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Dhaka, Friday, August 23, 1991

Welcome Back

The three days of high drama and (ension In
Moscow, which saw President Mikhail Gorbachev
overthrown and then reinstaled withoutl a single
shot being lired in anger, came as a rude re-
minder of the delicate political situation prevail-
ing in the Soviet Union. More important, per-
haps, was the [act that the [ailure of the coup
demonstraled the irreversible nature of the chain
of events unleashed by the Gorbachev revolution.
The return of Gorbachev, therefore, is welcome

juncture, however, a notle of caution
be sounded, and thal is the role of Boris

The president of the Russian Federation
played the pivolal role In resisting the coup, and
has from the drama as Lhe central figure
in the USSR’'s political arena. While the Soviel
President needs to address this new realily by
accommodatling Yeltsin's views in his policy deci-
sions, the Russian president also ought
to curb his somewhat demagogic behaviour and
help Gorbachev carry through his reforms.
Ideally, there should a convergence of views be-
tween the two leaders, rather than a re-opening
of old battles. Any power struggle beiween the
two could quile conceivably let the forces of reac-
tion back into play.

There is no doubl Gorbachev committed seri-
ous mistakes in his head-long rush towards eco-
nomic and political reforms, which contribuled
to the crisis currently gripping the USSR. Af
times, Gorbachev's atlempts to please both tLhe
liberal and conservalive [orces within the
Communist Party gave his policies a haphazard
and directionless look, creating confusion in the
public mind and instability in the system. The
Soviet President, with his confidence restored in
the democratisation process he initiated, should
now be able to acl with a clear sense of direction
and purpose.

In order to do that, Gorbachev needs to take
stock of the situation first and re-order his list of
priorilies in accordance with the realily on the
ground. Nalurally, the problem of the Ballic states
needs to be addressed on an urgent basis.
Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia have all declared in-
dependence [rom Moscow, which has put
Gorbachev in a particularly awkward position : ac-
ceptance of the declarations of independence
would leave him exposed to accusatlions of plot-
ting to ellect the disintegration of the USSR,
while any action Lo physically suppress Baltic na-
tionalists is unlikely to be acceptable to the Soviet
and world public opinion. At the same time, the
new Union Trealy, charting devolution of power
from the centre the republics, which should
have been signed last Tuesday, takes on added
importance.

The task of main unity ol the state and
pressing ahead with economic and political re-
forms, is a monumental one. The need for con-
sensus within the Soviet polity, and particularly

the Communist Parly, and [ar-sighted leadership
is now vital. The Soviet President is giving every
indication that he wishes to maintain continuity
of government. If sustained, that would be & wel-
. come development since it would create eondi-
tions for continued stabilily necessary for success
of the process of restructuring.

Nazrul in Japanese

We are pleased that a distinguished Japanﬁc
scholar, Prolessor Kioko Niwa, now visiting
Dhaka, has oflered to translate the literature of
Kazi Nazrul Islam into Japanese, by way of popu-
larising our rebel poet among her people. In fact,
she had already done some work in this direc-
Uon. During a lecture held recently at the Bangla
Academy Professor Niwa recited some of Nazrul's
poems in Japanese and even sang some of his
songs. This shows that when she undertakes her
major veniure of introducing our poet to her
people, she will do so as an expert, and not as an
amaleur.

From whal we know, nol enough of Bengali lit-
eralure has been translated into other Asian lan-
guages, one exception being the poetry of
Rabindranath Tagore. It is true that the works of
our novelists and poets -are now available in
English, French and other European languages.
Some research work has also been done on
Sharat Chandra Chatlerjee and few other well-
known personalities of our literature by the uni-
versilies in Europe and the United States.
Unfortunately, a gap exists in the translation of
our literature Lo other Asian languages. It is in
this context that the move by Professor Niwa as-
sumes exira-ordinary signiflicance.

Let us hope that our government will take cue
from the Japanese move and encourage the
translation of Japanese works into Bengall. After
all, cultural exchange is a two-way street.

Closer home there is a great need for the lit-
erature of the SAARC nations to be translated into
the major languages of Lhese states. We cannot
escape the fact that we know next to nothing
about the literary development and the inherited
riches of our very close neighbour Nepal. Similar
is the case with Sri Lanka. In the interest of a
more meaningful cultivation of good neighbourli-
ness, we should begin our part of the two-way
deal by translating into Bengali the literature of
our sister-nations in the SAARC. Tagore is well
known throughout this region. The next great
man the neighbours would be interested to
translate in their turn, we have no doubt, would
be Nazrul.

