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Export Policy
policy is

Our at hand. It contains

the u emphasis nnmla the me:p:'l
. our

mlrhetm ﬂP tg:ghrmn‘the quality our export

items, etc. These export ts are not new

What will be new is a genuine effort to achieve
them. What everyone watch will be

the follow-up measures that the government will
adopt in this regard.

amond cut:m, polishing, ornament making, etc.
— under mg‘mhm:stcplntht
right direction. a question should be asked as
to the status and progress of industries covered
under the crash programmes of previous export
policies — leather, wet blue to shed leather
conversion units, electronics, etc. The policy is
far from clear as to what measures are foreseen to
promote the above industries.

One of the policy goals put forward by the
commerce minister is to reduce our imports and

roduce more and more export items from
Eld raw materials. Such a policy is good
for mbutnutfnrtherul . It is di-
vorced the experiences of such success
stories as Korea, Taiwan, Malaysia and Thailand.
The idea of reducing imports, while expanding
our is one that has far outlived its valid-

ity. athnbeegruzggetﬁmnmtmtetnnmnm
dyna.m.ic{rwt.h economies is a
policy that encourages thcpnh;‘;: of total imports
and exports. The strat is of the ex-
sector by Incre im with the gap
them widening in favour of export earn-

ings. This means that we should encourage the
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essential element in promoting our export
eaming would be to rove and maintain the
quality of our products. Here lies an area in which

the quality and esperially

Ry e RS hm.lrl?;:et. We
must able to react quic to the changing
competitiveness of our neighbours and others.

Our domestic market is much too small to re-

ally provide the demand boost for our rts.
Therefore we will have to et the global mar-
ket, the keys to survival in h are quality, cre-

ativity, flexibility and aggressive marketing.

Our export policy must incorporate all the
above and more. This time round, it does not.

Vast Grounds to Cover

It is good to know that our literacy rate has
improved and population growth rate has de-
creased in the ten years since the last census in
1981. The happy tiding was contained in the
ﬂ-elml:nnry report of the '91 census released on

onday. A five per cent plus has taken the
literacy rate to the current 24.82 — a sobering

after the many rides we had been taken for
education officials during the Ershadian years.

€ population growth rate has slided nom
by a 0.15 per cent to 2.17 — which is bet-
ter even than the much touted 2.2. Considering
the generally stagnant and at places fast-degener-
ating socio-economic situation which capitally
contributes to a general predilection for igno-
rance and apathy — two main contributors to dis-
quieting population and literacy figures—, the
ormance of the society well-deserves a sin-

cere pat on the back.

The performance is specially heart-warming as
this was no result of effective motivational cam-
paign or of broadening the true basis of both
population control or liter facilities. The soci-
ety

is rlghtl:}g itself although very slowly — and
never mind if Malthus is at work. However, such
encouraging signs

fail to d&?el sad thoughts of
en the third millennium with at
hundred million illiterate souls. What
do to negate that eventuality ? Short of
radical and genuinely innovative measures involv-
ing the whole people and not just descended
! %1: rmrétﬁ figure would plod on by
y or per cent, keeping us as
unfit for the new times as we are now.
Dhaka district has come out mmungha triple
crown — two of them of dubious merit. The hl&-
literacy prize goes to Dhaka's 43.35 per cent.
ith that goes the trophies of highest density —
to the kilometre — and of highest
rate — 3,64 per cent. Worries about the
whole of this country rushing to Dhaka wasn't
after all unfounded. :

A true hero l:mtr%;c: from the Monday's new
population figures. palg stands out there
with its population growth of — believe it —

