DH.AKA WEDNESDAY AUGUST 21, 1991

International

US asks its nationals to | One-eyed mastermind of
leave USSR 1mmed1ately

WASHINGTON Aug 20 : The
United States on Monday
urged Americans to defer
travel to the Soviet Union and
said Americans now in that
country should depart as soon
as Lhey salely can, reports
Reuter.

Following the coup that
gusted Soviet leader Mikhail
Gorbachev and Monday's dec-
laration of a State of
Emergency, the State
Department warned in a travel
advisory of the possibility of
civil disruption for an inde-
terminate period.”

it warned that the imple-
mentation of milftary rule in
lnnr arcas deployment of mil-
forces seizure of some
Eubllt: facilities and the possi-
ility of large demonstrations
create unpredictable and po-
tentially dangerous tensions.
The State Department rec-
ommends that American citi-
zens defer travel to the Soviet
Union at this time, it said.

Adding that Americans in
the Soviet Union should con-
sider departing the country as
S00N as can.

It said, however, that there
do not appear to be threats to
Americans and there have
been no reported incidents of
violence involving Americans.

The Soviet UN mission said
on Monday that a State of
Emergency declared by the
new leadership in Moscow was
temporary aimed at secur-
ing the safety of all Soviet citi-
zens.

In its first action following
the overthrow of President
Mikhail Gorbachev, the mis-
sion circulated a statement by
the new leadership announc-
ing the State of Emergency.

The statement, sent by
Acting President Gennady
Yanayev to government heads
and the UN Sec General,
was fissued in the form of a
press release,

It said the emergency mea-
sures were temporary and

thﬂ wuuld guarantee ﬂt:h citi-
zen personal safety and the
safety of his or her A

Gorbachev's ovm is
unlikcly to be reflected imme-
diately at the United Nations
since no major issucs are
pending on which Moscow
would have to declare itsell.

Any ¢ in Soviet for-
eign policy are likely to be-
come apparent, , once
the UN Gencral Assembly be-
gins its annual three-month
session on 17 with
the participation of foreign
ministers and other senfor of-
ficials.

Soviet UN representative
Yuly Vorontsov, who took up
his post here in 1990, is
on holiday in the Soviet Union
and his deputy, Valentin
Lozinskiy, is in charge.
Vorontsov, formerly a first
Deputy Foreign Minister, is not
due back in New York until
September 1, a Soviet
apokclnﬂ-n llld

While Russians love Vodka,

MOSCOW, Aug 20: Mikhail
S. Gurhat:ht:v. the Sovie}
Union's cighth leader, trans-

formed his country’'s political
system and helped end the
Cold War, but lust p:gulnﬁty
when his rclorms [ailed to re-
yive a sick economy, rcports

AP.

He f[eed political prisoners,
allowed open debale and mul-
ticandidate eclections, gave
Soviets wider opportunities for
travel and cmigration, halted
religious oppressfon and im-
proved rclations with the West.
In the process, he won the
‘Nobel Peace Prize.

In contrast lo his aging
predecessors, Gorbachev radi-
ated encrgy and drive. His
press-the-flesh politicking en-
chanted crowds at home and
set ofl "Gorbymania”™ abroad.

Aflter rising through the
Communisl Party to become its
general secretary in March
1985, Gorbachev built a
powerful presidency indepen-
dent of the party, which
surrcndered its monopoly on

in 1990.

In the ncw climate ol [ree-
dom, all 15 Soviet republics
demanded more autonomy.
Four ef them— Lithuania,
Latvia, Estonia and Georgia —
preclaimed independence.

Ethnic tensions broke out,
& |

CEAERRY

Indian troops kill 8 Kashmiris :

causing hundreds of deaths in
Az:rbaljan and other trouble
spots. Labour unrest also grew,
provoked by soaring inflation
and shortages of consumer
goods. In mid-1990, five ycars
after he began his bold re-
forms, Gorbachev tuncd back
to the party ;pnrntu: to re-
store order and discipline.

As he clung to a sh
political center, he was buf-
feted by calls from both the
left and right to resign. The in-
telligentsia, once a vigorous
supporter, turncd against him.

Another reports says: In al-
most six ycars ol running his
unruly country, Gorbachev had
spoken more words than any
man alive,

While many Russfan men
love Vodka, Gorbachev loved
talk. Just as Russians insist
that a botlle, once opcned,
should be [inished, so
Gorbachev would go on until
pcople are lalked under the
table. His larynx was worthy of
the order or hero of the
Sovict Union.

