolitical attitudes in the

Gulf region. Religious leaders preached then of

exporting "revolutionary zeal” to the rest

of the world, but now it seems the moderates  have gained the upper hand in the conflict

crucial role played

by Iran in the recent rele
in the region following the Gulf War.

between conservative extremists and liberal pragmatists. Gemini News Service looks at the

ase of Western hostages, and at the new mood

Gull states, which have tradi- -

PRESIDENT RAFSANJANI
Pragmatic leader

that the Emir, Sheikh Jaber Al
Ahmed Al Sabah, was ready for
limited compromise.

But there was a sharp shift
in favour of political pragma-
tism — not necessar-

although
fly democracy in the Western

 sense of the word — with the

muste of the US-led mul-
tinational force and with the
emergence of da u con-
sensus at the United Nations,
invo all the major powers.

The Nerce air war and in-
credibly short ground offensive
that drove the Iraqi invaders
from Kuwait in late February
appeared to herald the death
of the brand of radical funda-
mentalism propagated by Iragqi
President Saddam Hussein.

The blow to this body of
opinion was all the more glar-
ing in view of Saddam’s
rhetorical and religious at-
tempts to link the situations in
Kuwait and Israeli-occupied
lands.

The failure of the Pale-
stinian leadership properly to
judge the events and make
correct responses also con-

tributed to the apparent rever-
sal suffered by radical politics.
The Palestinian Intilada
was overshadowed the
nese factions' clout was

E

-

iran’s neutrality in the sec-
ond Guifl war, u the mod-
p of President
Hashemi Rafsanjami, brought
revolutionary regime

closer to the West and to Arab
Gulf neighbours.

The iranians, eager to build
up a carefully nurtured n:—
prochement, normalised rela-
tions with Saudi Arabia, Britain
and, to a great extent, with
France. 3

The radical lobby in Teh-
eran, were considerable power
has been wielded by a vartety
of factions since the 1979
Revolution, saw its influence
undermined by the clear gains
achicved and promised by a
moderate stance.

This was reflected inevi-
tably by pro-lranian hardliners
in Lebanon taking a pragmatic
course which led to the
release of Western hostages

and can lead to permanent
resolution of the issue.

*The other equally important
clement in this Middle Eas-
tern: tion is Syria. Pre-
sident Al Assad took the
opportunity to end his cou-
ntry’s isolation and shed its

ro-terrorist image by upho-

ing the legitimacy of Kuwait
and committing his forces to
the anti-iraq coalition.

A year ago, few could have
ever imagined Syrian troops
fighting side by side with
American forces.

This new-found comrade-
ship with the Western powers
ultimately enabled the Syrian
troops to help President Elias
Hrawi defeat General Michel
Aoun, end the militla control
of Betrut and also to extend
the pro-Western ment's
authority to southern Lebanon.

This had a decistve impact
on the hostage situation, with
the radical and shadowy
groups losing the political rel-
evance of their actions and sale
havens to keep their captives.

The Rise and Fall of BCCI

ment conlerences, Abedi often
ruminated on the "blessings
of Almighty Allah”™ and the
need to “help the oppressed
and the underprivileged”.

He introduced compulsory
deduction from BCCI stall
salaries which went to charity.
BCCI set up a foundation In
London which awarded the
Third World Prize'. South
African [reedom fighter Nelson
Mandela and Zimbabwean
President Robert Mugabe are
past recipients.

The bank also helped set up
the South ine and con-
vened Third World advertising
congresses in Manila and
Befjing.

Abedi's timing was right.
With Pakistamnd lalcnt and Arab
moncy, BCCl grew. When the
Bank of England suspended
the group's opcrations on July
5, BCCIl was onc of the largest
privale banks in the world.

Behind BCCl's success was

The dream of building a Third World
banking empire to challenge Western
financial giants ends in scandal and the loss
of billions of dollars of hard-earned savings
of small depositors. Mushahid Hussain of
IPS reports from Islamabad.

Abedi's partnership with
Sheikh Zayed Sultan Al-
Nahayan of Abu Dhabi, whom
ofl had transformed from a
Bedouin nomad to a billionaire
ncarly overnight.

In 1988, BCCI started run-
ning fhto problems. Last year it
admitied to charges of laun-
dering Colombian drug moncy,
and a grand jury in Florida
jailed scveral Pakistanis for
involvementL.

By then, the bank was
ncarly US$500 million dollars
in the red.

Is Gorbachev's Political Future Bleak?

by Vladimir Markov
Political Analyst, Novosti

Gorbachev launched the old
volley of rhetoric about the
party and the socialist idcal at
his first press conference. In
doing so, he nearly, missed his
last chance, given to him by
fate.

