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Dhaka Day by Day

It's Like Being on the Moon

Mousami Roy has been following the foot-
steps of a travel writer Bruce Chatwin, who
wrote about the Australian aborigines. He went
trekking through the Himalayan ranges too
and Mousami, at 25, has dtcided to do just
that for a vacation. It is not often that one sees

_‘#‘- single Asian women trekking.

t makes it interesting
that you are seeing a new place and a new
country and also witnessing
I've been interested in Sherpa
time. The other aspect is the thrill of climbing
the enterprising

and getting to the summit.”
turer commented.
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heights ? She was not
not climb with ice

king," she exp

Ya.rent.l there are many ways to trek in
Nepa

Mousami (nicknamed. Puppu) went

and exciting s

Sherpa culture.
culture for some

point, trekking the
raid because she did

icks. "It was
in a self-effacing manner.
She trekk:d around the Everest region for a

by Fayza Haq
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simple trek-

She did the trekking
tion from her studies.
Mousami is working
the way catalysts work in chemical reaction.
She i1s a PhD
and plans to come back to the East {f it is pos-
sible. "It really depends on where my work
where the research is most inter-
es — more than mo or or pres
« Pgn; > ney or job or prestige,”
Commenting on the brain-drain from the In-
dian subcontinent to the West, Mousami said,
for other people but my impres-

conditions are better. A lot of nut
want to change the quality nfpeotlr life.
there are others who have a strong nntl:unn.l
temperament will come back.”

Mousami, who has lived in Calcutta, Delh,
Hong Kong and the Philippines
USA, at the age of 18, lives in an a
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on statistical models for
Physics student in Boston, USA,
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The maximum height that she has climbed is
500 metres on a mountain called Kalupatar.
This

hill
absolutely

35

called Khumbu glacter.

are rock deposits,

tr1

Ft: trek begins at Kathmandu, you take a
bus to Jart and you walk to the summit. This
nt some time in the
Tibetan monasteries and tried to learn a little
about Tibetan Buddhism. Trekking is a great
way to see a country, Mousami believed. You
learn how people live, eat and you learmn about
their culture. It was such a peaceful expert-

people, she mixed with
the Kathmandu crowd. She found the city very

tan, in the sense that you can get
food from all over the world at the restaurants.

takes 12 days. She spe

ence, she commented.
Apart from the hill

near the Everest base camp. "On
clear day, in the morning, during
you could see the south summit of the
L. You can see the beginning of a glacier
You are surrounded

with ice walls. There are moraines too,
" she explained about her

gore songs.

which commented .

Park.

in USA

She has managed to see the p

entire family was keen to come back, and see
places like the Shahid Minar, the Ja
isoudha and the

were delighted with

Smrit-
colhcﬂonofﬂuﬂ'[‘z
lay "Darpan”

within the few weeks that she has been in Dha-
ka. "'m not a theatre critique but | found the

acting and setting comparable to the experi-
mental productions in the West,~

Mousami

She was even delighted with the Ramna
“It's a stark contrast to the Calcutta
parks. | found the streets very clean and good
compared to Calcutta, that 1s,” she further
commented. Her "mamabari” ha
Calcutta, which she has visited -

The PhD student. who, at the age of eleven,
wrote a [an letter to Dr Abdus Salam. has trav-
elled to Parts, California, Nevada, Mexico, the
Vermont Mountains and the East Coast. when

s to be In

Concluding her experience in Nepal, Mousa-
mi remarked:
looked as if you could have been on the moon.”

“It's a powerful experience. It

Proper training for industrial workers stressed

State Minister for Labour
and Manpower Rafiqul Islam
Mia said that proper
training for the industrial

for maintaining
good relations between the

employees and the employers,
reports BSS.
The State Minister was
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the concluding and the certifi-
cate awarding ceremony ar-
ranged by the Industrial
Relations Institute at Tongl.
The funection was ad-
dressed, among others, by
Manzoorul Karim, Secretary,
Ministry of Labour and

Manpower, DAF Chowdhury,
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Day temperature may

Director of Labour Showkat
Hossain, Principal | R L

The minister said that the
present government was
committed to the welfare of
the workers for the socio-eco-
nomic development of the

By Staff Correspondent
Rain or thundershower -mump.nhd temporary gusty

diviston

hmhmﬂhnmmmﬂpmm re-

ports Meteorological

nt.

Departme
Day temperature Mkely to rise by 1-2 degree Celsius over

the country. On Th

the highest

ure recorded

at Satkhira was 33. ] degree Celsius while lowest temper-

ature was 23 .8

at Feni.

