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DCC Needs to Pull |
Up its Socks

A on lhecbnck of Mirza Ahbuh— thl::ll mc:r
of D tion — is perha er,
for not mClty “f;‘fmh taxes on the already

harassed dwellers of this haphazardly grnwlnf
capital city of ours. However, his promise o

maintaining the city's civic amenities at the cur-
rent level is really nothing much to look forward
to, because what we have currently in the name of
amenities is nothing much to write home about.
What the Mayor should be aiming for is not

ng it at the current level, but of improving
the amenities by leaps and bounds. And here we
are not talking about the types of improvement
that come [rom spending more money or buyi
better equipment, but the types that are brough
about through eflicient management, better su-
pervision and accountability of everyone's jobs
and responsibilities.

As to road maintenance we are told we have to
wait for the &aumg of the rainy season. Street
lighting, the Mayor said, would completed by
the 15th of the next month. So the area that now
requires the immediate attention of the
Corporation bosses is garbage collection. Dhaka's
ga: has been reac antic proportions as
e city experienced unbridled growth in the last
decade or so. Shortage of city parks and the up
keep of the existing ones is another problem that
must get the attention of the DCC, 2.5 crore
currently allocated for children's parks is not
adequate to meet the need. However, [ spent
judiciously, it may mitigate some of the
immediate needs of the city kids. Some funds
have been earmarked for development of
communitly centres and city toilets. More public
toilets must be installed in all the busy areas of
the city. We must, however, learn to maintain
them, which goes as much for the existing ones,
as for the ones planned. A Fﬂod up keep of the
existing city toilets should immediately be

undertaken by the DCC. |
The pattern of functioning of the City
Corporation is not clear in the minds of many as

it has become a major political platform for all
political parties. The presence of the seat of gov-
ernment in Dhaka has also over-shadowed the
Corporation structure of the DCC and has con-
tributed to undermining its independent charac-
ter. An important step in making DCC indepen-
dent would be to de-politicise it as far as practi-
cable. Such a move would restore the indepen-
dence of it's corporate structure. |

Another priority task for Mirza Abbas would be
to rid the DCC of its image of corruption,
acquired during the Ershad regime through its
practice of patronage and favouritism, to which
the Mayor alluded during his press conference.
We support his call for early settlement of all
outstanding bills due to it by the various branches
of the government. The government should also
consider sz?{lpathct_icali}r the Malynr's request for
additional 70 crore which will enable the DCC
to undertake some essential projects leading
towards the Corporation becoming self-reliant.

Of Knowledge and
» -
Complicity

Sometimes believing something may amount to
acquiescing in that. There are times when the
simple act of knowing something may indeed be
taken as an act ol complicity. How then should we
take this piece of news co from Ishurdi and
ublished in a national vernacular daily? Railway
ridges in the western zone, numbering precisely
1415 and including the still-impressive Hardinge
or Sara Bridge, are deteriorating fast for want of
men to look after them. As soon as we know it
and yet do not act to change it to acceptable in-
formation — by whatever means we have — we
very much stand to be condemned to be taking a
E;lurt in this incredible story of stupendous cal-
sness. But how can any purveyor or peruser of
the news help activate to get the foolish thing
right ? Helplessness is another name for unfree-
dom and independence and democracy would not
be meaningfully here till the time every citizen

will have the power to see his say heard and
acted upon in matters that affect him.

There is provision for one bridge engineer
heading a team comprising three assistant engi-
neers, six senior sub-assistant engineers and
eleven sub-assistant e ers — 21 in all — with
the specilic responsibility of caring for the 14
hundred-and-odd bridges. At present there is
none manning one post of senior sub-assistant
engineer and all eleven posts of sub-assistant
engineers — reducing the maintenance force to a
bare nine-person team. What must be very
frustrating to know is the fact that the non-
existing 12 were the men-on-the-spot field
engineers and the nine that remain are all
se cntaryiﬁfpc technical R:uplc bounded on all

e

sides s bloc the view of all 1-1if
hridg::y king | real-life

Two sub-assistant engineers are cmgluycd for
es

the d:::b of constantly surveying the bri . Both
of these posts are currently vacant. at can
mean many undesirable things happening to the

bridges. Let us talk of the biggest of them all and
take only one or two examples of what can hap-
pen even to this colossus of a bridge breaches

which is very hard to miss even for non-technical
man

Fire-fighting arrangements that were from the
vcr]; day of its commissioning way back in the
early decades of the century, have been stolen. In
case of any fire, men in charge would only be able
Lo view a rare spectacle — and bite their fingers if
they so choose and nothing to stop it.

