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Top s

NEW YORK. Au

28 : Top

Boris Becker led
the top five men
into the second
- round of the US .

Open Tennis championships
on Tuesday, but lvan Lendl was

lucky to be among the survi-

vOrs, Reuter,
‘I'Il:m:le-lﬁd Lendl was
taken to the brink of first

round elimination by hard-
serving 19-year-old Dutchman
Richard Krajicek, who had the
three-time champion on the
ropes bul could not deliver a

Ecnnrrfchéd Stefan
Edberg, cager 1o avoid the first
round humiliation he suffered
here last year, also had some
tensc moments before bealing
124th-ranked American Bryan
Shelton 6-4, 2-6, 7-6, 6-1.

The second-ranked Swede

ofl three successive set
points in the third set to force
the tiebreak and gain control
of the match.

"It sort of took me nearly
two hours before | found any
rhythm,” a relieved Edberg
said. " | didn't want to lose to-

day after what happened last

L]

All three of this year's
Grand Slam winners kept alive
their chance of adding a sec-
ond major title.

A bearded Becker, who first
became number one in the
world aflter winning the
Australian Open in January,
defeated Argentine Martin

g

‘Jailc 7-6, 6-4, 6-4 as a

orange ‘sun set behind the
National Tennis Centre.
Becker, the 1989 champion
who claims to have ned
his motivation afler su
defeat in the Wimbledon
to fellow German Michael
Stich, was sharp for a first
round encounter.
French Open champion
Jim - Courier, seeded fourth,
his serve just once on
the way (o a 6-3, 6-4, 6-4 win
over Niclas Multi of Sweden.
Stich was taken to a [irst
scl tichbreak before rolling to a
7-8, B6-1, 6-0 win over
Duichman Jacco Eltingh.
Stich, whoe has more aces than

Patrick, not John — 4.6, 6-

Connors, his 21st
appearance at the as
an unsceded ‘wild . dis-
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eeds sail on

anyone on the men's tour this
year, blasted 18 past Eltingh.

Promising American David
Wheaton, seeded ]1th after
reaching the Wimbledon semi-
finals, advanced with a 6-0, 4-
6, 7-6, 6-3 win ower Australian
Davis Cupper Richard
Fromberg and ninth seed Sergi

rallied from two sets
down to beat fcllow Spaniard
Tomas Carboncll.

Women's [irst round play
went according to expected
form with one minor upsct
when l4th sced Nathalie
Tauziat of France fell to
Argentine Florencia Labat 7-5,
6-4

In a night match, four-time
champion Martina Navratilova,
34, and- the No 4 seed,
seemed lo enjoy her 6-2 6-2
romp over Argentine Patricia

Ivanisevic, Prpic
won't play for
Yugoslavia

BELGRADE, Aug 28:
Yugoslavia's top tennis players
Goran  Ivanisevic and Goran
Prpic, both from the break-
aw? republic of Croatia, havc
said they will not play for
Yugoslavia in the Davis Cup
semi-final against France on
Scpicmber 21-23 at Pau, re-
ports AFP,

The Croatian news agency
Hina reported Tuesday that

the players' decision was taken
because of what it called the

"A(%‘eniﬂn against Croatia" by
Serbian and government

Yugoslavia's non-playing
captain Radmilo Armenulic
confirmed the non-availability
of the two players in the
Wednesday edition of the daily
newspaper Borba claiming that
they been ordered to make
their decision by the Croatian
authorities.

"l know what they really
think. But they are being
forced to hide their truc fecl-

. ings,” he said.

Armcnulic said he would

wait until L 9, before -
ltlgtft‘ru;Lvm st

JIMMY CONNO
Dana Loconto call for the ref-
eree.

When he refused, Lhe fans
who remained booed loudly,
ignoring Loconto's plecas for
order as Connors stood well
behind the bascline, soaking it
all in.

Amidst the commotion,
McEnroe found the
serve and win Lhe game, but it
was the beginning of the end
for the younger brother of
Flushing Mcadow's favourite
bad boy.