0.89 per cent per
uhouﬂcmake e

]
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Census figures are a prime factor in
our own bearings as a collective being. is
g:mnutatm description of our le is meaning-

|1 only when it helps the on gain qualita-
tively. figures should infuse in us a sense of

agriculture and
production, intensive rural
acquaculture and forestry
constitute the possible
basis for inftlating sustained
economiic growth in Bangla-
desh oday. Once such a viable
agricultural modernizatlion
has laken roots, the
ur-intensive industrial-
tzation phasc can also simulta-
neously begin for the march
from to NIC.
Intensifyt agricultural

h would foster rapid
trial nt. t

is, therefore, the critical path
of intensification?
in China, under the policy

ol national output
between | and the year
, It 1s hoped to reach
12.8 billon in total farm
output from 101 million
hectare of farmland and the
DSe218.5 in "rural arcas.
S$218. in rural arcas.
Grain output should be iIn
excess of hall the value of total
farm output and people should
be cating more high protein
foods in prcference to :
Thus the average gross
farm output in the year 2000 i
expecied to be USS3,004 per
hectare. If this is taken as the
target for Bangladesh agricul-
ture in the year 2000 then the
value of farm output from 9
million hectares of cultivable
land (which unlike most parts
of China can be cropped Lhree
times a year) should come to
5828.0 billlon and about

Moscow have been
hearing loud protests
for the past 18 months from

African students who say their
lives there are unreasonably
harsh.

Living on fixed allowances
from the Soviet mment,
they accuse their diplomats of
refusing to help them cope
with s inflation.

The latest demonstration
was s by Cameroonian
students in early May, their
second this year. And reports
said Nigerian students were
Mphmﬂnl a demonstration in

They are protesting diplo-
mats' all indifference to
their wellare, abuse of their
power and the use of divide-
and-rule tactics against them.

The Cameroonian students
also demonstrated against the
Biya government's repression
of student leaders and political
opponents at home. Their
main grievance, however, was
the recent cut of their annual
allowance from US$1,000 to
$600.

The students are infuriated
because the cut was made just
as the cost of living shot up to
astronomical levels because of
the Soviet economy's transi-
tion to a market economy.

There are nearly 10,000
Africans studying in the Soviet

alking a tightrope be

tween India and Paki-

stan, the United Stat-
€s is attempting to impose a
nuclear non-proliferation
regime in South Asia to
frustrate ambitions on bo
sides. '

By rnnnrlnf the Pressler

Amendment of the 1992-93

- foreign aid authorisation bill on

Pakistan and extending it to
India, the US Congress has
signalled growing approval of
moves to curb a nuclear arms
race in the on.

The Pressler Amendment
requires certification by the
US President of non-nuclear
capabilities among countries
receiving military and eco-
nomic aid from W ;

The US Congress' decision
to bring India on par with

-Pakistan, which last year lost

US$280 million of US assis-
tance, has been described here
as "misplaced”.

An Indian Foreign Office
spokesman said, "We are dis-
appointed af the tenor and

address.
Tinted car glass

Sir, Following the end of
the autocratic regime, the law
agencies very suc-

cessfully got the car owners
remove their tinted glasses.
We became very relieved that
our government was able to
enforce this. But to our
surprise the tinted glasses are

appearing again. On July 15 we
were stopped at the traffic

signal near the Shaheed
Jahangir Gate of Dhaka
Cantonment to make way for a
VIP. We were eagerly waiting
to see the VIP but failed to do
so as the glasses of that car

Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer’s real name, signature and

&cy
ture an rural industrics sup-
ported by infrastructure par

thuhrmmr development.
Given fundamental differ-
ence in the political frame-

works, how can this be donc in

crnisation movement of 19807

The Netherlands Model

Let us look al the opposite
end — the capitalist path of
agriculture growth in the
Netherlands. The country has
developed one of the most iIn-
tensive agricultural production
systems in Lhe world. From a
base of only N8 million
hectarcs of arablc L.ind (60% of
which is irrfigated) and another

'1.14 milllon hectarcs of per

manent pasture, the net
export of livestock products in
1981 ampunted to USS4, 756
million. In addition, fruft and
vegetable exports amounted to
another USSB38 milllon. Each
hectare of land on the

average accounied for an
export urnl:, exceeding
US$2,700 and of which 88 per
cent were meat, egg and
ucts. Notwithstanding the
t that in 198], the net
import of animal feeding stulfls
amounted to USS610 million,
the wital role of land-
augmenting technologies and
intensification of high-value
ed by Wprod
ocessi can
scarcely be over- . Not
that Bangladesh can imitate

the Netherlands, but it points
to the imtensification path to

From LDC to NIC by Shahed Latif

be devised rely-
ing on limited resources,
but abundant labour already
available and the vast pool of
proven technologics that exist
clscwhere in the world.