Feni experienced the highest rainfall of 67 mm on

Thursday while Chittagon
mm. The third highdst

recorded second
® mm was reported

ot of 46

of 68
Sylhet

The sun sets on Friday at 6.42 pm and rises on Saturday at

5.28 am

the country on Thursday were
Chties /Towns Temperature in Ceistus Humidity in percentage
Max Min 9 am 6 pm
Dhalea 32.4 27.2 BB 88
Chittagong 28.4 26 8 95 96
Rapshahi 33.2 26.4 86 85
Khuina 33.3 275 86 L ]
Cox’s Bazar 28.5 26 .6 92 92
Sylhet 280 24 5 23 23
Srimangal 30..8 26.2 85 88
Chandpur 32.7 27.8 4 20
Satikhira 33.7 28 6 82 93
Rangpur 20 27.8 92 2
Foarine) 32.1 26.85 90 ]
Fandpur 32.8 27.1 %9 84
Feri 33.3 238 L] 97

like 8 Bengali,
4 English dailies

To determine the sen- |
' liking of national dailies
read on board,
:lmln recently
sample su on their
choice and dcmrr:rl press
;?u said Thursday, reports

In accordance with the pri-
ority list of the uu-tumerl
choice and demand, based on

the results of the survey, ste
have been taken to t.lg:
and

first eight Be
dailies on

the first four
board the Biman flights from

the first week of the current

month.

Such su s will also be
conducted in future to assess
which dailies the passengers
would ke to read during the
Biman flights operating on in-
ternational and domestic
routes.

Mymensingh MPs
discuss local

problems with
President

Three Members  of
Parliament from Mymensingh
district met the Acting
President, Justice Shaha-
buddin Ahmed. at the
President’'s Secretariat Thurs-
day, reports BSS.

The MPs, Shamsul Hug,
Altaf Hossain and Nazrul Islam
discussed with the Acting
President a number of prob-
lems faced by the people of

their areas.

They urged the President to
pay his personal attention to
those problems which include
poor financial condition of the
educational institutions of the
district.

Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed

gave them a patient hearing

Metropolitan

Finan pensers|  False marksheets for foreign
scholarships detected

and assured them that he

wnuld look mm__thhm

The Ministry of Education is
likely to uk the education
boards to' submit the lists of
the candidates who scored
above B0 per cent and 75
per cent marks in SSC and
HSC examinations respec-
tively every year after publi-
cation of results, reports -
UNB. :

The step is being taken follow-

re submission of
false marksheets by the
candidates seecking foreign
scholarships mostly in un-
dergraduate level.

Every year good number of

scholarships are offered

mainly by the East

Euro countries for the
shi students.

Minimum requirement for
scholarships in undergradu-
ate level II'E 75 per cent
both in SSC and HSC.

An Education Ministry official
said shortage of time com-
pelled them to send the
applications to the respec-
tive governments without
scrutinising the marks
submitted by the a Hunt-.

‘It is embarrassing for us to
unml the names l!re-dy

Tk 20 lakh

contraband
seized at ZIA
3 id, an
:Hlmmummt mt:h after Et | mun “'{.; mt‘:hh ;I'l
some licants have sub- | lakh were seized by t.he cus-

mitted f{alse marksheets”,
said the source,

A total of 8 applicants have
submitted false marksheets
this year out of 52 for un-
dergraduate level scholar-
ships offered by Soviet
Unidon.

The trend of submitting false
marksheets i{s more com-
mon in uate level

mﬂ:rrfd.:nt: level,
th:uﬂﬂ.l

Rezaul Karim
presents
credentials

The newly appointed
Bangladesh High
Commissioner to the United
Kingdom M M Rezaul Karim,
presented his credentials to
Queen Elizabeth on
Wednesday, an official source
said, reports BSS.

After the ceremony, the
Queen received the High
Commissioner and his wile in
audience. The High
Commissioner conveyed to

Queen that greetings and good
wishes of Acting President

Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed

and Prime  Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia which the Queen

warmly reciprocated.

Later a reception was
hosted in the gladesh
Chancery which was attended,
among others, by the Marshal
of the diplomatic crops,
Members of Parliament,
Deputy Under Secretary of
State in the foreign and
Commonwealth office, senior
government officials and jour-
nalists.

Tk 250 crore German
technical, food aid

Germany will provide
Bangladesh with Tk 203
crore(Deutsche Mark 99 mil-
lion) in development assis-
tance the current fiscal,
reports

In addition, it will provide
Tk 31 crore [Deutsche Mark
15 million) for projects under
technical cooperation and Tk
18 crore (Deutsche Mark 7.5
million) in food aid. a re-
lease of the FRG Embassy said
in Dhaka on Thursday.

