_ Che Baily Star

——— m—

L4

Dhaka, Saturday, August 31, 1991

A Soviet Nuclear
Nightmare

With increasing numbers of the Soviet Union's
15 constituent republics declaring indepen-
dence. and demanding the right to have their
own defence forces, one issue is coming to the
forefront which ¢ould cause sleepless nights in
every major capital of the world, That is the ques-
tion of the USSR's nuclear arsenal. The scenario
currently being envisaged is a nightmarish one,
particularly if the various forces of nationalism
persist with their demand to dismantle the pre-
sent, centralised military structure and replace ft
with several, independent, republican ones.

Consider the bare facts first: the USSR cur-
rently possesses a total of 2,475 strategic launch-
ers armed with 11,248 nuclear warheads. Of
these, 1,392 launchers are land-based Inter-
continental Ballistic Missiles (ICBMs), mostly in:
fixed, hardened silos; there are also, by 1987
count, 155 strategic bombers based on Soviet
territory: then there are 928 Submarine Laun-
ched Ballistic Missiles, currently at sea or at port.

But that is not all. To that total, add 4,000
short-range missiles and bombs carried by tacti-
cal aircraft; then are thousands of nuclear shells,
depth charges. demolition mines, deep sea
mines, torpedoes and various other Lypes of nu-
clear charges in the Soviet armed forces' inven-
tory. The ICBMs and strategic bombers alone are
sald to be based on the territories of no less than
four republics — Russia, Byelorussia, the Ukraine
and Kazakhstan. Tactical weapons are known to
be spread across the 15 republics wherever
Soviet forces are garrisoned.

What happens when, and {f, five, eight or all
Soviet republics decide to become independent.
and grab every plece of equipment and installa-
tions that are found on their respective territo-
ries? The result will be nuclear proliferation on a
gigantic scale,_ with four "new" countries acquir-
ing strategic nuclear capablility overnight. The
others will not only have tactical warheads and
launch vehicles, many of them are also likely to
have the technical know-how and equipment to
produce bombs as well as missiles.

Given that there is a real chance of a civil war
breaking outl in the wake of the USSR's disinte-
gration, such a massive nuclear arsenal sllpll?lng
out of central control could have disastrous effect.
Who can guarantee, for instance, that Armenia
would not be tempted to fire off a few nuclear-
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Global Focus 'Has to be on People'

Winthrop P Carthy writes from
Washington DC

The chief author of the much discussed
Human Development Report 1991, Dr
Mahbub ul Haq, outlines his views on
environmental priorities

ATER and Iand, not
. global warming arc

the rcal {ssues facing
the pcoples of developing
countries.

So says Dr Mahbub ul Haq,
architect of the controversial
Human Deveclopment Report
1991 rclecased by the United
Natfons Dcvelopment Progma-
mmc last May. “Polluted walter
contributes to 80 pcr cent of
all Third World discases, and
land decgradation s the
number onc {ssue for pcasant
farmers.” '

The Human Development
Report 1991 sought lo quantify
and rank mcmber nalions’
economic and social policics in
terms of human progress and
frcedom. The Report touched
only lightly on the global envi-
ronment, perhaps the most

widcly discusscd intcrmational

issue of the decade.

Dr Haq, in an inlcrview
with Depthnews Asla, prom-
fsecd “to devole a spccial
chapler on the environment in
the next rt”. Spcaking as
the Spccial Adviscr to UNDP
Administrator Willam [l Dra-
per 111, Dr liaq contended that
the global cnvironmental mo-
vement, cspecially. in the
industrialiscd world, was los-
ing its focus on pcople,

"What should sustainable
development sustain? IL should
be human life, nol just trccs,
The environment should be
measurcd in human terms.”

Dr Haq says the 1992
Report will carry a critique of
the statc of the world cnvi-
ronment as well as specific
suggcstions for solutions. lle
belicves, for example, that a
simple one-dollar tax on cvery
barrel of ofl could be coliccted
at the point of cxport for a

fund to hel
vironmental problems.

