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Functions of PM, ministers, secretaries to be redefined

The Cabinet Division has
prepared a set of draft rules
for transaction of business by
the Prime Minister, Ministers
and Secretaries under a par-
llamentary form of govern-
ment.

A four-member committee
headed by'Agriculture Minister
Maj Gen (Rtd) Majidul Haque
has been formed to review the
draft.

The existing Rules of
Business was framed in
Noveriber 1975 to discharge
business under a presidential

form of government.

The other members of the

By Moinuddin Naser .

committee are Commerce
Minister M K Anwar, State
Minister for Land Zamir Uddin
Sircar and State Minister for
Food Nazmul Huda.

According to a Cabinet
Divisions source, the commit-
tee would review the draft
rules of business before mak-
ing any ordinance or law for
the execution of administrative
functions under a new system
of government.

Insiders say that according
to the existing Rules of
Business the secretaries were

given more r than the
ministers ulcrot:;t the secre-

.. respect of

taries were made directly re-
sponsible to the President .in
appointment in the
President's Secretariat, Public
Division, Supreme Command
Headquarters Division, func-
tions of the Cabinet Division,
Ministry of Establishment,

" Ministry of Defence, Ministry

of Home Affairs, Foreign
Affairs, Finance Division,
Ministry of Law and -Justice
etc.

During the Ershad regime
the Rules of Business 1975
were however ¢ several
times to tighten the grip of the
President over administrative

New rules of business framed

affairs.

In July 1989 all appoint-
.ments to the posts of colonel
or equivalent and above in the
Army, Navy and Air Force were
brought under direct control
of the President.

In the same period ap-
peintments to the post of
chairman or
of statutory bodies were also
brought under the direct su-
pervision of the President.

Just after Ershad's
over of power in 1982, promo-
tion to the rank of
Superintendent of Police in

See Page 12 Col. 1
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The draft of a National
Conservation Strategy came

Alﬂluﬂ-'ﬂpnt Justice in giving assent to the Constitution 11th Amendment
Bill, guarantees his return to the Supreme Court Bench, on Saturday.

— PID pheto

12th Amendment
Bill sent to EC
for holding
referendum

Acting President Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed, Sunday
referred the Constitution 12th
Amendment Bill to the
Election Commission for con-
ducting a referendum under
Article 142 (lA) of the
Constitution, reports BSS.

The referendum is to ascer-
tain whether or not the Acting
President should assent to the

Bill
The Acting President has,
however, assented to the

Constitution 11th Amendment
Bill and the referendum bill

1991 at the President's
Secretariat in Dhaka.
The Constitution ]12th

Amendment Bill is regarding
switch-over from the existing
See Page 12 Col. 4
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Jute goods
export prices
decontrolled

Star Economic Report

The government has decon-
trolled the prices for export
sales of jute goods. The deci-
;:nn comes into immediate ef-

1

The Ministry of Jute has -

abolished the Minimum
Export Price (MEP) to relax its
controls on sales of jute goods
in the international markets.

The latest move to decon-
trol the export prices of jute
s has come to neutralise

the effects of the recent de-
valuation of the Indian cur-

rency by about 20 per cent on
sh's jute export oper-
ations

India is the major competi-
tor of h in the inter-
national jute markets.

The devaluation of the
Indian currency has strength-
ened the price competitive-
ness of its exports.

The Jute Ministry has is-
sued the directive on the
withdrawal of MEP. The deci-
sion is aimed at bringing dy-
namism, enforcing discipline
and restoring a healthy climate
for export operations, it said.

Under the decision, only
the existing arrangements for
registration of export sales of
jute goods with Bangladesh
Bank will be operative. The

Bank will keep the Ministry of
Jute informed on any registra-
tion of export sales of any jute

goods on the same day at
"unusual rates”.
Meanwhile, the jute mills in

the public sector under
Bangladesh Jute Mills
Corporation (BJMC) had un-
sold stocks .of over 1.20 lakh
metric tons on June 30, the
highest volume for the last
three fiscal years from 1988-
B9,

' Stocks stood at 75,790 tons
and 1.04 lakh metric tons at
the close of fiscal 1989-90 and
1888-89 respectively.

In the private sector jute
mills, unsold stocks of jute
goods were however lower at
the close of 1990-91 than that
of the previous fiscal ;

It stood at 38, tons on

June 30, '91 compared to

Unsold stocks totalled
37.224 lakh tons in private
sector jute mills at the close
of fiscal 1988-89.

The aggregate export sales
by both private and public
sector jute mills declined to
3.22 lakh tons in 1990-9]
from 4.86 lakh tons in 1989-
90. Total exports were 4.57
lakh tons in 1988-89.

For the BJMC mills, exports
dropped from 3.21 lakh tons
in 1989-90 to 1.76 lakh tons
in 1990-91. The correspond-
ing figure for the same mills in
1988-89 was 3.01 lakh tons.

By Staff Correspondent
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Strategy for environmental
protection underway

F

Abdullah Al-Noman., State
Minister for Environment and
Forests called for assessing our
own capabilities, conserving
and harmessing our won re-
sources and restraining their
wasteful use with a view to en-
suring sustainable develop-
ment.

He also urged experts to
put future development
strategies on the right track to
‘help ourselves develop as a
self-reliant and self-respecting
nation.’

The National Conservation

s meant for providing
guidelines for development
without depleting the re-
sources base. It covers a total
of 18 sectors,

Prepared by the National
Conservation Project of the

overnment and the

nternational Union for

Conservation of Nature and
Natural Resources (ITUCN) with
from the Norwagian

Agency for Development
(NORAD) the strategy is ex-
pected 0 be fina by the
end of this year.