However, Gorbachev's sub-
scquent actions demonstrated
his ability to learn fast. The
new Gorbachev has already
dissolved CPSU ruling bodies,
ousted the Party from eco-
nomi¢ structures, the Army
and KGB, began a scrious over-
haul of all r structures
and displayed his rcadiness for
“business Lalks with those who
want to leave lhe Union.”
Before he avoided these issues
nearly at all costs, apprehen-
sive about possible flierce op-
position [rom many traditional-
ists in the Army, the KGB and
defence sector. Perhaps, he
worricd that radical reforms
might have triggered ofT coup
altcmpt two years ago, when
pro-democratic forces wcre
isolated and dispersed.

say | have returned to
a diffcrent country. | agree. But
you seec a different man before
you too.” Thes¢ Gorbachev's

words al a parliamentary ses-
sion indicale his decisivcness
to further promote peacelul
revolution boosted during the
coup. .
Despite the natural buildup
of Yeltsin's power, Gorbachev
remains the only politician in
the eyes of many, who can
consolidate the entire society
around his alliance with
Yeltsin. Gorbachev's authority
in the country has not only
grown, but also remains high
enough with millions of cau-
tious traditionalists. It is cru-
cial that Yeltsin and Gorbachev
seem to be ready to pursue
their joint cfforts. Thus objec-
tively Gorbachev has not lost,
but, rather, won in the eyes of
millions. Despite verbal ha-
rassment in the Russian
Parliament, he met Yeltsin
halfway in replacing old fos-
silized federal structures with
a new democratic framework.

The USSR president will
retain significant terms of refl-
erence in luture. The Soviet
Union a conlederation or not,
it will rest on a new demo-
cratic system of relations be-
tween republics. Constituent

Sheikh Zayed stepped in
and injected one billion dollars
to revive the bank, giving him
77 per cent controlling own-
ership.

BCC's auditors, Price
Walerhouse, reported insider
loans and suspicious account-
ing. Bad loans reportedly
totalled two billion dollars.

But the regulators did not
move unlil Price Waterhouse
relcased its most damaging
\T/Eon yet on BCCI last month.

en he learnt of it, Sheikh

Zayed pumped in another

republics will hardly choose to
sever all economic links with
other Soviet regions. He will
probably be in of enor-
mous stockpiles of missilcs,
coordination of raw maltcrials,
encrgy and transport policics.
Gorbachev's booming interna-
tional preslige also responds
to the inlerests of republics
and the whole country.

There's one more aspect to
it. Aggravating centtifugal
trends Gorbachevy warned
against in the Supreme Soviet
are explained by the staunch
support the coup organizers
enjoyed from the proponents
of a single Union. Today, some
republican leaders alrcady
grumble that Russia has accu-
mulated too much weight and

clout in Unfon aflairs.

Apparently, much will de-
pend on the personal chem-
istry between Gorbachev and
Yeltsin. need each other
and they may well complement
cach other. If they manage to
forget their old bruises and
fights and try to unite all
democraltic forces in the coun-
try. | believe that Gorbachev
will run for President and take
office again, with Yeltsin's and
Sobchak's (the Mayor of

Leningrad) support.

Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters

are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and
| address.

Save the singing bird

Sir, How much protein
need to preserve your health?
And to procure it should we
eat everything irrespective of
all the species of other living
beings of this world? This
question is haunting me since
| saw cggs of 'Quelle’ bird on
sale at Gulshan DIT Market. A~
do not touch” sign over a bas-
ket of some small black-spot-
ted round things attracted my
attention. After iry | came
to know that these are eggs of
" Quelle” and le eat it for
protein. | had a shock of
my life. All the beautiful
about these singing birds

started hitting my ear. A very
famous song requesting °
Quelic” to stop singing as the
morose lover is thinking of her
dearest, will have no meaning
after some time if we all start
cating the eggs of this roman-
tic, singing bird of our country
or of anywhere in this world.

Certainly we need protein for
our health — but those who are
able to purchase these eggs, |
am sure, are not at all suffer-
ing from lack of protein and
there are so things in
this world from where you can

have ‘enough’ protein. Why
take the risk of jeopardising
the existence of innocent

birds by eating their eggs? |
feel depressed even by think-
ing that Bangladesh, famous for
its singing birds, will have no
more birds on the }@& inches of
the trees to sing, b singer
will sing a song by praising the
musical tone of the birds, no
painter will paint a couple in
love beneath the bough with
the singing bird sitting on it
and the scenery more roman-
tic and artistic.

