USSR's 5 central
Asian republics
sign accord

TASHKENT (Soviet Union).
Aug 16: The Soviet Union's

five Central Astan Republics
signed a cooperation agree-

reduce their dependence on
Moscow, reports Reuter.

The paet. bringing ther
than 50 l:nﬂllnnm:'nplc
. land stretching from the
Cas Sea to Chinese
r, attempts to set up di-
rect trading links between the
- republics to replace the old
central supply channels, con-
trolled by Moscow.
Those channels have bro-
ken down as the vast country
moves to introduce a market

Rebels kill 41
In Mozambique

* MAPUTO, Aug 15: The

National Resistan-
ce ) rebels killed 41
people in their attack on the
southern Mozambican town of
Chibuto on Friday, Radio
Mozambique reported yest-
erday (Wednesday). says
Xinhua, |

Another 77 were injured
and an unknown number of

people were abducted, said the
radio. .

The radio also said that the
rebels looted 77 houses and

loo

shops during the raid on the
about

| of

_ uto,

seated.
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180 kilomietres

LAHORE, Aug 15: Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharil threat-
ened on to destroy
the Pakistan People's Party
(PPP) of opposition leader
Benazir Bhutto, reports Reuter.

The s attack, made

"on the 44th anniversary of

Pakistan's ndence, was
one of the st against his
main political foe since taking
office last November.

"My blood bolls when some-
body utters the People's Party's
name.” Shartfl tnf:l tens of
thousands of le brought in
to the Punjab provincial capi-
tal of Lahore by special trains
and buses. "l wish to strike and
break it into pieces.”

He earlier laid the founda-
tion stone of a monument to
mark the migration of millions
of Muslims to Pakistan from
India when British India was -
partitioned at independence in
1947. _

Across the city, Bhutto was
due to address a rival public
rally in a show of popular

strength. _

"She had challenged us in
1990 and was defeated,” Sharif
said in a reference to last
October’'s elections which his
Islamic Democratic Alliance
(IDA) won by a landslide.

"I tell her don't throw the
challenge,
said. "You lost yesterday
and you will lose today as well.”

The PPP blamed its defeat

on what it called massive vote

after president Ghulam
Is Khan sacked Bhutto's
government a year ago on dis-
puted charges of abuse of

power. :

Sharif's attack on the PPP
came only two days after the
party its opposition allies

 the

u will lose,”™ he |

ELIEFRY

where the Gaza
command of the
Armed Forces is
with 198 men sinks off China:
An ofl exploration barge with 198 persons aboard sank in a
typhoon off southern China on Thursday and initial reports
said one person had died and 71 others were rescued, the
he

Haa‘m'm:rnmmtr: ., says AP from Hong Kong.
government said Hong Kong-based ships and

rs were heading to the scene of the disaster, 105
kilometers (65 miles) east of Hong Kong.
"'We don't know too much detail about the nature of the

ns. "We know there is a

typhoon blowing and | would think the vessel will be in the

ne Phomvihane, one of the most durable of Indochina's
-guard revolutionaries, was elected President of Laos

today, a broadcast monitored

by the British Broadcasting

§ Corporation (BBC) said, reports Reuter from London.
. The BBC, monitored in London, said the proceedings of

the third day of a mecting of the supreme people assembly
were broadcast live on Laotian radio.
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tear gas Thursday to
the closed and heavily
with Communist North Korea. reporfts AP from

fired tear gas from black armoured
several hundred of about 15,000 students ho
rally tried to leave from the main gate of Seoul's
University of Foreign Studies.

fatherland’ shouted students. hurling firebombs
The campus is one of two adjacent schools

satellite blasts off: .

carrying a 4.2 tonne satellite blasted off from a
space base in the jungle
reports Reuter from French Guiana.

unch from a control centre 12

The assembly was charged with making sweeping changes
the country's leadership approving the coun
constitution since the 1976 Communist takeover and setting

try's first

in Seoul: &

disperse students preparing
armed border to promote

attempts to Teach the border would be
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soldiers killed in Pei'u: Leftist

rillas killed 20 members of Peru's security forces in two
scparate ambushes this week, one in the country

s main coca-

growing region. radio reports and offirtals said on Wednesday .

reports Reuter from Lima
Two

Eleven marines died and four were inj

also died in operations following the attacks.

ured when guerillas

ambushed a marine patrol in Aguaytia, 400 kms (240 miles)
northeast of Lima on Tuesday night. radio programme Del

Peru said in a report from its correspondent in the region.
is located in the heart of Peru's coca-growing
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at the Lime.

demanded fresh elections un-
der a neutral caretaker gov-
ernment.

