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AN UPRIGH

T is in our long-cherished
cultural tradition that we
think of our teachers in
glowing terms, secing in them,
especially in  retrospect,
qualitiecs which transccnd
their academic classroom

care f[rom theirs

dominating our ties.

A touching stery | once
heard of a teacher is that when

he was dying and everything

was getting hazy, he whis-
. "It is getting dark, my
, you may go home.”

Loo back on the lifc and
times of the late Syed
Moazzem |lussain, onc great

TRIBUTES TO S.M. HOSSAIN

The Saviour of DU

by M. N. Huda

University and determined ef-
forts to be made to re-
cover from it, which fell to the
lot of Dr. S.M. Hossain as the
new Vice-Chancellor. This nat-
urally became his first priority,
and he started exploring all
possibilities; saving Dhaka
University from this crisis,
and to bring it back on
rails, kept him busy, mentally
and physically, twenly-four
hours ol day and night.

Dr. Hossain's strategics
were two: (i) importing Pro-
fessors from abroad, and (1)
recrufting students of Dhaka
University who were being
trained in UK and USA. This
was reccived well by Dhaka
University's own producls
trained abroad, who readily
agreed Lo come back lo save
and build their own alma
maler. Of the Professors im-
ported temporarily for [ive
years or so, names are: A.G.
stock and Turner (English),
Pinnel (Mpthematics), Zernike
(Chemistry), Dahm (Law),
Newman (Political Science),
Alsop (International Relations),
and so on; some of them were
weak in English, but each was
‘Jewel’ in his field of spectali-
sation; initial difficulties over,

A.G, Stock would look al my
chances of silling next to some
bright-cycd boys from the
Presidency College of Calcutla
— Zillur Rahman Siddiqui was
on¢ of them — in the samc
class and digest Shakespeare
and swallow Milton day in and
day out.

Dr Hussain was quite firm
but polite in turning me down.

it was them | told him
something aboul my modest
journalistic ambition, with a
just a gentle hint about my flair
for writing in English. Then, |
offered to show him some
clippings of my articles pub-
lished by an English-languagc
weckly in Sylhet. He agreed Lo
give me another interview.,

MY WORLD

quality of the former distin-
guished teacher that immedi-
ately comes to my mind is his
uprightness. This imprcssion
has something to do with my
own admission into Dhaka
University and with my effort
to get a place in the Salimullah
Muslim Hall where Dr Hussain
was the Provost in the year,
1947 when | ventured into my
universily education.

With a poor second division
obtained from sccond rate
college in Calcutla, and that
too in Intermediate Scicnce,
my chances of gelting a place
in the Honours Department of
English Language and
Literature were just as slim as
finding a seat in the presti-
gious Salimullah Hall.

“tll:uh;l:'g my first interview
Dr Hussain patfently
explained to me why | could
nol get a place in his all. It was
obviously pretty hard for him
to tell a student right on his
face that his past academic
record fell below the required
standard. For the same reason,
he doubted if the them head of

the English Department, Ms.

Prashanto Karmakar Buddha (inset) won this
Centre for UNESCO (ACCU), Tokyo, for his photo

Ali

My sccond mecting with
the Provost went ofl far better
than |1 had cxpected. Dr
Hussain [lipped through my
scrap book, | lanced at the
headlines of my reports and
even rcad onc or two pieces
with some interest. Then,
without wasling any time, he
handed over Lo me two short
nolcs, one giving me a place in
his hall and the other recom-
mending to Ms Stock that she
might consider me as a stu-
dent for her department,

What impresscd me was Dr
Hussain's approach Lo the mal-
ter. It was straight-forward
and somcwhal original.

In fact, the Provost could
have adopted a less upright
posiltion in giving me a place in
the Hall and write a letter of
recommendation to Ms Stock
for a seal in her department.

Alter all, he knew my flather
very well, as one of his con-
temporarics, with the late Altal
lHussain and the late Mizanur
Rahman.
However,
upri

being another

my father had turned down my

L man in his own way, °

they and their students fared
qu

ite well.
Dr. Hossain gave his life, as
to secure the services

leachers, sentor-not-
so-senior, and junior, for the
University. He would leave no
stone unturned, to atitain his
object, lLe. to equip the
University so well as he could.

it were,
of these

He would see, contact and
wrile o an who could
help in the matter, Mr. Fazhur
Rahman who was them
Education (and Commerce).
Minister lor Pakistan, ren-
dered substantial help in con-
tacting foreign scholars for ap-
glnlmml at Dhaka University

r specified periods; Dr.
llossain had his personal con-
tact and o every onec
who maltered, and we suc-
ceeded in getling the services
of a number of fillustrious
Prolcssors. Our own foreign-
trained scholars, were mostly
his students. To them his ap-
proach was personal and effec-
tive, and many of them readily
agreed o come and help; and
so they did. This is how the
mosl serious crisis of the
University was handled, and
wWe saw light of day at the
end of the tunnel.

