Come 1o CHITTAGONG Come to
! OK THAI RESTAURANT |
The House of Peace & Rest, The Place of High Class.
We Cordiolly invite you 1o Iy owr Beoutifully

prepared ond Beaulifdly presented authenfic
THAI CUISINE ona SEAFOOD in e cosy
atmosphere of o LOVELY HOUSE.

1443 ASIAN HIGHWAY ROAD, NASIRABAD,
| CHITIAGONG. RSVP CALL TEL: 226803
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 Inside Today Plotters shifted to prisons to live with criminals Hasina accuses | Press given full freedom: Khaleda

The 1979 Islamic

Revolution in Iran
caused a major change
| in geopolitical attitudes
| in the Gulf region. But
now it seems the mo-
derates have gained
the upperhand in
the conflict between

conservative extre-
mists and liberal

pr#'mat‘iﬂts
age 4

Business

The United States has
provided $ 7.6m grant
for improving rural
electricity services
in Bangladesh
Page 7

Metropolitan

Dhaka Day by Day
Jasimuddin’s poems
get life in tapestries

| made at the Skill De-

velopment for Under-
privileged Wom-
en’s Nakshikan-
tha Centre
Page 3

International

The ghost of Stasi still
haunts Helmut Kohl’s
Chnstian Demo-
cratic Union

MOSCOW, Aug 31 : The
Sovict parliament overwhelm-
ingly passed a bill Friday aimed
al preventing future coup at-
tempts while most of the
coup-plotters were sent to
prisons from their comfortable
dachas to share cells with
common criminals, report AFP
and AP.

The resolution, adopted on
a vote of 325 to three, with

Uzbekistan,
Kirgizia declare

independence

MOSCOW, Aug 31
Uzbckistan and Kirgizia de-
clared {ndependence on
Saturday, raising to 10 the
number of republics that have
declared themselves to be no
longer bound by Soviet author-
ity, reporis AP.

In Lithuania and Latvia, the
hated Soviet “black beret”
troops began withdrawing.

Two weeks afller the August ¢

18-21 coup against Mikhail S
Gorbachev began, the Soviet

Union has seen an upheaval
unmatched since the Bolshevik
Revolution of 1917.

Mobilise public
opinion in favour
of referendum :
Shahabuddin

Acting President Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed called
upon all to participate in the
forthcoming referendum on

the form ol government realis-

'ing its significance in national

life. reporis BSS, .
"It is the collective respon-
sibility of all concerned includ-
ing the mcmbers of all local
bodies and political parties to
mobilise voters so that the

See Page 12 Col. 6

BNP founding
anniversary

Bangladesh Nationalist Party

reports

Secretary-Gencral
Salam

on

Feature |
- [BNP) will observe its lhtglhnding
2 . anniversary with elaborale
Bﬂﬂklﬂg and programmes today,
Finance 1SS,
. BNP
L Capital market devgl_ Barrister Abdus
opment needs effici- Talukder, in a statement
| ent institution- Saturday, urged all pa'ﬂy unﬂ:l
and f[ront organisations (o
Hil;::f;rl hoist party flag atop all eflices
I See Page 12 Col. 6

eight abstcntions, empowers
the body “to take legislative
measures and made constitu-
tional changes concerning the
transfer of the Soviet
President’'s full power to the
Vice President” and “delays in
calling sessions of the
Suprcme Soviel” as parliament
is known.

During last week's abortive
coup by hardliners, then Vice

President Gennady Yanayev as-
sumed President Mikhail
Gorbachev's powers aflter Lhe
coup-plotters confined
Gorbachev to his holiday dacha
and announced he was "jll",
Anatoly Lukyanov,
Parliamentary Speaker al the
time and now under arrest,
has been criticised for failing
to call parliament into session
on August 19, the first day of

Soviet parliament passes
bill to stop future coups

the coup.

The resolution also pro-
posed that the Congress ol
people’s deputies — the en-
larged legislature, due Lo meet
from Monday — should hold a
“re-election™ for scats in the
Supreme Soviet.

Yuri Kalmykov, head of the
Supremec Soviet's legislative
committec, told journalists the

See Page 12 Col. 3
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scuers frantically try to recover bodies from

P

mishap on the Dhaka-Narsingdi road.

the ﬂ*fﬂtﬁd truck under ater. At t.e sam
time they also pulled out goods of its passengers. Twelve of a family were killed in the

—Star photo

JP, BNP of

bribing voters
MITHAPUKUR  (Rangpur),

Aug 31 Awami League
President Sheikh Hasina
Saturday charged the Jaliya

Party and the BNP with viola-
tion of election rulcs, accusing
both of "bribing or intimidat-
ing” voters, rcports UNB.

