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Dhaka, Thursday, August 29, 1991

We Expect More

e ruling ‘Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP)
set a good example for all ical .
including those which will be in power in
ture. with its decision that no minister can
in any of the by-election constituencies
ere polling takes place on Sept 11, after Sept
. Together with this decision we have the an-
nouncement of the
nee for the Dhanmondi-Mohammadpur seat,
Barrister Zamiruddin Sircar, as the Stlate
Minister for Land. In from his ministe-

; impressed upon all
ting the by-elec-
tion under his own steam that of the party,
without using any of the facilities which once
went with his oflicial position.

The thinking behind the two moves is com-
mw.ﬁc;u&m;?mm?chédthm
couniry a rty in power to uce
the use ?lts oflicial posilion d an electoral
contest. However, one would have liked the rul-
ing party to go further in the same direction,
perhaps by barring ministers from campalgnmﬁ
in the by-elections by an earlier date, if not wit
immediate eflecl. Here, one difliculty was per-
haps posed by the fact that BNP chairperson,
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia, and the sec-
retary general, the LGRD Minister Barrister
Salam Talukdar are expected 'to campaign for the
candidates of their party, notwithstanding their
official positions. In this context, it might have
seemed reasonable Lo the BNP leadership to ex-
tend the deadline for g:rliclpatlun by ministers
in the campa until Sept 7, instead of making
the decision ellective immediately.

Having taken a { move at the right time,
the ruling party should now consider next steps
in the process which, we hope, will meet with
the approval of other parties, especially the op-
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position Awami League. The process is simply one
of separating the party f[rom the state, with their
respective activilies kept as far apart as ble.

Here, a firm rule prohibiting a minister from col-
lecting financial contribution or any other favour
for the parly would be as tmportiant as the deci-
sion by the Prime Minister to desist [rom hold

rty meetlings or welcomning new BNP recruits a

er oflicial secretariat. Indeed, the same rules
should apply to the Leader:of the Opposition who,
it seems, uses her official residence for party ac-
tivities. True, a complete separation of the two
sets of activities is hardly possible. But it is im-
portant to take measures which reduce the mu-
tual dependence beitween the two, the state and
the ruling party.

If the process is laken several stages forward,
we should reach the ideal situation in which the
organisational chiefl of the ruling parly and the
head of the parliamentary group, the latter ap-
pointed as the Prime Minister, are two different

rsons, which is not the case here today or un-
ikely to be Lhe case in the near future. The sepa-
ration ol the two posts exists in a number of
democracies in the Wesl and, at one lime, it was
practised in this couniry, during the rule of
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. Keeping the two posi-
tions apart and, [or thal matler, giving the secre-
tary general of the party a full-time job in the or-
ganisation, without any position in the govern-
ment, would go a long way in setting up the right
type ol barriers betiween (he ruling party and the
state. This would also give the parly chief more
time o concentrale on organisational matters,
leaving the Prime Minister relatively [ree to de-
vole her time and energy to her oflicial respon-
sibilities. Through this ss, the organisation
of the ruling party may well start playing a role
which goes by d}t‘:'fﬂl.lll in many countries, its
watchdog Tole, with the authority to monilor and
evaluate the activities of the government and pro-
vide the Prime Minister with a dependable chan-
nel of communication with the rank and file in
her party — and indeed with the people at large.

Let Nazrul Disc Collection
be Made Public

One assumed that to mislead was the exclusive
ﬂrcmgativc of politcians. But newspaper head-
nes can also be misleading and continue in that
habit. A national daily. you have guessed it — The
Daily Star — on Wednesday proclaimed in a bold
italicised three-column spread 'Artistes sing only
50 out of 900 Nazrul Songs.' It was a rare con-
junction of ministerial and journalistic confusion
— for the journal was only quoting a minister in
its headline.

It requires one to go through the story beneath
rather closely to know that a state minister has
indeed observed that our singers perform from
among only 50 much too familiar Nazrul songs,
whereas he said, notations of about 900 of t
rebel poel's songs were readily available in the
market. The minister also put the number of the
total musical output by Nazrul at 3,500.