Painting the girders and trusses of the big
thing in time is one of the basic requirements for
keeping it in health. Two of its 15 girders were
painted afler the onset of monsoon which is a
crime. Bul even this is better than what has hap-

ned to girders numbered 9 and 15 which were

painted in 1977. The rest of them received a
coat of colour at intervals of ten or more years. It
doesn't need technical knowledge to get scare
from these facts. The bridge is being robbed of all
ar;?lh and its days have already been num-

The above is fact. Our knowledge of it and tak-
it all in our eternally supine posture makes ys
w:t;t; a t;lnjzlm theu(l:;imc. 4|!":.nu:il1 we don't like it.
pra t it reaches the right ears

having right minds behind them. lgh
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Famine 1s New "Mother of All Battles'" in Iraq

Barbara Nimri Aziz and Francis Mwanza write from Baghdad and Rome respectively
The Gulf war is now only a memory for many, but in Ira# its legacy lingers on in malnu-

HE Ilragl population is

on the ol a severe
[amine because of war
and crop faflure, according to
the United Nations Food and
Agriculture Organisation (FAO).
Sptralling inflation is leading

to a “grave food supply
situation”.
Aver retall prices of

available food products have
sk keted and government
subsidised food rations eover
only one third of a typical fam-
ily's lood needs.

A UN inter mission
which recently visited 168 of
Iraqgi's 18 districts reports that
nutrition is deterforating and
malnutrition is commen. The
worst afllected are children,
pregnant or breasticeding
mothers and households
headed by widows.

Sporadic clectricity sup-
plies limit what doctors in
Iraq's modern hospitals can de
for the large numbers who
suffer from cholera, typhoid
and meningitis. UNICEF is
supplying cold storage units
that run on kerosene.

"These were things we took
for granted before, they were
routine so we did not notice
them,” said Kerbala doctor
Karim Al Nafli'l or the difficulty
in running an operating room
now or providing basic medical
care.

What was once routine is
now a major hurdle and the
same s true of a once-proud
city. Destruction of and

IRACY is alive and pr-

ospering in South Chi-

na Sea but response
from the states bordering the
sca has been slow.

A combination of long
coastlines and inadequate re-
sources has made the task of
patrolling sea lanes like the
Malacca Straits, where most of
the attacks have taken place,
difficult.

Eric Ellen, director of the
London-based International
Maritime Bureau (IMB), who
was on a visit here recently,
described some of the more
recent attacks as "horrendous”.

He cited the case of a
Singapore-registered vessel,
the 'Hai Hui 1", whose crew
was manacled for a week be-
fore being rescued.

The ship, carrying con-
sumer goods destined for the
Cambodian port of Kompong
Som, was attacked by Thai-
speaking pirates at the Vung
Tao pilot station in Vietnam in
April.

e pirates, wearing ski
masks and carrying automatic
weapons, boarded the ship
during the night, disarmed a
Vietnamese customs officer
and two policemen, and hand-
cuffed and locked them up
along with the 11-man crew.

The IMB has documented
more than 40 such attacks last
year, up from just six in 1989.

"Pirates bring flags of con-
venience, registration plates

and bogus papers. It's simply

- theft, unsophisticated but it

works," said a spokesman of
the London-based Interna-
tional Shipping Federation

(ISF).

- Vessels are given bogus
names and descriptions using
false registration papers, the
ISF spokesman said. These
"phantom ships” are then sent
to pick up .cargo which are
then disposed of.

One such ship sailed from
Indonesia st year, discharged
its cargo outside Singapore wa-
ters and headed for Thailand,

Sir, 1 endorse the view ex-
pressed by Mr. M A Mutaleb in
your posted columns {July 13)
on independence of the judi:
clary.

[ want to add a few lines in
support of the same. Article
147 of the Constitution in re-
spect to the judges of the
Supreme Court may be
amcnded by omitting the Sub-
Article 4 (e). An independent
judge has to be above any in-
ducement and temptation but
Article 147 of the Constitution
is a gateway lo temptation.

