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Edberg closer to Volvo crown

LOS ANGELES,
Aug 3: fop-seeded
Stefan Edberg
used his serve-
and-volley fml:
to (its est
advantage to

defeat Aaron Krickstein 6-4, 7-
5 Friday in the nals of

the 225,000 dollars
tennis tournament,

was never broken.

the third game
the two

Volvo
AP.
Edberg lost only seven
off his serve in the one-

ur, 20-minute match and
After
. broke Krickstein in
of the match,
on serve until

the 11th game of the second
set.

Edberg got four break
points on Krickstein before he

~ wolleys 1 make
the easy ones,” he said.

the defending
credited his im-

time my
a mistake on
was coming in quick behind

CARLSBAD,
California. Aug 3:
Second sced
Conchita Marti-
nex and fourth
seed Jennifer
Capriati posted

victories on Friday

T OMbert, “who  will

my serve and | got my timing
down. I've worked hard at at
that and it's paying ofl.”
Krickstein, who split six
matches with Edberg,
was hoping to get into a
ticbreaker in the final set.
Krickstein has won all six of
the tiebreakers the two have

"If | had gotten to the
tiebreaker, I'd have had a bet-
ter chance,” said Krickstein, of
the United States. "li've never
lost a ticbreaker against him.
But it's tough when you never
break serve.

"l think he definitely is the
best volleyer when he's on.

ly his backhand volley."

In other quarterfinal
matches, fourth seed Brad
Gilbert cruised to a 6-1, 6-3
victory over Steve Bryan, a

r. In a match of un-
sceded players, Stefano

Pescosolido of ltaly defeated
Scott Davis 7-6 (7-5), ﬁ-a.m

in Saturday’'s semifinal,
only 66 minutes to
dispatch Bryan, who advanced
to the quarters by upsetting
sixth seed Todd Woodbridge

of Switzerland 6-3, 6-3.
Martinez raced through her

opening set in 23 minutes us-

ing an array topspin ground

strokes to keep Graham ofl

balance.

Craham, a qualifier who

-,

Pollard said ‘

Tennis

Australia. the game's domestic
. needs 1o be-
in all ar-

governing

Chime more ¢

sent

of Australia. But Gilbert said he
didn't feel the match was G

"I've been
last month.” mr:%lﬂn is
the best set .and a half I've
played. Everyone is a test for
me now

"In the second set, | let
him back in the match at 4-1.
All of the sudden it's 4-3 and
then he started hitting out.”

Pescolido, who u No 3
Michael Chahg in second
round, won a [irst-set

tiecbreaker and then was bro-
ken Davis to start ofl the
sccond set. The Italian got a
break back and then took a 3-2
lead when Davis double-
faulted on break point.

PAYBACK TIME

Meanwhile, it was a payback
time for Pete Sampras on

Shuzo Matsuoka of Japan
Sampras homeé from the
Canadian Open last week with
a three-set victory. On

lying on his booming serve to

mnter for Capriati

for a 4-2 lead, but squandered
five game points that would
have sent the set into a
ticbreak after the second seed
recovered to go up 6-5.

Martinez completed the

proud
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win 6-3, 6-4.
" should have win 1
Montreal,” said the US

3

service at love, includ-
ing his next-to-last game in
which he served three aces.
two of which were clocked at
117 mph or faster.

"Today my serve was the
best I've served in quite at a
while.” he saild.” | was going for
it. | wasn't that well at
the beginning of the match
and it brought back some
memories.

Matsuoka agreed

' serve was more po-
:::F.thl.n it had been in
Montreal. @
“He serves so well | couldn't
touch it.” he said. "He played
well, es ly his forchand.

more conflident | was
reading his serve wrong.”

Gomez in semis

BROOKLINE, Mass, Aug 3:
Seventh-seeded Andres Gomez
of Ecuador outlasted Soviet

Andrei Medvedeve 6-
1. 6-7 (13-11). 6-3 to reach
the semifinals of the US Pro

Championships on Friday, re-
ports AP.