The aid commitment came
at a three-day meeting be-
tween officials of the two sides
in Bonn form July 29 to July
3l.

Bangiadesh's position as a
major recipient of German de-
velopment assistance was un-
derscored during the meeting
reflecting united Germany's
undiminished commitment
to Third World countries, the
press release added.

BGIC Award

Bangladesh General
Insurance (BGIC) has
introduced IC Reader-

Increase Award' with a view to
encouraging reading books.
Says & press re

The award with effect from
the year 1990, will be given to
those readers who will borrow
the t number of books
from the Ilibraries (n

h.?ﬂnhm-rur.
or the year 1990. Mrs

Jinnat Latif, member of the
Dhaka Ladies Club and its -

l‘-‘lrd is first of its
kind in the country.

Shambhugani

Bridge opens
to traffic
Aug 18

The Shambhugan) Bridge
constructed with the Chinese
help and assistance over the
river Brahmaputra near
Mymensingh town will be
to traffic on August 18,
Communication Minister,
Col (Retd) Of Ahmed, told the

Jattya Sangsad Thursday

to Shamsul Hugq
Mymensingh).

The Awami League member
said the delay in the om
of the bridge was causing mis-
eries to the people of
Netrakona, Kishoreganj,
Sherpur and Jamalpur dis-
tricts. It was also
the movement of rent
merchandises causing price-
rise of the essentials.

Death condoled

BNP Secretary General and

Loecal ﬂﬂf‘l‘tl"l‘l-ll Rural
“'"‘::::, '
ex-

p!-l his shock at
the death of Sheikh Abdul
Gani, President of BNP

Municipal Unit of Gourtpur,
reports BSS.

The focal point of this
g-r s German aid are projects

clearance and prevention of

in con-
utmctiun of multi-purpose cy-
clone shelters, in view of re-
cent tidal surge.

Priority would also be given
to the World Bank's Fourth
Population and Health Project
in which FRG would also par-
ticipate.

German assistance would
also be available for a structural
adjustment programme, voca-
tional training and poverty al-
leviation through the promo-

tion of self-help.
Fatzur Rahman Chowdhury,
Joint Secretary, External

Relations Division, headed the
Bangladesh delegation while
the German side was led by Dr
Wolf Preuss, Deputy Director
General for Asia in the Federal
Ministry for Economic
Empcrltlnn

FM cancels visit to

Istanbul

Secretary

to lead team

Foreign Secretary Abul
Ahsan leaves Dhaka today to
attend the 20th International
Conference of Foreign
Ministers (ICFM) beginning in
Istanbul Saturday, reports
UNB.

Officials said Thursday
Foreign Secretary will lead the
four-member sh dele-
gation at the 6-day meet, as
Foreign Minister ASM
Mostafizur Rahman will not be
able to attend the conference
in the Turkish city due to pre-

occupations at home.
conference will review
the post-war scenario in the

Gulf and try to devise a guaran-
tee of security in the region.

It will also discuss socio-po-
litical and economic condi-

tions of the Muslim Ummah
and will make suggestions to
be submitted to the forth-
coming OIC summit due in
Dakar, Senegal, December
next.

The conference will -
nently deal with liberation of
the occupied territories,
establishment of the
Palestinian state, Kashmir
problém, Afghanistan issue and
condition of Muslims {n non-
Muslim states.

The ICFM is expected to
formulate a report on OIC's
possible assistance to the re-
habilitation and reconstruction

programmes in the cyclone af-
fected coastal b-elt: of the

country.
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Firoza Begum's solo munlcnl ln:ﬁe at Shilpakala Aca-

demy Thursday.
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Private jute exporters incur

Private sector jute ex-
pgrters are planning an indefi-
nite strike beginning shortly
for realising their demand for
interest-free loan repayment
facility and other incentives.

They are demanding that
the government facilitate loan
repayment through interest-
free “segregated account”, sep-
arating the principal from in-
terests accrued thereupon.

The total overdue principal
in the sector Is about Tk 40
crore. which has accumulated
to more than Tk 130 crore
with interest

Private raw jute traders,
brokers and shippers sources

sald Thursday they were going
to start the action pro
towards the end of m:
week of August, halting raw
jute export in the private sec-
tor.

Talking to UNB, they said
they were willing to pay back
the unpaid loans. provided

“benefits” are assured by the
authorities to help them re-
coup the fina loss they

have suffered due to govern-
ment's “wrong policies and
impractical decisions”.

..............
..............
....................

The private sector has in-
curred a total loss of more
than Tk 100 crore over last
couple of years, they said.

"About 80 per cent people
involved with raw jute export
have already left the trade, and
more are likely to follow as it
has become unprofitable.”
leading exporter said.

