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Sabatini limps off against Capnatl

TORONTO, Aug
11: Top-seeded
Gabricla Sabatini.
in pain from a
huge blister on
her left foot, wit-
hdrew from her semifinal
match in the Player's Challen-

lournament against Jennifer

priati on Saturday, reports

Sabatini withdrew with a 3-

2 lead in the second set aficr
Capriati won the first set 6-4,

"It just started to hurt at

the end of the first set and |
e wasn't .}I::lm run,” Sabatini

"1 some padd t

on it after the ﬂntmnffl:l“t

second set but it still hurt too

I'll have a couple of days’
now and have it treated
it will be fine for next

Sabatini said the blister was
some four centimeters (2.5
inches) in diameter and had

come up because this
was her first hard court tour-
nament since March.

The 21-year-old Argentine
called a physiothcrapist for an
injury timeout after Capriati
won the first game of the sec-
ond set. She broke Capriati's
serve in the fifth game of the

out.

The injury ends Sabatini's
chance of becoming the
world's top-ranked player be-
fore the U.S Open starts.

third Monica
and Steffi Gral, Sabatini
could have reached No. 1 by
this tournament and

at Los Angeles next week.
she would still

H
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The third-seeded Capriati
advanced to her second
straight final, having won the
Mazda Classic in San Diego, °

u.s Open c
pion Pete Bam+

pras won a battle
of Grand Slam
winners Saturday
knocking off French
clnmpbn Jim Courler 6-
2,7-56 to advance to the finals
of the dirs 1.3 million ATP
reports AP.
Sampras, the seventh seed,
will take on France's Gu
Forget in Sunday's ﬂlllf
# Forget, enjoying the best sea
»son of his 10-year pro career,
top-seeded Boris
76, 46 6-3 In the
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Narayanganj vs Patuakhali DSA match of the fourteenth national hockey durrrplnn-lup in
progress at the Hockey Stadium yesterday Narayanganj won 5-4.

calif, by beating Secles last

%u who untfl Saturday

was 0-6 against Sabatini .

scl.] " guess the injury might
take something away from the
win, because le will now
"‘}' that | butﬁ.pbut she was

Argentina's Gabriela Sabatini has her foot looked at by a
trainer during her match with American Jennifer

Capriati at the Canadian

Open in Toronto Aug

10. A

pamﬁﬂ blister on her left foot forced top seed Sabatini
to quit the match allowing Capriati to advance to the

Aug 11 final.

title, frequently has played
doubles wilh Becker: until

Saturday, Becker was the se-
nior r.
last couple of matches
we played were getting closer.
It wasn't like | was beating him
casily,” said Becker, the top-
rated player on the men's tour.
"l guess it was just a ques-
tion of time when he was going
to beat me once hopefully he's
not to beat me again.”
Forget, 26, has been a win-

ner this year at Sydney and =

Brussels. Prior to that, he had
won just three tournaments,
all in France, including
Toulouse in 1986 -20 ycars
after his father, Pierre, and 40
years after his grandfather.
Paul, also won there.

"l think this kind of coun
suits my game.” Forge! said of
the Decoturf 1l courts, ﬂmﬂar
to ones used at the U.S O

“I've always enjoyed
the top guys you've got nothing
to lose. "1 try my best. If | win.
It's not a matter of life and
death.”

Forget said it may have hun
Becker to take a month off fol-
lowing Wimbledon

‘worth dirs

—AFP photo

Sampras faces Forget in ATP final

ndthn a match gets long
a H-unk
lirrd"i:c ul?:hr?k l orget mﬁu
Hie's a more powerful player
than me. but | think he was
geting a little slower at the
end.”
Becker said he was encour-
aged by his play. despite the

- was surprised how well |
played all week after not play-
ing for four weeks,” Becker
said. "Of course, | would have
liked to go out a winner. But

‘the last time | lost a semifinal

here (1989) | won the U.S

Op%lﬁndny'n title match 1s
170.200 to the
winner. A win by Forget could
cost him some of the
ar;.nnynity he has come to rel-
ish.

“In France, some people
know me.” Forget said. " But in
the United States with all the
great athletes, you really have
o be someone like Boris to get
all the people around you. | can
walk around with my wife and
my kid and enjoy mysell.”

He didn't crack the top 10
in his first nine season as a

pro. but currently is ranked

" the 22-

But [ felt 1 was
well, and | won the first

| was happy with how thlngl.
were going.”

KATERINA IN FINAL
Capriati, who beat ing
French and Australian n

champion Monica Seles in last
week's San Diego final, will
play Katerina Maleeva of
Bulgaria in today’s final.