Medvedev fought off eight
match points, six in the

lengthy second set tiebreaker,
but could not overcome the
1990 French ;
Gomez will next play
Tobias Svatesson, who de-
feated Eric Amend 6-2. 6-4.

T

2

satellite and
challe events have been
added to the 1991-92
Australian tournament sched-

NHL star Zezel
turns pro

| TORONTO, Aug 3 : National

Hockey League center Peter
Zezel of the Toronto Maple
Leafs joined the ranks of the
two-sport athletes when he
sign with the Canadian
Soccer League's North York

Rockets, reports AP.

Zezel will remain under
contract with the soccer team
until Sept. 5, when NHL train-
ing “mlp opens. The financial
terms of the CSL deal. signed
Thursday. have not been
worked out.

Zezel, a former Canadian
national junfor soccer team
member. said Maple Leafs’
general manager CHIT Fletcher

has no about allowing
him to another sport.
"I talked to Mr Fletcher

and he gave me the Ok.” Zezel
said. *He just told me not to
get hurt. Hopefully I'll be able
to keep up with the guys.”
Zezel, who will play striker
was to be in u
night's game with Novia

| Scotia, but isn't expected to
He wanted to win and he was I

play.
*The plan is as soon as he
knows strategics he’ll be

playing.” Rockets coach Filorigl
Pagliuso said. "He sure knew
how to score before. I'm

sure he didn't just forget.

The move to put Zezel in a
Rockets’ uniform began a
month ago when he agreed to
make a guest ap at a
North York-Montreal Supra
game.

Zezel spent much of the
game speaking with Rockets

neral manager Hector

. his coach when he
played for Toronto Italia.

Zezel played for both the
Ontario and national under-18

Pan-American Games open

for Friday

HAVANA, Aug 3 : Cuba's
President Fidel Castro,
the shortest and least political
speech of his long career, on
Friday opened the 11th Pan-
American Games, the biggest

| international event ever hosted

by the communist-ruled
Caribbean 1island, reports

Distinguished guests, ath-
letes and compatriots, | de-
clare open the 1I1th Pan-
American Games. Thank you,
Castro, dressed in his familiar
oltve- n milt uniform,
told 35,000 athletes, offi-
clals and invited guests who
filled the brand new Olympic
Stadium bulilt short east of
Havana.

It was a remarkably short
speech for the veteran
President, who is known for
his fiery, political orations
lasting several hours. He was
scrupulously observing Inter-
national Olympic Committee
(IOC) regulations, which forbid
any political, religious or
commercial propaganda in
competitions held under its
auspices.

Following a colourful. eye-

catching opening ceremony

and a march past by the 39

. national teams taking part,

Cuban high jump world record
holder Javier Sotomayor lit the
Pan-American flame on a pyre
on one of the stadium’s sides.
The flags of the 10C. the
Pan-American Sports
Organisation (PASO) and the
national flag of hosts Cuba were

raised side by side.

More than 4,550 athletes
from north, Central and South
America and the Caribbean will
be taking part in the 31 sports
scheduled during the two-
week event. The first event to-
day will be the men’'s
marathon through the streets
of Havana.

The well-rehearsed opening
ceremony was an attractive
dla;l.ay of historical, cultural
and sporting themes per-
formed by students and
schoolchildren and accompa-
nied by a lively repertoire of
Cuban and -Latin American
melodies.

The ceremony, televised

live across Cuba, its more
than 10 million inhabitants a
chance to momentarily forget
the economic and po-
litical res facing what is
one of the world's last ortho-
dox communist states.

Head of the Games’
ing committee, Cuban Vice-
President Jose Ramon
Fernandez, welcomed the ath-
letés to what he said would be
*Games without luxury or pre-
tension but dignified and well-
organised.”