Article 99 was amended
and Sub-Article (2) was added
by the Second Proclamation
(Tenth Amendment) Order
1977. In the original Article
99, there was a total disability
for judges after retirement in
gelling any appointment in the
service of the Republic and
were not allowed to plead or
act before any court or author-
ity. But alter the amendment
they became eligible to hold
judicial or quasi-judicial office
and newly added Sub-Article
(2) allowed the judges of High
Court Division to plead or act
belore the Appellate Division,
alter retirement or removal

thercfrom.

| think old Article 99 be
restored and judges of the
Supreme Court be given same
salary whether they sit in High
Court Division or Appellate
Division. Judges' retirement

age may be enhanced up to 70

yecars and 1 be made enti-
tled to full benefit on retire-
ment, and il one resigns after
completion of 10 years he
should also be entitled to same
benefits. This is not a new
idea, UK, USA and many other

trition, disease and a crippled infrastructure. A new

AO report is predicting severe

famine and details the drastic food crisis now gripping the country. Gemini News Service
reports on what the new world order has meant for post-war Iraq.

waler systems has caused
flooding of homes and streets,

and raw sewage is pouring into

the Tigris and the Euphrates
rivers. Conlaminated drinking
waler is prompling scrious

lraq's food crisis
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South-east Asia *

Piracy Rises in South China

where it changed its name.
There it picked up a cargo of
rubber valued at over US $2.8
million dollars, supposedly for
transshipment in Singapore.

But then it went to China
where its name was again
changed.

Before it could dispose of
its cargo, however, the IMB
had alerted Chinese shipping
authorities who impounded
the ship.

International maritime cri-
me investigators claim that
stolen cargo is brought to
Singapore and "laundered” by
being sold to unwary third
parties. They also claim that
one syndicate is based in the
city state where there are in-
dividuals and companies con-
spiring with the pirales.

health fears.

, the city that was
like a proudly nurtured garden
before the war, now seems to
be covered in dust with weceds
sprouting through sidewalk
cracks and pressing against
walls.

Tomatos, a staple of the
iragi diet, are at times absent
from the market. Those that
do arrive are usually so tiny
shoppers barely recognise
them. The reason: there are no
spray hoses . in the green-
houses.

Al least some farms have
food. Lettuce and carrots and
beans are plentiful. So is
cheese.

Oum Mohammed has jars of
salted cheese In the storeroom
of her farm in Yusufiya. "We
have been eating a lot of
yoghurt,” the farmer said cyni-
cally. "Our cows keep giving
milk, so far. But without gaso-
line for more than two months
our tractors could not take the
milk to market.”

The buflding that once heid
8,000 chickens was emptied
last October when chicken
feed was assigned for human

The clamour is growing for action against
murderous pirate attacks on the waters of

South-east

Asita but governments are

hampered by geographical factors and inade-
quate resources. Surya Gangadharan of IPS
reports from Singapore.

"We have documentary evi-
dence which shows lots of
high-valued goods disappear-
ing near Singapore waters,”
said Ellen

But Singapore marine po-
lice and some local shipping
companies say they have no
knowledge ol such syndicates.
"Stolen goods end up any-
where and more probably in
backward countries with litue

counirics spend substantial
amount of money to keep the
judicial system above all con-
troversy and vices. By re-intro-
ducing the old Articles 99,
115 and 116 judiciary can be
made independent.

The control (including the
power of posting, promotion
and grant of leave) and disci-
pline of the judicial Magistrate
shall vest in the Supreme
Court, as provided in the old
Article 116 of the Constitution.

If the present government
wants to do something good
for the nation as a whole it
musl made the judiciary inde-
pendent by bringing in a sepa-
rate bill.

M Saleem Ullah, Advocate,
Motijheel C/A, Dhaka.

(Global politics and ME

Sir, Recently we found in
news rcporis, as UN oflicial
announced, that lraq was still
having about 4600 pieces of
chemical ammunilions and
some 300 tons of chemical
material which could be used
in different Lypes of missiles
and weapons. | think it is not
the real figure of all that
‘'devastating’ wecapons and
chemicals.

A-qucstion will arise for me

Letters for publication in these. columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-

tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and
| addre

and | think for all conscious
people that who converted
Iraq or Saddam Hussein into a
giant, supplying these
‘devastating’ weapons ? It is far
beyond our imagination that
Iraq itsell produced all these
weapons and chemicals.

Why USA and cven the
world were almost silcnt when
Iraq was using these sophisti-
cated weapons against ils own
people and also Iranian troops
during that cight-ycar war ?
Why suddenly USA and its
western allies have decided to
destroy Lthe chemical and nu-
clear facilitics for which Iraq
once paid them billions of dol-
lars ?

Now it appears very clear
that the mean target of this
recent campaign headed by
USA is not only Iraq but the
strength of Middle
Muslims.

