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This was stated by Shah
Alam, President of the
Bangladesh Dairy Owners’'
Association (BDOA) in an inter-
view with The Daily Star at his
farm in the city.

While giving his reaction to
several provisions made by the
government in the new na-
tional budget for 1991-1992
for the development of live-
stock, Alam said that these
were nothing bul putting the
cart before the horse. The
measures o be taken in this
seclor, as announced by the
government, are bound to [aifl
unless immediate sleps are
taken for providing adequate
veterinary service and regular
fodder supply to the dairy
[arms at reasonable price, he
added. These are two basic
conditions to be fulfilled if the
government really wants to
raise a sound dairy and gradu-
ally reduce the dependence on
imported milk cr at the
cost of our hard-earned forcign
exchange, he asserted.

As head of the 60-member
BDOA Shah Alam said that the
problems faced by the dairy
owners in running their [arms
were almost fdenlical. Listing
some of the major problems in
maintaining cattle he said that
therc was a shortage of quality
grass, hay, barmm, gram, and a
variely ol pulses and oil cakes,
These are largely used as fod-
der. Workers employed in cach
farm gencrally go out early
morning every day for collect-

private dairy farm in the city.

Dairy farming faces setbacks

By Khalilur Rahman

drass in every vacant
s e B meieioth: i @
times in the ning

Arcas.
The workers t grass bil

bit throughout the day and
n come¢ home with a small
quantity which the catle share
among themscives, Alam Lold
the Star. This is nol an appro-
means o procure grass
the animals bul the owners
are forced Lo do it, he admil-
ted. Oil cakes are also very
costly. The price of mustard ol
cake varies [from Taka 6 lo
Taka 8 per kilogram (kg
Rapeseed oil cake is hardly
available.
High price of medicines
and acule shortage of veleri-
narians arc (wo ol the major

g ey

causcs which stand in the way
of maintaining dairies. The
owners suller serious sctbacks
when callle die of discascs

withoul proper treatment.
Essential drugs are mostly
unavailable in the government-
run vetlerinary hospitals and
the owners buy those [rom the
open market at higher prices.
In order to maintain hygienic
condition in the stables phenol
or other disinfectants are ur-
gently needed. Bul high prices
of these ilcms discourage Lhe
owners to use them thus ex-
posing the animals to serious
health hazards. Proper sanita-
tion in cattle shelters can
prolect the animals from a va-
riety of most common ail-
ments, Alam said. He also
pointed out that even an ordi-
nary equipment like the hay-
culling tool is not available in
the country. As such he had to
procure one such tool from
abroad al an exorbitant price.
It is very simple to produce
Lthis sort of equipment locally,
he added.

Another dairy owner said
that the qualily cow is in short
supply. The insemination pro-
gramme undcrtaken by the

vernment for producing

igh breed caltle appcars to
have flopped, he stated. In the
Gablali cattle market in the
metropolis the traders bring
the animals from all parts of
the country and even from
across the border in India. The

CPB hardliners

From Page 1 Col. 7

the commission the party
central commillee adopted the
document to be placed in the
next co .

During the period of the
abortive coup in the Soviel
Union the party central office

was lolally packed with the
anti-Pcrestrotka forees.

They blamed the liberals of
the party who wanted to recast
the party manifesto in linc
with the inillatives of
Gorbachev,

Some of them were found

of the party Matiur Rahman,
Editor of the party paper
‘Ekola’, vocal about the recast-
ing of the party document in
line. with Gorbachev's initia-

i

Hardliner secretarial mem-
ber Manzurul Ahsan Khan re-
th:ln early 1990 protest-

party’'s fully toeing of
Gorbachcv line.

-ﬁi

The centrist forces of the
parly led by Ajoy Roy however
held the rope of the party and
tried to find oul a device Lo ac-
commodate both the lobbies in
the party. _

The main document of the
party already circulated among
the pnrtﬁ cadres onc year ago
will be linally adopted in the
congress wilth nccessary modi-
fications.

The congress preparatory
commiltee of the CPB met in
an emergency mecling Monday
lo asscss the siluation.

But the party lcaders took a
decisfon notl to change the
document on the basis of
which the conferences of all
district commitlces had al-
ready been completed by this

time.