The 19982 Reportl s ex-
pccled to develop Dr Hag's
thesis that waler pollution and
land degradation arc the great
concerns of the devcloping
world while afr pollulion is the
prime concern of rich nations.
But only a professional, honest
and coopcrative ecffort will
solve anybody’'s problem, he

says. ;

The principal author of the
1991 Report, his words carry

L weight. An articulate and

{stinguished economist, Dr
Haq has served variously as
Pakisltan’'s Minister for Plan-
ning. Finance, Commerce and
Economic Affairs. From 1957
to 1970, he was the Chief
Economist in Pakistan's Plan-
ning Commission, directing
five-ycar development plans.

Dr llaq is currently ¢ mem-
ber of the UN Committee on
Development Planning, and is
also on Lhe governing boards of
scveral inlcrnational think-
(anks.

No official United Nations
cconomic document in recent
ycars has crcaled more con-
troversy. than the Human Dewve-
lopment Rcport 199). When
first rclcascd last the

tackle various en-

year,

Report discarded the tra-

ditional mcasure of per capita
fncome. Instcad, to rank na-
tions In ordcr of success, il

" used a lluman Dcvelopment

Indcx, based on a mix of lifc
expectancy, adult literacy and
basic purchasing power.

'Human Freedom Index'

This ycar, UNDP threw an-
other log on the fire by adding
"a nymber ®l refincments”; cit-
fzen's ycars of schooling: gcn-
der disparity (income, job op-

" point 40 key

porlunitics, schooling, ectc.);
natfonal income distribution;
and, mosl contentious of all, a
"Human Freedom Index™ based
on ‘40 kcy Indicators of [rce-
dom.

Dr llaq's insistencc on
“holding up a mirror™ to indi-
vidual countries challenges the
UNDP's traditional reluctance
to criticise specific nations
and practices. .

The Human Freedom Index,
for example, ranks nations ac-
cording to their adherence to
basic frecedoms that are univer-
sally acccpted — with a few ex-
ccptlions.

The Human Developmcent
Index offcrs many country
comparisons. Adult literacy in
Saudi Arabla, for example, is
lower than fn Sri Lanka, de-
spitc the fact that its per
capila Income s 15 times
higher. The United States is
l‘lj'lﬂ' than Canada yet its lifc
expectancy and educational
attainments are lower.

The authors of the Report
faced a daunting task in dralfl-
ing the lluman Freedom Index.
They chosc as their starting
indicators of
frccdom assembled in the
‘World Human Rights QGuide'
(1985) b
These indicators include mul-
tparty clections, precss free-
doms, the rule of law, the right

Charles Humana..

lo travel and assembly, oppor-
tunitics for gender and ethnie
cquality and other democratic
[reedoms.,

The Human Freedom Index
ranked 88 nations. Sweden
and Denmark are assessed as
the most free because citizens
of thesc countries cnjoy 38 out
of the 40 f[recdoms listed.
Because citizens of Iraq could
rely on none of those free-
doms, that country ranks last.

Of the 29 industrialised
countrics ranked, 17 enjoyed
high freedom while seven In
the former socialist block fairly
low rankings. Among develop-
ing countrics, Costa Rica is re-

rded as cnjoying the highest
ﬁ:grcc of fmﬂzmg. *

The other 58 developing
countrics included are almost
cqually divided betwcen: me-
dium and low [reedom ran-
king Romania, Libya and Iraq
occupy the last places.

The Human Freedom Index
is based on 19865 data and,
since then, 18 countrica have
moved towards greater [ree-
dom and democracy by holding
multiparty clections. Fourteen
of the countries granting gre-
ater frcedoms — DBulgaria,
Czcchoslovakin, East Qe ;
Hungary, Poland, Romania,
Sovict Union, Algeria, Bang-
ladesh, Chile, Haiti, Pakistan,

Paraguay and the Philippines —
in 1985 were among low-

- ranked countries with 10 or

fewer freedoms granted.