The fourth-seeded Maleceva
also won a shortened and
match when she beat her older
sister Manuel a Maleeva-
Fraginere for the first time in
eight tries when the second-
seed retired in the middle of
their match due to an inflamed
:.Icndun in her playing shoul-

er

Katerina Ma]ccvl won 6-
4,1-0,

"I knew Manuella 's shoul-
der was bo her and it's
hard to play either sister,” said

year-old Maleeva of the
troubles hindering her 24-

ycar-old sister. " | wanted to
get it over with as quick as
possible and didn't care fif I
won or lost.”

Earlier in the week,
Katerina Maleeva had defeated
the third and youngest of the
family's tennis playing siblings
Magdalena Maleeva.

Maleeva-Fragniere ° of
Switzerland had n receiv-

tment and taking pain
ﬂﬁen for the shoulder pruh_
lems all week.

" 1 didn't think | would have
to default. but it was getting
worse, she said. i

After a competitive o
set, Sabatini was slowed : the
infjury on her left foot which
was treated by the trainer after

ks he

seventh. Becker t
knows why Forget

proved,

"He has calmed a lot off the
court, probably because of his
wife and (2-year-old) child,
and that makes him calmer on
the court, Becker said.

"His problem was that he
got so nervous that he couldn't
play anymore. For the last
eight or nine months, he has
kept his head all the time, and
Ih:l;:il'lhennul:nfhh-ﬂe
.

"Since | got married and
have a family, now | play for my
family.”

Su.:npm played solidly de-
spite missing a lot of first
serves to beat the current

TR Rellng precty conh-

dent even though | was ltrvmg

mediocre,” said

ner of the Los Angles tour lbp

last week. "Jim was not

as well as he'd like. He's ca-

pable of playing better tennis.”
Courter Just one

break point in the match and

faled to captalise on that op-

portunity in the second game
of the final set

Halard, Fernandez
clash in final

ALBUQUERQUE, New
Mexico, Aug 11: Top-seeded
Julie Halard of France and sec-
ond-seeded Gigi Fernandez
will be secking Lhe first major

titic of their carecrs
when meetl in the
! of the 150,000-dollar
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@ | agein failed 1o get
the better of
north London

rivals Tottenham Hetspur on

away, lacked sharpness up
front.

Arsenal striker Alan Smith
did get the ball in the net with
a header from Paul Mcrsons
cross after 22 minutes but was
offside.

It was the second time
the Charity Shield maitch, first
contested in 1908, has fin-
is hed

Arsenal striker Kevin
Campbell should have scored
in the 17th minute.

Paul Dawvis's superb pass
sent him eclear of the

injury victim Paul
a five-man id
some neat football

Spurs hold Gunners 0-0

row up front, worked hard on
a hot, Sunny day and olten
linked well with Vinny
Samways as the midfielder
pushed forward.

The two carved out a clear
chance for Nayim in the 36th
minute byt Arsenal goalkeeper
David scaman made a superb
block with his leg to keep out
the Moroecan-born mid-
fielder's header.

Tempers flared early in the
second halfl with Arsenal's
David Rocastle and
Tottenham's Pat Van Den
Hauwwe both booked for wild

Arsenal gradually took con-
trol with Merson a constant
threat on the let wing.

But scoring chances re-
mained few and far between
although the Norweigan
Thorstvedt did save coura-

at Smith's feet 0

PARIS, Aug 11: Liberian
led French

Lyon on Saturday,
in as many
matches for the club from the

.repurhlimar

Weah, the 11

marksman, mdhllltt
of the secason as

thlrdnﬂuuhuﬂnr-m

ts clear of sec-

 Sport

HAVANA, Au; 11:
Cuban high jum-
per Javier !-utn
mayor failed to
break his own
world record at
the Pan American Games in
Havana on .".htu hut the

hosts, checred on by ghu.[
and smiling Preltd::nt idel
t further ahead of

Castro, swep
the Unlt::d States in the gold
medal race, Reuter.

Castro, who celcbrates his
685th birthday on Tucsday, was
present for one of the major
upsets of the Games when
Cuba's women baskctballers
beat the United States 88-81
in a semifinal match denyi
the Americans the gold
for the first Uime since 1983.

The bearded Cuban
President, looking his most re-
laxed for months, led the
crowd in a wave of support for
the women.

Cuba's success at the
Games, in which are 20
gold medals ahead of arch ri-
vals the United States at the
start of the last weck, has been
a major political boost for
Castro as he battles to hold the
country together as one of the
world's lastl orthodox commu-
nist states.