The dralt conservation
strategy Is based on 18 sec-
toral resource papers by |18
experts. The papers were re-
viewed by another 18 experts.
Finally six specialists compiled
the draft report. said a
Conservation Strategy Project
source.

The draft also incorporates
inputs from a total of five sec- |

iy o

The sectors covered are
ery. lvestock, genetic diver-
sity, waler resources, energy
and minerals, human settle-
ments, health and sanitation.
industry, rural development, |
transportation, natural haz-
ards, enwironmental education
and awareness, and interna-

tional dimentions.
SuF!uIZChI.‘?

huli Fertilizer

Agreement terms

to be renegotiated

Rl o Jymanst

Q ‘
Terms of an agreement for

the proposed Karnaphuli
Fertilizer Factory with Japan
under joint venture are now
considered "unequitable and
against the national interest.”

The government is trying to
renegotiate the terms stipu-
lated in the agreement en-
tered at the fag end of Ershad
regime. Industries Secretary
Shafiul Alam told UNB
Saturday.

Under the joint venture
agreement, Bangladesh is to
have 30 per cent share of the
459 million dollar Karnaphuli
Fertilizer Factory to be set up
in Chittagong.

The Japanese investors are
demanding a letter of guaran
tee rom Bangladesh govern
men! that #t will repay the en
tire ¢ edit of 229 million dol-

See Page 12 Col. 3

AIDS scare
in Sylhet

SYLHET, Aug 10: Three res-
idents of Kanaighat upazila
who returned from Dubai in
June are suspected to be
carrying AIDS (Acquired
Immune Deliciency
Syndrome). officials here
said today, reports UNB.

Alimuddin (27) of village
Uzanipara. Kashem Al (30)
of Narayanpur and
Nasiruddin (30} of
Chhatrapur village had been
working as ordinary
labourers in Dubai and were
sent back home when it was
detected that they were

carrying AIDS,
The Civil Surgeon and the
Additional Superintendent

of Police said are aware
of it but will not give details.

| District officials said .the

Health Ministry in Dhaka

sent a wireless on
Thursday asking the al
administration to
immediately bring them

See Page 12 Col. 2

BELWING, Aug 10 : Premier

li Peng told visiting Japanese

| Prime Minister Toshiki Kaifu

Japanese leader arrived.

Li dd not whether

treaty terms although it has

- China to sign Non-proliferation Treaty

b, said last month that
its funds could be tied to
the countries’ dis-
armament . One of the
aims of Kaifu's visit was to
press China to jein interna-
tional efforts to curb
sales. Xinhua did not
ment on this issue.

He is 11w first head of an
industrialiscd power to wvisil
China pghine (hwe Chinese army

firc In 1989 on stu-
dent-led demonstrators for
democratic reform. The visit
thus marks a major step In
China s efforts to recover from
the condemnation

Committee on session
jam is jammed

By Sohel Manzur, "DU Correspondefit

The committee, formed by
the government to recom-
mend measures to remove
session jam in country’s higher
education institution, has
made no progress so far.

The eight-member commit-
tee was formed on March 28
with Pref Zillur Rahman
Siddiqgi as convenor and was
scheduled to submit its rec-
ommendations to the govern-
ment within three weeks,

The committee, however,
in its first sitting within seven
days of its birth pre a Tk
onc lakh budget for its func-

tioning and submitted 1t to the
government forthwith, but to
no response yet.

When contacted Prof
Siddiqi told The Star that
"some new hclonmzt hinder-
ing its normal functioning™ and
that the devastating eyclone in

the coastal belt immediately .

after its formation has
"diverted the government's
attention away from it.”

He however said he has
maintained contacts with the
education - in this re-
gard. He he would

See Page 12 Col. 8 "~

CHITTAGONG,
Education Minister

Badruddoza Chowdhury today

Au 10;

- AGM

said the would
take a decision within 24
huu"hem resolve the deadlock
in t Ch.ttllpnﬁ University -
cam : UNB, ”
ucation Minister
who met Vice-Chancellor Prof
during a surprise visit to the
Chittagong University campus
this afternoon was talking to
Islami Chhatra Shibir activists
in front of the VC's residence.
“You have to show more pa-
tience to keep academic atmo-
sphere in the campus.” Prof
Chowdhury told the Shibir
activists.
The Shibir-backed San-
grami Chhatra Oikkya con-
tinued their siege of the VC's

See Page 12 Col. 3

BCCI depositors
call off hunger
strike
Star Economic Report

[Depositors of the Bank of
Credit & Commerce (Interna-
tional Overseas) Limited (BCCI)
called off their hunger strike
and the proposed - grand
rally showing respeet to the
announcement of the Prime
Minister to provide interest-
free advance upto Tk 50.000
to them.

The decision to call off the
hunger strike was taken at a
meeting of the depositors on
Saturday with Kaiser Md
Kaiyum, convenor of the BCCI
Depositors Association in the
chair.

See Page 12 Col. 3

80 seek BNP
tickets for .

bye-elections

The sh Nationalist
Party (BNP) has received a to-
tal of 80 applications from
candidates seecking nomina-
tions for bye-elections im 11

constituencies.

A BNP sotuirce said that as
many as 26 applications have
been received for nominations
from the Dhanmondi-

Mohammadpur constituengy in
Dhaka city

Inten'lc:-r of the candidates
secking nominations will be
held at the Prime Minister's
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