Party spokesman Nurul
Islam told The Daily Star that
the main document would not
be changed and il there was

any nced Lo accommodate

" hﬁ olr:cthnpim t‘;: g::‘ cerlain recommendations by
G grevaling :le .“u:_ one in the document it
ton in the country. would be done in the congress.
At the same time at a cen- le sald thal Lhe party doc-
tral commillee meeting liberal ument was adopted in the cen-
leader Matiur Rahman was also . tral commitice not only on the
asked (o resign his position as basis of Gorbacheéy's new
sccrelarial member sc of thinking, but the prevailing
his rigid stand against th¢ circumstances and economic
hardliners. . condilion of our country had
He criticised the hardliners also been taken into
in the weekly 'Ekota’, considcration.
7 Editor : 8. M. All
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discascd and healthy cattle are
putl on sale logether without
any precaulionary measurcs.
This is ane of the main causcs
ol the spread of communicable
discases among animals, he
viewed.

When conlacted, an official
of the Livestock tment
told The Daily Star that the
velerinary service now awvail-
able in the country is quile
inadequate. He said that the
loss of livestock resources due
to discases was worth Taka
1,400 crore . The loss
could have been substantially
reduced by preoperly develop-
ing the velrinary services in
the country, he added.

The total number of velert-

narians in the country is 1200.
Of them about 150 qualificd
velerinarfans have remained
oul of employment for the lasi
two ycars, Whereas 395 veteri-
nary dispcnsarics at upazila
headquarters have no qualified
velerinarians. The total num-
ber of upazilas in the country is
460. This means that only 65
upazila veterinary dispensarics
have doclors.

A scnior velerinarian now
employed in government job
admitted that drugs for ani-
mals were scarce and despiic
repeated appeals (o the higher
aulhoritics a mobile medical
unit could not be procured as
yet for the treatment of ani-
mals on calls [rom cattle own-
ers in different parts of the
country. The mobile unit was
duc lo have been procured

long ago.

in order lo encourage the
development of the local dairy
the government has planned to
creale a fund out of a portion
ol duty imposed on imported
powdered milk. Part of the in-
vestment of Krishi Bank and
Grameen Bank will also be
madc avaflable to this fund.
The government will ask for
[ree powdered milk from EEC
and othcr countries and the
sales proceeds will go to the
dairy fand. This fund will be
spend for procuring quality
milching cows for distribution
among larmers on easy terms
without interest.

HSC exam

-From Page 1 Col. 4

Khulna-6, Bagerhat PC College-
1, Manirampur College-1 and
Jessore City College -1. The
numbers were 3 and | in
Narail and Jhenidah districts
respectively under the same
board.

Over two lakh students are
appcaring at this year's HSC
examination from the three
boards, Of them 89,422 stu-
dents arc appcaring from
Dhaka Board, 70,754 [rom
Rajshahi BBoard and 50,320
students rom Jessore Board.

Authoritics in the three
Boards opcned 440 centres for
holding (the cxamination, of
which 158 were under Dhaka,
154 undcr Rajshahi and 128
under Jessore Boards,

Our Correspondent from
Comilla reporis: At least 1000
SSC cxaminces were expelled
f[rom 48 centres under the
Comilla Board on the [irst day
of the re-scheduled examina-
tions which began on
Thursday.

One invigilalor was cxpclled
[rom Lhe Ramgali centre and
another 23 in Chandina upazila

centres were asked o refrain
from performing their duties

by the authoritics. Two out-
sidérs were arresled by police
from the Damonpara centre,

News from only 48 centres,
out of a total of 131, reached
the Comilla Board offices till
late last night.

Al least 267 SSC candidates
were expelled from the een-
tres in Daudkandi, 133 from

four cenltres in Cox's Bazar, 36

from Chouddagram, 62 from
Chandina, 4] [rom Langolkot,
34 from Barura, 37 from
Debiddar, 40 from Murad-
nagar, 15 from Burichong 26
from Damonpara and three
from Homna centres.
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lier on Thursday chanting
"Dawn with the Communist
Party”.

Russian Fedcration Pres-
ident Yeltsin, who led re-
sistance to the coup attempt,
has issucd a decree banning
party cells from the workplace.
Today he banned them from
the armed forces on the terri-
tory of his vast republic.

In his six years as Soviet
leader, Gorbachev has disman-
tled much of the party's
power, ending its legal
monopoly and turning author-
ily over to government and
clected parliament. A quarter
of its members have left.

But with 15 million mem-
bers, it is still by far the coun-
ry's largest political force.

Gorbachev Thursday named
officials to temporarily fill the
posis of defcnse minister, KGB
chairman and interfor minits-
ter, replacing leaders of the
failed coup, Tass reported.

