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Two key leaders flee: Withdrawal of troops and investigation ordered: Bush talks to Gorbachev

MOSCOW, Aug 21 : The
coup against. Mikhail S
Gorbachev collapsed Wedne-
sday, and he was reportedly
heading back to Moscow. Coup
leaders left the capital, and
military units dcpluyad after
the takeover withdrew, report
agencies.

Rejoicing crowds cheered
and waved flags outside the
Russian Parliament, which
served as the hﬂdqua.ltcr: for
Russian President Boris
Yeltsin, who led coup resis-
tance since Monday. Soldiers,
their tanks strewn with flow-
ers, waved at television cam-
eras. | :

Leaders of the national leg-
Hll'.ure invalidated all decrees

by the coup leaders, na-

lawmaker Yuri Karyatkin
tnlr.l the Russian legislature. He
gave no details about the vote.

With the toup’s demise, the
Communist Party moved to sal-

its own credibility. It
called the takeover unconsti:
tutional and demanded a meet-
ing with Gorbachev, the party
chief, the state-run news
agency Tass said. The party
renounced . any connection
with the coup leaders.

The Soviet proseculor also
opened a criminal investiga-
tion into the actions of the

eight men who staged the
coup, Tass reporied. It quoted
the prosecutor's office as say-
ing the junia's actions "contain
signs of a state crime.”

Word of Gorbachev's immi-
nenl return came from Lev Y
Sukhanov, a long-time Yeltsin

—Inside Today

Focus on
Soviet Union

{

“This coup is a hopeless
adventure by people
with prinéipies from
the Stone Age,” She-

vardnadze tells
France's TF1
network
Page 8

Metropolitan

Dhaka Day by Day

| It's really unfair how
society often looks do-

wn on struggling wom-
en and expect every
| career woman to be a
teacher, doctor or
an engineer
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International

Deng Xiaoping turns 87
today. Despite maintai-
ning the lowest of pro-
files Deng continues to
exert a strong influence
on China’s affairs
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Sport

" 1The Bangladesh Navy
quartet sets a new

national 4 x100m relay
record in the 14th
national swimming

championships
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deputy. He said Gorbachev
would fly from his vacation re-
treat in the Crimea to the
Soviet capital with Viadimir
Ivashko, the deputy general-
secretary of the Communist
Party and other aides. The re-
port could not be indepen-
dently confirmed.:

President Bush said that
Gorbachev was once again in
charge of the Sovicl govern-
ment, having been told so by
the Soviet lcader in a tele-
phone call.

Bush said Gorbachev was
"calling the shots.”

Bunh dismissed a claim by

resident of the Soviet re-
puh ic of Georgia, Zviad
Gamsakhourdia, that
. Gorbachev had engineered the
coup as a way to boost his sag-
ging . popularity among the
Soviet public.

"It makes absolutely
sense al all,” HBush said,
he discounted the claim "100
per cent.”

The main television news
Jrnmm: in Moscow today

Gorbachev had told Soviet
television he was in full control
of the country and would be
resuming his normal dutics in
the next few days.

He also ordered armed
forces Chiefl of Stall General
Mikhail M to obey only
his com s and to with-
draw all troops to their per-
manent

The news of the coup lead-
:rmuluu — and
Go s planned return —
followed a series of rapid de-

LONDON, Aug 21 : Western
hr- “n llurt:n-d

Mt Unhn 'K"' _— ﬂ'
:f-lmt Soviet ru-hhnt

khlll 8 Gorbachev had
fafled, reports AP.

UﬂPrqﬂdmtBlnhme-

he was encouraged by

is telephone conversation

Wed with Russian re-

velopments pointing to the
disintegration of the takeover,

- one of the most tumultuous

events in recent Soviet history.

Tass reported that the
Soviet Defence Ministry de-
cided to withdraw the hun-
dreds of tanks and troops that
had poured into Moscow to
enforce emergency decrees
after the takeover Monday.

Tanks and armou per-
sonnel ‘carriers were secn

away from the Russian

Parliament. A four-kilometre-
long (2 1/2-mile-long) column
of about 180 tanks and 60
trucks was heading out of
Moscow, kicking up huge
clouds of dust. The soldiers on
board said they were return-
ing to their base.

In Brussels, NATO chiel
Manlred Woerner, who lpuh:
with Yeltsin by telephone, said
the Russian prtlidcnl had
taken over the powers of the
armed forces chiel in
Gorbachev's absence.