Both the JP and the BNP
are pouring in huge black
moncy to tempt voters to cast
ballots in favour of their re-
spective candidates in the
coming bye-election, she al-
leged. “In sdme cases, minor-
ity voters are being intimi-
dated.”

The Léader of the
Opposition in Parliament
Sheikh Hasina was addressing
two huge election rallies at
Mithapukur College premises
and Vendabari in Pirganj this
afternoon,

Party

leaders Abdul Jalil,

Qader Siddigi and Awami .

See Page 12 Col. 3

Democracy being

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia Saturday under-
lined the need for nurturing
and strengthening democracy
and sustaining [recdom of the
press which are complemen-
tary to each other, reports
BSS,

*Withoult democracy [ree-
dom of the press cannot be
sustained and without preéss
freedom, democracy becomes
meaningless,” she pointed out.

The Prime Mirnister said,
"We believe in the principle of
letting hundred flowers blos-
som.” -

Begum Zia was addressing a

function organised to mark the;

inauguration of the Dainik
Dinkal which is to be pub-
lished under a new manage-
ment of Jatiyatabadt
Prakashani House from today.

| institutionalised

The publication of the dajly
coincides with the founding
anniversary of the Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP) on
September 1. |
The Prime Minister said,
*“Democracy and unbridled
indiscipline are nol synony-
mous. Freedom of the press
also does not mean irrespon-
sible criticism.” Media must
rcmain objective and responsi-
ble, she ac :
Presided over by Depuly
Sheikh Razzak Al the
[unction was addressed, among
others, by Education Minister
Dr Badruddoza Chowdhury,
LGRD and Cooperatives
Minister and Secretary

. General of BNP Abdus Salam

Talukdar, Forgign Minister A S
M Mustafizur Rahman,
See Page 12 Col. 7

12 of a family
killed in
road mishap

From Our Cgrrespondent
NARAYANGANJ, Aug 31 :
Twelve members of a family
were killed and at least 20
others were injured when a
truck skidded off the Dhaka-
Narsingdi road and fell into a
ditch near Bolta under Rupganj
upazila early Saturday morning.
The accident occured near
the Panchrukhi bazar when the
driver lost control of the truck
carrying about 25 people, wil-
nesses said.

The dead were identified by
police as Shohagi Begum (12),
Shanta (10), Bokul (30), Firoza
Begum (70), Jinnat Ali (45),
Qamrul Islam (45]), llabib Mia

See Page 12 Col. 7

India may hand over
Tin Bigha by year-end

The Tin Bigha corridor is
ted to be handed over to
Bangladesh by India by the end
of the year, a Foreign Office
spokesman said in Dhaka on
Saturday, reports BSS.

Talking about the just-con-
cluded three-day official visit
to India by Foreign Minister
ASM Mustaflizur Rahman, he
said a concrete outcome of Lhe
visit is thal all decks are being
clearcd
corridor to Bangladesh,

The spokesman said all
malters of mutual intecrest
were discusscd during
Rahman's talks with Indian
External Affairs Minister
Madhavsingh Solanki including
sharing of the waters of rivers

for transfer of the

Ganges and Teesta.

The Fortign Minister, on
his way to the Indian capital,
had talks with West Bengal
Chiel Minister Jyoti Basu on
the "Tin Bigha" issue,

Other subjects like the re-
turn of the Chakma rcfugees
from India to their homes in
the Chittagong Hill Tracts, bal-
ance of trade, and greater eco-
nomic cooperation also came
up for discussion.

The Foreign Ministcr
called Indian Prime Minister
PV Narasimha Rao, who is well
conversant with Indo-
Bangladesh aflfairs because of
his being the Indian external
aflairs minister in the past.

See Page 12 Col. 8

Govt examining irregularities : Saifur

Delay over KAFCO to hinder

investment flows : <J épanese team

The controversial Karnap-
huli Fertiliser Project (KAFCO)
deal under the fallen Ershad
regime figured prominently in
the discussions of the visiting
cconomic mission from Japan
with Finance and Planning
Minister Saifur Rahman on
Saturday,

Leader of the 48-member
Japanese team Kikuo lkeda
wanted to know in categorical
terms from the Finance and
Planning Minister about the
fate of KAFCO project while
expressing his strong views
over the delay in fssuance of
Letter of Guarantee (LG) by the
government of Bangladesh.