Connors won the next five
games (o draw even al two-scts
apiece and bring the erowd 0
its feet. The scveral thousand
speclators who had stayed

Connors broke McEnroc's
serve in the third game but
McEnroe fought on bravely to
the very end, turning the final
set into a pitched battle.

Lendl survives a

Hamiet Challenge Cup [inal.
"He'll work as long as the sees
there is a chance to get back
into the maich.”
bombarded by the
Dutchman’s blistering scrves
and strong volicys through the
first two scls, Lendl never
Even when he he was down
double maich point against
Krajicek's scrve at 5-6 in the

Sanchez

NEW YORK, Aug
28 : After
reaching the US
Open tennis
scmiflinals and
quaricrs the last
two years, Spaniard Arantxa
Sanchez Vicario says she is

ready to win, reports Reuter,

“l think | am playing really
well on the hard court now

and | have a lot of confidence,”
said the fourth-seceded
Sanchez Vicario after opening
with a 6-1, 60 runway win
over Talian Katia Piccolini on
Tuesday.

“it's a possibility, for the
first time, | can say | can win.”

the game on her

country's courts, Sanchez
T:ﬂb,ﬁﬂ Il'ltt:ﬁ_h
Y

S e

poise to'

Tarabind.

"It was a real pleasure Lo be
out there,” said Navratilova,
who had not played a tourna-
menl match since Wimbledon,

Earlier fourth seed Arantxa
Sanchez Vicario of Spain blew
out ltalian Katia Piccolini 6-0,
6-1. Fifth-seceded Amcrican
Mary Joe Fernandez and
cighth seed Conchita Martinez
of Spain also easily advanced.

Mosl of the day's drama
was provided by Lendl, whose
supcrior conditioning, nerves
of steel, vast Grand Slam expe-
rfence and French foreign le-
gion hat helped him to survive,
while Krajicek wilted in the
blistering heat. :

“I said to mysell 'this is my
court, il | go down, I go down
kicking'." said Lendl, who
rcached eight consecutive [i-
nals here between 1982 and
1989. 'I'm not going to roll
over for any

When Krajicek began to fal-
ter in the ticbrecak after well
over three hours in the sta-
dium court heat, Lendl knew

the Dutch teenager, who wore
no protective headgear,

WwWas
on his last legs.

Krajicek, whose booming
first serve was consistently
clocked at over 115 MPH (185
KPH) could barely move in the
final set.

"I was dead. | felt the sun
burning right through my
head,” Krajicek said. "l was
rushing because | just wanted
to get off court so badly.”

Jaite gamely tried to extend
Becker, but was no match for
the three- time Wimbledon
champion on a fast surface.

The Argentine broke
Becker to level the third set 4-
4, but the top seed broke
right back for 5-4 and served
out the match, ending it with
an emphatic overhead smash.

Becker was pleased with his

performance.
"From beginning to end |
served always good. It was

preity good tennis for the first
match.”

But Becker knows there is
a lot of hard work ahead.

"Of the four Grand Slam
tournaments, this is the
toughest one to win,” he said.

onnors thru'

The final game was a mi-
crocosm of the entire malch,
with Connors falling behind O-
40, only to rally back to deuce
and triwumph on the third set
poinlt — a service winner that
McEnroe deflected into the
sets behind the chair umpire.

Afterward, Connors re-
ceived a standing ovation from
the crowd to whom he gave all
the credit.

"The crowd won it for me.”
he said, adding. “They pulled
me through this match.”

McEnroe, who was playing
on the Stadium Court for the
first time, confessed that he
had underestimated his oppo-
nent.

"l thought | had won the
maitch,” he said, "But that's
when Jimmy Connors is his
most dangerous. Obviously, he
got a second wind. Its a great
comcback for him.”

Asked whelher the crowd
was a f[aclor, McEnroe re-
sponded: "I expect it to be like
that. I | were in the crowd I'd
have been rooting for him,
Wo."

Connors admitted things
looked bleak in the third set,
But he refused to give up.