Gorbachev named Gen
Mikhail Moiseyev, who has
been chiefl of the Soviet gen-
cral stall, as acling defense
thinister, The 52-year-old gen-
eral succeeds Dmitri Yazov,
who is under arrest, report-

Direclorate, which is respon-
sible for overscas

operations.
It Gen Vasily P Trushin was

conflict with Yazov during the
crackdown carly this year by
Soviet troops on the Baliic re-
publics. In carly January, he

with

used during the Cold War.

"The frameworks of the In-
telligence work are dictated by
our h o human s
and moral principles of the
Sovict stale,” Tass quoted him
as saying in 1990.
Gorbachev's first oflicial act
after arriving in Moscow was (o
fire Depuly Defence Minister
Gen Viadimir L Govorov.

The official news agency,
Tass, said Govorov was be
transferred to unspeci
other work. In his place,
Gorbachev assigned Col Gen
Boris Y :

Relatively little was known
aboul either man. Govorov,
who had held the post of head
of civil defence, had not been
clearly associated with the
coup allempt. Pyankov had
been a military commandcr in

bascd in Novosibirsk.
Go hev's housccleaning

is expecled o continue, but he
did not say what other posts
would be filled.

Likcly candidates for re-
placement include Anatoly
Lukyanov, chairman of Lhe
Supreme Soviet ure — a
change that would legally re-

Yelisin also said he would
meel with Gorbachev Friday 1o
discuss the formation of a new
“government of national trust ”
He said they would discuss
who o appoint to the perma-
nent of kCB chief
and defencc minister.

Earlier today Gorbachev
ordered the dismissal of all the
ministers who conspired
against him in an abortive coup
and announced the start of
criminal proceedf inst

' P | ngs aga

Gorbachev's decree, pub-
lished by Tass news agency,
cancelied all the decisions of
the Emergency, Commitiee
formed by the conspirators
and said procecdings agairist
them would be carried out by
Sovict and Russian lederation
authorities.

The hardline communists
who plotied to overthrow
Gorbachev were rounded up
onc by one today after the
Sovicl president returned to
Moscow saying the coup lead-
ers falled to break him in
three days of isclation.

interior Minister Boris

six of
the other seven putschists,
who sent tanks into the

They _includeed Vice-
President Gennady Yenayev,
who  brieflly usurped
Gorbachev's powers, KGB se-
curity police chiefl Viadimir

he came ofl a
Black Sea hol home, told
Soviel Llelevision Lhe defeat of
what he called this pitiful

handful of plotters was a vie- |

lory for perestroika, his policy
ol reform.

“What they attempted to do
o the President and his family
in thesc days, when for 72
hours they surrounded him
with troops on sca and on land
and wanted to break him —
nothing came of it,” he said at
Moscow's Vnukovo airport.
Related stories on pages 5 & 6
Editorial on page 4

No pragmatic programme
by BNP: Hasina

From Our Correspondent

GOPALGANJ, Aug 22: Awami
League President Shetkh Hasi-
na today said the BNP gov-
ernment has fafled to take any
pragmatic programme (o re-
store the country's economy.

' The shattered economy,
along with a price-hike of
essentials during its rule, has
multiplied people's sufferings,
she said.

Addressing a number of
ublic here she al-
eged t the administration
has proved 'ineflicient and ig-
norant’' about how to face the

crisis.

Hasina further alleged that a
'silent famine’ was prevailing
in the remote areas of
Go j where vi were
taking unecatable things for
survival. She urged the gov-
ernment to take up food-for-
works programme in those ar-
cas

liasina addressed mectings
at Tarail Bazar, Pakutia High
School ground, Singair High

School ground, G T High Sch-
ool ground, Nillfa High School
ground and Gopalganj circuit
house premises today, the
third day ol her tour in the
area. Local AL leaders includ-

ing

The AL chicf said imposi-
tion of Value Added Tax (VAT)
enhanced the prices of essen-
tials and demanded immediate
withdrawal of the VAT [rom all
commeodities.

Criticising the govern-
ment's jute policy, Hasina
called for ensuring fair price of
raw jute and seclling up ade-
quate purchasing centres.

The opposition leader in
the parliament also accused
the BNP government of not
fulfilling its clection pledge of
exempling agricultural loans.

"BNP is a party of the elite
class, not of masses, as evident
from its policy and pro-

gramme”, she said.
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From Page 1 Col. §

The Foreign Minister will
call on Prime Minister
Narasimha Rao and hold talks
with his Indian counterpart.
tle is also scheduled to meet
Indian Irrigation Minister VC
Shukla.