If the headline was unfortunate, the minister
should also be requestied not to be so statistics
minded about such things as art. What he p
meant Lo say was thal our rs use [ar too little
a part of the vast treasure trove of Nazrul songs.
And that's absolutely true. The Nazni singers ma
indeed be doing in rounds a total of their
reperiory of about maybe two to three hundred
songs — and not just 50 which the minister must
have mentioned more as a figure of speech possi-
bly. Even in that case decidedly less than 10 per
cent of Nazrul's full tally of songs are in cu '
thanks (o the inertia of our singers. And as for the
fotal tally, it still continues to be a matter of con-

ure. ile the minister's figure of 3,500 can

a very down-to-earth approximation as against
most robable claims ol 7,000 and above, there
is to date no way to settle for even a plus-minus
500 Migure. |

Tagore ence observed il an
vast creations were to survive the ravages of time
— that would be his songs. We know it applies
more to Nazrul's songs. Till the end of the fhlr-
ties the whole of the Bengalee society was much
too intoxicaled with Nazrul's haunting tunes. We

one item of his

are ha that there has lately been a
mcreviva] interest in Nazrul wb’ on bnthnrzidn::lgf
border.

We take the occasion of Nazrul's death anniver-
to request the government to see that the
Nazrul Institute's collection of Nazrul discs
are made open to public by way of pumlnhgm
series of hundreds of casseties of those. That
Yy

be ‘'one sure way to ‘the society from being
bond
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rm o parameiers 0 be
down by law, broadcasting and
lthoutl:& rights. Such cerpo-
rations be allowed to func-
tion in co tition with
Prasar Bharati,” the proposed
autonomous to take
over the government's existing
radio and television [acilities.
The paragraph, neatly typed
out, adorns the desk of
Information and Broadcasting
Minister, Ajit Kumar Panja, 56
whose jnbnt is to translate it
into action within one ;
Panja has embarked on his job
with zeal. but is at the moment
looking for ideas mere than
candidates for running private
channels. Although a dozen
rs have shown an

daunting one which will test
the resolve and ingenuity of
politicians and professionals
alike.

H India opens up to private
television, it will be the single
most significant break from
the closed door society and
economy ol the past. And this
at the hands of a party whose
former Prime Minister, Rajtv
Gandhi, long clung to the view
that India was "not ready” for
private television. The change
came during Gandhi{'s months
out of government. In 1990 he
began to tell reporters what
the rest of the world had
learned long since, that with
satellite television a reality and
global round-the-clock broad-
casting reaching India, there
was no longer any question of a
monopoly on broadcasting, and
that if the government-owned
network was not to lose its au-
diences, it would have to
reform and compete. And what
better way of competing than
with home-grown private
channels rather than imports

India Faces a Challenge of

beamed in from the skies.
indeed. the Ouifl war in
January made CNN a house-
hold name in smetropolitan
India with fits unregulated
rhood cable networks
clandestinely pullllg-dm
signals from Lhe sky. same

thing is I'w:mn. now with
th:‘!t-r signal coming
down over much of nerthern
India on a trial basis from
AsiaSat. "Global television is
here, and India had betler
respond to it — fast,” one
candidate for priva tele-
vision.

of the past two occasions did
the governments concerned
ltve up 1o their promises.
Specaking immediately alier
Rhe 1969 clection, Janata Dal
External Affairs Minister said,
“We have to give Doordarshan
aulonomy before our arterics
harden” implying that in 1977
too much time was wasted in
discussion and procrastination.
Unfortunately, the Janata Dal
government’'s arteries hard-
ened f{aster than anticipatled,
and the move was lost in Lhe
labyrinths of the :
Now Lhe urbane Panja, who

malicr has been discussed
threadbare in Parliament. The
transition is feasible but not
painless. Old mecthods of func-
tioning will have to change,
control will have to pass to
prolessionals and an indepen-
dent authority who will have to
convert a rambling, over-
staflfed and undermotivated
outfit into a leaner, efficient
and goal oriented unit.

But the additional course of
privatization is unlikely to run
smooth. The cxisting television
network has an investment of
over 25,000 million rupees.

Deregulating Television

subsidized by the government.
With India’'s total advertis-

ing spending no more than
about 12,000 million

rupees
last year, there is little chance
of a private national channel
being economically viable — at

least not until per capita
income rises to the point

where -dnn:n&‘-pcnlhl

mul four times.
Couple that with the
absence till

Indeed, the Gulf war made CNN a household name in me
cable networks clandestinely pulling down signals from the sky. The same thing is

tropolitan India with its

neighbourhood
now with the Star TV signal coming down over much of northern India on a trial basis from o

mmﬁﬂmwﬂurWhﬁccwpmdbyMwM“-ﬂh
off AsiaSat causing audiences to tune out India’s oun Doordarshan.