"It wasn't looking good,” he
said. "Once | got on the board
and broke at 3-2 then by game
lifted, by racket felt better, my
leet felt beller and | was play-
ing more like | should have.

"l hate to lose more than |
like 10 win. | enjoy the grind.”

“I'll know when it's time to
stop playing. But | won't siop il
| can kecp going out their and
doing this to the crowd.”

close call

fourth set, Lendl found
strength in the rapidly deteri-
orating fitness of his opponent.

Lendl saved the first maich
point with a return winner,

With Krajicek unable to
move afler more than three
hours in the blazing heat,
Lendl raced through the last
scl in 19 minulcs.

"l always felt | could come
back,” Lendl said.

confident

— with a stun-
ning upset of world number
one Stefli Gral

Sanchez Vicario reached
the French Open final for the
sccond time this year when
she beat Graf in the semifinals
before losing to Monica Seles.

But the 19-ycar-old has also
been adding a stronger serve

She prepared for the
National Tennis Centre hard
courts by winning last week's

Slims
two weeks ago
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seen here afler I'ing one of thé heats for the 100m dash

on Tuesday morning, was shocked by European champion Katrin Krabbe of Germany in
the final later in the day. The defeal in the Tokyo World Championshjps was the first

for the Jamaican sprint queen alfler a winnin

g slreak of 56 races.

— AFP photo

English booters
defy drug tests

LONDON, Aug 28: Drug
tests in English [ootball have

.been abandoned until further

notice alter objcctions [rom
the Players' Union, reports
AFD y< _ Po

The Football Association
tried to introduce the manda-
lory checks on the opening
day of the scason at the
Chelsca-Winbledon match, but
the players rcfused to take
them.

Gordon Taylor, chief execu-
tive of the DProlcssional
Foolballers' Associatjon, said :
"We urged our members not Lo
co operate because neither
oursclves nor the managers
had becn consulted and we
were not made aware of the
methods of testing. the banned
subslances or the penalties.

“I've received the support of
quite a lot of managers, par
ticularly those in the First
Division, which has been
heartening. Now we intend to
Haise with the FA lo produce a
concisc pamphlet on drug-
lesting.”

Rajshahi soccer

Rajshaht Krira and
Sangskritick Sangha drew
goallcss with Sherotl SC in the
Rajshahi Coca Cola Super
Division football league played
yesterday al the Rajshahi
Stadium, according o a UNB
repert in Dhaka yesterday
(Wednesday).

League champions Allied SC
will meet Diganta Prasari in
today's (Thursday) match.

record in Tokyo on August 25.

E Bengal new
Calcutta champs

: CALCUTTA, Aug
28 : East Bengal
won the presti-
gious Calcutla
Super Division
lcague title with a
hard-earncd solilary goal
victory over a fighting Eastern
Raflway al their home ground
here today, rcports PTI.

Needing only one point 1o
regain Lhe tile which they had
won in 1989, Llhe¢ men in red-
and-yellow found the spirited
railwaymen a hard nut to crak
on a slushy ground.

However, East Bengal pre-
vafled over the Railway team
which was reduced to a nine-
men outfit alter the releree
sent ofl two players for arguing

Soviets beat
Norway 1-0

KRISTIANSAND. Norway,
Aug 28. The Soviet Union beal
Norway 1-0 (halltime 1-0} in a
Furopean Under-21 champi-
onship Group Three soccer
qualifier on Tuesday, reports
Reuter.

Scorer: Yurl Tishkov (10th
minule)

Standings (tabulate under —

Played, Won, Drawn, Lost,

Goals For. Goals Against,

Poinis): :

hafy 4 3 01 3 68 6

Norway 4 211 n 45

SovetUwon 4 1 2 1 3 3 4
4d 01 3 1 § 1

over a disputed spot kick deci-
sion.
The winning goal was

scored by striker Kuljit Singh

just two minutes before the

final whistle. Four Bangladesh
stars— Aslam, Rumi, Munna Sr.
and Golam Ghous -- played for
East Bengal this season.

