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T HE world's largest ma-
ngrove forest is in Ban
gladesh. True to its
name it s one of the mosl
beautiful places on earth. Spra-
wling over a mudllat of 56770
square kilometres (sq.km.) il
is mot only the largest forest
block ([about 40%) of
Bangladesh but also o challenge

Shamsul Anwar

An effective resource management system has to be evolved to
save the world's largest mangrove forest that has been declining

at an alarming speed over the past 30 years.
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proved and their services
should be accountable to the
nation through the superior
administration of government

of Bangladesh.

Fourthly, wildlife conserva-
tion, tourism and fishery has
been given a lip service in the
Eust. These respurces must be

and opportunity for loresters, 20.000, (6) Estuarine b. Gewa — 3.30 i UNESCO and ment of rought with rview

ecologists. ceonomists, reso crocodiles (Crocodilus poro- ° " Government of Bangladesh. cnnnf:vn:llnh:.gclﬂianc: ::E
urce managers. conscrvati sus)— 100, Snakes (cobra, (G.O.B. records) This decision is yet to see the the use of resources Il prop-
onists, environmentalists, and python, vipers ete.)— 30 A second inventory was light of the day. erly organised Bundn;'hant can

@ host of other subject

specialists. Out of its total area

species, Birds (including sea-
sonal visitors)— 186 species,

made during 1985 at which
the stock position was re-

Remedial Measures

attract terminal tourist trade
from all over the world like

nearly one third f.e, 1820 sq Fish— 400 species, and estuar-  vealed to be th 4

:_r.m is river. In the past this ine and marine turtles. a. Sundari — 7.87 million 1t mav be adkad % ,a':m[:::::f mﬂ gr:l:: _ _ “

g?:[;::jesjmﬁg;g:ﬁl ;Ej?::;:-? e cul:l.:n metres, why thi:rjl; shoibd e .,z :::1_{ and a herpetarium can be the A panoramiec view of the Sundarbans.

Mhulng and B distrl;:ta. h": The Stnh-mmmw L Gcwa" - 1.82 interest in Sundarbans when focus of attraction in the ort- .

addition to 24 Pargana district (G.O.B. records) ' there are other priority issues et AL H:'w;“t::ll‘:d'g P““‘% low the rank of a full-time cost money to introduce such
in West Bengal (India). Large This collection of flora and This ‘means that stocking of mmég mihli itlun. ,Lhe ‘m:: Lastly, the ageing fleet of Elrl:Pnpiniun that nmw.gmm! i ::I Cﬂnmmun“nﬂirh:[mmF“mﬂmldh. “l;-l: :ititr?::‘ﬂim Bul:‘;d.d i";tb;;;llwﬂpﬁi:

scale deforestation was made
by the British during 19th
century. The present area is
bourided, on the north by a
aymber of small streams

ch are silting up) on the
€ast by Baleswar river, on the
south by Bay of Bengal and on
the west by the Raimangal and
Harinbhanga rivers the
midstreams of which cons-
titute the international boun-
dary between Bangladesh and
India.

fauna have to be viewed as
components of a system l.e.,
the mangrove ecosystem and
not as discreet individuals or
populations. The mangrove
ccosystem grow on the mud-
flats at this interface of big
rivers and the sea. A positive
suceessional regime from grass
to big trees is identifiable. The

big trees in turn create a mi- -

croclimate on the forest floor
which is conducive for survival.
prowth and conservation ol the

e
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Sundari has been reduced by
40% while that of Gewa has
been reduced by 45% during
the last 30 years. Under scien-
tific management of forests,
bank deposit scheme is ap-
plied whereby the principle is
left intact, but the interest in
the form of increment is taken
out as the yield from con-
served forest.

Under such rigid condition
the growing stock should have
remained intact if not in-

portant than it looks from the
point of view of environment,
sociology, economics and sct-
entific management. For ex-
ample, during the last 200
years, the coastal districts
(Barisal. Noakhali. Chittagong)
have been battered by tropical
cyclones 35 times with colos-

sal damage to life and prop-
erty. But the damage to greater
Khulna district which is in the
lee of Sundarbans during the
same period has been minimal.