No country that ranks high
on human freedom has a low
level of human development.
But of the 31 devcloping
countrics which ranked fairly
low in the Human Freedom
Index, 17 experienced low —
and 11 medium — lcvels of
human development

In this catcgory, only three
countrics enjoyed high levels
of human dcvelopment —
Chile, Kuwait and Malaysfa. In
all these three countrics,
which profited from some ex-
ceplional circumstances, a
more ¢ducaled clectorate s al-
ready demanding and engl-
neering many democratic

changes.
Controversy

The Malaysian Ambassador
to the United Nations charged
that the Human Freedom
Index had created “dissension
and controversy.” At UNDP's
Governing Council, Ghana's
declcgate, speaking for col-
lecagues from less developed
nations, challenged the 199)

Report, cspecially the Tluman

‘F'recdum Index.

Mr Draper, the UNDP
Administrator, replied that the
agency “listenced carclully lo
the concerns cxpressced by
Ghana .... and will respond
constructively to those con-
cerns.” _

Dr Maq‘promiscs, ncverthe-
less, that the syslem ol index-
ing countries’ dcvelopment

— both cconomic and
uman — will continue. “Ran-

kings™, he contends, “creale
pressurc for change.”

There is, he f(eels, a new
climate that allows frank ap-
praisals of individual nations'
socinl and economic pro :
The Cold War has ended, the -
"Lost Decade” of the 1980s
signalled "the end of economic
growth®™ in many devcloping
countries, while murder, di-
voree, suicide, drug abuse and
homelcsancss arc incrcasing.

Thesc palterns and trends
have raiscd the question,
"What has cconomic devclop-
ment meant?” Rellecting Dr
Haq's vicws, the 1991 Report
notes, “Thc unravelling social
fabric in the industrialised
countrics shows stlarkly that
higher national fncomes are no
protection against social ten-
sfon and human distress.”

Dr Haq {s scnsilive lo com-
plaints thut UN rcports which
rank the human and economic
development of Third World
nations will given an excuse to
rich nations to reduce aid and
trade opporlunities. lic con-
tends that, Il thcy wish, rich
nations can find an ex-
cusc for not helping. develop-
ing nalions. - :

Howcver, he says, “the mi-
lieu fs right for a compact be-
tween developed and develop-
ing nations™ based on honest
appraisal and the. unifying
aspects of world problems like
the environment.

"We arc trying to capture
the minds of reasonablc peo-
ple,” Dr liaq cxplains. "Reas-
onable people will see thin
rationally. Il Is possible 1o ho
a professionally correct dial-
oguc belween national rep-
resenlatives.”

| — Depthnews

Opposition Fears Imelda's Kiss of Death

Abby Tan writes from Manila

HE decision o allow
Imelda Marcos, former

I First Lady of the

Philippines, to rcturn home

The government of the Philippines is still afraid to risk political destabilisation if it lifts the

Scptember 1989. The ban,
‘remains inst the return of
his body, temporarily burfed in.
Hawail. -'

. . - ’ - oy 2 There {8 no guarantee that
tipped Scuds at Azerbaijan al some stage (or vice- | fter yeare_n 'f‘“f 's @ ban on the corpse of former dictator Ferdinand Marcos being returned from exile, yet it is |, " & 00 S ot i
versa)? On an even higher plane, is it really too g:E:Tlfcnopp:ﬂ:;;“ . happy to have brought back his widow. Any attempt by her to stand in the 1992 elections the corpse around the

. outlandish to visualise a Kazakhstan, facing

at the hands of Yeltsin's Russia, holding

a high number of weapons in so may hands would
inevitably raise the prospect of some missiles and
a great deal of technology [inding thelr way 'to
third countries (Iraq? Afghanistan? Iran?).

Given this scenario, Mikhail Gorbachev's call Lo

maintiain one, central deflence structure stands
lout as a voice of sanity amid a cacophony of mad-

'ness. Boris Yellsin and other nationalist leaders
should consider the nuclear issue with a clear.

cool head and try Lo deluse the mega-bomb they
are sitting on.