Of greater concern than
CNN and Star TV, with their
limited-appeal English lan-
guage programmes, is the
challenge posed Pakistani

mmes whic well

p
-be Bounced off AsiaSat over

northern India in Urdu, a lan-
guage which Hindi speakcrs
can understiand, causing audi-
ences to tune out India's own
Doordarshan.

The Congress party has
gone much lurther than any
promises of the past, which
were limited to granting the
government-owned network
some form of autonomy along
the BBC or Australian patterns.
Twice before, once In 1977
and then in 1989, when non-
Congress governmentis took
charge the public were
promised an autonomous tele-
vision nctwork. Political inter-
ference, red tape and bureau-
cratic regulations combined to
provide an indifferent and
Ilifeless fare most of the time,
driving audiences to seck
diversity in wunregulated,
piracy-based primitive cable
networks or the video

magazine, Industry.
Needicss o say, on neither

was called to the bar in 1959
from Lincoins Inn in London,
has his task cut out. His first
job is to cut Doordarshan (and
its broadcasting cousin, All
India Radio) loose [rom its

ment umbtlical chord.
There are plenty of draft bills
already writien up, and the

The data is impressive : it has
S00-plus transmiticrs beaming
programmes to three quarters
of India’s population in more
than a dozen languages on a
complex pattern of local,
regiondl and national telecasts
through the . Yet, commer-
cially it is a non-starter, heavily

Satellite dish : Pulling signals from the sky.

Another is to think of leas-
ing out or selling the second
or local channels

such channels may will be

profitable tough they may well

divert revenue presently going
to Doordarshan. -

Loud thinking in the con-
cerned ministry su ts that
the government would not let

private broadcasters have for-
cign exchange, since there is
nonec to spare, but would allow
the import of equipment {f
non-resident Indians dectded
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to use resources W
finance such chaancis. The
jdea has a precedent : non-
resident indians are permitied
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Namibia Begins to Pull in the Foreign Investors

Tony Figueira writes from Windhoek

Almost unnoticed by the outside world, Namibia is already well into its second year of
independence and multi-party democracy. The signs are good. National reconciliation has
worked and even right-wing Afrikaner politicians admit they are pleased. But, whites’
considerable fortunes remain intact-in '‘a land where blacks pose no threat to the economic

HE world has been too
I busy with the afllermath
of the Gulfl War and the
disinlegration of Lhe Soviet
Union to nolice Lhe success of
multi-party democracy in Na-
mibia, a nation torn by bloody
conflict until coming of age on
March 21, 1990.

Today Namibia, with neigh-
bouring Botswana, provides the
example for multi-party demo-
cracy in Alfrica.

“It's working,” says right-
wing Alrikaner leader and par-
liamentarian Jannie de Wel.
His comments e¢xplode old
while fears of black majorily

t rule, fears propagaled during

South Alrica’'s 75-year occupa-
tion.

Admils dec Wel : "We have
totally changed our attitude.
Some people were very wor-
ried when SWAPO (South West
Africa People's Organisation)
won the eleclions, but we got
used to the situation and our
experience is that democracy
is being maintlained.”

According to de Wel, the
most posilive contribution is
the government commitment
to the multi-parly system
established in the constitution,
hailed as onc of the besl in the
world.

Alter the euphoria of inde-
pendence, the SWAPO govern-
ment led by Sam Nujoma had
to face the realitics of nation-
building. Said Prime Minister

Faulty electricity bills

Sir, Harassment of innocent
consumers by giving them
faulty and inflated electricity
bills by PDB has reached it's
peak now-a-days. It is alleged
that some meter readers, in-
spectiors and ¢ ol PDB
have been transferring the
burden of their corruption or
inefliciency onto the shoulders
of innocent consumers, who
cannot connive with them to
keep their monthly electricity
bills lower than the actual con-
sumption in exchange of 1
gratifications : Highly inflated
(some time 2-3 times the
normal) bills are given in order
to pressurize the sincere and
honest consumers to ceme to
an unwriilen deal with them.

On the other hand, it is also
alleged, some other consumers
who have underhand deal with
such PDB stall get their bills at
an abnormally low consump-
tion level than their actual
consumption. With the pre-
sent of meter ing,
billing and overall revenue

- collection system, it seems,
both PDB and {ts honest con-

Letters for publication in these columns should -be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

heirarchy.

Hage Geingob : "It's like build-
ing a house, you have Lo lay
solid foundations. Moulding
one nalion out of eleven ethnic
nations is a big task, but |

think we are succeeding.