Again the Sundarbans has
been providing direct em-
ployment to about one hun-
dred thousand people during
peak working season. This sets
a chain of economic activity
through transportation, mar-
keting and processing of raw
materials in mills and facto-
ries. The net benefit reaches
to no less than 5 million peo-
ple in south and south-west
and middle of Bangladesh.
Lastly, if the forest cover of
Sundarbans goes below a criti-
cal level the life process and
nutrition cycles would be seri-
ously impaired leading to ex-

launches and river craft need
immediate amendment and
increase in number in order to
cope with large volume of in-
tensive work. a well-
developed infrastructure for
supply and maintenance of
goods and services to the gov-
ernment personnel, contrac-
tors and their labour is an
essential pre-requisite for an
ideal resource management
system, which lie beyond the
last outpost of human civiliza-
tion.

of the Sundarbans with only
two graduate foresters is an
understaffed organization.
Such a large area with pecu-
liarities and specialities of its
own require number of
highly qualified personnel
working as a team duk' sup-
ported by a full-fledged
Mangrove Research [nstitute.
In the fitness of things it ap-
pears that administration,
management, conservation and
research should be brought
under a Senior Officer not be-

General Information

Area

Nearly 2400 sq miles or
3600 sq Km

Forest Limits

North-Bagerhat, Khulna and
Satkhira districts; South-Bay of
Bengal; East-Baleswar (or
ltarin ghata) river, Perojpur,
Barisal district, and West-
Raimangal and Hariabhanga
rivers which partially form

Most pleasant journey from
Dhaka to Khulna is by paddle
stcamer Rocket presenting a
picturesque panorama of rural
Bangladesh. Day and night-long
coach services by road are also
available. The quickest modc is
by air [rom Dhaka to Jessore
and then drive to Khulna by
road.

Journey Time

assisted by a retinue of profes-
sional graduates specialized in
management of renewable re-
sources, conservation special-
ists (biometric assessors for
annual felling and control of
felling operations and pre-
scriptions), research in major
and minor crop in fleld and in
the proposed research institu-
tion, and by other men special-
ized in marine/mechanical
engineering. public relation
and miscellaneous Hnkage ef-
fects. It would undoubtedly

e tinction of important species Bangladesh boundary with It varies depend

....... pending on tides

of flora and fauna, as has hap- West Bengal in India. - against or in favour in the

u pened in Chokoria, Sundarbans Mai river. Usually 6 to 10 hours
. | . and Teknaf. Cox's Bazar dis- Attractions journcy by molor vessel from i

. 8 i, _ S trict (The Daily Star., August 5 Wild lifc photography Mongla to Hiron Point or

Spolled deers grazing in a meadow deep inside the forest. and 10. 1991). In order to ob-  jncluding photography of the Katka.
As carly as 1903 I)r David entire mangrove ecosystem. In creased. Consequently. it must ::t;:c:ﬂ;:mn !ﬁ:;t:it:::; fnrr:m! O o amn Tigcr
. : : stem. , : ild life vi i )
Prain Hsted 198 ;p{-ric:t of this ecosystem every indtvidual be concluded that felling has are offered in all humility as i:‘midc t;: vr;::.:g' wﬁgﬂl;:ﬁ Accommodation Inside
plants in the Sundarbans. The  acts on its neighbour and asso been far in excess of increase, conchuding remarks. by this recordings, ARtTE study the Forest

retired forester, to whom con-

|

out project will give positive
results for economic indices
e.g., Benefit: Cost (B.C) ratio,
Net Present Value [NPV) and
Internal Rate of Return (IRR).
This is well supported by Dr
Nawajesh Ahamed who has
proved that a single tree gives
financial and economic benefit
of Tk 30 lakh within its lifes-
pan of 40 years (The Daily
Star, August 10, 1991).

The author is a Retired
Deputy Chief Conservator of
Forests.

a : W ;
o SR h, e et
s - R o

most Iimportant ol these |s clale and Is acted upon by its  resulting in depletion of the |
, meeting fishermen, wood- Hiron Point : Comlfortablc g SR S s SRS
:::-:H” [HEI’H!#I"E minor)  neighbour and associates in a  growing stocks i.e., the forest servation of forests is an article ., t1ers and honey collectors. three-storied Rest House of
*h constitute dhrul 77% of  serfes of nutrition cycles of capital. The GOB records of of a faith Peace and tranquility in the the Mongla Port Authority. Tourists on a country boat, used for movement inside
::hr MW, Dyvciwad., the it ‘_‘rhkt man and the camivores  annual felling indicate this sit- wilderness, sceing the world's  Prior booking is to be made. Sundarbans.
mportant species s Gewa are the end users. The surplus  uation Firstly, an inventory audit of largest mangrove forest and Katka : Forest Department Climate (April-May) and 1t 1s interest.

(Excaecaria azallocha) which
account for necarly 20% of tree
population. The remaining 3%
comprises of Keora (Sonn
erasia apetala). Passur (Carapu
momceensis), Haen [Avicenta

of nmitrients and bye products
flow to Bay of Bengal and sup-
port  three rich fishing
grounds. By and large the sys-
lem would be stable within

ltmits of scientific mantpula-

During the last 30 years ma-
ture and sub-mature Sundar
trees are dying back from top
downwards in ever-widening
circles. The damage is almost
in epidemic proportion and is

1985 inventory should be un-
dertaken to ascertain the pop
ulation status of important
llrautl of trees and the extent
of damage due to die back of
Sundari. This is to assist future

the riverine beauty.

