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The Midnight File

DownN 1O EARTH
Privatisation of WASA water

By Khalilur Rahman

Mhm:mﬂ mﬂn—m
water for bathing cooking metropolis. [t
connections have n taken dwellers and the floating peo- y
out of the supply line inside phmunalllrhnmu %
--hp-thltlt:::ﬂih tute one- d'th-}llm \
to guess the source tap ulation lqﬂynm

e fact, this -

L]
e

:

total require-

over years. in the ecity.
It is a profitable business. WASA sources said. About 12
Each day's sales proceeds watler are pro-
come to around Taka 2, 000. 140 tube-

But the Water Supply and
h“nguhuthurltﬂ\vhsm.
Dhaka not earn a single

fll“u!‘

s E
T
LAY o F
=il d
ol o
"y - -
s -
l‘ i
[
4 L

Police taking inte custody those arrested in connection with the armed attack on the JCD rally |
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The Finance Minister said foreign countries and donor passage of laws would not en- on the initlation of the bill. It Speaker to bring Ershad and

that he considered the BCCI as
a dynamic and modern bank.
But, he added, the government
has limited operational flexibil-
ity to deal with the BCCI] af-
fairs since it is a foreign pri-
vate bank. However, various
options for facilitating the re-
sumption of its operations are
still under consideration, he

added while out that
it is a t issue and cer-
tainly the nt can not

bear the responsibilities of its
future operations at tax-payers

UNB adds: The Finance
Minister ruled out any devia-
tion by the government from
its policy of pursuing market
economy.

“BNP came to power with
the commitment to facilitate
by all means private initiatives
so that economy market
orientation fast there is no
chance to fall back,” told the
leading businessmen at the
MCCL

The Minister discarded al-
legation of the business com-
munity that successive publi-
cation of defaulters’ lists was

aimed at maligning the private
sector

"W;: don't have any
vengeance towards the private

sain Khan and other gov-
ernment officials were pre-

BSS adds: ll-h Finance
Minister called cooperation
from all to attain eco-
nomic -reliance. He said, “it

|

agencies to continue our de-
t activities.

Finance Minister said
that the pattern of entire
global economy was f{ast
changing and even the USSR
had assistance and co-
operation from developed
countries to build its :

"Our scope for getting spe-
cial consideration as a non-
or third world country

:lyheuuenl'globdcm,
he said

The Finance Minister
stressed the need for increas-
ing internal resources to be
able to eontinue providing
subsidies in the needed sec-
tors, instead of merely de-
pending on foreign aid.

Referring to the forthcom-
ing visit of the World Bank
Vice President this week to
Dhaka, the Finance Minister

hch'nprundtnnnt:thnt“
have achieved discipline and

control in our economic activi-
ties.”

Turning to VAT, the
Minister said, it was a very sci-
entific and improved tax sys-
tem in the present-day world.
“This system is soon going to
be introduced as a
universal system”, he said,
adding we would require some
time to dispel controversies
and complications relating to
VAT. The countries which al-
ready introduced the system
had to face similar situation,
he added.

thlhdu-

DU reopening
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interests of some political par-

ties and polluting campuses .
everywhere

The university was closed
sine die Tuesday and resident
students were asked to vacate
halls hours of gun-
battle between the activists of
Jattyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD)
and Chhatra League (S-A) on
the campus.
Meanwhile, Jatiya

Chhatra
League leader and former
Transport Secretary of DUCSU

in a stattment Thursday ex-
pressed solidarity with the
resident students and said
terrorism could not be

eliminated by closing the
university and vacating the
residential halls. 1

He demanded immediate
re-opening of the university.
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SIRAJGANJ, Aug 1: At least
20 people were injured in
scatte clashes between stu-
dent fronts of Awami League
and BNP here tonight. reports
UNB.

Eight of them sustained se-
rious cuts as the rival groups
used sharp weapons apart from
sticks, witnesses said.

A furniture shop was also set

1 on fire.

The trouble started at about
8-30 pm as Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal (JCD) activists al-
legedly attacked a Chhatra
League (A-A) procession pass-
ing by the BNP office in the
towmn.

The attack was allegedly
prompted by derogatory slo-
gans against Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia by the
processionists.

At least 10 le were in-

jured during the first round of

mnrmlt.:mhtth
An ur later, the two

groups were again
clashes near Sirajgan]
Government College, leaving
another 10 injured.

The furniture shop was set
afire amid chase and counter-
chase during the second round
of trouble. Fire B . how-
ever, brought the
control quickly.

Shops downed shutters
amid the street t. Riot po-
lice were posted at major

crossings.
Both were

the town roads in militant
processions.

SCOP hunger
strike for CU V(C’s

removal
From Our Staff

Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Aug I:
Shibir-backed Sammilito
Chhatra Otkya Parishad (SCOP)
started its 18 hour token
hunger strike from 6 pm
Thursday in front of the
Chittagong University Vice
Chancellor's residence de-
manding the implementation
of enquiry commission report
and removal of the incumbent
Vice Chancellor Professor
Alamgir Mohammad Seraju-
ddin.