By Moazzem Hossain

“The dclay will adversely affect
foreign investment [lows to
Bangladesh,” Ikeda said during
the talks held at the confer-
ence room of the National
Economic Council (NEC).

Also very emphaltic was the
Deputy Leader of the Japanese
team, Masao Sawaki, who ob-
served that the delay in pro-
cessing the 'multinational
joint venturc was a major im-
pediment to foreign invest-
ment promotion, particularly
that from Japan, to
Bangladesh. The Letter of
Guarantee should be issued ac
cording to agreements signed
earlier between the parties, he

stressed.

The Japanese team,
despatched by the Tokyo gov-
ernment, arrived in Dhaka on
Friday on trade and investment
exploration mission to
Bangladesh. They had one and
a hall hours discussion with
Finance and Planning Minister
Saifur Rahman. The Minister

cxplained the economic poli- *

cies ol democratically elected
government, focusing on mar-
ket-oriented reforms and pri-
vatisation. )

The delegation also had
discussions on the day with
industries Minister Shamsul

See Page 12 Col. 4

Home Ministry sicge Sept 3

By Staff Correspondent

The pro-Awami League
Chhatra League on Saturday
held a rally in front ol the
Secretariat gate and submitted
a memorandum to the Ministry
of Education protesting
Friday's ‘attack’ in the Agri-
cultural University allegedly by
JCD workers.

The organisation also said
that it weuld lay a siege around
the Home Ministry on
Seplember 3 protesting the
incident and demanding the
arrest ol armed hoodlums from
the campuses, reopening of
the closed educational institu
tions and release ol arrested

See Page 12 Col. 8

Pr;ml:e rivercraft
call off strike

By Staff Correspondent

Owners of private rivercrall
called off their indelinite
strike following an assurancc
by Prime Minister Khaleda Zia
that fuel price might be low-
ered in future when the eco-
nomic condition of the country
improves.

In its existing financial abil-
ity, the government is unable
to reduce fuel prices, the
Prime Mintster told the repre-
sentatives of six associations of
the private waler Lransporls

who called on her at her
Sugandha office Saturday
evening

The Prime Minister gave
them a patient hearing and

ordered the concerned author-
See Page 12 Col. 6

Agri Varsity closed

as tension mounts

From Our Correspondent

MYMENSINGH Aug 31

The cultural University
was closed today until
September 18.

The closure came lollowing
a joint meeting of teachers,
Deans, Provosts and the
Proctor of the University.

Halls of the University are
to stay open but all classes and
examinations have been sus-

The joint meeting presided
over the Viee-Chancellor
Muhammad Asadur Rahman
took the decision fol
clashes between workers ol
the BCL and the JCD on Friday,

The remained

tenee -;-2:.“ posted’

to avert any lurther incident.

UNB adds. Aulhorities said
halls were kept open in view of
inter district transport strike.

Classes were held today
with presence of only 15 to 20
per cent students.

Most students lell halls last
night_aflter the clash between
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal and
pro-Awami League Chhatra
League (A-A) allegedly over an
attempted eviction of a JCD
supporter from a hall seat by
the rivals. ’

et
seen on campus ., But

. In ration with the
Chhatra activists of

See Page 12 Col. 6

Japan keen to
promote investment,

says Kaifu

The visiting high-level
Japanese economic mission
called on Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia at her resi:
dence in Dhaka on Saturday,
reports BSS,

Kikuo lkeda, leader of the
mission, handed over a Iclter
from Japanese Prime Minister
Toshiki Kaifu to Begum Zia
during the mecting.

Kailu in his letter expressed
Japan's interest to further
decpen the cooperation be-
tween Lhe two countries in

See Page 12 Col. 3

DU reopens
Sept 17

By Staff Correspondent

The Dhaka University will
reopen on September 17 alter
an unscheduled closure of
more than one month and a
half.

The decision to reopen the
university was taken at an
emergency meeting of the
University Syndicate on
Saturday with Vice-Chancellor
Professor M Maniruzzaman
Miah in the chair, says a press
relcase.

The residential halls

See Page 12 Col. 8

will

Osmani’s birth

anniversary
today

The 73rd birth anniversary
of "Bangabir® General MAG
Osmani will be obscrved today
in befitting manner, rcports
135S :

Differcnt political and
socio-cultural organisations
have chalked oul claborate
programmes on the occasion.

Jatiya Janata Party will hoist
the national and party flags at
the party office at 7 am. A
discussion will also be held at
the same officc at 3 pm on the
occasion.
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