The 22 op tion groups
threatened that opposition
deputies in the national
assembly would resign unless
the demand was met.

Sharif reacted to the threat

saying: "We have many peo-
:i waiting, please don't delay
resignation.”
AFP adds: Nawaz Sharil and
his main rival, Benazir Bhutto,

held scparate rallies in Lahore

Wednesday in what was seen as

-
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BOSTON: US former hos

a show of m;.ngth on 45th
independence ; -

Buses, trucks and other ve-
hicles continued to transport
party supporters to Pakistan's
second-biggest ecity, which is
also known as its unofficial
polhtlc.l! and intellectual capi-
ta

Roads were blocked at sev-
cral intersections as vehicles
bedecked with the tri-
coloured flags of Bhutto's
Pakistan People's Party (PPP)
continued to bring crowds for
her much-publicised public

_______

tage Edward Tracy embraces his daughters Monica (L) and

International

Sharif threatens to destroy PPP.

meeting at the historic Mochi
Gate

Sharils Pakistan Muslim
League (PML), meanwhile, ar-
ranged a rally at Walton Park,
ostensibly to lay the founda-
tion stone.

But political observers said
the occasion became a direct

competition to pull in crowds
alter Bhutto, intensifying pres-
sure on Sharif to quit, vowed
carlier this month to address a
huge rally in Lahore.

The former premier's chal-
lenge came after she led the

..........
--------
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Margrot August 14 on his arrival at Boston's Veterans Hospital. Tracy was held hostage in
Lebanon for five years and is in Boston for medical treatment.
h—

India denies reports of parades,

— AFP/UNB photo

flag hoisting by Kashmiri militants

SRINAGAR, Aug 15: Five
persons including two mili-
tants were killed while some
senjor state government func-
tionaries narrowly escaped an
attempt on their lives
Wednesday, reports PTI.

Thirty one suspects includ-
ing two Pakistan trained mili-
tants, were arrested and cur-
few was imposed in Baramulla,
Anantnag and parts of 3

Denying reports ufm
and flag hoisting by militants
in connection with the inde-
pendence day of Pakistan, gov-
ernment spokésman told re-

rs that some militants
urriedly collected at two

No such parades took place
in Srinagar or elsewhere in the
valley on Wednesday and suit-
able’ precautionary measures
were taken to deal with the
situation.

Meanwhile Izrahil group, a
new militant outfit clat re-

nsibility for the abduction

Mr 8 L Khosa, branch man-
ager of New India Assurance
Company. Mr Khosa, 38, was

up from his Midency

office on Tuesday by four
armed youth who broke into

AP from New Delhi adds:
Prime Minister P V Narasimha
Rao Thursday called on scpa-
ratist rebels in the states of

and Kashmir to eschew
violence and pledged to work
with them to resolve their

The I""rimc Minister's
speech to the nation on the

Mujahideen
kill 20

ISLAMABAD, Aug 15: Afghan
Mujahideen launched a rocket
attack on Kabul the day after
missfile struck a crowded bus
kiling at least 20 people,
Alghanistan's official Bakhtar

Four rockets were fired
frqm hills around the Alghan
capital yesterday. wounding
four people in residential ar-
cas.

On Tuesday one rocket hit a
bus. sending shrapnel and
shards of glass scything
‘through the vehicle and nearby
shops. About 34°people¢ were

injured.
Bakhtar, adfcused the
Pakistan Army of supplying the

rockets to the Mujahideen,
who are trying to topple the
Soviet-backed government in
Kabul

44th anniversary of indepen-
dence made no promises of
amnesty to the rebels. But his
remarks were a departure
from the usual hard line fol-
lowed by the nt.
They also spelt out for the
first time the course the 55-
day-old government will follow
in tackling the insurrections
launched by religious minori-
ties.
"l want to make it clear,
nothing will be gained by ter-
rorism,” Rao said after unfurl-
ing the national flag on the
entrance to the 16-century
Red Fort in the heart of the

The rebels "can never real-
ize their objectives in this
way.” he said. "Let them come
forward, we can all find a solu-
tion. There is no problem to
which a solution cannot be
found.”

In both states, militants
called for a boycott of celebra-
tions marking the anniversary
of independence.

In Punjab, a rich farming
state, at least 3,760 people
have been killed this year in a
relentless war by Sikh rebels

to form an independent
homeland.
Muslim se tists in the

picturesque Kashmir valley
have been fighting for inde-
pendence since the beginning
of 1990.

e I —

-

| leaning Awami

opposition leaders to a 12-

hour ‘hunger strike in
Islamabad to st what she
called "black " — the new

legislation Sharif has enacted
to curb a surge in erimes.