Another Shibir supported
o Chhatra

sit-in in front of the VC's resi-

locked in |

Sangrami |
O also started continuous

'BKSAL, AL merger
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a'n party under the leadership
of Syed Ahmed have expressed
their dissent over the merger
decision. ;

Syed Ahmed said that they

would not accep -
ship of Sheikh Hasina as pres-
ident of the party.

Syed Ahmed and others op-

to the merger said that
the BKSAL had to split from
the Awami League in 1983 only
because of the wrong leader-
ship of Sheikh Hasina and that
her role during the last ten
yecars as party President had
contributed a lot to splitting
the soldfers of '‘Bangabandhu’
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

At the beginning of the dis-
cussions, the student wing of
the BKSAL, the Jatiya Chhatra

had vehemently op-

posed the merger of the party

President of the J Chhatra
League opposed Merger
and threatened BKSAL central
leaders to continue its exis-
tence as an independent or-

ganisation.
But later Jahangir Sattar

Tinku was reportedly con-

vinced by his predecessor.

Khorshed Alam Su to sup-

port the stand of majority
members of the BKSAL work-

ing commitiee,
However the Jatiya

League has not

anything on whether it will

merge with the Chhatra League

— the student wing of the
Awami League.

Meanwhile Awami League
and BKSAL sources told The

Daily Star that everything has
been finalised to stage the
merger.

The five MPs of BKSAL are
also unanimous on the decisfon
to go back to their old bastion.

The merger process was
initlated after the defeat of the
Awami League in the February
27 Parliament election.

The working committees of
the Awami League and the
BKSAL in their post-election
evaluations resolved that the
debacle of the Awami League in
the election was due to the
split among the soldiers of

According to the sources a
meeting between the Awami
League chief Sheikh Hasina

and the BKSAL leader Abdur

Razzak was held in New Delhi
with Congress leader Pronob
Mukherjee when both of them
went to India to attend the
cremation of Indian leader

Rajiv Gandhi.
At that meeting the two

leaders decided to work unit-
edly
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+«The amount was about 500

million Dollars higher than the
level of 1.81 billion Dollars
ged in 1990-91.
During his visit to Dhaka,
the WB Vice President will be

holding discussions with gov-
emwt leaders including the

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia
and the Finance and Planning
Minister Saifur Rahman.

He is also likely to call on
the Acting President Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed.

Finance Minister Saifur
Rahman indicated on Thursday
at his meeting with the mem-
bers of the Metropolitan
Chamber of Commerce and
industry that the discussions
with the WB Vice President
would cover reform pro-
grammes in financial, trade,
industrial and agricultural
sectors.

Sources said that disburse-
ments of credits in the ener
and financial sectors, withhe

the Bank since 31
zr nnn-flzlﬂllmcnt‘l:;mrzgted

conditions, would also
in the discussions.
» The industrial policy and
the export and import policies
announced recently by the

World Bank VP

government, as well as
budgetary measures for 1991-
92 will also come up for a de-
tailed review at the meetings,
the sources added.

The WB credit programme
for the industrial sector has

not been yet approved, though

negotiations and discussions

on the same were completed
much earlfer.

At the last Consortium
meeting, Attila Karaos
in his statement noted the de-

velopments following the par-
liamentary elections in

The increased number of
donor pledges at the
Consortium meeting symbol-
ized "the renewed confidence
of the aid group in the quality
of economic t and
the new government's stated
intentions to accelerate
growth, meet Bangladesh's
pressing poverty alleviation

and curb corruption,” so he

observed.

But he, at the same time,
cautioned all sides that in-
creasing donor support could
be justified only Ey "demos-
trated performance and tan-

gible results.”

Chhatra
yet decided

——— .

. sure judicial independence, ff

the Judges did not have secu-

, rity of life., and had no free-

dom.

19 arrested
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“later, the group that at-

tacked the JCD rally took up
positions behind the College
area and continued intermit-
tently firing and blasting
bombs for about two hours.
None was hurt in the shots or
explosions.

At one stage, police chased
the armed mem upto the
Bhaban.

the violent incidents
students of the Pogos School
were kept hostage within the
school compound for hours.

Police identified the ar-
rested persons as : Swa
Ghosh. (20}, Morshed Alam
(21), Kazi al-Mamun alias
Andolon (21). Najim, Selim,
Mahbubur Rahman, Tapan Pal,
Mati Lal, Sukumar,
Nasimuzzaman, Ashim
Bhattacharjee, Shohebur
Rahman, Abul Kalam Azad,
Shahidul Islam, Abdul Hannan,
Ratan Chandra Nath, MA
Samad alias Helal, Mynuddin,
Biplob Das, Firojul Islam and
Md Harun-ur-Rashid.