Radio and telcvision broad-
casts that were banned during
the lakeover reappeared on
the air, and Tass said a decree
shulting indcpendent publica-
r;lmbﬂnghﬂuduul'lﬂ-

Even before the announce-
ment that the ban was being
lilfted, - stale-run media
dropped the previous official
line on the takeover and began
reporting the unfolding events.

An announcer on Soviet
television broke into a broad
smile after reading a report
calling the coup leaders dan-

ation in Moscow.
In Warsaw, President Lech
Walesa also with Yeltsin

During the 10-minute con-
versation, aired throughout
Poland in a special television
newscast, Yeltsin said Soviet
President Mikhail Gorbachev

- was ‘blocked in the Crimea’

and all efforts to contact him

had failed

Yeltsin suggested that a
special international medical
commission should examine

Gorbachev and "if he is able to

- run the country then we could

remove this (National

" Bessmertnykh,

"I'm sorry comrades,
exciled I" he said.
Foreign
Alexander
who had
dropped oul of sight during
the coup, rcappeared and
called the takcover a page in
Soviel history that "has got to
be turned.”
At a news conference, he
promised that reforms would
continue and that Moscow

gerous.

but I'm very
Gorbachev's

Minister,

would honour its international

commitments.

Thousands ol people had
kept up their wvigil at the
Russian Parliament building
following overnight clashes
with Soviet Lroops that left at
least four decad. They roared
their approval when the an-
nouncement of the coup
commitlee's departure came
over a loudspeaker.

Four of them were killed
overnight during clashes with
Soviet troops.

News of the whereabouts of
the coup lcaders was skeichy.
Colonel Valery Ochirov, Chair-
man of the Parliamentlary
Defence and Sccurity Commi-
ttee, said Declence Minister
Dmitry Yazov and KGB chiel
Viadimir Kryuchkov had flown
to the Crimea to apologise to
Gorbachev.

Another repart said the
plane reportedly carrying the
coup lcaders was heading (o
Bishkek, formerly called
Frunze, according to Radio
Russia, which spcaks Jor

Yeltsin, There was no word op)
See Page 12 Col. 3

Soviet Fldlrll Parliament
Speaker Anatoli Lukyanov
who flew to the Crimea to

meet Gorbachev.

Govt employees
asked to accept
new pay scales

Acting President Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed ex-
pressed his hope that the gov-
emmment employees would ac-
cept the just announced pay
scale in the greater national
interest and make t
contribution to the of the
state at all levels, reports BSS,

"Simultaneously

to check the
commodities wi

and television

Wednesday night.
Justice Shahabuddin said

the government was aware of
the sufferings of the govern-
See Page 12 Col. 8

Acting President Justice
lhnhnbuddin Ahmed called
upon all including the leaders
and workers of political par-
ties, teachers, students, and

tend full their to-
wards successful of the
September 15 referendum on

give verdict in referendum

on the part of the political
parties too to participate in
this task and advise the voters
to be present at the polling
centres for casting votes, he
said.

The Acting President said
nearly four lakh government
and semi-government employ -
ces and school teachers were
being entrusted with the task
of holding this referendum. He
urged them to perform this
important task with full
sincerity. The Depuly
Commissioners and Upazila
Nirbahi Officers would hold
meetings at the district, unfon
and municipal levels to provide
in details regarding the
holding of referendum to
them, he added.

The Acting President re-
ferred to the ng bye-
clections to 11 parliamentary
constituencies to be held on

Se r 11 and urged all to
hold those elections in a free,
See Page 12 Col. 1

STAR FILE PHOTO : Smiling Boris Yeltsin (left) and Mikhail Gorbachev shaking hands in a

spontaneous moment at the Kremlin.

Western leaders heartened by coup demise

French government
spokeaman Jack Lang, speak-
ing earlier, said Paris had
known “frofdie firsta mo-
ment .... that the coup d'etat
could only fail.”

Yeltsin and Russian legisla-
tors loyal to him said the coup
leaders had fled the Kremlin
for a nearby airport, possibly
intending to flee. Tanks were
leaving Moscow., and the Soviet
Communist Party denounced
the coup.

Radio Russia. a station loyal
to Yeltsin, reported that the
eight-man committee that
overthrew Gorbachev left
Moscow by plane and was
heading to Soviet Central Asia.