It had been hard at work in
the Congress of People's
Dcputies, the parliament that
Gorbachev invented as an ex-
ercise in democracy and
which, whcn necessary, he
controlled manipulated and
browbcaten.

Indian troops killed cight Muslim militants as they tried to

enter the Kashmir valicy from Pakistani-ruled territory
an anti-Indian rewolt, senlor police officials said on
Reuter reports from Srinagar.

o Tomdey,

They said an army patrol intercepted a group of 10 mili-
tanis who opened fire, seriously wounding two soldiers, in

the border district ol Kupwara
The soldiers fired back, killed

on Sunday

eight militants and recov-

ered cight AK-47 assault rifles, they said.

it was the only major incident in the district on
the officials said. They denied militant allegations, that the
army attacked a vl.'lhgt with artillery and killed 45 pmplt

100 killed in Af;

death toll iIn air raids by

fightin

bul pwmrﬂ:nl on r:1l.:u-r1|nr

htldbyllujnhﬂmnﬂnmrmndﬂhhrmdlhlhlh-mdm:
sharply Tuesday as the rebels reported more than 100 dead

and 300 wounded in three provinces since Friday, AFP
reports from Peshawar.

All territory Massood had seized in recent wecks near the
Soviet border has been bombed in an “indiscriminate™ man-
ner by Soviet-made Sukholi and Mig aircralt, claiming many
civillan victims, the rebel commander said in a radio message.

Massood said the bombing continued and that one-tonne
fragmentation bombs were used on civillans.

UN team to intensify truce in Cambodia : A

United Nations team prepared Monday to study how the
world body can strengthen a declgred truce in Cambodia’'s 12-

year war, a UN oflicial said in Bangkok, reports AP,

The tcam, sent by UN

Cuellar at the

of Cambodia’s

-General Javier Perez de
factions, will visit

areas contgolled by the guerillas and by the Vietnamese-in-

stalled

in Phnom Penh, the oflicial said.

The team of 12 military and civilian experts is to assemble
in Bangkok late Monday, said the official, who spoke on con-

dition ol anonymity.

Two German h

stobefreed.a

senjor Muslim fundamentalist source said on

lran and Germany had reached a Fnue-nnnl
under which two German hostages in Lebanon

ﬁrmn

as part of a wider prisoncr exchange.

The source lold Reuter in Betrut
remove all cbstacles blocking

lran was determined Lo

the release of up to 10 Western

The lrantans have struck a gentleman's -Wm:nt with

the German government that

they would talk the Hamadi fam-

ily into frecing the two hostages as part of the overall deal,

the sources said.

Police

A police

open fire on black students:

fire on black students attempti
bufldings, killing one youth and wou
pa&:l: repnrl said Tuesday, reports
unrest report said nl'ﬂm:rl guarding ncwly con-
structed bulldings at Sakhile Iligh School,

o occupy
ng five, a
AP from Johanncsburg

a school for

blacks in Standerion, southeast of Johannesburg, confronted

students [rom anoither black school

grounds Monday .

It said the stundents threw stones at the

irying to occupy the
police, who re-

sponded with shotguns and pistols, killing one youth and in-

Police refused to comment on the reason the black stu-

juring five.
dents were to occu
The clash came as b

Lthe school.
leaders

for students to

white schools this weck to protest the

empty
poor condition of black schoois.
The ment spends five times as much money per
student on white education compared 0 black education.

Most biack schools in squalid lownships, are diimpidated and
overcrowded, with few textbooks and poorly trained teachers.

A deputy had his micro-
phone abruptly switched offl I’or
refcrring to the
a conlinuation of the 'chn-de"
that attended Gorbachev's
clcction to the presidency this
year.

"You can't say that sort of
thing. Sitdown,” sna p-l:d
Anatoly Likyanov, the
man. It was a reminder of hn'lr
thin skinned many Soviet
politicians are; that a women
was ecven now being prosec-
cuted for Insulting the
President, that politicians have
somc way Lo go are
as properly hndt:
democracy as the hnr—runm
brawlers of the House of
Commons.

Still, all of this is a great
improvemcent on the Sovict
past, the years Before G. There
was a time when a dissenter
would have had more than his
microphone shut ofl. There
was a leonine grown from the
platfiorm when Lhe parliament
excrcised its democratic right
and would not give Gorbachev's
candidate for the Vice-
Presidency its approval

This is one of the few
countrics in the world yhere
you have onc candidate in an
election. And he loscs.

But then, in a recent clec-
tion for First Secrctary of the
Russian Writers’ Union, none
of the three candidates won
cnough votes and, naturally,
the job was given to the man
who came last.