Morshed and Andolon are
reportedly Chhatra League (8-
A) workers while the others
could not be identified.

Khaleda
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Advocate Dakkhina Ranjan
Biswas and Prof Judhisthir
Bala.

They said ﬂ’é’ had joined
the party insp by its ideol-
og{ and programmes aimed at
achieving welfare of the peo-
ple

The function was ad-
dressed, amo others, by
State Minister for Education
Principal Yunus Khan, Ms
Selima Rahman, MP, Bibhuti
Bhusan Biswas and Padanova
Thakur.

The
her
the equality of all people, irre-
spective of cast and creed. "We
hope that every citizen of
Bangladesh would contribute
his mite to the nation-building
activities,” she said.

Zia sald some quar-
ters had utilised a particular
community for their own self-
interest byt did nothing for
their welfare. But our party
would make all efforts to unite
all citizens so that peace,
T I e

She was critical of those

who talk about democracy yet
indulge in activities detrimen-
tal to it. She said demoecracy
which we achieved has to be
consolidated at any cost.

Prime Minister said

| only by the passage

government belteved in |

| the

was in Parllament in 1979,
and in 1986 but it did not at-
tempt to pass such a bill. "“Now
try to put the en-

succeed if they continued their
efforts in accordance with
procedures because the voice
of law will be heard amidst all
noise,

Sudhangsu Sekhar Haldar
of the AL argued that the re-
pecal of the Indemnity
Ordinance of 1975 could be
simple if that lmw was not
viewed as a part of the Fifth
Amendment Act.

Asked by the Speaker,
Deputy Leader of the House
Prof Badruddoza Chowdhury
said that there was some com-
plexity in introducing the bill
as was explained by the Law
Minister. He said that there
was no objection from the

Treasury Bench to discussing

this issue. But he said that it
would take time to introduce
the bill in parliament.

Earlier Awami League
leader Tofael Ahmed takin
part in discussion on the bil
said that a date should be fixed
for a discussion on the bill
which might come in the
order of the day next

Thursday.
He said that there was no pro-

vision in any constitution in
the world. that barred the trial
of killers.

He said that democracy
could not be institutionlised
of the
Constitution eleventh and
twelveth amendment bills.

He said that democracy
could not be placed on a firm
footing without stopping the
politics of killings.

Invok the statement of
Begum aleda Zia Toflael
Ahmed said that there was a
difference between the BNP of
1979 and the BNP of 1991. So,
the BNP democratically voted
to power could repeal the
hhci ordinance incorporated
in the Constitution.

BKSAL leader Abdur Razzak
said that the BNP was not re-
sponsible for the killing of

hu. He alleged that
government of Mushtaque
Ahmed was responsible for the
promulgation of this undemo-
cratic ordinance. He de-
manded the fixation of a date
to discuss the bill.

Ganotantri P‘.:ﬁ ﬂl;t.dﬂ:
bill was in consultation
with the constitutional experts
of the country. He said that the
bill was very simple, "repeal of
the Indemnity Ordinance’
which should be passed on the
basis of a consensus of the
House.

other three JP MPs on parole
to parliament to allow them
discuss the passage of the 1Ith
and 12th amendment bills.

JCD blames BCL(S-A)

for campus violence
By DU Correspondent

Jatiyatabadt Chhatra Dal
(WJCD). the student wing of BNP
at a rally Thursday at the
National Press Club demanded
immediate reopening of the
Dhaka University and other
educational institutions.

The rally also demanded
expulsion of the killers of Dr
Shamsul Alam Khan Milon
from the university. '

Speakers at the rally ac-
cused Awami League's student
front Chhatra League (S-A) for
"unleashing terrorism at the
educational {Institutions
throughout the country.”

Pass the bills
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the Election Commission
would have to hold referendum
before organising election of a .
president under the amended |
Constitution.

A minister who is among
those who have been asked to
communicate and explain the
situation to the opposition said
“it's no decision, but a
constitutional compulsion'.

He said that keeping In
view the time constraint, the
ruing party considered it

different to continue
discussion on the Constitution

Amendment Bills beyond
Sunday.

The source said that even
those opposition leaders who
were not members of the
Business Advisory Committee
were invited to sittings of the
committee and informed abomt
the tight situation.

A senior opposition leader
told a State Minister on
Thursday they had sought
assurance from the ruling
party for paving the way for
the introduction of an
Indemnity Bill proposed by
Mohammad Nasim. but they
did not make it a condition for
lending support to the
Constitution Amendment Billg

There had been confusio
in the ruling party as to what
the opposition would
ultimately do in respect of the
Constitution Amendment Bills,
as they spent almost an entire
private member's day in the
House to press the

introduction of the proposed

Indemnity Bill. 1
Meanwhile, an extended
meeting of sh Awami

scheduled for today
m;] is expected to make

clear the party's st on
vis a vis the proposed
Indemnity Bill.