We are gralified that a scholar from Japan has
set the train of such promising possibilities for
our literature in motion.

here are 12 head ol live-
stock por person In
Mongolia, but  the
grocery shops of Ulan Balor are
sorry places. In one, 12 while
enamelled trays for meatl lie
empty. There are a few bottes
of yoghurt on the shelves, no
bread, but a lot of salt and some
rationed flour, rice and cooking

unwrapping the
for the scrutiny of a potential

customer.

Among Lhe pitifully small
range ol goods on sale, the few
pills and ampoules and other
pharmacculicals arc the most
sought afler. "We go 1o the doc-
tor, he prescribes a drug, then
we go lo the pharmacy and
there is nothing there,” said
onc marketl-goer, "so we have to
come hcere and buy medicine
from each other.”

Last ycar, Mongolia held its
first free, multi-party elections.
The communist were returned
to power, but the opposition
gained a loud voice in parlia-

menl, and were given impor-
O power has won a
notable victory in
Bangladesh. After a week of
agitation culminating in two
days of strect violence, the
school students of Dhaka city
have successfully compelled
the government Lo abandon
some proposed changes in the
SSC examination system. It
appcars [rom ncwspaper
reports (e.g. the Daily Star,
August 19), that Lthe govern-
ment surrendered not because
it realised that thec proposed
changes wcere un-wise, but
simply in the interest of
"peace and discipline.”
However, unlike on previ-
ous occasions when student
power demonsiraled its efli-
cacy, moslt recently and
notably in the anti-autocracy
movemenl, my heart does not
leap up wilh joy and pride. Nor
do | feel inclined Lo congratu-
late the government on its far-
sightecdness and moderation.
In fact, my heart is [ull of mis-
giving and apprchension. For,
by this surrender the govern-
ment has sent a clear message

to all potentially disallected
HE Ja sc
ment Eu described

I Foreign Minister Taro

Nakayama's recent four-day
visit to Vietnam — the first by a
Japancse loreign minister to
the South-cast Asian nation
since 1972 — as a peace mis-
sion.
Bul some frreverenlt wags
here ask if that shouldn't be
"piece mission”, that is, a mis-
sion to grab a picee of the
action.

The play on words rclates
to why Japan is anxious Lo scc
peace in Cambodia. Nakayama
went to Vietnam to urge llanof
to pressure the Phnom Penh
government it helped instal o
settle the 12-ycar-old
Cambodian civil war.

Behind Tokyo's warm-
hearted interest in bringing an
end to war is an even hotler
desire to scrve its national
sell-interest: exceptionally
valuable oil concessions ofl the
coast of Vietnam.

Vietnam, reeling from the
loss of Sovict aid and the need
for hard currency to pay for its
imports, is raflling off rights to
foreign companies Lo drill for
its substantial, high-grade ol
deposils — estimaled to yicld
from 300,000 to 500,000 bar-
rels of oil a day over the next
15 ycars — in its territorial

nce again, student

goverm-
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Islamic spirits

Sir, Foreign Sec led a
five-member Bangladesh dele-
gation o the 20th conference
ol forcign minsters of Islamic
countries held in Turkey re-
cently. The conference. autho-
rized specialized agencies to
help cyclone-battered

Bangladesh.

Over 80% Muslims together
with Hindus, Christians,
Buddhists, and others charac-
terize adeshi population
of 110 million. Islam has re-

cently been sanclified as the
state religion despite
widespread demands for secu-
larism as a stale principle.

Catherine Sampson writes from Beijing

The Central Asian state of Mongolia is described as having "unlimited potential.” It has vast
mineral reserves and a literate population, yet now it could not, as a senior politician says,
manufacture even a sweet. The country has been chronically dependent on the Soviet Union
and much of its trade has been barter. But Mongolia recently held its first multi-party elections
and has embarked on a path of radical free market reform.

Cnion has not pasd

Baker, on an ideological mission economic

tant minisicrial positions.