Famous Spots

Iiron point (Nilkamal) for

tiger, decr, monkey, croco-
dilcs, birds and natural beauty.

Rest House located here. Prior
booking essential.

Drinking Water : Drinking
water is 1o be carried. Water
availlable is salinc.

Climate in the Sundarbans
is moderate. Air is humid. Full
monsoon s from June to
Scptember. The annual rainfall
average betwecn 65" and 70°.

ing to see how they locate a
hive and then colleet honey.

Flora and Fauna

The Sundarbans in c¢n-

offilinatis). Goran (Cerfops tion by man. Unfortunately, believed to be sed dis-

st Y i el el b g m;: Hci:hrr :.ucumbry'chr:- t:hnlul policy formulation Katka for deer, tiger, Journcy by Rockct Stecamer During ebb tide the forest dowed by natlure "_“!'-h ”‘_ﬂ'f

(Bruguiera gymnorhiza) and lost during the last 30 years sive survey hnnngern I'I'l:ldl.“ to . crocodiles, varicties of birds m:iﬂﬂfunﬂj:dljttliﬁ lime is b‘fﬂﬁm"-'ﬂmt:ﬂ‘r;}' ﬁ"—'? ft‘ﬂh:"d] ﬁﬁ;ﬂ:{f I;[;'u:i I:"Lﬂt? ::;T r‘
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thr;; UGT;IPHII;"‘ ruu-mlru The world famous mangrove  giudy the extent and cause of Secondly, it Is of immediate :::m:ﬂn:"r};' hm:lm'"F :{I}: 22 Hours for Mongla and 24  the ;_-g:un- t!q'rﬂ[ﬂw :r the for- Royal Bengal Tiger with

palm pata (Nipa fruticans).  ccosystem of the Sundarbans I8 damage nor any remedial mea- tmportance to undertake bio- § tymphony: O Hours for Khulna from Dhaka. cst floats on water. Camera if onc has the time to

In addition there are a large
number of [ferns MOss
lichens, algac. fungli bacteria
and virs.

The fauna of the Sundarbuns
E l:quulhr' nch. These are (1)
spolled deers [(Axis  axis) -

manilesting signs of dying in
¢ iptently and at places overtly
and clearly. The following dis-
dying back of
Sundarbans mangrove ccosys
lwm is a posilive pointer

An inventory of the growing

cussion ol

sure has been undertaken as
yet. Only the discased trees are
being removed. which Is no
solution against the epidemic.
Of late it has been reported
that thefl of forest produce is
rampant all over the

metric studies to ascertain
rate of increment of biomass of
important species of trees
(Nora). Henceforward not more
than 75% of the Increment
should be allowed to be taken
out in annual harvest, The bal-

fowls. Vast expansc of grassy
meadows running from Katka
to Kachi-Khali (Tiger PPoint)
provide opportunities for wild
tracking.

Tin Kona Island for tiger
and deer.

Dublar Char (Island) for

Entry Permission
Prior Permission must be
obtained through written

application from the Divisional
Forest Offlice, Circuit House

Life in Forest

Only means of transporta-
lion inside the forest is boal.
There is no road no trail of a
path anywhere. The wood-cut-
ters make temporary dwellings

wait in the forest. There are a
good number of tigers in the
Sundarbans. Lovely spotled
decr are casy to find. Besides
therc are a wide varicly of wild
life for which the Sundarbans
is so f[amous.

B0.000, (2] Wild boars (Sus stk of the Sundarbans was Sundarba was - ance crement should Road 20665 res Visit the Fores

scrofora) - 20.000 (3) Koyal male in 1958 This mvﬂutlu: k;:r]w: in :'r:t :::thﬂm ll’l.':]:- be r:t:::m{::lf IIF1|:1|+r al ht:llt go [fishermen. It is a beautiful fs-  Jhuina (Fhore: ) ;:: “:':: E‘?E; rf.li- Lf:‘:l IE fl " 1' . ¥ ¢

Bengal Tigers (Panthera 1) tion revealed the stock post tion is further confounded due years to build up the loss of land where herds of spotted  21173) to visit the Sundar- wﬂlg animals — nLht:r: lr::rnun Permission from the
deer arc often seen to graze. bans. Required cn-trance fees Divisional Forest officer

gris)— 350 to 450 (4] Khesus
w (Macaca mullatta) -
A Semooth Tnddbaan ot

perspicillaia) -

4
ir MLatra

o of the main crop as fol-
b s

a. Sundart — 13.04 million
cubic mwtres.

o weak law and rtguhuﬂn.
understaflled administrative
machinery and outdated logis-
tic support (launches, boats,
rivercraft, communication and

capital suffered during the last
30 years.