"Ons kry swaar, (we strug-
gle),” says unemployed Paulus
Shikongo as he from door
to door looking for work. Most
businesses display handwritten
"'no work,"” signs next to warn-
ings of sccurily protection.
Uncmployment is rife and the
crime ratc has soared in the
capital.

Opposition leaders criticise
Nujoma for the budget delficit,
an overcrowded civil service
and for launching a slale-
owned newspaper into an al-
ready crowded market.

“Still, it's diflerent now,”
said one man. "We are [ree and
we can vote.” A poorly spelled
slogan on the wall at Oshakat{
market echoes his feelings
VIVA NAMIMBIA."

There have been greal suc-

cesses 100, One example :
crealion of a cohesive natjonal
Defence Force from the proevi-
ously warring [actions of South
African-led counter-insurgency
units and members of SWAI'O's
military wing, Plan.

Since the departure of the
United Nations watchdog UN-
TAG, the group monitoring the
transition to independc¢nce,
Nujoma's government has
fosicred the climate of peacc
by giving trade incenlives
bascd on the principles of a
markct economy.

Investors were also al-
tracted through an investment
code guaranieeing free rcpa-
triation of prolits and interna-
tional arbitration in the event
of legal dispultes.

Some major invesiments
have alrcady materialised.
French motor vehicle pro-
ducer Citroen plans a factory
near Sobabis, close to the
Bolswana border, where work
on the Trans-Kalahari highway
linking Namibia to neighbour-

ing countrics has begun.
Another galeway to central
Alrica i1s being built along

Namibia's north-easiern
Caprivi Strip where Angola,
Zambia, Zimbabwe and
Botswana meet. Recenstru-

ction in Angola is expected Lo
give Namibia a boost.

Other milestones include
the sciting-up ol a central
bank. the Bank of Namibia,
which lakces over [from the
South African Rescerve Bank. A
new currcncy, the Namibian
dollar, will be introduced by
the central bank over a two-
year period. During the transi-
tion perfod the South Aflrican
Rand will remain legal tender.

Immediately after indepen-
dence Namibia proclaimed
sovereignly over a 200-mile
cconomie zone along ils coast

and asked forcign trawlers Lo
stop fishing in ils territorial
walcrs.

In April the government
carndd more than USS35 mil-
lion in fines imposced by the

Windhock lligh Court on skip-
pers ol [ive Spanish ships
fishing illegally. Ships, cquip-
ment, instruments and fish
cargoes were forfeited.

In July, a national conlfer-
ence on land reform and land
issues co-ordinated by Geingob
rcached key dcecisions on so-
cio-cconomic equalily and re-
distribution of wealth.

In colonial days farmland
was exproprialed by Lhe
German and South African
regimes. Land was allocated
exclusively Lo white scitlers
and Namibian farmers were
confined lo reserves or home-
lands.

Among 23 resolulions ado-
pted by consensus al the
conference were recognilion
and protection of farm work-
ers rights and prohibilion of
land ownership by forcigners.

Although Namibia {s proud
of its independence, the issue
of the South African-controlled
enclave ol Walvis Bay remains

sumers are put to the mercy of
some corrupt personnel.

In our opinion, privatisation
of electricity distribution sys-
tem is the only solution to this
problem. Formation of DESA
(Dhaka Electric Supply
Authority) is a right step to-
wards this direction. Simflarly
Chittagong Electric Supply
Authority (CESA) should also
be formed.

In the meantime the follow-
ing urgent measures should be
taken in order to save the in-
nocent consumers:

1. Make a system of taking and
documenting meter reading
jointly by PDB stafl and con-
sumers.

2. Notify the consumer about
the date and time of joint
meter reading and docu-
menting at lcast one weck
ahead, so that the consumer
or his representative can
remain present during the
meter reading. No meter
reading should be done
without the presence and
signature of the consumer.

3. Unless the meter reading is

jointly documented, clec-

tricity bills should be on the
average consumption only.

4. Random checking and in-
spection of the works of
meter readers by the higher
oflicials of PDB. Load con-

" neclions {in suspected
houses vis-a-vis their
monthly electricity con-
sumption maye checked.

5. Open of complaint cells in
the offices of Executive
Engineers/Dy. Directors
(Commercial Operations] to
give hearing to thé prob-
lems of consumers.

6. Form Parliamentary Enquiry
Team to look into the
problems of electricity con-
sumers.

7. Electricity Consumers’
Assocliations in each
city /town/U Z Hl Q to moni-
tor and co-ordinate con-
sumers’ problems.

8. Scgregate cach commercial
distribution area by separate
load despatch centres to
identify system loss
arcas.

I would request the demo-
cratic ment to take ur-
gent remedial measures as
proposed above. Otherwise,
staggering system loss may
cross 50% by next 2/3 years
and sufllerings of consumers
will aggravate further.