Iin 1981, Bangladesh ex-
ported US$214 million worth
of agricultural products largely
consisting of J\Ih‘.‘frltt prod-
ucts (USS115 million), tea
(USS46 million) and fish
(USS30 million); while import
of foodgrains (US$135 mil-
llon), dairy products (US$44
million) and edible oil
(USS124 million) constituted
two-third of the import bill for
products of agricultural origin,
ler cent of which were
paid for by the Itural
exports. The couniry is blcssed

foods induced by additional
income [rom rural growth on
a broadfront.

Between 1974 and 1984,
area harvested for cereals went

down in China and the
Republic of Korea by 5 and 21
per cent res while in

Bangladesh it increased by
around 9 per cent. Dramatic
yield gains in China as well as
in Korea wtill enabled rising
grain production. In fact in
China, total grain output in-
creased by 50 per cent and the
corre yield increase
was 57 per cent during 1974-
1984. On the other hand,
cereal concentration has in-
creased in and 86
per cenlt of the cropped area is
presently devoted to rice and
wheat cultivation. In Kore

cation is quite manifest in

as
1970 and 1984

The Netherlands is
ahead in this process nfd:v:r-
An overwhelming

African students living on government
They say their requests for help from
students have taken to

insensitive to their plight.

gmntéiuthcﬂwkitfnimmmﬂn‘tomby.
African embassies have largely gone unheard. Many
staging protests in Moscow accusing their diplomats of being
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Union. Almost all are on Soviet
government scholarships,

which entitle them o a
stipend of between 160 and
190 roubles ($98 to &117) a
month, free tuition, and free
accommodation.

Some African governments,

South Asia

US Tutors a Disarmament Plan

lowing a consistent policy of
not acquiring nuclear weapons,
Pakistan has single-mindedly
pursued a clandestine pro-
gramme by willful violation of
US laws,” the official added.

An analyst in Pakistan told
IPS Pakistan would be satisfied
that the US Congress has en-
dorsed Islamabad's regional
approach first presented at the
United Nations in 1974 and
reiterated in fresh proposals
recently.

Pakistani Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharifl earlier last
month urged mediation by the
United States, the Soviet
Union and China to arbitrate
between India and Pakistan
and curb a regional nuclear
arms race.

Sharif sent to

also

Washington a high-powered
delegation led by Pakistan
Senate chairman Wasim

to lobby for the scheme and

were tinted. This raised a
question in our mind: is tinted

glass now

Hnul-:luh?l
H.Muy
DOHS, Banant,
Dhala

allowed iIn

Jatrabari-Demra
road

The road between
Jatrabari and Demra, an im-

tant part of Dhaka- -

hittagong highway, is in a
very deplorable condition. The
portion of the road between
Jatrabarf and Kafla is fn a bro-

after persistent requests from
students in Moscow started
paying additional allowances
ranging between $6 and $50
per month per student to
compensate for the rising
prices,

But other African govern-

ments, Mozambique and
Guinea Bissau among them, do
not pay anything at all to stu-

dents. They repeat arguments

by the host government during
the pre-perestroika era that

the Soviet t
was Hﬂﬂmm
frugally.

But when in April Soviet
Premier Valentine Paviov an-
nounced price increases of be-
tween 200 to 300 per cent,
nearly all African students, in-
cluding those who recetve al-

lowances from home, have

to their problems.

Says a Nigerian journalism
student at Leningrad
Un : "Our offi-
cials collect thousands of
bucks as ‘hardship allowance'
for working in the Soviet
Union. Yet they are unwilling
to support students' appeals to
successive governments for an

Thé United States signals its willingness to
curb a nuclear arms race in South Asia by
having the region’s two rival powers submit
to its non-nuclear foreign aid criteria. Rajiv
Tiwari of IPS reports from New Delhi.

demand symmetry between
India and Pakistan.

