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The present House is bet-
ter-balanced, with the majority

party having enough seats to
theoretically ensure stable

The Baily Str Compromise and Consensus,

but Not Quite Perfect
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m'f_l[?; do not even have enough money to go back
to their towns and villages.
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ways faced the prospect of los-

change. Absence of internal

in common.

put any obstacles on the path ing his seat if he “crossed the democracy most frequently If anything. Chan- massive majorities made the But the cructal will

The university authorities should now be ex- | of the emergence of a consen-  floor~ — mea if he left his  causes people 1o rebel. drashekhar's ensured  opposition quite ineffective (as remain how the majority and
tremely careful in dealing with the emerging sit- | sus. The result was the 10 per party and joined the rival But there is absolutely no  governance of India acru- in 1973, ‘79 and '88) or be- opposition parties

uation. We recognise the Vice-Chancellor is in a cenl compromise. beneh, or Af he voted against reason to make the Speaker cial period of time, when no- cause parliament itself was not without which none of the

rather delicate position. He cannot reopen the Now. compromise is an his party against the whip undemocratic at best, and at  body was prepared for an elec-  allowed to function in amendment bills will see the

halls without running the risk of armed gangs re-
turning (police sentries and vettings tried out
after the last Eid vacations were a total and abso-
lute failure, judging by the amount of arms put on
display Tuesday last). Yet he cannot order the po-
lice to physically evict boys staying at halls ille-
gally — so long as they are staying peacefully. It is
with a strong sense of reservation that we would
view any news about ordinary, innocent students
being roughed-up by police in the course of

clearing any hall.

In the meantime, the fate of Honours and
Masters final examinations continue to hang in
balance, compounding the prevailing sense of
uncertainty. Somewhere along the line, we seem
to have forgotten that education, through impart-
ing knuwlche and award degrees, is the rai-
son d'etre of this and any other university.

The university authorities should now set
themselves two clear-cut priorities — return of
students to the halls and holding of exams.
Everything else, including elections to DUCSU,
can wait, but these two cannot. The Vice-
Chancellor should make it plain to the politicians
that it is they who bear the responsibility for the

revailing situation, and they must now come
orward to solve this problem. We certainly hope
that informal, behind-the-scene parleys among
the various political parties are going on.
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worst, betrays a sense of inse-
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Iraqi

" EE, it's like a pencil,”
SI nurse says, touchi-
ng the leg of (ragil
baby. There is no mus-cle, only
skin and bone. The baby's eyes
are wide and dark brown, too
large for the tiny skull.

The scene is from a video

presented in London by
Vanessa Redgrave, the British
actress and political activist.
She went to Iraq for nine days
in June to witness the despair,
sickness and poverty of the
Iragi people following the Gulfl
war.
She, UNICEF and the lraqgi
government are among those
calling for an end to sanctions
imposed on lraq by the United
Nations. She says [ood, medical
supplies and materials needed
to rebuild Iraq's water and
power systems are not being
allowed into the country. "Can't
we put people first?” is
Redgrave's message.

Groups in opposition to
Saddam Hussein are more

Opposition Want

by Gillian Forrester

The Iraqi government, opposition groups and international aid agencies all agree that cur-

rent sanctions against Iraq should be lifted to spare
opposition groups have banded together in
from reaching certain areas and theref:

goods. They want Saddam to be held responsible for the plight of the Iraqi people.

Iraqi suffering continues

befallen the Iraqi people in the
last year, and that he has him-
sell done more damage to the
country than the Allies did
during the war.

A member of the Information
Committee for the Iraqf
Opposition living in London
says the atrocities now occur-
ring in Irag are worse than in
the last 20 years combined. If
anything good has come from
it, he says, it is that people are
now speaking up against
Saddam.

The 46-year-old Iraqi Shia

the people further horror. But Iraqi
their belief that Saddam is preventing supplies
ore want the UN to monitor the distribution of

in the British parliament at the
end of June.

Although UNICEF and the
Gulf Peace Team said they had
been allowed to go anywhere
they requested within Iraq,
Iraqi opposition groups believe
there are people and places

cut off from international aid

and from any supplies that
come into the country.