MAN

request to wrile a personal
nole to his friend in the uni-
versily days. "Lel Moazzem
take his own decision without
any pressure from me,” he had
said .

We saw quite a bit of Dr
Hussain at vartous functions of
the hall. In less than a year's
time, he became the Vice
Chancellor and started dealing
with a variety ol administra-
tive and semi-political prob-
lems, ranging from filling in
the void created by the depar-
ture of non-Muslim teachers
for India to sporadic strikes,
one of which called by the low-
paid cmployees of the univer-
sity which saw the emergence
of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman,
then a student of law, on the
political scene. Then, we saw
the first signs ol the
Movement, following the visit
of Mohammad Ali Jinnah to
Dhaka.

Slowly but surcly, the
University ol Dhaka was gel-
ling drawn into tHe political
crosscurrents of Lthe country. A

* quiet and a slightly conserva-

tive man, unused to political
challenges, Dr Hussain proba-
bly wailched the unfolding sce-
nario with a mixturc of alarm
and concern. However, as far
as we could see, he kept this
reaction to himsell. Outwardly,
he was sure and confident, al-
most unflappable and in sym-
pathy with the hopes and aspi-
rations of the student commu-
nity. llis performance has its
lapses, dceliberate or other-
wisc, but in Ume, they were no
more than foolnotes in the
story of his life and time.

It is° gratifying for this
newspaper that the lcading
tribuic to the late Dr Syed
Moazzem Hussain comes from
Dr M.N. Huda, another distin-
guished teacher during our
time in the university, one of
th¢ most affable personalities
we have known in our aca-
demic world and later in the
government when he served as
the Finance Minister in the
government of the late
President Ziaur Rahman.

| | i

year's Okamoto Prize of Asian Cultural
entry entitled ‘Life’.

in the second calegory,
Dhaka U s own stu-
dents (rained abroad who
make themselves available to
rebuilld the Universily, in-
cluded M.O Ghani (Seil
Science), M.H Khundkar and
Malizuddin Ahmed (Chem-
istry), Innas Al and AM

Chowdhury (Physics),
Husain (Chemistry). M.N Huda

ELECTRlErﬁnid-rlhe
kiling us — at  least

wearing us down.
| In his new book
Electropollution — Hoew to
Protect Yourselfl nst It-,
author r Coghill explains
how every items are poten-

tially harmful. Sources of elec-
tropollution include fluores-
cent lights, cellular tele-
phones, overhead and under-
ground power cables, televi-
sions, even your digital watch.

Now, researchers are ask-
ing whether it is more than
coincidence that the increase
in diseases like cancer, ME,
multiple sclerosis,
hyperactivity in children,
allergies and even Aids have
occurred alongside enormous
growth in the production and
use of electricity. We can't see
it, smell it or touch it, but #t

could be responsible for much -

of the stress of modern day
living.

Electromagnetic radiation
is the waves produced by the
magnetism of any eleetrical
current. Scientists have shown
that these electromagnetic
ficlds can affect human beings.

One experiment showed
that when a light bulb was
switched on in one part of a

Calcutta
Revisited

From page 9

thing in what was literally a
swamp — and still is — is
somethi thuﬂnlndm:lm

been sagging interminably
since the forties. But a far
greater achievement that man-

ifests itselfl when you take a

ride on the Calcutta metro is
the civility with which the
crowd — and every individual
in, it — conducts {tself. Then
why do not the same le
behave the same way on
the and not under it?
Part of the question can be
answered — and part of it must
remain at best a
shot with quite a modicum of

mystery.

Whatever may Calcutta
appcar to a newcomer to ft
lpecmllmmm [ar west — this
filthy s of a city used and
abused in the daytime by at
least 10 million people, a
motley composed of poor and
backward filliterate and hope-
lessly placed representatives of
perhaps all of India's thousand
social and economic classes
come [rom perhaps all of
India's thousand districts —
ticks on with incredibly lean
and charming figures of violent
crimes, molestation of women
and road accidents. If one can
very aptly call it a truly free
people's city with its freedom
worn — or rather flaunted —
for everyone to see and
ipate, another can with
application say that it ts the
biggest city on earth of the
small man where the roads be-
long to the pedestrians and
not to the whizzing vehicles
and bufldings belong to their
tenants and not their owners.

" Well, that is but only the
outward manifestation of this
sardine-packed megalopolis
-que:rdplntu the area of a
middle-sized city becoming, in
its own way, the most humane
city — or shall we better say

human — subscribing perva-
sively to and stan-
dard of ° ‘. The

spick and span underground

and the le keep it so
is but :cmnn[lhﬂ

supreme human quality of
accommodation originating in
overcrowding and its resultant

loss but not
R

Nurul Islam,
Mosharral Hossain and Reh-
man Sobhan were founder-
members of the planning
of Bangladesh,
Moazzam is abroad

Beginning from the thirties
Muslim students of Dhaka

E

i
|

f
{

!
!