The Foreign Minister of the
breakaway Soviet republic of

Pay hlke w1]l
adversely

affect economy'

Star Economic Report

Bangladesh Employers
Association (BEA) and Met-
ropolitan Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry (MCCI)
reacted Wednesday sharply to

the announcement of new
national pay scales for
government and public sector
employees.

The pay hikes are contrary
to the two basic principles —
capacity to pay and relation-
ship with cost of living index —
due to compensation policies

See Page 12 Col. 7

Press note

The government Wednesday
expressed the hope that all its

officers and employees would
fully rate with the gov-
ernment bctﬂg at their re-

spective dp of work and

uties with dedication

-nd discipline following the

positive and sympathetic dect-
See Page 12 Col. 6

Latvia, Janis Jurkans, told
Britain's Sky television the
coup leaders shnuld be ar-
rested and tried.

"Before that is done, we can
never be sure, if there are
forces ready to repeat such
coups to shed blood of those
who strived to restore democ-
racy,” Jurkans said.

The hard-liners cracked
down hard on Latvia and the
other two . independence-
seeking Baltic republics of
Lithuania and Estonia during
the three-day-old coup.

US Secretary o State
James A Baker Ill said he was
"heartened by reports that
events in the Soviet Union may
be leading to a return to con-
stitutional government”". Baker

was in Belgium for a meeting

of NATO Jeaders.

British Prime Minister John Yanayev,

Coup collapses : Gorbachev back

Ban on press
repealed

MQSCOW, Aug 21: Banned
1V and radio broadcasts reap-
peared on Wednesday and Tass
said a decree shutling down
independent publimtk}m was

lifted.” as Soviet coup
leaders left Moscow, reports
AP.

The official state news
agency said that "all limitations
imposed by the decision of the
former State Committee of the
State of E concern-
ing the publication of all na-
tional, Moscow, city and dis-
trict social-political publica-
tions is lifted.

The short dispatech came
two hours after state-run tele-
vision abruptly changed its
hard-line tone and Russian
government-run television and
radio resumed ad

The 3 p.m. (1200 GMT)
newscast by the national news
programme quoted Russian
President Boris Yeltsin as say-
ing that Gorbachev was in iso-
lation in the Crimea and in
good health.

The communist hard-liners
who ousted President Gor-
bachev had banned broadcasts
by reformist radio and
television stations, after previ-
ously banning all but nine
newspapers.

But resistance to the media
ban appeared quickly, how-
ever, from Moscow to the
southern republic of Moldavia,
where Prime Minister Valeriu
Muravsky banned the official

See Page 12 Col. 5

Y anayev still
in Kremlin

MOSCOW, Aug 21: Gennady
the Sovict Vice-

Major told reporters In-forden-- President who took over from

: “The situation 1s still threat-
ening, and nobody should be
certain the situation has
ceased to be threatening until
this matter has been properly
resolved and legitimate gov-
ernment is back in charge in
the Soviet Union.

In Czechoslovakia, the two
top Soviet diplomats de-
nounced the hard-line crack-
down in Moscow and pledged
allegiance to Gorbachev. The
Soviet ambassador, Boris
Pankin, called the coup ‘a fatal
mistake.’

According to the official

See Page 12 Col. 3

Work stoEEage contmues

Govt employees
reject pay offer

By Staff Correspondent

A stalemate over the new
pay scale and office timings
continues despite a [rantic ef-
fort for an understanding with
the striking government em-
ployees.

Leaders of the employces
confirmed that they would
continue the 48-hour work
stoppage that began Wednes-
day morning in support of
their demands for a rhc
and the refixation of nﬁ'::t
ings from 7.30 am to 2 pm.

on duty
examinations will b-e out of the

work s
There ﬂl series of talks
between the officials and the

leaders of Wednes-
day which e without the

reaching of any understanding.

Official source told The
Daily Star that the mment
will stick to its decision on of-
fice timings and the new pay
scale. |

Meanwhile, different organ-
isations of government em-
ployees rejected the newly an-
nounced pay scale and office
timings. Leaders of the organi-
sations said that the new pay
scale failed to fulfil their hopes
and aspirations.