Case of Crumbling Tower

There was a disquieling news in yesterday's
issue of this journal concerning the possible dis-
ruption of electricily supply due to damages being
caused (o power (ransmission towers by thieves
stealing various parts and accessories. A disaster
lies just round the corner {f we do not {ake effec-
tive steps to Frcvcnl that which looks rather
petly and smal
a natonal crisis.

The story, according Lo a Power Development
Board (PDB) press.release, is that braces which
are placed into each power transmission tower —
pylon — (o hold it together and make il strong (o
withstand storms and cyclones, are being stolen
by petly thieves or organised gangs. When 30 to
50 braces. oul of a tolal of 250-300 are stolen,
the pylons become weak and collapse at the tUime
of storms or high winds. Recently (n
Jagannathpur, near Bhairab, such an incident
occurred prompting the PDB to issue the press
release. The relecase also relers to theft of other
equipmenl and accessories leading to huge losses
on the part of the Power Board. The thelt of the
braces is of particular concern because the crime
cannol be delected al once — in fact.it can
remain undetected for months if no strong wind

should hit the arca. Once a pylon collapses with. .

high vollage transmission wire cfning down' with
it, the disasler can be (remendous in terms of
loss of life and properly. especially il it should
hapEen near or inside a township.

The question is what ellective steps can the
PDB take to prevent such pillerage? Is perma-
nent soldering of the braces an answer?
Investigation should be launched as Lo where the
thieves are selling the items thal they are steal-
ing. As [or the braces, they would need to be
melted and recast into something else if they are
to be used differently. This process is expensive
and therefore unlikely. The probable thing is that
the braces are sold as il is. In that case it would
be quile easy to find out who Lhe potential buyers

‘are. Police can take legal action against both the’

sellers and the buyers. Is it possible that PDB,
unwitlingly, is buying the same items back when
they are repairing or replacing the stolen
equipment? Allegations of the government being
let down by its own employees have become so
common Lhal a possibility of Inside connection in
such sordid alflairs cannot be ruled out,

With 42 per cent of so called 'system loss',
which is a lerm used to cover up a lotl of unsavory
things including corruption, the PDB has rather
an unenviable reputation. Now comes the story of
(the ‘crumbling tower’. This is likely to erode
their repulation further.

_ A serious ellort by the PDB (o restore disci-
pline within its own ranks and a determined
drive, with the help of the police, to stop the
thefl of its own property will help to restore part
of PDB's losl image. A public awareness campaign
about the dangers of stealing power line equip-
ment may not be out of place. Is it possible to or-
fanise the people of the villages through which
e power lines pass, to prolect the pylons? After

all there is nothing like the public protecting its
own propertly. '

but has the potential of becoming

efeat

the world

to ransom by threatening to unleash ICBMs at
New York or Tokya ?

On a more realistic level, the exisience of such

Cabinct sources said that
the presence of Mrs Marcos in
the Il::'hllipplnt:u will crate dis-
array in the opposition Nacio-
nalista Party, which is yct to
determine which of threce
candidatcs will contest the
Presidential clection ftn May
1992.

The contenders are Vice-
I'resident Salvador Laurel,
Scnalor Junn 'once Enrile and
busincssman Eduardo Cojuang-

co. Nonc has any particular
love for the widow of former

president Ferdinand Marcos,
the man they once scrved
loyally, and certainly they do
not want Mrs Marcos to spoll
their clection plans.

The QGovernment scems
confident that Mrs Marcos
does not have cnough support
among her late husband's loyal-
{sts to present any risk of
destabilisation within the
country.

A more compelling reason
to sanction her relurn was the

ressurc of a dcadline imposed

y thc Swiss Government,

ITH at least two ycars

lo go before a referen-

dum to decide Erit-

rea's status, the ncw nation's

rovisional government (s

ked in an internal debate on

restoring political and cco-
nomic normalcy.