Castro,
acknowledge
chants of “Fidel,
their applause.

The centerpiece of the
opening ceremony was a spec-
tacular human picture screen
composed of 5,000 schoo-
Ichildren molding coloured
cards. It completely occupied
the stand facing the main
grandstand from which Castro
and other dignitaries were
watching.

With eye-bogling precision,
the screen displayed pictorial
tableaux of Cuba's most his-
toric cities, the red. blue and
with Pan-American logo and
the word “welcome®™ in
English, French, Portuguese
and Spanish.

A series of mass gymnastic
dis‘flaya by children. students
and old-age pensioners closed

the opening ccremony.
AP adds Fidel Castro

opened the Pan American
Games, and in what could well
be a turning
world's lone island of hard-line
communism, Cuba welcomed
Americans for the first time in
32 years.

If he did not exactly em-
brace the United States, Castro
at least accepted its people
and their dollars into a country
whose economy is crumbling
even more quickly than its ro-
coco 1950s architecture.

"Distinguished guests, ath-
letes and countrymen,” he said
at Friday night's opening cer-
emonies.” | proclaim the 11th
Pan American Games inaugu-
rated. Thank you very much.”

It may have been the short-
est speech of his reign as
President of Cuba. And while
the crowd received him en-

smiling, stood to
the crowd’s
Fidel” and

point for the:

thusiastically, there was an un-
dertone of worry.

"Cubans don't want the Pan
Americans,” goes the joke-of-
the- week among its people.

want Pan Americano.”
"Pan” is Spanish for bread.

At a cost of more than dirs
100 million, ps as much
as Cuba has in its entire na-
tional reserve, the Cubans héve

t the Pan American Games,

it or not. With them, the
Games have brought more than
10,000 foreign visitors, about
2.000 of whom are Americans.
There haven't been this many
Americans in Cuba since Castro
took over from Batista in 1969,
and they've got their dollars
with them.

The opening ceremonies
were a precursor to two weeks
of Games involving 39 coun-
tries in 31 sports. The actual
Games began Friday and. right
away. it was the United Siates
vs. Cuba in men's basketball.

"When the US plays Cuba in
basketball, | expect an enor-
mous outpouring for the Cuban
team.” said ABC sports com-
mentator Brent Musburger.

There are no tickets for the
events. The Cuban people get
in free untfl the building or
stadium is full. Just another
line they must endure. The
others. though, are for daily
necessities like bread,
Gasoline and toilet paper.

The Cuban organizers put
together a colorful, well-
orchestrated opening cere-
monies. They were highlighted
by the card section, which
spelled out the names of each
country as it marched into the
stadium and showed pastoral
island scenes and the ornate
architecture of old Havana.

Political slogans were con-
spicuously missing at the new
35,000-seat Pan American
Stadium.

The US team marched into
the stadium wearing drab
shirts, khaki pants and
baseball caps. They waved to
the crowd. but the crowd
didn't wave back. There were -
no boos. no cheers. The
Cubans just seemed to watch.
After all, few had ever seen so
many Americans together in
one place.

Europe lures Argentine

BUENOS AIRES,
wﬂ Argen-
tina's new football
hero Gabriel Ba-
tistuta, top-sco-
rer in the Copa
America with his country |ast
week, has become the latest to
quit the country for rich
pickings in Europe, reports
AFP.

Argentina's 10th title in the
South American championship
has s the haemorrhage
of talent. Even goalkeeper
Sergio Goycoechea, another
national hero, agreed recently
to join French Second Division
side DBrest, playing against

largely part-time o ts.

Batistuta, the blonde haired
22-year-old striker with
Argentinian champienship fi-
nalists Boca Juniors, will move
to Florentina in Italy at the end
of next season.