Sarwar Morshed Monjur
East Nasirabad, Chittagong.

Campus violence

Sir, Many suggestions have
been made, opinions sought,
discussions hecld at regional
and national levels, anxieties
cxpressed, sessions held in
the national parliament to find
out ways and means to cradi-
cate violence from our educa-
tional institutions. But the sit-
uvation on the contrary, shows
no sign of improvement as yet.
Even opinion was expressed in
your item published on the 7th
instant that limited powecrs of
the authority of Dhaka
University seemed unable to
check the violence on the
campus. The poignant question
in whether the laws of the land
are adequatc enough for the
law enforcing agencies to
cheek the criminal activities
on the campus. The answer is
quite in the positive. It should
be borne in mind that the
Penal Code and Criminal
Procedure Code not to speak
of Special Powers Act, 1974,
are adequale enough to nab
law breakers and put them
before the court of law to face
trial. Bul it has been observed
again and again that the cam-
pus turns our laws inoperative,
and the law enforcing agencies
with their combal gears into
incompetent silent observers.
Many innocent lives were lost
at the hands of the law-break-
ers who brandished unautho-
rised firc-arms at the very
nosc¢ of the law enforcing
agencies (with all immunities!).

And unfortunately no onc¢ has
been punished not to speak of
bringing the law breakers and
murderers before the court of
law, as if the campus is above
the law.

It- does not require discus-
sions; seminars, rallies to find
out means to eradicate campus
violence, but determination on
the part of the law enforeing
agencies to discharge their
responsibilities as required in
the Penal Code, Criminal
Procedure Code and Dhaka
Metropolitan' Police Ordi-
nance, 1976 and nothing else.

Nowhere has it been said
that the law enforcing agencies
should obtain clearance before

action nst any crim-

inal activity whether it is"

within campus or without.
And, finally, as a law abiding
citizen | would like to see the
law enforcing agencies dis-
charging their duties.

Zaved Hasan
Dhaloa,

Bottled water

Sir, | am a chemical engi-
neer by profession and a regu-
lar subscriber reader of The
Daily Star since its inception. |
was very happy with the style
of reporting, news coverage
and get-up of your esteemed

ﬂlul recently | was [rus-

. rvalion Ben U

unresolved. Forcign Minisler
Theo-Ben Gurirab, says : "Our
objective is Lo recover Walvis
Bay. to intcgrate it into the
rest of the country.” Talks are
going en aboul posaible joint

In Namibia, any of
racism are nﬂ:ﬁndm.
against the constitution. When
Ouljo owner Burchart Friedric-
hsmaier refused deputy
minister of Wildiife and Conse-
acccss o
his hotel, the cabinet with-
drew s Heence.

The move wag widely criti-
cised by the media and the le-
gal prolcssion as an interfer-
ence in Lhe judicial procecss,
bul many Namibians approved.
A flood of letlers to ncwspa-
pers supporied the Prime
Minisler's stern that
“ractsm will be slamped out.”

Nujoma's rnment is
olten critici for shellering
white settlerism through its
policy of national reconcilia-
tion. Namibian independence
has brought peace and stabil-
ity, but the whiles' consider- .
ablc fortunes remain intact in a
country where blacks still pose
no recal threat to the existin
economic and social hie -

— GEMINI NEWS

TONY FIGUEIRA (s an

Angolan-born [reélance jour-
nalist, now living in Windhoek.

trated secing a report (Aug 16)
under the caption “Bottled
Water Traders on without BSTI
Approval.” To me the wriler
appears either ignorant on the
subject or motivated. The

of my saying so is : Under
existing law of the country il is
not required to obtain the
BSTI1 certification for market-
ing bottled water. Mr. Khalilur
Rahman has misled the public
by his caption of reporting.
Secondly he is also in
reporting the WHO's drinking
water standard. He has only
mentioned the chemical analy-
sis of it while completely
ignored the micro biological
part. Mlﬁer WHO's estimate
70% of the world's infectious
diseases is caused because of
micro biologically pollutant
drinking water.

I would request, to keep
good standard of your datly,
reporiers should be advised to
study properly the subjects in
question. Because faulty
reporting creates doubt in the

public mind and may damage
the credibility of your

newspaper.

Engr. A Matin
Dharnvnondi R. A., Dhaka.