Nol that lifc has cver been
normal for most Eritrcans.
Colonised by the ltalfans, ad-
ministcred by Lhe DBritish; then
anncxed by the Ethiopians
after a Uniled Nations-spon-
sorcd federution, the Eritreans
regard thcmsclves as a colony

that has never been free.

Eritrcan Pcople’s Liberation
Front (EPLF) secretary-gencral
Issajas Afcwerki has said that
he considers Eritrea indepen-
dent.

Butl gctting international
reognition for Eritrea's right
to exist as a nation remains a
top concern.

According to onc EPLF ofli-
clal, supporting the “"democra-
lisation of power™ in Ethiopia
is a kcy part of this proccss.
“Unless there's a democralic
syslem here, it will be a causce
for dcestabilisatfon in the
region,” the officinl safd.

Sir, The anarchy and vio-

lence in Dhaka University is
now well-known o all, A few
terrorists arc tarnishing
name and fame of the institu-
tion. They
the immeasumble sufferings of
the gencral students. The ses-
sifon-jam {s so perennial that ft
i{s now a mere dream to think
of completing
timie. Most of the students are
suflcring scvercly
curable discasc — incurable in
the sense, that, appa
pablc pcrsons, eapccially the
heads of
can believably control the ter-

rorists arc just behaving like

onlookers and it seems they

have no headache rcgarding

the

are rcsponsible for

the course iIn
from this In-
rently ca-

political parties who

* stipulating

could spell disaster for the opposition.

B4ELDA MARCOS
Mixed welcome home 1

that corruption
charges against her must be
brought by December 20 and
that she must subsequently be
convicted belore the Phili-
ppines government can claim

the 836560 million in Marcos

. bank accounts in Swilzerland.

Multiple corruption chargcs
will be filed on October 20 in
Manfla against Mrs Marcos and
mecmbers of her [amily. She
already faccs a total of 29
charges of tax cvasion, filed
'against her in a Manila court

on August |, -
[ .'I:ccudcm“ lo move ahcod

| 'with thc prosccution of Mrs

Marcos had bcen forcecfully
pushed through in June by the
new ecxeculive sccrclary,
Franklin Drilon, who was jus-
tice scerctary at that time.
President Corazon Aquino
was known to be hostile to the
return of Mrs Marcos, She
holds the Marcoses responsi-
ble for the murder in 1983 of
her husband, Benigno Aquino,
and believes they have sup-
ported all-scven right-wing
attcmpts to overthrow her
since she became President.
However, cabinct oflicials
snid the decision was taken as

. .
a calculated gamble to weakcn
the opposition.

And while opposition lead-
ers publicly welcomed Mrs
Marcos’ return, in private they
fcarcd the prospect of her lay-
ing claim to be political heir to
her late husband or to begin
tugging at the loyalty of the
Nocionalista Party. |

With a vast fortune still be-
lieved to be at her disposal,
Mrs Marcos could throw a very
large llﬂnnncr into the plans of
the other presidential aspi-
rants. As onec cabinet officfal
commented : “"They want her
moncy, nol her presence.”

Scnalor Enrile accepts that
her prescnce “will determine
il she stll has inflluence over
the opposition,” while Laurel {s
the only one of the three con-
lenders o announce that he
welcomes the financial support
of Mrs Marcos. He told foreign

journalists recently he would

nol question whether it was

corrupl moncy.

Mrs Marcos has said that, If
there is enough public clam-
our, she might run for
President. . If not, she will
endorsc the opposition candi-
datc. Government sourccs said
they hope that will be the "kiss
of death.” . |

A cabinet oflicial who took

| part in the talks about the re-

tum of Mrs Marcos said : “You
can expect the Government to
throw all accusations of cor-
ruption against the opposition
candidate.”

The cabinet feels certain
that Mrs Marcos cannot
muster support to destabilise
the Government in the last 10
months of its term._of office.
"We want to sec for oursclves
how much she can really stir
up,” said the cabinet official.