Anyway, Gorbachev demo-
cratically demanded a new

vote and seemed to suggest’

that his own was on
the line. He hinted at resigna-
tion belore, to get his way.
Lenin used to do it, too.

So he got his man and he
got the sweeping pumt that
theoretically make him Supper
Gorb. Now he was like a mul-
timillionaire who can buy any-
thing but is not sure that all
his riches will bring him True
Happiness. Like Midas, he
might have asked the gods for
too much. The [act is that
more questions had been
raised this Congress than
had been answered. The
Kremlin is at the best of times
a hall of mirrors, and now it
scems more than ever a
of refractions had f{llusions.
The Congress reflected a
country confused and divided.

Communist party hardliners
showed themsclves a und
in the past and afraid of the fu-
ture. Forward to the past, they
cricd. Like Canute's courtiers,
thcy demanded that King

Rajiv's killing found dead

BANGLORE (India), Aug 20:
The Sri Lankan Tamil mllltlnt
believed to have mastermind
the assassination of [ormer
Indian Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi was found dead after a
siege of his hideout, top police
officials said on Thursday.

The one-eyed man identi-
fled as Sivarasan and six
others, one an alleged woman
accomplice huntgd as in-
tensely as Sivarasan, commit-
ted suicide by swallowing
cyanide, they said. Sivarasan
also had a bullet wound in the
head.

"It appears that he not only

-consumed cyanide but he ap-

pears to have shot himself in
the temple with his revolver,”
Senior Policeman Ajay Kumar
Singh told Reuters at the
scene.

The siege of the house in a
village on the outskirts of

re, capital of the south-

ern state of Karnataka, started
on Monday fullmlrlng the cap- .

MOSCOW—A file photo ﬂwﬂ Mikhail ﬁwblchnv and his wife Raisa relaxing, feeding a cat
in Urdls.

Mikhail should command the
tide of history to stop fts
swirling. The tion now is
whether Gorbachev will see if
he can or whether, like wise
Canute, he would demonstrate
to his courtiers that time and
tide abate for no man.

The hardliners want the
¢ontinuation of empire, ideol-
ogy and the absurd economic
system to which they are ac-
customed. They insist that in a
foundering ship they should
throw away the lifebelts and
strap on the ballast.

As Gorbachev hpﬂrﬂm his
powers he knew t a wrong
more could be disastrous. He
has so far insisted that all the
republics, even the rela
recently anncxed ones,
remain in the union whether
they like it or not. He seemed
to be missing an nppnnu.rul{ to
build a creative relationship
and one wonders whether we
are seeing the limits ol his
imagination.

The use of force in the
Baltic lands and elsewhere
would bring a reaction the

consequences of which might

I thmk like him : Yanaye

differences between the.
President, the Viee-

President and the Prime
Minister,” he said. Prime
Minister Valentin Paviov
also participated In

" neighbouring Tamil

 praised the courage

ture alive of seven members of
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE).

Police said the surrounded
the: house certain that
Sivarasan, hunted since shortly
after Gandhi's May 21 murder
by a woman suicide bomber in
Nadu
State, was inside.

Early today, a special team
of paramilitary commandos
blew off a back door with
plastic explosives and burst in
only to ﬂnd all the occupants
dead.

Police nllovmd reporters
into the hotise to see the heap
of bodfes, which included
Subha, a woman alleged to
have beten Sivarasan's accom-
plice in plotting Gandhi's
death.

‘Lankan army officers have
of Tamil
guerillas in a ballle against
huge odds during ficrce [ight-

ing for a strategic army camp

- tn this northern outpost,

"We fought a
sary and a wo encmy. Our
t.roopl were highly motivated

becausc I'l:rl: battling a
worthy " said Brigadier
Wijaya W’.In'lnllrl.'tm. who
8.000-strong lorce that re-
lieved the camp assault.

"We gave them a sound
thrashing," he added. "In no
way can the (Libcration
Tigers of Tamil Eclam) defeat
the Sri Lankan army.”

adver-

He was speaking on Sunday

to reporters at Elephant Pass
Camp, 320 km (200 miles)
north of Colombo, where the
Tigers launched a massive as-
sault and withdrew on August

3 alter army reinforcements
arrived.

Wimalaratne, whose relief
force broke through 45 Tiger
defences and fought hand-to-
hand battles to reach the em-
battled camp, said the rebels
were now short of fighters.

Gorbachev llked endless talk

be cataclysmic, Moscow lash-
ing out in its dangecrous impe-
rial senility. Eduard Shevar-
dnadze's: nightmare of
dictatorship t come true.