On the eve of her public
meeting, she attended an All
Parties Conference (APC).
here, which was attended by
more than 20 political ps
of varying shades, mcﬁs‘l‘ng
her four-party People's
Democratic Alliance.

The APC  highlighted
"faflures” of the government in
controlling inflation and
unemployment, and a com-
mmhtmun th:hrnltlun'l con-
troversial nuc programme
under alleged US pressure.

It threatened en masse
resignations of opposition
deputies if the nts at
the centre and the four

rovinces were not replaced
leaders representing a na-
tional consensus.

Bhutto gave no date while
Sharif, in a countermove, suc-
ceeded iIn the left-
(ANP) into his folds. The pro-
Moscow party accepted
Sharif's long-standing of
two ministerial posts in the
federal cabinet.

Sharif, who dismissed the
APC as a drama, criticised the
conduct of some opposition
leaders who were "making efl-
forts to damage democracy and
destroy democratic institu-
tions in the country.”

Stressing that the nation
stood behind him in dealing
harshly with criminals he said
the opposition’'s eflorts against
his government were bound to
fizzle out.

A bandful of subversive ele-
ments could not be allowed to
play with the destiny of the
nation, he said adding that his
policies would usher in an era
of peace and prosperity in
Pakistan.

Bhutto's
late into the night.

Observers said that because
gatherings at public mee
are considered barometres ol a
gny‘u pularity in Pakistan,

th made major organi-
sational efforts to attract large
crowds.

Newspaper otfice
raided in Madras:
2 killed

NEW DELHI, Aug 15: A

was to last

Madras today
(Wednesday), the Press "Trust

%

ﬂukly.
the attack was the work of ac-
tivists from the Sri Lankan

Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eclam (LTTE).

Off the Record
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CUTTACK: All working in Orissa can soon travel
by buses freely in the state, reports PTI.

They could avail themselves of full concession in the buses
owned by the public sector Orissa State Road Transport
Corporation as well as private buses, said Mr Satya Ray,’
General to the Utkal Journalists Association. *

He said that a decision to this effect had been taken at a
e with the Transport Minister, Mr t Behera

and Public Relation Minister, Mr Sarat K
Kar on last. o=

He said that the Dhtrlut Information and Public Relations

Department would furnish the names of the correspondents
to the state ment and the news would furnish

papers
mennmufﬂmnewrhnglnt!rdnkiormﬂfnw
travel passes.
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CEMINAC (Yugoslavia): An elderly Croatian woman
weeps in front of a Croatian soldier here early August 14
following an overnight Serbian mortar bomb attack on this

east Croatia village. Three Croatian para-military

policemen were killed overnight and 23 wounded in fierce
— AFP/UNB pheto

clashes in the Osijek region.
Indonesian National Day to
be celebrated with poetry

JAKARTA: About 70 prominent Indonesian . includ-

ing Cabinet Ministers and business tycoons, will hold a joint

try reading on the eve of National Day, press reports said
on Thursday, reports AFP.

The air poetry reading. part of the city’s commemo-
ration of National Day on August 17, will be held on Friday
evening at Jakarta's vast Central Square near the State Palace,
the Merdeka Dally said.

‘The head of the Committee, Mayor General
Syaukat Banjaransari, said the event, scheduled to last at least
six hours, would present a wide range of poetry with patrio-
tism, the struggle for independence and religions as their

themes.
Among the readers would be Coordi Minister of

Security and Political Affairs Sudomo, Education and Culture
Minister Fuad Hasan, leading playright and poet Willy Rendra,
business tycoons William a and Ciputra, and
President Suharto’'s eldest daughter Siti Hardiyanti Indra
Rukmana, Syaukat said.

The readers would take part as individuals and not in their

to rule Panama,
plans Evn: his again if he is released from
to is
He's going to go back and run the of Panama as he
did in the past, Rubino told a Miami radio station. '

ment, his Secretary said.
In his radio statement, Rubino described the current US-
Panamanian government of Guillermo Endra as
one foot on a banana peel.”

Noriega was brought to the United States in January 1990
following a December 20, 1989, invasion of Panama by US

PARIS Aug 15: Shapour
Bakhtiar, stabbed 10 death with
an aide at his home outside
Paris on Thursday lived in fear
for his lile since fleeing Iran
12 years ago after serving just
five weeks as Prime Ministers
reports Reuter.

Bakhtiar (76) became a fo
cus for opposition to Iran's
Islamic republic and the rule
of the during his ex-
fle in France and was sen-
tenced to death in absentia by
the Tehran authorities.