¢ 1
I
|
;:

i
|

.
I
i

i

I
|

F
_:

|

;
|
i

[i
§
3
:

Electricity : What it

‘and s

8 M Hossain, 1901-1991.

gradually initiated into the
politics of the time. The
Bengal Muslim Students’ Ass-
ociation, and its President A
Waseque werc very close to
Fazlul Huq (not Sher-¢-Bangla
yetl). Pakistan was in the air,
but self-determination by the
students was on the ground.

This urge continued to grow,
and blossomed into the de-
mand for Pakistan, in the
schools and colleges all over
Bengal: and Pakistan was really
born in Bengal du the elec-
tions of 1948. We a big
shock at the partition of
Bengal. A dear friend Nazir
Ahmad became the [first
‘martyr’ in the course of

- Pakistan right on the Dhaka

University campus. Celebr-
ations for Pakistan were warm
ntaneous, but East
Ben had a big mental
reservation and concern for

E
E
:
z

Bengal with non-
Bengalies, and so on and on.

in 1948 and 1649, east
Bengal virtually revolted -
inst Pakistan and the
League; an Awami Musiim

League was formed by Maulana
Bhasani, and leaders like
Shamsul Hugq Sk. Mujib

students
Protests, ra-

Be Doing to You

building, EEG records of peo-
ple in a different part of the
same bu registered the
change. In other words, our
bodies are sensitive to elec-

c e , 80 much

tromagneti
80 that ft can make us 1ll.

The first warning sign came
from the USA in 1979 when
Dr Nancy Wertheimer and Dr
Ed found that children
living next to overhead elec-
tricity lines were more likely
to develop leukaemia. Since
then, further studies have
shown links with brain tu-

mours, depression and suicide.

One US researcher found

that electrical utility workers
were 13 times more likely to
develop brain tumours than
the rest of the population. A
Midlands doctor discovered a

ple living near electric power
cables.

Yet the evidence was there
60 years carlier and ignored.

Roger Coghill describes how,
in 1929, a German scientist

named Von Pohl discovered

that high levels of naturally
occurring

radiation could
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when really necessary
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In the early
Canadian researchers In

Avoiding cross currents
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made the link between
women on VDUs for
more than 20 urs a weck

Ontario law now excuses
pregnant women from
with VDUs. nsation has
been awarded to radar techni-
cians, pilots and ajr-traffic
controllers who developed
cataracts as a result of expo- -
sure to microwave radiation.

Yet it may well be the sys-
tems we are least aware of
that are causing the most se-

~ vere

Radar systems used mostly
for defence purposes have
grown more and more power-
ful since the Second World
War. Men working near the
microwave transmitters of
radar stations were found to be
mole likely to father children
with Downs Syndrome. Army
helicopter pilots who had been
exposed to radar were at more

risk of fa children with
birth defects.
For most, is lim-

exposure

ited to appliances like televi-
sions, VDUs connected to
home computers and electric
blankets, as well as the low-
level radiation from electrical
wiring. :

One living in Ludlow
consulted Roger Coghill be-

cause Were conce
about the eflects of a
electricity substation. All four
members of the family had ex-
perienced distressing sym
toms since into
house, w‘lﬂm happened
to be in line with a microwave
tower a few miles away.

— GEMINI NEWS

Our neighbour's son comes to play with our 4-yr old

!

I don't mind his coming but he breaks the toys and

makes a mess of the rooms. What can I do to stop him? He is

so rough that my daughter does not like playing with him. Do
you think it will be very rude if I tell my neighbours?

1

Yes, it is appropriate for,

you to have a talk with your

regarding their sons behavior.

He is at an age when

boys like playing rough and maybe his

parents know how to deal with it but there is no need for you
to tolerate this. Next time he comes tell him he is welcome

only if he abides by certain rules.

Dear Sabtha,
Wives and mothers are often taken for granted in our
ture. This is because socicty has defined Lheir role and it is

not expecied that they will protest.
women want something more out of life than

The

mother and wife is very recent. Most men and there fore
children have not yet learnt to how to respond to their needs.

Have patience and

bring this up

in
Initiate a serious discussion on this topic. Your family might
go through a new process of learning from which everyone

will benefit.

Dear Mita,
Suppose a husband

should she forgive him?
- the last 4 years. They

‘and cannot control it, what should my friend do?

Dear [fIat,

The person who beats his wife

regularly and then says

sorry should definitely not be forgiven. Your friend is a victim
of abuse and should get away from this situation as soon as ft

is realistically possible. Since you have not given

| am not being able ta give any serious advice. ‘Many factors
have to be considered such as children, financial situation ete.

At this
counselling for both partners.

Run by a trained and
eounsellor, assisted by a

psychologist and lawyer,
tions relating to

and social and In
Please address letters to Mita, The

3257 or to 28/1, Toynbee Circular
Dhaka- 1000.

int separation could be a consideration followed by

Familyand Marriage
team of doctor,

column will answer

Motijheel.