Corbachev could use his fa-
mous voice to thunder and ca-

jole. But decrees [lowing for

the Kremlin are already widely
ignored because the system
Gorbachev cnmnmndedr does
not l:"oy the popularity or
trust ol a people who question
its very legitd ., not least
because it has led them.
How long can tanks keep the
tide at bay ?

Qorbachev ended the last
year stronger in some ways,

Tmmnae ‘d men tnr l.'II:
hardliners. Shevardnadze

gone he had no prominent non
Slav in the government. He
hardly a real economic
reform. He quarrelling with
Boris ‘I"eltlm over fundamental
jssues of land, economy — and
who runs the show around
here 7 .
There has been much beat-

ing of the drums of doom this
past ycar. Democrats are dis-

U

abroad, he said

every stalc, including
the former members of the

Warsaw Pact, has thﬂt
to conduct its own | .
pendent poliey.” |

appointingly disorganised.
Gorbachev talked of dark
forces. The KGB wams of wily
forcigners and other beasties.

Certainly there is great
danger in this crippled coun-
try. But there is also a sanguine
view. There is little violence
in the Baltic republics and re-
ceni explosions are of dubious
provenance. There is no vio-
lence in Russia, the largest re-
public, where there is a horror
of disorder.

There is no terrorism in
the vast bulk of the country.
The nasty feud between
Azerbaljan and Armenia could
be amelorated. Trouble in
central Asia has been at a rela-
tively low level.

Throughout the Soviet
Union there is hardship, but
there s no famine. Crime has
increased but is simply not as

at a problem as it is in the
E:gc cities of the West. Much
crime, In case, is bulilt into
the system the hardliners wish
eamnestly to save.

The Soviet Union is chang
ing rapidly. Hardliners want

t:hnngc prev:ntcd

o -,

China backs Pak
proposal to make
South Asia N

free zone

ISLAMABAD, Aug 20: China
has offered to promote a
Pakistani proposal to declare
South Asia a nuclear weapons-
free zone, Pakistani Upper
House Chairman Wasim Sajjad
said on after a visit to
China, reports Reuter.

Beijing had appreciated

Pakistani Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharil proposed last
June that the United States,
the Soviet Union and China
help India and Pakistan to
broker a regional accord to
make South Asia nuclear-free,

india rejected the proposal.

*The Chinese government
offered to work with
Pakistan to carry forward the

proposal,” Safjad said.
India and Pakistan accuse

Chinese President
Shangkun would pay an
visil to Pakistan later this year,
possibly imn October or
November, Safjad said.

Yan
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Off the Record

A lesson for diabetes

SYDNEY: Ten diabetic and overweight Australian
Aborigines who reverted to the hunter-gatherer lifes of
I.heir ancestors showed a marked improvement in a

shows, reporis Reuter.
mmhm:tradmmuldhtnlfmhmﬂ-h
kangaroo meat, the men lost t. their diabetes im-
and thcir major risk factors for heart discase were re-
duced, a study in the medical journal of Australia said.

"There's a lesson in these results for all of us,” Professor
Kerin O'dea of Deakin University in Geelong, Victoria, said.

"It shows that going back Lo the bush and living off . the
hndlll effective way of treating some diabetes.” -
results indicated the high fat, high carbohydrate dict
Eum brought to Australia more than 200 ycars ago was
n:lp-un!ihlc for much of the unhealthincss among native
Aborigincs today, shec said.

For many Aburigi , this western lifestyle also brought di-
abetes, high blood prmun:. obesity and other heart discase
risks, she said. In some communities, onc in three aborigines
over the age of 35 had diabctes, O'dea said.

BBC to teach the world
to speak English

LONDON: An American presenter is to help the BBC to
teach the world to speak English. The rccognised guardians
of the language have been forced to admit that foreigners now
prefer the American version.

The presenter will be one of the hosts on licllo, a televi-
sion teaching programme, and will introduce words, like

"sidewalk” and "elcvator” to millions of vicwers.

"We have a reputation for standard English but we realised
what people want in American-English, and il we don't supply
it someone clse will, said Mr Peter Walton, ¢xeculive pro-
ducer.

"It has been a big problem for us. We were losing sales. A
large part of the world listens to CNN in an American accent
and considers that standard. Pcople were coming to our
stands at international trade fairs saying Haven't you got any-
thing in American?™

¢ £3 million series will be offered Lo broadcasters
around the world. It is designed to replace the 14-ycar-old
programme Follow Me, which has been screcned in 70 coun-
tries including China, where it is scen by 100 million people
k time.

Hello will also be available in video and cassctie form for
use in homes and schools.