He survived an assassina-
tion attempt in 1980 when
four Arabs attacked his flat
shooting dead a police man
and a neighbour. He lived un-
der permanent guard,
mounted by four French po-
liceman and his own securily
men.

Bakhtiar satd he was puz-
zled when President Francols
Mitterrand, secking improved
relations with Iran, last July
freed Anis Naccache, the
Lebanese guerilla who led the
raid

A m:dcmﬂwtlﬂ who
always bel in a need for
compromise, Bakhtiar was the
focus of a group of anti-
Khomeini dissidents in ]1980.
He announeed the formation of
a national resistance move-

:nt o help overthrow the
republic. -
The structure of our na-

tional economy is shattered,

laws and order discredited,

women treated as slaves, mi-

norities oppressed, tongues
tied and pens broken, he said

He remained in touch with
his homeland through a net-
work of supperters in Iraq,
coded messages and letters,
he dreamt of returm in to
power udder a restored
monarch and belleved the era
stablished the late

Ayatollah Ruhbollah Khomeni
was doomed.

Bakhtiar was the fourth and
last in a succession of Prime
Ministers a nted by Shah
Mohammed Pahlavi in a
desperale attempt lo save the
monarchy.

A former deputy leader of
the Opposition, he took con-
ol of a country seething with
resentment against ghe Shah

and moun support for
Islamic leader :
But Bakhtiar's |liberal

Westernism was as unwelcome
as the Shah's modern tenden-
cies, he resigned in despair
after governing for a stormy
five weeks his compromise po-
lices collapsing as Khomeini
swepl to power.

He disappeared and re-
mained in ng for five and a
half months before, resurfacing
at Paris airport, His life as an
exile had .

A FLASHBACK: Shapour Bakhtiar with his bedyguards in

Paris after f

from Iran in 1979,

Bakhtiar persuaded Shah o

where he lived quictly with his
family. His son, who the
French raised the alarm
when he f[ailed to reach
Bakhtiar by telephone.

Like many middle class
Iranians of his generation,
Bakthtiar was at home in
France., He was educated in
Betrut and Paris, and gradu-
ated from the Sorbonne with a
law .

He t with French for-
eign region in World War Two
and when he returned to Iran

in 1946 he could hardly speak

Persian.
After founding a

law practice, he became
Secretary General of the Iran
party a component of the
National Front which for years
worked In secret opposition to
the Shah's autocratic rule. He

Was re to have been
jafled six times for anti-Shah
activities.

The Shah gradually cased
political controls and In 1978
the National Front came out
into the open, with Bakhtiar as

Deputy Chief.
Once appointed Prime

Minister in Janua 1979,
Bakhtiar the Shah
to leave Iran with his on

an open-ended holiday h
was to become permanent ex-
fle. In western terms Bakhtiar
was a liberal soctal democrat.
During his briefl rule he
worked for press freedom. the
abolition of Martial Law, and
dissolution of lran's hated se-
cret police.
+ He also wanted to eliminate
the corruption which had

did not think the Mullahs had
the abilities needed to govern

Iran. :

But his authority was re- 'ﬁ;‘::m libl::::
peatedly challenged by sy Arsh detaiesees i1 comd
nh : d his days as hopes for a quick d:
resignation. His position was | %, "\ 0, o crt:l:: faded
fatally undermined when he reports Reuter
was expelled by the National ‘Ihmhr;utmthlur:
F"’F"“"‘;m':"""h had refected Ay | ports according to which
urderﬂtm.mm | is preparing to release

Western experts praised Lebanese Em l:;'t.hc
Bakhtiar's qu:ﬁ:b of quiet """‘“'l day. it .E
diplomacy and pragmatism, ~ A Danny
:’: Il:t-.' to m;-!; Israel negotiator Uri

: Lubrani said UN

riable challonge 1o Khomends | gecreary Generat Javer Perce

de in Geneva that talks

sbde lrwn. of a time frame for a release

. was. not the solution. But he

Bakhtiar said the meeting was ‘“very
fruitful and very good.

w However, lsrael radio said

Perez de Cuellar unable to give

PARIS, 15 : Former | the lsracll negotiators the in-
Iranian Prime Shapur jormation their government
Bakhtiar was burted at the| has demanded on the fate of
Montparnasse graveyard In m""“'ﬁmﬂ missing in
central Paris Wednesday, more
than a week after he was mur Il:hl-lﬂllmhuu
dered at his home at Suresnes, E:"' what has ":
:Pﬂ! west of the city, reports hl""’“ m‘h p

Around 500 family mem-| ®ome 400 tinian and

bers and sympathisers at-

tended the ceremony. which
was conducted amidst a strong
security presence.

- Entrances and exits to the
graveyard were blocked off