Mongolia's flledgling democ- 10 promole democracy and the the Soviet
racy has adopled a serics of free market in Asta. has been one eent for the llplc'
radical economic reforms, with

ulling pressure on western al-
ﬂtl o come up with cash for

Mongolia. The West does not

scC country as a bollomlcss

bul as a land of almost limit-

ss poleatial once L gels

through the next few months of

economic reform. I

boasis a literacy

rale of more than 90 per cent,
and vast reserves of minerals.

the intention of creating a mar-
ket . Al the same lime,
it has broken away from
decades of dependence on the
Sovict Unjon and tried to go #t
alone.

However, with the loss of
Soviel financial support, as one
diplomat based in Ulan Bator
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says, “The are in

dcsperate shape.” Foreign Shortage of medicine s
economiists calculate that by the L“roh-blylum-cult prob-
end of the ycar Mongplia will ; may be eating less,

lacc 20 per cent urban unem-
ployment, 200 per cent inflla-
tion and a 20 per cent drop in

GNP.
Despite having vowed never

again to look to un:lg: powers
or o heaven for lp, the
Mongolians arc now lorced o
look 0 the Wesl for emergency
aid.

With a population of only two
million, the amounts Mongolia
nceds are not huge. Economists
cstimate they nced USS$200
million in aid, $30 million of
that before the winter comes.
Mongolian oflictals are opli-
mistic that they will get the aid,
but not that they will get 1t fast
enough.

US Secretlary of State, James

: Ministcr of llcalth
suggesis, however, Lhat people
are d from a shortage of
basic icines. |le points to a
10 per cent rise In infant mor-

lality in the first six months of
this ycar as prool.
There is one tical

plan in Mongolia, and it pro-

duces just 10 per cent of the
couniry’'s requirements.

Traditionally, the other 90 per

cent, like cverything else in

Mongolia, was imported from
the Sowviet Union.

To add insult to injury,

Moscow has imposed a customs
per cenl on

to the Soviet

duty of 1000

With the of the so-
cialist trading bloc, hard cur-
has n the place of ing

Student Power and Democracy

by Abu Abdullah

groups : il you want conces-
sions, takce to the strects and
throw stoncs. This makes a
travesty of Lthe democralie
process and the rule of law.

And in the longer run, it en-

dangers peace and discipline
by rewarding vislence and
indiscipline.

True, in a democracy indi-
viduals as well as groups must
have the right to protest
against governmenl decisions,
and to gct an honest, palient
and sympathelic hcaring. But
there are legitimate forms of
protcst, and legitimale chan-
nels through which the
protests can be forwarded o
the authorilics. In an autoc-
gacy, these legitimale channels
are nonexistent or incllica-
cious. This is preciscly why
against an aulocracy, morc cx-
treme forms of prolest become

legitimate. A democratic

ernment, on the other hand,
must kecp the legitimale
channels open, and must at

J apan

Education has traditionally
becen an arca where adults
dectde what non-adults should
lcarn, how they should be
taught, and how their compe-

lenee should be tested. It is .

truc that in our country the
lcacher-student relationship

has probably becn more one-

Decisions reached by, one as-
sumcs, compelenl education-
ists on what cvaluation rules
would be more rellable and
lcss susccpt’ble Lo unfair prac-
lUces, are nol to be thrown oul
just because Lthose to whom
the rules are going to be
applicd lake o Lthe strects.

True, in a democracy individuals as well as groupe

must have the right to protest against government
decisions, and to get an honest, patient and

sympathetic hearing. But there are
of protest, and legitimate channels

forms
which

the protests can be forwarded to the

sided and less participatory
than it should be. Never-
theless, the basic idea is right
and cannol be scuttled.
Students by definition do not
yct know enough Lo dictate the
criteria by which their per-
formance should be evaluated.

It should be clear that the
problcm is a gencral one that
lransccnds Lthe cvents of the
last week. Many other ps
arc raising dcmands, many
morc will do so. That is what
democracy is all about — pro-
vided all parties respect the

approved mecans (o voice thelr
demands and rcgister their
protests. Any infringement of
these rules must not be toler-
ated, or our hard-won and
sifll-fragile democracy will be
in mortal dangcr.

the same time be absolulely
determined Lo disallow fllegit-
imate forms ol protest.