To preserve our planet
Earth we are having seminars,
discussion forums; lots of arti-
cles and essays are being pub-
lished. But what effect all this
has drawn on us — {f we even

not stop eating a small egg
of as bird who gives us
pleasure only with its exis-
tence, keeps the earth worthy
of living by ﬂnﬂrﬁ.:nd giving
peace to some otherwise de-
pressed and disturbed soul.

| would like 0 draw atien-
tion of the concerned authori-

US$700 million.

The Sheikh was willing to
pour in "a few billion more”
and restructure the company,
but the Bank of England [roze
BCCI assets anyway. Abu Dhabi
condemned the move. His
honour stung, Sheikh Zayed is
said to be in no mood to bail
out the bank anymore.

Late last month, at the
request of Abu Dhabi, the
British high court decided to
postpone for four’ months a
decision on BCCl's tion.
But in Washington, the Federal
Reserve indicted the bank and
Abedi for “the largest bank
fraud in world financial his-
tory”.

Some have cited the BCCI
affair as a conspiracy by
Western banks to b down a
fast-rising Third W compe-
tition, but BCC|] had serious
problems. Its dizzying growth
was not matched by a sophisti-
caled institutional base.

BCCIl also sulffered from
what Middle Eastern and
South Asian [inancial analysts
call a "Third World style™ of
functioning.

Abedi exercised

person-

alised control over BCCI until
his rctirement last year. Bank
insiders say he disbursed
largesse on whim, rewarding
burcaucrats with cushy jobs.
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Balance of Power Tilts to Gulf Moderates

There were also unrecorded
deposits, doctored account
and mysicrious loans.

BCC! branches around the
world were mostly staffed by
offspring of tani and
other important Third World
offictals. The criteria for their
appointment was connections,
not competence. The bank
employed 12,000 Pakistanis,
and most internal memos were
in Urdu.

Abcdi raced ahead of his
rivals in the international
banking world which never
quite accepted him as a
legitimate competitor. In

doing so, he changed the rules

of the game.
"My vision was to be to
all types of people, to “

good repulation and make a
profit at the same time,” Abedi
said in a recent magazine in-
terview, e

Alter selling ofl his share of
BCCl to Sheikh Zayed for
US8500 million in 1990,
Abedi is now convalescing in
his Karachi home, recovering
from a heart transplant. >

Abedi says he does n
blame anyone. His only regret
is that BCCI was out for
atlack while Western banks
which he says arc guilty of far
more serious offences are let
ofT.

But his old [riend, the
Shefkh, whose rcputation for
honesty has been sullied by Lthe
scandal, may not bc satisfied
with that explanation.

ties about this. Plcase save the
birds and its eggs.

Munira Khan
Green Road, Dhaka.

Garbage and
drainage

Sir, The population of
Dhaka city is increasing fast,
rather very fast, — the reasons
are many but that are not my
points of discussion. It was
more or less 2.8 million before
liberation of the country and
now it is well above 6.5 millton
— an astounding risc by four
millions in two decades ! By
now the city has also expanded
area wise with some marked
change in its skyline too. But
its drainage and garbage clear-
ance remain much below an
efficient level simply to the
suffering of the tax-paying
residents.

By experience we know

population pressure in any arca
increases garbage accumula-
tion and renders existing pro-
vision or provisions of drainage
inadequate. Thus it requires of
the authorities concerned [ast

and elficient clearance of
and immediate provi-
sion ol adequate drainage facil-
ity. Otherwise the concerned
locality would cease to be live-
able by minimum standard.
However, the authorities
concerned have replaced the
slow, bull-driven small scav-
enger-caris by fast automobile
garbage Lrucks and are said to
have been trying lo improve
the drainage situation. re-
main just hopelul when
still remains accumu-
lated and rainwater doesn't
find a let out bul only over
(lows the flithy drains In
almost all old city areas, as
well as similarly over
populated arecas around the
posh business district —
Arambagh, Fakirapoeol, Gopi-
elc.
All this not only keeps the

residents stranded in their
houses in a polluled atmos-
phere, but also the other
passcrs-by at bay, despite both
having urgent pieces of busi-
ness Lo do.

We demand ef the authori-
ties more eflicient service in
these regards on an urgent
basis , al lcast in the over pop-
ulated areas ol the city on pri-
ority basis.

Kazim and Lavlu

Quality of products

Sir, Of late we are making a
dent in production of some
consumer llems, that's good.
But that we have no care lo-
wards enhancement of their

q.-lltf.ilhﬂ. s

For example, the -pens
— by now a considerable num-
ber of brands have landed In
the market but none s an Im-
provement over Lhe ecarlier
one. Bimilar s the case with

the maich -boxes.
A consumer