Sotomayor, Cuba's most
popular athlete, dedicated the
attempt lo break his own
world record to Castro, but he
had to be content with just a
Pan American Games record
and the gold medal.

The 24-ycar-old champion,
who saw his wife Hnrln Del
Carmen win the silver medal
in the women's high jump ear-
lier in the weck, made three
attempis at 2.45 mclres, one
centimetre more than his
world mark of 2.44 metres.

He was urged on by Lhe sta-
dium crowd chanling, "Yes,
Yes, you can do it".

Sotomayo
the height at the first attempt
but just brushed the bar and
held his head in disappoint-
ment.

He told reporters after the
record allempt : "I fclt good. |
wasn't rcally thinking about
the world n:mrd but it would
have been great to break it in
front of my home crowd.”

Solomayor took Lhe gold
medal with a leap of 2.35 me-
tres. beating his own games

record of 2.32 mctres set four

"years ago in Indianapolis.

Troy Kemp of the Bahamas

Cubans compound US misery

HAVANA, Aug 11 : Cuba de-
livered a 1-2 punch to U.S.
gold-medal aspirations in
women's basketball and diving
Saturday, while an American
boxer found that [fighting
Cubans wasn't the only way to
lose at the Pan American
Games, reports AP.

The Cubans eliminate the
United States 86-81 in the
semifinals of the basketball
tournament, and the long faces
of the U.S. women told the

"l was just trying to soak up
the moment,” said Teresa
Edwards, who sat on the
bench with her head in her
hands after it was over. "Just as

soak up the victories, you
to up the losses, and
that's what | was trying to do.”

For the first ime since the
1982 World' Championships.

"the American women wenl
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last U.S. tournament
was Iin

MAVANA, Aug 11
: Cuban boxcrs
kept on course
Saturday to win
all |

r almost cleared

.won the silver and Sotomayor’s
close rival Hollis Conway of the
United States the bronze. They
both cleared 2.32 metres but
Kemg

nceded fewer aticmpts

Ll

“aided by

Thc id.ng might have becn
his court — the parti-
san crowd — which was
whistling and jcering each

Ameriean Games record in Havana on

to get to the height.

Sotomayor, known as "Soto”
to his fans, set the world
record on July 29, 1989 in San
Juan, Pucrto Rico.

But soon allcr a ng in-
jury to the knee and hecl of his
jumping foot kept him out of
competition for more than six
months.

Treated by Cuba's top doc-
tors and guided by his coach
Guillermo De La Torre,
Sotomayor this ycar had made
a successful come-back to in-
ternational competition.

He jumped his best height

. this year, 2.40 metres, in the

south of France in July.

AP adds: Alterward, when
Conway finished his interviews
with the media and Sotomayor
entered the room, the
American jokingly said, "talk to

Union in the gold medal game.

Mexican and U.S. divers
complained of crowd noise at
the pool complex. But they
hadn't heard anything yet.
When Cuba won its first Pan
Am diving gold medal, the new
steel girders shook with jubi-
lation.

The victory by 17-year-old
Ramirez ended a U.S. domina-
tion of Pan Am diving that had

ﬁn back to 1975. When he
s into the water on his

10th and [inal dive of the plat-

lorm competition. the score-
board flashed ‘a scorc of 63.

giving him 560. 79 total.
Jesus Mcena of Mexico won

Jlﬂll‘ Sutnmnynr uf Cuba celebrates hm new Pan-

~ Saturday.
time his two closest rivals,

Conway and Troy Kemp of the

Bahamas, jumpecd.

The Cuban dismissed such
an ideca, saying, through a
translator, the crows was mak-
ing noisc toward Conway and
Kemp "becausc Lhey were my
competition. That happens in
every meet.”

Conway. however, didn't

"1 let the crowd get to me.”
the travel — wecary Conway
said. "The jecring bothered
me. | though
instead of jumping.

"1 have had pcople clap and
cheer for me. Bul | never had
people whistle at me — except
women."

Conway also complained
about the slippery runway sur-
face, saying he had to bortrow a
pair of shoes (rom Canadian

rude, it was bad. Affer that
dive. 1 didn't feel like diving

anymore.”

CASTRO THE WINNER

But the biggest victor ol the
games has been President
Castro,

Nine days after he opened
what is the biggest interna-
tional event ever hosted by the
Island diplomats and analysts
agree the game have turned
out [ar better for Cuba than
anyone could have hoped.

The Cuban hospitality and
victories in the event shave
helped Cuba's international
image, sald Wayne Smith,

t about the crowd .