East

If in true sensc America has
an honest ambition to make
the Middle East free from nu-
clecar weapons, why Israel is
not being concerned in the
drive? Otherwise, the cam-
paign appears to assume f[ar
reaching plan to wcaken the
strength of Muslims and
strengthening the presence of
Isreal in the region.

S Rahim. Ashnakhah.
Dhanmond(, Dhaka.

supervision,” sald Edward Yeo,

managing director of a ship-
ping firm.

Investigators have cited
eight other Asian countries
where pirates operate. They
include — besides Singapore —
Thailand, Malaysia. Indonesia,
the Philippines, Taiwan and
China.

The pirate gangs have con-
nections with criminal syndi-
cates operating in Japan,
Korea and North America, in-

vestightors say.

OPINION

Government Shares

The Finance Minister re-
cently stated at a meeting with
the representatives of Me-
tropolitan Chamber of Co-
mmerce and Industries (MCCI)
that all public holdings i.e.
Government shares would be
disinvested in phases. He
further stated that the forth-
coming disinvestment opera-
tion would be programmed for
strengthening the capital mar-
ket through mutual funds, unit
certificates and shares and
other sccuritics. But he had
not stated on the recent deci-
sion of the Government to sell
the multinational shares

owned by the Government to

the gencral public.

Government's shares in the
multinational companies need
to be floated in the public
shares market. History shows
that shares of foreign and na-
tional companies at the initial
stage played a vital role in the
development of the stock
market in undivided Bengal
and Assam. Shares of a few
public limited tea gardens,
cotton, spinning and jute in-
dustries, and some banks with
[oreign participation in the
equity of those companies also
helped a great deal.

Not only in this sub-conti-
nent but the world's [irst stock
market, the Amsterdam Stock
Market was slarted with
shares of the existing multina-
tionals i.e. United East India
Company and West India
Company which were formed
to trade with India. The view
that in the absence of local
company sharcs those of
multinational companics will
not be traded on the Stock
Exchange is not correct. In
1980 the government invited a
mission of International
Finance Corporation to pre-
pare a reporlt on the share
market in Bangladesh. In the
report, profcssor Sidney M
Rabinson emphasized on the
role ol shares of multinational
companics in the development
of the stock market in the
country. To make such shares
available in the hands of public

| Professor Rabinson even sug-

gested a reduction of the pre-
sent perecentage of sharchold-
ing of foreign investors in the
cquity of the multinational
companics. He prescribed the
mechanism on how to reduce
the percen of thec share-
holding ol foreign estales. This
is already adopled in many
neighbouring countrics.

We art now in an advanta-
ous position since the shares

consumption. Iraq's poultry
meal and cgg sectors have
been decimated. Chickens
were sold ofl during the war
and had they not. they would
surcly have starved.

if iraq were allowed to sell
its ofl, it would be able to buy
the 7.5 million tonnes of food
it requires for 1991/92 to feed
its people, at an estimatled cost
of $2.6 billion, {ncmrdlng to
FAO.

Most . including wheat
flour corn feed for poultry,
used to be imported [rom
Canada the US and Australia.
Those shipments stopped with
the UN embargo. The sanc-
tions remain in place despite
protests from UNICEF and the
Committee for Iraqi Oppos-
iton.

Iraq last year impilemented
a scries of incentives aimed at
boosting food production.
Producer prices for cereals
were nearly doubled. Farmers
were provided with liberal
supplies of seed diverted form
the public rationing system.
Cultivation of wheat and barley
crops was introduced to new
arcas.

The pirates are usually
Filipino or Burmese. They
travel using ris and are
usually well-informed about
shipping movements.

One of the biggest prob-
lems, according to investiga-
tors, is the lack of ration
and awareness :tTe most
shipowners. More than half of
pirate attacks go unreported
because shipowners fear losing
business from delays while a

" piracy report is being investi-
ted

This has been an obstacle to
getling a comprehensive doc-
umentation of pirate attacks,
the IMB says.

Malaysia and Indonesia have
made a start. Naval and air
units of the two states will
shortly undertake joint surveil-
lance of the straits of Malacca.

"Naturally, the success or
comprehensiveness of the

e e

Abdul Karim

of multinational com ics are
already availablc with the
Government. I the stock mar-

ket is formed there will auto-
matically be trading of shares
of multinational and national
companies on the Stock
Exchange. In view of the disin-
vestment of industries the
prospect is now bright. There
is also a suggestion to float
shares of public sector enter-
prises in the public share
market.