Who decides what forms of
prolest are legitimatle ? The
government must do this, and
must do Lhis explicitly and
unambiguously. We already
have a [airly good ideal about
this from practices in other
democratic countries. Writing
in papers, lobbying one's MP,
petitioning the appropriate
minister, even ul pro-

cessions and strikes, are legit- -

imate. Street vielence and
wilful damage to property arc

not. A government Lhat gives in
to such taclics makes itsell

hoslage o any and every sell-

Rushing to Grab a Piece of Vietham

walcrs.,

Bul Japanc¢se com fes
have not yet submitled bids
and, like US oil companics,
risk missing the chance o
take partl unless the [reeze im-
poscd by Washinglon, and sup-
ported by Tokyo, on trade and
investment with Victnam is
soon abolished. -

Washinglon declared the
economic ¢cmbargo al the end
of the Vietnam war, and
extended it aflter Vietnam in-
vaded neighbouring Cambodia
in late 1978. Its lifting has
becn made contingent upon
the peaceful settiement of the
Cambodian civil war that
ensucd.

That goal has appecarcd near
in recent months, triggering a
rush by major Japanese com-
panics to establish offices and
contacts in Vietnam. Although
not forbidden by Tokyo to
trade with resource-rich
Victnam, big Japancsc com-
panics held back for ycars, not
wishing to offend either their
own government, or the

Japanese companies are rushing to set up

offices and contacts

in resource-rich

Vietnam in anticipation of the lifting of an
economic embargo against Vietnam imposed
by Washington Robin Elsham of IPS reports

from Tokyo.

United States.

But all that is rapidly
changing. Victnam badly necds
monecy now, and its hurry to
scll off rights to its most
altractive resource may entice
somc Japanese oil companies
to break ranks and jump in
ahcad of any Cambodian peace
accord.

In fact, one Japanese olil
company, Sakhalin Oil
Development Corp, has already
bought its way in and joined
firms [rom 10 other foreign
countries in sinking oflshore
wells, Other Japanese firms
arc clearly straining at the
lcash.

The president ol Mitsubishi
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these columns should be

However, all communica-

With thousands of mosques
(somc are aged over five cen-
turics) thalt indicate the na-
tions' religious aflillation,
Bangladesh can justify her
Islamic sentiment and appar-
cently neceds more mosques of
space-eflicient multi-storied
tlype to accommodate added
new Musullis.

Also, re-inforced Islamic
spirits with continued empha-
sis on Islamic studies will
contribute to spiritual enlight-
cnment, will strengthen
Muslim Ummah, and will con-
solidate social harmony based
on respects for personal faith.

M. Ralhman
Zila School Road
Mymensingh 2200

Sir, It was refreshing ‘to
read Star's intervicw with Profl
Selim Rashid of thc University
of Illinois (Aug 11), who spoke
in the candid way the
Americans do (a compliment
to the Professor). He touched
upon how to look at cconomics
in startlingly different ways, as
applicable Lo LDCs such as
Bangladesh.

Other questions come to
mind, which Prof Rashid
might like Lo respond to in a
future article to the star:-

(1) A new discipline called
‘Development Economics’ was
born sevcral decades back.
How the concepts are chang-
ing now, and wgm'l are the fu-
ture trends?

(2) The impact on world
economics on the dissolution
of lnociuli:m. which could last
only a couple of generations,
nndv how the ‘new economics is
going to affect the DCs and
LDCs during the succceding
two generations?

Oil Co met Vietnamese Prime
Minister Do Muoi in April and
exprcssed his firm's inlention
lo scek drilling rights.

Anbther Japanese-owned
firm, Oil Co (so named
for where it gets the bulk of its
oil), declared last week it too
will seek rights. At least four
other major Japanese firms are
interested.

But oil isn't the only
investment opportunity in
Victnam which has exciled
intercst in Japan.

llanoi introduced [ree-mar-
ket reforms in 1986, culminal-
ing two years later in legisla-
tion permitling wholly owned

(3) Would he care to com-
ment on Balra's ‘greal depres-
sion' hypothcsis, and the [u-
ture of USA as a world eco-
nomic power?

A. Mawaz
Dhaka

An allegation

Sir, Many complaints have
been published in the newspa-
pers aboul the hell-like situa-
tion in residential Kazipara
area, but no eflective actions
have been made by the con-
cerned authorities yet.
Thieves, gangstcrs and other
criminals who arc known to
have good ’rclalions’ with
people in 'authorily’ are caus-
ing insccurity (o the gentle
residents of Kazipara.

Police apparcnilly care lttle
aboul any complaint or case.-
And the masians cnjoy their
'heavenly’. times al the cost of
peoplc’s peaceful living in
Kazipara. Local police seem (o
be alert only about satisfying
their superiors with salutes

subsidiaries of foreign corpo-
rations.