A report in the New
Statesman and Society, focus-
ing on a tour of the Gulf Peace
Team through Iraq, said : "For
every doctor in Iraq whose
first loyalty is to the Ba'athist

Saddam Monitored

have been called "Saddam's
deadliest foes”.

In order to help Iraq achieve
democracy, members of the
opposition groups believe the
world must call Hussein to an-
swer for his crimes against
humanity, including his use of
c weapons, and his at-
tacks on neighbou coun-
tries and groups Iraq,
es in the south.

cause the water and
scwage systems of Irag are still
in disrepair, millions of Iragis

are drinking contaminated wa-
ter and sewage still MNoods
many city streets and some

homes.

Large numbers of babies were
born prematurely because of
the emotional stress of the
fighting, and incubators had no
power on which to run. Aid
agencies were sending in
kerosene refrigerators to Iiﬂ.'p
antibiotics, insulin and drugs

cool, but the destroyed pewer
grid still restricts surgery to

e
ase na re(“ate‘l united and active than ever be- left his home in 1968 to study, regime in Baghdad, for every only emergencies.
A C OfU pp fore, and they too are calling and did not return once administrator who creams off Some newspapers claim a
o for an end to sanctions. But Saddam'’s Ba'ath party came to  essential supplies for his won whole generation of children is
II]DOV&thIl , they would also like to see a power. profit, there are dozens strug- wiped out. It is esti-
UN body set up to ensure that "The killing in the last few gling in the face of overwhelm- mated t 500,000 refugees
Friday's issue of an English 1 uage national goods are distributed fairly months is a million times Ing odds to bring basic health will return to the led

daily featured an eye-catching double-column
headline in reverse-print. It read 1650 shallow
engines abused in Netrokona. A chuckle would
hardly be repressed at the poor state of the lan-
guage, but that is quite beside the point. The
contention as coming out in the story undermeath
is that these machines, sold for irrigation pur-
poses, are being used in ways far removed from
irrigation. Quite understandably irrigation is suf-
fering there in Netrokona.

Now, what are uses the shallow pump engines
are being put to ? The answer is all there in the

throughout Iraq. They believe
that people who are not sup-
porters of Saddam are being
deprived of vital food and
medical supplies.

Opposition to Saddam
Hussein has always consisted
of many parties and groupings
with widely differing political
and religious views. Two years
ago, however, they formed a
united committee which is
based in Damascus. -

Despite large diflerences of

Saudi Arabia

from vital supplies

Area believed to be cut off

Kuwait

Source: Information Committee for the iragi Opposition, London

worse than everything that's
ﬁnennintlr]ast!ﬂmn,'

says. "We 've never had this
kind of thing before. We heard
about it in places like Ethiopia,
but never at home. We are well
educated people, we lived a
comfortable life. When | see
those children, they could be
my niece or nephew,” he said,

ter. seeing UNICEF's video.

Now he and his wife devote
their spare time to the politi-

—

care to the people who need
it."

Apart from the danger the
Kurdish people face, a report
in early July also stated that
Iragqi forces had surrounded
and were shelling between
30,000 and 100,000 Shia
rebels and their families hid-
ing in the marshes between
Nasirtya and Basra. The Shias

country by this month. UNICEF
was looking for another US$16
million to help with the crisis.

— GEMINI NEWS

GILLIAN FORRESTER, from
the University of Regina's
School of Journalism and
Communications in Canada, (s
working for Gemini on a fel-
lowship. :
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When the small machines are being used in
such a wide variety of Jobs we can do better than
walling over the 'abuse’ of these. Make available as

Solar energy
Sir, Recent letters in this
column of your issues of 13th

countries — so that solar sys-
tems are made available to our
rural brethren at aflordable
cost. In villages solar systems

contemporaries in Pakistan, as
lar as our memory goes. In his
speech, besides touching the

"Amendment Bills cleared ..."
in the Daily Star of July 28
had, no, not a printing-mis-
take, a lexical error. The jump

To be precise, these are the
effects of the incapacious
altercations among the

political parties in the greater

However, | would like to
draw everybody's notice to the
well-established fact that social
cohesion and socio-economic
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India — rather than
importing them wholesale from abroad.

Appropriate technology is a much talked about

is the second major compo-
nent for setting up solar sys-
tem for availing electricity in

mounted street light, homes
etc. These facilities will help
students and ecommercial
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