The match, witnessed by an
overflowing East Bengal crowd,
could have ended in an anti-
climax had a briliant attempt
by Railway striker
Nandapradhan not hit the post
alter East Bengal custodian
Debashis Mukherjee was com-
prehensively beaten.

However, the estimated
40,000 people in the ground
were relieved when Kuljit,
alter gelting a ball from medio
Bikash Panji, scored the
maltch-winner with an angular
right-footer.

The vietory brought East
Bengal the toughest league ti-
le in the country. The cham-
pions accumulated 46 points
from 18 matches sp over
three months, winning 14 out-
ings and drawing four. They
did nol concede a single goal,
scoring 23 in total. With this
East Dengal equalled Mohun
Bagan's record of 21 wins in
the league.

Their nearest rivals Mohun

arc to play one more
maltch, but even if they win
that match their tally of points

willbc43donly.

American Carl Lewis'(R) raises his arms in triumph after setting a new world 100 metres

winning ways

LONDON, Aug 27

: Swedish winger

Anders Limpar

was sent off as

Arsenal broke

their season's
duck at the fourth attempt
with a 2-0 home victory over
Luton in the English First
Division here Tuesday night,
reports AFP.

He was shown the red card
after relling Luton's Welsh
International Mark Pembridge
with an elbow off the ball 10
minutes into the second half.

Limpar's dismissal came
just five minutes after Alan
Smith had scored the champi-
ons' sccond goal, but they
comfortably maintained their
to the finish.

Paul Merson had shot
Arsenal ahcad on 18 minutes
when he finished clinically
after Leec Dixon's pass had been
defected to him 10 yards out.

At the opposite end of the
capital three players were sent
ofl as the crackdown on the
professional foul produced an
explosive clash between
Crystal Palace and their new
tenants, Wimbledon, at
Sclhurst Park.

The touch paper was ig-
nited, perhaps inevitably, by
Wimbledon striker John

~ Fashanu before Palace won 3-1.

He was carried off with a
torn thigh muscle an
ugly challenge on Richard
Shaw just three minutes after
notching his third goal In as
many games in the 10th
minute.

in the 33rd minute Palace
goalkeeper Nigel Martyn was
dismissed for brining down
Robbie Earle out of his area
and England winger John
Salako took over the green jer-

Mark Bright equalised in
the third minute injury time
and two minutes later
Wimbledon defender Terry
Phelan was shown the red card
for punching a bright header
off the line. Wimbledons' mis-
ery was compounded when
Andy Gray thumped home the
resultant pénalty.

The drama did not end
there, however, Wimbledon's
Vaughan Ryan being ordered
off in the 81st minute and
early pulling a goal back three
minutes from time.

There was no such Drama
to Liverpool, where record 2.9

million pound W ?ﬂ
Saunders scored his’ first =~

league goal for the injury-rav-
aged mersey siders to secure a

1-0 home (riumph over
Queen's Park
The Welsh International

clinched the poin
unstoppable, left-footed 20-
q‘rht in the 61st minute:

In the Skol Cup third round
the shock of the night was the
2-0 defeat of division
St Johnstone at first division
High Flyers Ayr, who reached
the quarter-finals with first-
E form Greg Shaw and

Celtic also went behind to
first division opposition in
Raith, but they recovered to
triumph 3-1,

Two goals in the last 18
minutes from Gerry Greaney
and Steve Fulton put paid to
the part-timers' gallant chal-
lenge after Alan Mackenzie had
headed them into a 22nd
minute lead.

Ernesto Brazil's

caretaker coach

RIO DE JANEIRO, Aug 28:
Brazil, still looking for a per-
manent replacement for
sacked soccer coach Paulo
Roberto Falcao, named unher-
alded Erncsio Paulo as care-
taker trainer on Tuesday, re-
poris Reuler.

Paulo, who will continue his

current job as trainer of Rio De
Janeiro Club , takes
charge of Brazil for their

friendly international
Wales in Cardiflf on
11, the Brazilian Football
Confederation (CBF) said.
CBF director Jorge Salgado

said a permanent trainer
would be chosen later, proba-
bly in the second hall of next
month.