More than 2,000 Japanese
chambers of commerce mem-
bers visited Vietnam in 1890,
almost double the number the
previous year and five times
the number of French, British
or Singaporean businessmen.
And+ at least 15,000 are
cxpected to visit this year,
ACCo to a recent report by
the Vietnam News Agency.

In October, a mission [rom
the Japan Management
Association, cnn:lllL:ll:g of rep-
resentatives of 156 ustries,
including textilcs, electrical

and construction, is
sched to tour Vietnam and
meet with top government
officials and business leaders.

The Japan-Vietnam Trade
Association which resents
Ja firms already estab-
lished in or trading with
Vietnam, already has 80 mem-
ber compantes, including many

of Japan's largest and best
known, according to Mitsuo

Iwasawa, an association official.

and scrvices nceded for their
‘promotions’ and in the pro-
ccss Lhey rather negleet Lo an
extent their, sacred dulies to
insure the well being of the
ptace-loving citizens who arc
conlributing to the nation's
progress.

A Resident > e

Kazipara, Mirpur Dhak

A praise

Sir, The pcople of Dhaka
city are very much at case to
get rid of mastans, hijackers
and anti-social clements for
about a fortnight now. Mirpur
was Lhe worst affected area
which now seems ul and
the people mmuch relieved .
The Ist and 3rd prics given to
the sub-inspcctors of Mirpur
alone, nTpuhIhhed in your pa-
peron 17-8-91, is an of
their efficiency. People hope
and expect the same brave and
Umely actions throughout the

Many of the anti-socials
have made their dens in the
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Mongolia Limps towards a Free Market

—IT

state is beginning to
auction ofl its shops and restau-
rants, handing out wvouchers
worth len thousand tugriks to
workers so Lhat in at
icasl, they can club together
and buy an enterprise. Factories
and other large concerns will
be next, to the coun-

Ury's privatization agenda.

So [ar, only eight shops and
restaurants have been sold to
privaiec owners, generally com-
panies rather than individuals.
One such shop, sold for 7.4 mil-

lion tugriks, looks much like a
slale-run store — half its floor
space is empty, and a tiny dis-
play of shoes, string T-shirts
and sweaters does little to fill
the rest

The owner of this shop is
hnhlnleﬂ-d for help, wo.
What needs, he says, is a
Western partner. — GEMINI

:

voling rights, like educational

. qualifications or -some
"objcctive” lest of maturity,

merit  consideration, but are
unlikely to find adher-
ents. Drawing Lhis also

means ng the workin
hypol.h-.:’l.ﬂl in if Il:
all areas, “adults™ for’
"non-adulls” whal is good for
them. Here the “participation
of the bencliciaries in dect-
sion-making” must be circum-
scribed.,

well-known com-
panies are doing the ground-
work for when ment
::ruﬂ its policy, Iwasawa

The big general tradin
houses — Mitsubishi, thut

Sumitomo, Nissho Iwai, and
Nichemen — have all opened
offjces and are gathering in-
formation on investment op-
portunities for dissemination
to their extensive business
network.

Big Japanese manufacturers
are also investigating possibili-
tics, attracléed by the cheap
labour and the Vietnamese
reputation for industriousness,
according to lwasawa. JVC and
Sanyo tronics have already
openéd radio and television
assembly plants.

All this activity couldn't
have come at a better time for:

The big,

Victnam, which s to
copc with huge 'economic
problems and is to de-
velop its surest bet of all — oil.

Japan which imports all its
ofl and is more anxious than
ever to diversify its suppliers
aller the Gulf crisis, is fret-
ting : can its ofl companies
aflord to miss this opportunity
for policies not of their own
making? Lok

abandoncd houses and are
pursing crimes theres. The
government should now take
accounts of the last 16 years of
thefr activitics.

S.U. Ahmed '

Retiring age

Sir, newly formed govern-

'nunliltryinglnlm:mmm.

retiring age of government
semi-govl. cmployeces to 60
years from 57 years. At the
moment al least 18-20 million
peoplc arc just unemployed.
Under such condition should
the government increase . the
reurintjm of oflictals! Rather
it m“ be just and appropri-
ate (o fix the retiring age at 56
years for all cadres irrcspee-
tive of the present day un-
democralic discriminatlion and
also to retire afller 30 ycars of
service, whichever is earlicr.

Sadiq Alee
Maghbazar, Dhalea