Boca officials said a fee of

8.8

championship teams in 1982. Iﬁ:urnﬂlhnndulhrnhndhum

US, Italian cagers
on collision course

EDMONTON, Canada, Aug 3:
Current ns
Italy and twice world title-
holders the United States ap-
:u'lnhtunmllhlunmm

a showdown in Sunday's fi-
nals at the World Juntor men's

final by italy has
never won World Champi-
onship

“The likely finalists coaches
were full of praise Friday for
the other team

coach Lon Kruger."They ‘ve got
good shooters. big le in-
side that are players

position of World
President should he

been -'Ith the Viki in some
capacity for nearly two
decades.

Lynn said he believes
strongly the league will suc-

‘I have always believed In
the enormous ntial of
American football on

i

agreed. They only paid
250,000 dollars for Batistuta
after he was dropped by River
Plate.
Another of Boca's iInterna-
tionals, striker Diego Latorre,
to go to Florentina be-
fore the Copa. but Batistuta's
price has almost certainly been

championship.

go Maradona, now in
disgrace over drug was
one of the first to move to Italy
after establishing himsell as
one of the world's greatest
players by leading Argentina to
victory in the 1986 World Cup.

Of other current national
players, Simeone plays
with Pisa Claudio
is with Atalanta, both in the
Italian champfonship.

But Goycoechea's 1.15 mil-
lion dollar move from Racing

Club to the Franch Second
Division is one of the biggest

SOCCER

stars

indications of the way the eco-
nomic crisis has_ hit

Brest were forced down a
division by the French
Federation because of their
own debts. A sponsor is footing
the bill for the Argentinian be-
cause Brest are banned from
making new signings them-
selves.

"Life is difficult in
Argentina,” said Brest prest-
dent Francoes Yvinec "Some
professionals there do not
even get the equivalent of the

legal minimum wage in
France.”
Goycoechea, Argentina's

first. choice goalkeeper since

1988, was expected in the

west of France port on

Wednesday and could start

playing this week against

Cuiseaux-Louhans, one of the
-time clubs which make up
the Second Division.

SCENARIO

the

rgentina

Copa winning side, is one of many Argentinians to
leave because of the economic crists in their country. h
Staunton joins Aston Villa

B

reports AP,
Staunton, who sign

“I'm delighted that

hope that | can be just

Liverpool." "Despite bei n;l: -
| hope that he can achieve great

" Atkinson sald.

o

Rash of sendings off feared

IRMINGHAM, England, Aug managers
that new FIFA rules for professional fouls
could provoke a rash of sendings off in the coming season,

said on Friday
Reuter.

FIFA introduced new rules last month requiring referees
to send off a player who makes a deliberate handball to deny a

scoring opportunity.

This could include a goalkeeper
handie the ball. Leeds manager Howard
of the newly-formed Managers Association, criticised the
rules after meeting league officials referees, managers and

players.

"These new FIFA edicts will inevitably
sendings off and it's probably that goalkeepers will suffor

most.

“Problems encountered at the beginning of last season will
. and for what 7 " Wilkinson said.

“Referees used to administer the laws. It seems the laws

now administer referees,” he said.

be

making new signings
to take on Argentinian goalkeeper Sergio

BT - . repo
ol m 1.1 million dollar fee for racing

is

Jdbusinessman who has kept brest out of the
bankruptcy court in recent months.

er French ¢lubs have compia
the transfer because they money
by Brest. Goycoechea. one of the stars of the

IRMINGHAM, Aug 3: Irish national defender Steve

Staunton, transferred from
Friday for a fee of 1.1 million pounds (dirs 1.7 million).

ed a three-year

the sign

" Staunton said. "Aston Villa are a big club and |
as successful with them as | was

PARIS, Aug 3: The French football league on
Friday allowed Brest, who were re
Second Division and banned f(rom

to

because of huge debts,

rts AFP.

chub of
local

coming from a

ined about
are owed

| to Aston Villa on

ing has Mnally been

22, Steve

i

3: English soccer

lead to more