Paulo is e to call up
foreign-based stars such as
Careca, Mozer, Taflarel and
Romario lor the Welsh game.
The will be named on
September 2, Salgado said.

Paulo, 37.t00ok over as
Botafodo coach, his first ceach-

ing (jab at senior professional
level, two months ago, previ-
ously, he coachcd at youlh
level with various Rio clubs.
Falcao was sacked scven
days ago following a
ment with the CBF alter just
over one year in charge.
Results under Falcao were
disappoin by Brazil's stan-
dards, with wins in 15 full
internationals.

Brazil are desperately trying
lnn-utd:lhhlhtnu:lz:lul

or soccer power. They
were knocked out in the sec-
énd rolind of the' 1990 World
CUP finals and finished sec-
ond in the South American

Championship this year with-
out ever periorming convine-
ingly.

Juventus to

ROME, Aug 28 :
Juvenlus, despe-
rate for their first
league title since
1988, have grab-
bed centre stage

in the build-up to ltaly’'s new
soccer scason which kicks ofl
on Sunday, reports Reuter.

a disastrous scason in
which they finished seventh In
the league and failed to qualify
for Europcan competition for
the first time in 28 years, the
Turin team has been stripped
down and rebuilt for the com-
ing cam :

Nothing less than the
championship will satisfy new
coach Giovanni i and
the man whose word is law at
Juventus: Glanni Agnelli, boss
of the Fiat car :

"We've start from the
bottom and now we'll see what
happens, Agnelll cautiously
told last weck.

He and striker Roberto
Baggio — the world's most ex-
pensive player who cost
Juventus 13 million dollars last
year — have come to an agree-
ment, he added.

"I've told him I'll sack his if
we don't win the champi-
w this year, and he's

. smiled \

This could hwturn out
Lo be Juventus' year.

Of the other tcams in llaly's
big-four, s Sampdoria
will be the team everyone
wants to beat while AC Milan
and Internarionale may be held
back by in :

Two of Internazionale’'s trio
of Germans, Adreeas Brehme
and Lothar Matthacus, have
fitness problems and may neot
lapt the scason out

Brehme has been troubled

z a thigh muscle h:: while
has knee .
Doubts also persist about
Milan's Dutchman Ruud Ouliit
who has had four knee opera-
tions in the past two years.
Juventus themselves are
bubbling with confidence afler
the return of ttond, whe
guided the club to six
titles between 1976 and 1986,
Striker Salvatore Schillaci,
who fafled to impress last sea-
son aller his success as leading
scorer in the 1990 World Cup,
attributes his retum to form
pre-scason
the former

Internazionale

go allout

coach.

"His arrival has been fun-
damental in my improvement,
he said. Lasl scason was a total
disaster but that's all changed

now.

Juventus have s ned
their suspect defence by buy-
ing Bayern Munich players
Juergen Kohler and Stefan
Reuter and have brought back
in an executive role Giampero
Boniperti who was president of
the club in its glory years.

Early results have been im-
pressive. Juventus won cight
out of nine [riendlies in
August, culminating in a
thrilling 2-1 win owver Milan
last week.

Overall, the le
may lack a touch

itsell

nmh—_;mmm
the 25- English inter-
mthmf::lldtlumw
to Bari from Aston Villa for
.45 million dollars last
month.

Platt quickly earned

respect
the pitch with hat-tricks in
two consecutive friendlies —
though his more recent from
has been less impressive — and
he has cuddied up to the no-
tortously fickie Itallan press
with a string of gushing com-
pliments.

but | ke

"Sorry
Italy more cvery day. He told
-pp:ﬁuluhnmhﬂ
week.

Lazto midfiielder Thomas
o, b e
has already

of

signs
well with Glovanni
w-“_tmﬂy of Milan.
But last season's knee
to England international |

Gascoigne has &em Lazio
of what they had would
be their real crowed-puller