Bangladesh Pat ram
Committee (BPSC) in early
1990 withdrew its acting pro-

Obituary

Zainab Banoo (Sanam), wife
of late Afzal Hossain Khan, re-
tired Ist Class Magistrate, died
of cardiac arrest at PG Hospital
Wednesday. She was 68, says a
press release.

She left behind her three
sons, seven daughters and a
host of relations and well-
wishers to moumn her death.

She was buried at her family

g::yl at Barabari under

Her eh:lut son is Maswood
Alam Khan, Manager, Agrani
Bank. Press Club Branch.

Qulkhawni will be held to-
day (Friday) at her Gandaria
residence.

------
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Tanbazar

in Narayanganj

¥ Uttara Bank’s
network

Tk 100 cr loss, threaten strike

gramme in which they threat-
ened to stop raw jute export,

following government assur-
ance to look into the
"accumulated problems of the
private jute traders”,

"But no solution has yet
been in sight after 18 months
since then due to reluctance of
the Finance Ministry.” the
SOuUrces “I..i.llm_lﬂj

Bangladesh suffered a loss
of about Tk 30 crore and also
lost substantial part of interna-
tional market when raw jute
export was banned by the gov-
ernment in October 1984.

The restriction was, how-
ever, lifted 4 months later,
but "continued

since have weakened the

trade”, BPSC sources added.

A new jute season has al-
ready started, and if the prob-
lems are not sorted out wur-
gntty. country's jute trade

th in overseas and home
market might face another
sctback, concerned circles
feared.

Private sector contributes
about 20 per cent in total for-
eign exchange earmings from
raw jute export.

toms officials
International Airport on
Thursday, customs sources
said, reports BSS.

the scanning of the
of a Biman flight
coming from Muscat, the
members of customs
surveillance team detected a

code ll‘l‘l given after detec-
tion, remained on the convey
or belt without any claim as
the left

The customs personnel in
presence of their Additional
Collector GHM Hafizur Rahman
and representatives of other
agencies broke open the suit-
case and found 18 gold bars
each weighing 10 tola, the
sources said. Another 22 tola
gold was setzed from a -
ger who landed with a
Pakistani passport. Besides,
medicines and Pakistant
clothes were seized from
other passengers of a PIA

flight.
Diploma nurses
call on Khaleda

A delegation of Diploma
Nurses Association Thursday
called on Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia at her sec-
retariat office, BSS.

During the meeting, they
apprised her of their profes-
sion and drew her attention to
some problems.

They pointed out that
Shaheed President Ziaur
Rahman had given due status
to their profession and many of
their problems got sympa-
thetic consideration of
President Zia.

The Prime Minister gave
them a patient hearing and
said that all their genuine
grievances would be consid-
ered sympathetically.

She described the profes-
sion as very d and re-
spectable and said people en-
gaged in other professions
should follow the self-less ser-
vices of the nurses.

Teachers urged
to motivate
students to end

campus violence

Prof M Asadur Rahman,
Vice-Chancellor of Bangladesh
Agricultural University (BAU)
has urged the teachers irre-
spective of differences in opin-
jons and ideologies to motivate
the students to end terrorism
in the university campus, re-
ports BSS.

The Vice-Chancellor was
addressing the teachers of
BAU at the Shilpacharaya
Zainul Abedin auditorium in
Dhaka Tuesday to apprise
them of the atest
developments on campus situ-
ation on the eve of the opening
of the university classes from
Aug 3.

Prof Rahman said it was ur-

ntly needed to consolidate
the wills and strength of the
teaching community for the
restoration and maintenance
of a favourable atmosphere for
the pursuit of k and
free thinking in the university.

He further said that the
university teachers were re-
quired to play the pioneering
role effectively in the
terrorist activities in the cam-

"The teachers will have to
sct an ideal before the nation
by launching and strengthen-

RCC starts
sapling
plantation

RAJSHAHI. Aug | : A month
long sapling plantation pro-
gramme organised by Rajshahi
City Corporation was formally
inaugurated today by its Mayor
Mizanur Rahman Minu at

Kadirgan| graveyard, an official

handout said, BSS.

The saplings are being
planted at the t grave-
yards and road sides to beautify
the city areas.

Over thirty thousand
-’h‘t of mango, jackfruit,
black berry, shishu mehgani

etc will be planted under the

------------

centre of the District Headquarter in airconditioned
comfort to serve more efficiently the business

community of this area.

G Uttara Bank Limited

Let Uttara Bank s new competence add 10 youwrs

L
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From tomormow (3rd August '91) Uttara Bank's s
194th branch will be openat 16/2 S.M. Maleh Road,
Tanbazer, j~the commercial nerve