At the Bangladesh Secre-
tariat, employees held rallies
and brought out processions in
protest against the new pay

scale and the office time
schedule.
A rally, organised by

Government Employees Soli-
darity Council was addressed

See Page 12 Col. 7

Arms

KARACHI, Aug 21:

Pakistan's drive to

Arms surrendered since the
drive began in June included

10 sub-machineguns, five
Kalashnikov assault rifles and

s

After the deadline. twice
extended because of poor re-
sponse to the government's
amnesty offer, people caught
with arms could face a
life sentence and seizure of

property.
The English-language daily
Dawn reported that the drive
was more successful in the
most populous provinece
Punjab, where 4,306 fllegal
weapons were handed into po-

{

lice,

Provincial gove
Baluchistan and the North
West Frontier Province refused
to take rt, pleading that
in their areas

vernment (n Karachi of

nding out 16,000 arms Ui
cences to Its political alligs
holding unlicenced :

Despite the results, Intertor
Minister Shujaat Hussain told a
parliamentary committee on
Tuesday that the government
remained committed to free
the country of the "Kalashnikov
culture”,

Large numbers of Kalas-
hnikovs., rockets, mortars and
even anti-aireraflt weapons
have flooded into Pakistan in
the pas

dits routinely use rocket pro-
lled grengdes to assault vil-
I:;.. while in Karachi it is
to hire a Kalashnikov
the day. A.mumunhl

on use or return basis.

According to an (nterior
Ministry announcement., wea-
pons now considered illegal
include all types of artillery,
mortars, machineguns and
antl-tanks rifles.

Pakistan Prime
mmw
Nations today to

Il

said.

recovery drive fails in Karachi

resolutions calling for an im-
partial plebiscite in Kashmir,
the offictal Associated Press of
Pakistan (APP) said.
Addressing a public meet-
ing at Nilabut in Pakistan-con-
trolled Kashmir. Sharifl said
India troops were committing
"untold atre-cities on the peo-
ple in Indian held Kashmir, he

Reitera Pakistan's moral
and poli support for the
Kashmirt self-determination
" Sharil said, war was
not way to resolve prob-
lems between India and

Pakistan.

Mikhail Gorbachev [lollowing
his ouster as president, was in
his Kremlin office loday, a
presidential press spokesman
said, reports AFP.

Gorbachev's spokcsman,
Vitaly Ignatcnko and his press
service had been unavailable
since Monday's coup.

The press spokesman’s
stalement thal Yanaycev was
still in the oflice at 6,00 pm
(1500 GMT) today appcarcd Lo
mecan that he had nol joined
other members of the Statc-of-
Emergency Commitlee who
flew out of the capital earlier
in the day.

All but one
nominations
found valid

Scrutiny of the nomination
papers filed for bye-election to
the eleven vacant seats of
Jatiya Sangsad was held
Wednesday by the returning
officers concerned. according
to Election Commission
sources in Dhaka, reports BSS.

Of the 68 candidates who
filed their nomination papers

| for these bye-clections, nomi-

nations of 67 candidates were
found valid after scrutiny,
while nomination of one can-
didate in 286 Chittagong-8
constituency was rejected.
The constituency-wise
number of validly nominated
candidates alfter scrutiny is as

follows:

A. 19 Rangpur-1 : 6 (six), B.
20 Rangpur-2 : 7 (seven). C. 23
Rangpur - 5 : 4 (four), D. 24
Rangpur-6 : 7 (seven), E. 42
Bogra-7 : 5 (five), F. 118 Bhola-
2 : 3 (three). G. 184 Dhaka-5 :
8 feight), H. 188 Dhaka-9 :7
(seven), 1. 217 Madaripur-1 : 4
(four), J. 218 Madaripur-2 : 10

ten) and K. 286 Chittagong -8
: 6

Em;‘plosions kill
one, injure 10

in Rangamatl
From Our Staff

Correspondent .
CHn'rAu-nuu, Aug 21: A
tribal boy was killed and 10
persons including five tribals
were injured, seven serfously
in two explains at Marissa
Bazar under Bagaichari upazila
nfw district today.
killed tribal is Simoy
Ch-hm [lﬂl The seriously
injured are : Abul Hnn-lin
Sowdagar (52) . Md Syed
Hossain (20). Monica Chakma
(16) oti Chakma (32).
Bakka {80). Ganit
Chakma (30). Chandra Kumar
Chakma (40).

sons were flown to
by a helicopter and
| to Rangamati hospital.