The Buily Star 11
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Sotomayor's new Pan-Am mark

Siermachesky, so }
unzl compete without falling.
Evidence of s trou-|
ble with the approach area was
most evident on his final miss
at 7-8 1-2 (2.35 meters). On
his runup toward the bar, he
just short of jumping
lo siart over again.

"I hardly ever do that,” he
said. -
Again, Sotomayor didn't

agree with Conway's assess-
ment.

"l think the ficld was good
to jump,” he said. "1 didn't find

roblems with the field.”

If he did, it would be un-
likely he would admit it, be-
cause he hclrud with the con-
siruction ol Pan American
Sladium, which was finished
just in time for the Games.

‘|l worked on the stadium.
three times and on other facil-
itics,” said Sotomayor, onc of
many athleles who were
pressed into scrvice to help
prepare the new venues for
the Games.

Sotomayor also was more
physically and mentally pre-
pared than his closest com-
petitors, having foregone the
lucrative European circuit for
the past two weecks in order to
stay at home and train.

"For me, the most impor-
tant thing was to win the gold
mcdal in the Pan Ameriean
Games,” he said.

Sotomayor's record-break-
ing performance and viectories
by men's triplc jumper Yoelvis
Quesada and women's 400-
meter intermediate hurdler
Lency Montelier the
Cubans 15 golds in track and
field and helped them n
the overall lcad in medals
the United States, 38-37, with
one day remaining.

The only American gold
Salurday went to Tony

Washington, the U.S. champion.

in the men's discus, with a:’
throw of 213 [eet, 5 inches.
(66.06 meters), his career,
best

Quesada took the triple
jump at 55-11 3-4 (17.06 me- _
ters), Montelier the hurdles in -
§7.34, while the day's other
gold medalisis were Martin
Pitayo of Mexico in the men's
10,000 meters in 29:45.49,
and Eronildes Nunez ol Brazil |
in the men's 400 hurdles in ..
49.96. |

MEDALS TABLE -
Following 1is the

American Games medals table :
(Through Saturday. Aug 10)

186 total medals)
 { - G S BToet
United States 64 72 52 188
Cuba 092 42 311656
Canada 9 16 30 55
Mexico 9 9 24 42
Braztl 8 6 13 27
Colombia 2 10 12 24
Venezuela 1 ‘10 12 23
Argentina 1 7 15 23
Dominican Rep 0 2 3 5
Puerto Rico g 1 4 ¥
Jamaica 1 1 2 4
Nicaragua o 1 2 3
Chile 1 0 2 3
Trinidad | R T - TR
Bahamas 0 1 1 2
o 1 ;] 2

Ecuador

Cuban President Fidel Castro (C) participates in the "wave” while watching the Pan-Am

Games women's basketball semi-final between Cuba and the US Aug

10 at the Latinoame-

ricano Stadium in Havana, Cuba won 86-81 assuring at least the silver medal. — AFP photo

the silver with 544.08, and
Patrick Jeflfrey of the United
States, won the bronze with
539.73. Both Mena and Jeflrey
asked and were granted re-
dives when crowd nolse inter-
rupted their concentration.
"It had to be  stopped.”
Jellrey said. "It has no in
Someone let out a real
shrie whistle as | left the
platform. and my whole dive
was a split second off. It was

former head of the U.S. inter-
ests section in Havana and cur-
rently the director of Cuban
Studies at John Hopking
School of Advanced
International Studies.

As a welcome distraction
from their daily hardships.
Cuba's sports-mad public have
lapped up the unprecedented
blanket television coverage of
their favourfte athletes.

Boxer-of-month
TURMERO, Venezuela, Aug

11: The World r:m

on Saturday. US fighters split
their bouts, winning a light
middleweight l:& against
Veneszuela on a
and losing a L, llgl-u.
flyweight and divi-
sions.

The first US loss of the day

was to Brazillan flyweight )
Claudio Fredtas, who beat John

Herrera when the referee
stopped the t with about
40 seconds left in the third
and final round

Frettas, 24 by lar was the

Host punchers set to sweep 1t

stronger puncher Ilndinl
head-snapping rights
Herrera's and n‘

him down with a right cross to
the head in the third round.
Moments later & hard left ©
the head staggered Herrera,
22. and not long after that ref-
eree Jaime Vargas of
Venezuela stopped the fight.

"He caught me a couple of
tmes.” Herrera said. "1 waited
wo long (o get going) and he
WHRS more v

Herrera, from 'l-'tm. re-

clean

Pan -,