The portiolios of Unit Funds
and Mutual Funds of ICB do not
at all make the public owners
of the shares of multinational
companies. Since ICB is the
holder of the share certificates
of multinational companies,
the share certificates ate in
the name of ICB. To protect
the national interest widely,
the floatation of Unit Funds,
Mutual funds, cte. of ICB with
multinational shares need to
be stopped henceforth. It
needs to be so because the
public issue of shares of multi-
national companies will not be
made within 10 to 15 years
because of their incorporation
alter independence, lack of
expansion in the ncar [uture,
and the like. So the monopo-
listic holding of multinational
shares carmarked for general
public by ICB or any [inancial
institution needs to be stopped
for the greater interest to-
wards the growth of stock
market. In socialist countries
like USSR, China etc at pre-
sent they arc thinking to cre-
ate and develop the stock
market and it is so without any
monopolistic character rather
broad basing it. Historically our
economy is capitalistic in na-
ture. Disposal of multinational
shares to the public will de-
prive the Government of a
[ixed income: this attitude of
Government officials needs to
be given up. Unless it is done
so, the growth of stock market
will be a dream. Growth of
stock market ensures the pri-
vate investment and ultimately
it attracts the foreign invest-
ment.

So, to facilitate rolling of
the share certificates in the
hands of the public, the mar-
ketable lot of 5 shares is fixed
not only in our country, but in
many countries, including
neighbouring ones.

To protect investment of
the shareholders from loss and
to keep private investment
alive and profitable, there are
many financial institutions in

mmay countrice to buy shares

in Multinationals

that have become ris
the fall in their value. It is true

But cereal output actually
slumped because of the break-
down of irrigation and drai-

nage systems, a s of
essential inputs lke A
and disruption of
Rainfall was also erratic and
insufMicient, in the

the north. In several areas
"black rain” from ofl
wells harmed tion and

supply.
Livestock numbers haye

been halved due to lack of
feeds, vaccines, and a thriving

the resources we have,”
Malaysian Defence Minis
Datuk Sert Najib Tun Razak.
The Thai government has
set up a special force drawn
from members of the customs.,
marine police and the central
investigation bureau to combat
piracy in the Chao river.
In April. Philippine police

arrested a porean and
four others accused of hijack-
ing a government-owned ofl
tanker and dis ng of its
4.500 twnnes of oill products
worth USS$1.7 million.

Jurisdictional problems
have proven to be a obsta-
cle because the pirate attacks
often take place in interna-
tional waters.

But the clamour for action
is proving The Federation of
AS powners is getting
worried at the high-risk rating
ASEAN states have gotten from
maritime agencies. And the
United Nations High Com-
missioner for Refugees has
decried the murderous pirate
attacks on defenceless Vie-

tnamese refugees. ¢

surveillance will depend g

ky, due to

that ICB has not so [far
achieved this stage.

One of the reasons for this
is that a very substantial

‘amount of "bridging loan” is

due [rom the companies fi-
nanced by ICB and in opera-
tion. Due to the lack of ade-
quate profitability shares of
such companies are not re-
ported to be issued. Before fi-
nancing the com , a de-
tailed feasibility study was
made by ICB for those compa-
nies which, as reported, are
not capable of repaying the
loans. How can the com

be thought to be profitable ?

The rate of dividends so far
declared by ICB is not satisfac-
tory. In view of the “bridge
loan™ and poor financial per-
formance, people legitimately
doubt that ICB is not willing to&
float shares of multinational®l
companies in the public share|
market.

The share market is ex-
tremely shy in our country but
our pecople are willing enough
to buy profitable shares. In rEr:
cent time the over subscrip-
tion of a few public issues of
multinationals bear testimony
to this fact. These over-sub-
scriptions had been by 300%
to 500%. Just alter indepen-
dence the overnight nationali-
sation of a f[ew industries,
trade and commerce caused
indescribable loss to the na-
tion. Like-wise il we fail to sus-
tain the present enthusiasm of
small investors, it will be ex-
tremely difficult to create it in
future.

Trade, commence, indus-
tries etc are meant for the
wellare of the common people
since they are the actual buy-
ers of industrial products.
Their participation in the
equity of economy is encour-
aged all over the world in pub-
lic issue of shares. The mai
objective of this has been '
train the gencral public i §
make investments in terms ¢
shares of a company and to
switch over, as [ar as possible,
the burden of bankers and the
financial institutions onto the
shoulders of public to provide
the companics with funds,

To train the public and de-
velop the stock market, ICB's
shares in mullinational com-
panies need to be sold without
any premium directly to the
people instead of any via me-
dia. To develop the stock mar-
ket, besides the ICB, the
Government has a role to play
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