In flact,
scems more alfrald of the
corpse of president Marcos,
who die in exlle iIn

Enrtrea : Birth of a Nation

Although Asmara, thc Erf-

* trean capital, rcmains closcd

to normal air traflic, high-

.powcred dclegations, inclu-

ding Issajas Afcwerk!, have
been flying in and out of the
Ethiopian capital for consylta-
tions with EPLF ally, the
Ethiopian Peoplc's Revolu-
tionary Democratic Front
(EPRDF).

The EPRDF heads a trunsi-
tional government hcre. And
the Eritrea qucstion has been
the stickiest point in the all-
Ethiopia dcbate here.

Transitfonal head of state,
EPRDF lecader Mcles Zenawd,
has been at pains to persuade
fellow Ethiopians Lhat sclf-de-
termination for Eritrea nced
nol mcan social disintegration
and ecconomic ruin for
Ethfopia.

The EPLF, which split from
the original Eritrean move-
ment, the Muslim-based
Eritrcan Liberuation Front (ELF)
in 1970, helped to train many

the matter. If thc political
lcaders urge their respeclive
student groups not to vitiale
the academic atmosphere, 1
believe, the campus will be
free from a lot of disturbances.
Then why are they not doing
anything eflective for the im-
provement of the situation? It
{s alleged that the kids of
many of them are studying
outside Bangladesh and are
completing their courscs iIn
time. But we have lo suffer
from the situation hefe.
It is also noticed that

of the solvent familics arc now
trying to send their wards
abroad for higher studies. The
current sftuation at all the
higher educational instilutions
has discou them largely.
But what ut those with
moderate income? | heard a

Leaders of the new nation of Eritrea are
faced with the daunting task of getting inter-
_national recognition for Eritrea’s right to
exist while setting about rebuilding a devas-
tated economy. Dede-est Amanor of IPS
reports from Addis Ababa.

L]

\
of the EPRDF's leaders.
An agreement reached be-
tween the two transitional
governments to open the vital
Assab port in Eritrea to
Ethiopia has helped to over-
come fears that Ethiopia would
losc ils access to the Red Sca.
Meanwhile, the prospect of
political indcpendence in
Eritrea (the name in Lalin
means ‘red sca’) has brought
new pressurcs in the quest for
a viable cconomy. After 30
ycurs of war with Ethiopia,
Assnb will figure high in the
EPLF s plans to revive a devas-

tated coononyy.

Shortly altler asscrting ils
conlrol in; Eritrea, the EPLF
issucd a statcment {n support
of a market cconomy.

3ut how the EPLF plans to
squarc markct-led cconomic
growth with its soclal aspira-
Uons, aimed at improving life
for Eritrea’s 3.5 milllon pco-
ple, s nol clear,

“We are not (or nationalisa-
lfon, nor for cxploilation,”

"Estcfanos Afcwerki (no rcla-

tion to the EPLF secretary-
gencral) said. "We as a very
small population have paid a
lot. The result should not be
another horrible situation for

man telling his son, "It {s {m-
possible for me to provide for
all your cxpenses for cight or
more years,”

However, | do hope against
hope that onc day the gencral
students would be able to un-
derstand everything. Then
they will try to find out who
arc actually responsible for
their distress. It scems to me
the students alonc can solve
thefr problems {f they want to.
Ours was a great dream to
build a happy and prospcrous
Bangladesh. | believe, this is
the t time for the students
to realise what thcy should do
and what thecy should not to
materialisc the dream.

M Hantf

Dept of English
Unlversity of Dhaka.

Envisaging a greener
Dhaka

Sir, Imagine there's no rain,
no overcast sky ever and a
tropic sun over your hcad all
through from April to October
while you are, under compul-
sion of occupalion, out on the
road from ten-to-five cveryday!
You can’t continue your routine
for the whale length and
breadth, | bet, if, again on
compulsion, you're a pedcs-
trian — and, mind {t, in the
city of Dhaka of today, nol of
the sixties. For it would all be a
fecl of sub-Saharan heat when
you're (n thc all-concrete and
no-tree busincss district, the
Motijheel C/A, of modern
Dhaka of the ninetfes.