Thirdly, the present stalfl
stre and pattern is obso-

Means of Communication

Water transport is the only
means of communication for

for visitors, vessel or boat
payable at the relevant forest
station/range oflice.

boats. In the Chandpai region
it is [ascinaling to see the no-
madic fishermen (living with
familics on boats) catching fish
with the help of trained otters.

Khulna s required to visit lo
the forest. Cholera vaccine is
tlo be taken well in advance.
Anti-malarial, anti-diarrhoeal,
inscet-repellent cream, drink-

supply machinery). lete. staffing has got to be visiting the Sundarbans from Guided Tours Exciting activitics take place
At the UNESCO Regional strengthened both In quantity Khulna or Mongla Port. rivate in Dublar Char in the lorest ing water, green coeonuls,
Seminar on Human uses of the  and quality. Young ssional motor launch, speed boats, Bangladesh Parjatan Corpo- where fishermen from Chitta- mcdical kit, light tropical

Mangrove Environment and

should be established in
Bangladesh under assistance of

ing and working conditions
have to be fundamentally im-

country boats as well as mech-

rockel steamer to Khulna —
the gateway lo the Sundarbans

ration, Natfonal Tourism Orga-
offers all-inclusive

scason (October to March).
Group size: Minimum 10 pax.

DOG-LOVING BRITISH FACE A

te of violence iIn-
dangecrous dogs

has led the British go-
vernment to the brink of

Mauling by a dog of a small girl has forced Britons — a nation of dog lovers —
into facing the fact that some of their canine companions are potential killers. And in
fact some of them are specially bred to kill. Gemini News Service reports on the
canine crisis facing Britain, and the realisation that killer dogs are now a significant

CRUE

gong gather for four months

honcy-collectors who work in
groups Tor just two months

m-dm-ch-#'n};
wounding after his pit bull

druess, thick rubbber soled boots
etc. are to be carried with the

Management Implications supervisors and technictans anised vessel of Mongla Port nization, (mid Oct. to mid Feb.) to catch

_[Dhaka 1978) 1t was unani- should be inducted in this Authority might be hired for guided package tours from and dry fish. But the most tourist. It will be wise to take
mously decided that a Regional forest after intensive training the purpose. From Dhaka visi- Dhaka to Sundarbans and daring and exciting of all the help of an expericnced
Mangrove Research Institute at home and abroad. Their Iiv-  tors may travel by air, road or return during the tourist activities is presented by the 8Suide to make the journey

fruitful.
Courtesy : BPC.

timated at 10,000 and the
:ﬂu has dropped to about
160 a dog.

Scotland Yard wants the

_ s 3 terrfer bit a man fol- on in
factor in criminal activity. by Ken Hyder mmm"u?m.un .:wm:' a
lovers besotted with their pets. in a restaurant. The constable  to be dangerous and not under
It could mean that up to -mmmuu ;.hh*h'“c:'n Hbmu it I'-;‘hnnu-:l:hly e -Iunm lmmﬂp was off work for two weeks. proper control, both
up - to jaws cons and horse In January, a policeman was  private and public places.
- of all is the American pit are much more powerful than were t down by three bitten while an arrest
terrier. other breeds. Staffordshire bull terriers. du domestic dispute in They t improved pow-
hhhr;-mmuu In Londeon, Both were 5 o & g
one pit terrier in nine s incidents In
ol i gerous dog are February
m—ﬁn‘m-hm more minor on
t compares with one in place each dog
200 rottweilers and one In quarter of terrier ofl
300 German shepherds. bitten each it and
And even rottwefl- country's 7. m:.:
ers outnumber pit by 18 A relatively new : "I's
to one, pit bull terriers the ment is people.
I-ld'h:—ﬁ' of cases of eriminal
recorded Scotland Yard. ately set to
They account for a quarter of These $200.
dlwiﬂml . used in in May,
napector Alan Oerrish, a dealers who ngton, ths harassed police mx‘-d‘np. systemalic
FUNUNE SULION. WIS Duat. Seas R s g b o S e ey An v B eodl-w-fnacsineis el 't B H B
t 1 terriers, firs
-ﬂhﬂﬂ% exa affordshire rriers ta’p-.rdhlrllﬂu: w-d?umhum-

pose of rural electrification.
dobermans and rottweflers. A 1978, it cost about $2,000
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