At first it will dodge some problems raiscd by Amcrican
English.

"We'rc avoiding all mentions of cars like the plague be
cause everything is different — the boot, the bonnet, the hood

., and the trunk, " sald Mr Bob Marston, programme co-ordi-

— US offers passports as
prize in 'lottery’

WASIIINGTON: For the price of a postage stamp, thou-
sands of {llegal immigrants to America can enter the greatest
lottery of all. The prize is paid up, no questions-asked United
States citizenship.

Congress has approved a bizarre scheme to award immi-
grant visas by mail to 40,000 pcople. with the odds heavily
weighted in favour of the Irish, who are guarantced at lcast 40
per cent of the winning tickets.

The lottery is open to would-be citizens, whether already
in America or living abroad, though all applicants must have a
formal offer of a year's employment.

No date has yet becn set, but the process is expected to
begin this autumn and the State Department says it will give
ample warning. More than 30 countries are on the eligible
list, including DBritain.

Under the scheme, a post office in Washington is to be
designated to receive the applications, then a date set.
Letters received from that dny lrill be processed on a first-
come, first-served basis.

The plan is to assist illegal immigrants, principally from
Ireland am:l western Europe, to achieve proper legal status,
enabling them to move out of low-paid. casual jobs in the
black economy.

Last time a similar lottery was adopted, in 1986, 1.4 mil-
lon letters were received, and even more are expected this

Arabs at odds hail

Individual Iraqils
Gorbachev, once Baghdad's
main arms supplicr, betraycd

and

NICOSIA, Aug 20: Arabs at
odds with the west — orphans
ol the cold war's end — wel-

comed the fail of Mikhail them by supporting the US-led

Gnrbachcv. ﬂ:pﬂl‘ts Rcuter. allance i this ycnr'; WAr over
They included the Iraqi Kuwait

government, Palestinians and "“This is good ncws for

pro-lraqi Algerians. Libyan Iraq,” one said, overjoyed by

lcader Muammar Gaddafli the fall of Gorbachev, who

called the Krcmlin uphcaval
*magnificent”.

ended a supcrpower rivalry
that had yiclded Sovict support

said

*The former Soviet regime
followed a policy that necga-
tively affected the intcrnational
situation and had ncgative con-
sequences in Third World
countries, espccially Ilraqg, ©
Iraqi spokesman said alfler
President Saddam llusscin
met the country’s top leader-
ship to discuss the Sovict
uphecaval

He said Iraq considered the
Sovict Union a f[riecnd and
would respond to any [riendly
moves by the new Kremlin
lcaders.

for Arab radicals.

In the Isracli-occupicd ter-
ritorics, Palestinians hoped a
new Sovict lcadership would

back them In Arab-lsracll
pecacc tal’ scheduled for
October.

“The dhanges in the Sovict
Union, pgrhaps. could reduce
Isracl’'s intransigence and
tone down the blind support
the United States gives to
Isracl,” said Jad Ishaq, a
Profcssor at the Vatican-run
Bethichem University in the
West Bank.

55 jurists murdered
last year

GENEVA, Aug 20: Some
532 judges or lawyers have
been harasscd over the past
ycar, 56 of thcem murdered, a
leading organisation of jurists
announced today.

The respected Geneva-
based International
Commission of Jurists (ICJ)
released the report, covering
the perfod mid- 1990 to mid-
1991, and was to present it to
a UN human rights sub-com-
mission in Geneva later in the
ey

Most of the killings took

lace fn South America. At
ast 37 judges and lawyers
were mu in Colombia —
mostly by the drug cartels but
in many cases they were killed
while investigating crimes al-

Ihﬂ&mﬂwlhm

T n jurists were killed in
Peru and 26 were victims of
vioclence or threats, caught in
the crossifire between guerilla
forces and the military, the ICJ
said

The report criticised the
Serbian authorities I(In
Yugoslavia for dissolving most
courts in Lhe autonomous

of Kosovo and remov-
ing at least 180 ethnic
Albanian judges and prosecu-
tors.

It also ecriticised Sudan,
Israel, Rwanda, Paraguay,
Turkey, Kenya, China and
Burma.

Reed Brody, Director of the
ICJ's Centre for the indepen-
-dence of Judges and Lawyers

(CLIL) which prepared the re-
port, called on the United
Nations to monitor actively the
protection of lawyers and

judges.
in hardly any of the cases

has the tor of the vie-
lence been ught to justice,
he said.

when they

carry out their professional
obligations,”

Chatrman mmu. former

Chicl Justice

said ClJL
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