"It will be the first political
level contact between the two
countries in a move to resolve
the bilateral issues since the
newly elected governments of
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia and Prime Minister
Narasimha Rao assumed pow-
ers”, the spokesman said.

During the visil, Bangladesh
and India will sign two finan-
cial agreements on August 27,
One agreement will be ini-
tialed for avoidance of double
taxation and prevention of fis-
cal evasion with particular ref-
erence to the income lax.

The other accord, a state
credit agreement, will be con-
cluded to provide 300 million
Indian rupees for Bangladesh.
The amount will be spent for
import of capital goods, ma-
chinery and equipment for
mutually agreed seclors.

From Page 1 Col. 7

President Gceorge Bush,
who had frozen indirect US aid
to the Soviet Unfon, including
900 million dollars in farm
credit guarantees, said a day
carlicr he was weighing the
possibilily of direct aid Lo the
Sovict Union.

Turning to the longer view,
an EC official in Brussels said,
'We must rethink our technical
assistance and try to reorien-
| republics —
give it the republic touch".

lHle no the Baltic re-
publics were unwilling to join
in the current EC technical aid
programmes because they
were linked with Moscow cen-
tral authority, and aid could be
more ellicient il it were di-
recled directly to the re-
publics.

An EC diplomat said : "The
tendency is towards stepping
up aid, but it must be targeted
80 as 1o be useful. We cannol
pour money into a black hole.
But the dust must settle before
any decision can be expected.
The de factor will be
decentralisation to the re-
publics.” :

He added there is a risk
that, now the coup is all over,
that we forget about Eastern
Europe. There are still impor-
tanl sources of instability in
Europe, particularly possible
dislocation in the Soviet
Union. It remains in our inter-

esis that instability does not
spread to them."

Germany, Gorbachev's bigg-
estl [inancial provider, seized
the political climate of intense
relief to lobby for Western
assislance.

Chancellor Helmut Kohl
will press his allies to back a

three-point plan, his Chiel of
Stafl, Rudoll Seiters, said (n
Bonn.

Bul it was also clear that
Britain and the United Statcs
remained somewhat skeptical
aboul promising massive vol-
umes of aid al this point.

British Prime Minisicr John
Major denied that the G-7 had
falled Gorbachev when he had
appealed for moncy.

Whalt the Sovict Union most
nceds, he said, is "not just
cash but assistance in how to
do things, how Lo establish
private cnlerprises, how to set
up a stock l:uchunﬁ. how o
operate a markets,” he said.

Similarly, a senfor official in

the Bush administration said
the ‘cufrent prevailing view’
was that more economic aid
depends on the pace of re-
forms in the Soviet Union.

- 'Now this crisfs and its res-
olutfon may accclerate the
pace of reform there, and Lthat
would cause us and the other

members of the G-7 to re-
spond,’ the official was

ursday by the Washington
Posl as saying.

West rethinking about help

Italy’'s Budget Minister
Paolo Cirino Pomincino Wed-
nesday, said: "We ought to try
with every means to help the
Sovict economy to transform
itscll as rapidly as possible into
a market economy.”

The argument about which
comes first — aid or reform —
precoccupied leaders of the big
industrial democracies just a
month ago in London at the
Group of Seven summit.
Gorbachev returned home with
promises of support and ad-
vicc, and associate status in
the International Mone
Fund, but no large-scale finan-
cial assistance.

Gorbachev now returns to
Moscow beholden to his fre-
quent rival, Russian Republic
President Boris Yeltsin, and
the radical forces he leads. But
Gorbachev may also now feel
no nced to compromise with
the Communist Party hardlin-
ers who resisted his policies of
perestroika and glasnost.

"Gorbachev has no recason |

now to be compromise-prone,
as he used to be, because the
whole horde of hard-liners just

disap s. They will be re-
rnovcrf:"rm power, thousands
and thousands of people,” said

Boris Fyodorov, a former
Yeltsin aide.
Related story on page 8
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into effect from Augusit

Shahabuddin
From Page 1 Col. §
Khaleda Zia te said,
“This no dnublrhu: ::: possi-
ble as a result of the sponta-
neous and overwhelming sup-
port of your people and is a
measure of the trust and con-
fidence you enjoy among

them.”
"Equally it is a recognition

_of the far-reaching changes you

have brought about inte

and in the sphere of foreign
relations,” the Prime Minister
said.