Over the decades the capi-

‘then again

our pcople.”

Until the mountain fightcrs
of the EPLF drove oul the
"second rcvolutionary “of
former President Mengistu
Hafle Mariam and scized inde-
pendenee in May this year,
therc were two Eritreas.

In the Eritrea of the occu-
pied lowns, Eritrcans could be
jalled for listening to battle
announcements from the EPLF
radio. Yetl Eritrean nationalists
formed underground cells and
fed fnformation back to the
fronl. The other Eritrea could
only be rcached by descrt
racks from Sudan's Red Sea
coasl.

" Behind EPLF lines, visitors

cenlered an extraordinary
world. Decspite the ravages ol
war and perennial drought, a
highly skilled and disciplined
force was building a new soci-
cly from nine distinct Eritrean
nationalities.

At the EPLF's rear basc at
Oroln, a complex network of

tal has been progressively de-
nuded of Llrecs. Albeit some
cye-wash “grove plantation, or
spot greening , is sighted here
or there, but there's no birch
or cedar along the sidewalks to

ﬁmﬂdc a cool-cover up your

Somc lamcnt — and obvi-
ously they have the right —
that Dhaka was much greener
and .cooler those days. But
Dhaka of the sixties and Dhaka
of the ninctics is not the same
city in length and breadth and
population. The laler has
pressed L more 1o bc modern
also raising its skyline. Dut
the experienced
older gencration has its point
to argue : modernisation or
development doesn’'t mean
wholesale occupation of
spaces by bricks even in an all-

. the remaining ghosts of the

the Government Journallst specialising In eco-|

cllorilcss
We just

raising and maintaining
by whatever cffort

Philippincs for political cnds,
in the way loyalists kept his

mother Josela Marcos!
unburied for two . Furt-,
hermore, as the inet ofMicial |

cxplained, the Government
cannol prosecule a corpse.

believes the return of Mrs
Marcos will create only tempo-
rary nervousncss, and Central
Bank govermor Jose Cuisia
predicts there will only be a|
reaction if the loyalists create
disturbances. !

Whatever the outcome, the !
issuc of Mrs Marcos had (o be;
faced by the Government|
sooner or later. As Franklin
Drilon said: “The Philippincs!
will be ridding ftself finally of}

The business community|
[

Marcos dictatorship.”
~— GEMINI NEWS

ADBBY TAN. a Singaporean

nomic and political affatrs, hn.si
been based in Manila since|
1977.

A

mini-factorics, schools, honpl-t
tals and pharmacics — bullt
underground and camoullnged
against air attack — provided
the infrastructure for Eritrea's
social revolution. {

Women fought in trenches, |
and men took turns in!
kitchens and nurseries.

There was no'cash In :‘:lrl:u-4
lation. And the EPLF's mass as- ]
soclations for peasants, work-|
crs, women and the Eritrean |
Reliefl Association dlll.rlbutcdz

sirictly limited supplics:
lhrougl!out the liberated arcas. |

But ‘there was also the
nightmare — like the orphan-
age for 8,000 traumatiscd
children. .

Travel In the EPLF's Eritrea
was always aller dark to avoid
catching thc attention of
Ethiopian Mig fighter plancs.

) l

And at the Nacfa front,
where Eritrean and Ethioplan
armies faced each other for
nine until the EPLF be-
gan its unstoppable advance In
January 1988, rugged hills
were litlered with the carnage
and dcbris of Africa’s longest
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busy city centre.
Dhaka {s.the capital of
Bangladesh, where trees
il only all to.
on't opt for, despite
nced, But, I'm sorry again that
handy sub-Saharan or ME ex-

ample— Lthere people (or for
that matter the authoritics) are
desperate cnough to change

their environment with trecs,
them
required.
pul the hard need belore

any oplion easier,

Can't wec again have a

greener Dhaka, of course not
replacing the bulildings with
lrees,
them
them (the bujldings),
of needs?

Manik Chowdhury

but accommodating
(the trees) between
Just out

Warl, Dhaka