"We wish you good health
and long life and continued
success in promoting the ob-
jectives that you have set for
yoursell and your nation which
enjoys universal acclaim,” the
message added.

Russia
" From Page 1 Col. 8

AP adds: Earlier Russian
Federation President Yeltsin
told a crowd outside the
Federation Parliament that the
republic had decided to re-
place the red-and-blue com-
prised era flag with pre-revolu-
tionary white-red-and-blue
banner.

BNP workers
block Dhaka-Citg
road for 4 hours

From Our Staff

CHITTAGONG, Aug 22:
Several thousand BNP workers
and su
Dhaka-C

woperding v of b0

l Workers' rights

From Page 1 Col. 7
a wide variely of 'American
trade regulations if they are to
recetve Lhe special free
on cxports the United
o, 1o oows Ay
tries”, ncws ageney re-
ported the announce-
ment | US Trade
Representative’'s Office. &
of child to
lnmapm of
Preferences), facilitics in the
US, was discussed in detadl by
the lcaders of esh
trade and indusiry with the
Director, South Asian Affairs of
the US Department of Com-
merce, Richard D. Harding,
when the latter visited
last month.
¢ leaders of the local
chamber bodies in Dhaka

prised Richard Harding of
lltuluuninﬂan[hdnfnt
ing o child labour and

ers’ rights -

They inolnh:d out that
Bangladesh ratified relevant

ILO convention on the matter.

lold him that laws had

been framed to prolect child

labour and promole workers’
righls in the country.

They pointed out that em-

ployment of child labour in.-

garment [actories should be
considered within the context
of widespread unemployment

and low level of economic de-

velopment in Bangladesh.
The issue about :::ﬁ

mecnt of adolescent gi
garments factorics also
in the discussions.

The leaders of Bangladesh
rade and industlry slated that'
the employment of adolescent
girls was better accepted by
their parents than leavin
them in slums and subjec
to social vices. l

They further pointed out
that ‘the trade unions in
Bangladesh were better organ-
iscd than those in other
countries to salegu their

rights.

From Page 1 Col. 4

sirable economic conse-
quences. |

Meanwhile, with the end of
the 48-hour work stoppage
Thursday, the organisations of
government employees an-
nounced [resh programmes in
their move to realise demands
for an enhanced pay scale and
the refixation of office timings.

The programmes that begin
Saturday, include three-hour
es from 9 am to
12 Noon cvery day till August
28.

_A full-day work stoppage
will be observed on August 29
when rallies and processions
will be held all over the coun-

try. Future pro will be
announced on that day.
Employees in ° different

rnment offices and estab-
hments abstained from work
Thursday to press home their
demands. h:l were also or-
nsed the employeces at
s:tj'lcr:nl P in the city.
Leaders of the employees
continued negotiations with
the government Thursday for
enhancing the lowest basic

-salary in the new pay
| secale. L, after several meet-

ings between two sides, there
was no understanding till last
night.

According to concerned
sources, governmenti remained
adamant on its decision re-
garding the pay scale and the
new Uimings.

Health Minister Kamal Ibne
Yusul and other officials repre-
sented the rmment during
the discussion with the leaders

of the employecs.

Resource constraints

Pay Commission Report
Implementation and ﬂipl'lce

Time Changing Action
Commitiee staged a rally
Thursday morning in front of
the National Press Club where
fresh programmes of move-
ment were announced by
Asaduzzaman Murad.

The leaders of Lhe action
commitice Mir Humayun.
Kabir, Tofazzal Hussain,
Mosharrafuddin Ahmed,
Saleuddin Selim, Md.

, Shahabuddin and others ad-

dressed the rally.

A big procession was also
brought out. It paraded differ-
ent roads in the city.

Government Employees
Solidarity Council also held a
rally in the secretariat

premises which was addressed

Mohiuddin, Rafiqullah,
| Haque and others.

Future programmes of
movement were finalised at
another meetling of the couneil
held in the allernoon. ,

An Employees rally was
held at the Relief Direc
office al Purana Paltan.
Council's central leader Azizur
Rahim addressed the rally.

The leaders of Sramik
Karamachari Oikka Parishad
(SKOP) demanded refixation of
minimum salary in the newly
announced pay scale for the
governmenl employees.,

In a statement SKOP lead-
ers said that the minimum
provided in the new pay
is inconsistent with cost of liv-

The SKOP *also demanded
formation of a commis-
sion for the workers and fixa-
tion of wage al Taka 1400,

Muji
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