But the Pakistani expert
also said the Pressler
Amendment’'s extension to
India was "more lic than
substantial” because it aimed at
future controls without review-
ing past activity. And India was
not as dependent on US aid
and military hardware.

New Delhi demonstrated
unclear proficiency in 1974
when it exploded a "peaceful
device” and has since then de-
nied it is bullding a stockpile
of s ns.

trategic weapo
India will lose an estimated

ken condition with so many
pot holes here and there. Here
the traffic jam fs a common
scene every day. Rain water
accumulated in ditches on the
road makes the condition
worse. Moreover, the filth and
ga dumped on the road-
side by DMC has made the at-
mosphere very much un-
healthy.

The authority concerned is
therefore requested to take
nec measure (o repair
the road between Jatrabari and
Kajla bridge immediately.

Md Abdul Baten

Retirement benefit

Sir, It ap that the gov-
ernment ﬂrhr:u to imple-
ment Pay and Service
Commission report soon and
there will be h
muyebmithn on a
den. | received full and final

US$22 millien dollars official
aid from Washington if the
congressfonal move is adopted
hmeHthﬂthhn.
sources, here , 18 unhappy

. with Congress’ “micro-manag-

ing” official foreign policy.
Meanwhile, Sharif's pro-
posal inviting outside media-
tion has been rejected by the
Indian caretaker government

which is due to hand to
the winner of last 's elec-
tions.

But it again highlighted
cleavages and suspicious be-
tween regional ri who have
fought three wars.

settlement on the basis of cer-
tain months' basic pay as ser-
vice ben':ﬂt and the amount
receivable as loyer's con-
tribution to FF.:TI:H I have not
received any compensation
towards leave, | had accumu-
lated to erédit during my
28 years of service.

On the other hand, a person
of my salary status e
benefit of pension, will get
more in cas commuting a

rtion of his/her basic pay

sides pension. And | am
worried {f the rmment in-
creased salary and benefits to a
great extent, we the non- pen-
sioners will be hard hit in view

of inflation and more money
onrush in the market !

Maghbazar, Dhaka.

RF victims

Sir, This has reference to
the feature under the
"Help for RF vietims" pub-

involved in "fllicit" and
currency traflic or drunk-
enness instead of pursuing
their studies.

dents who have
timised by their school author-
ities

a:tl.ﬂl:llll accuse diplomats
of ignoring their problems in

favour of office hours to
dabble in lucrative business
transactions.

"Our Embassies are forex
bureaux first and diplomatic

Pacifists here welcomed the
initiative and said it accommo-
dated India's assertions that
regional de-nuclearisation was
not a bilateral issue by includ-
ing China.

But - officials doubted
Pakistan's motives in raising it
before US Congress sessions.

They said regional ar-
rangements are "illusory” con-
sidering the global reach of
nuclear weapons during the
war against Iraq. .

Most observers saw no
harm in beginning a dialogue
with Pakistan an em-
bargo on the first use of nu-
clear weapons is not confined
to South Asia and the scope of
proposals is widened to cover
other countries and regions.

But experts here noted
Bhnrll‘:ngmpum falls in line
with Bush's suggestion to drop
the country-specific Pressler
Amendment in favour of en-

lished in your esteemed daily

on July 21. .

I thank you for such a nice
feature. 1 am sure this will
make the people conscious
about rheumatism and. its
problem. | would like to know
:I.ln address of the RHD hospi-

My friend’'s daughter, a stu-
dent of class Ill caught cold
when she was only one year
old. This unfortunately went
unnoticed. Subsequently she
developed throat infection and
was treated by a local doctor
who had no elementary knowl-
edge of this discases. After a
few months my friend's
younger sister, who had seen
such a patient elsewhere, ad-
vised him to get sliva and
blood (ASO) pathologically
ted, and the dreadful dis-
was detected. Since then
daughter is taking peni-
and whenever she ne-

to take medicines, it
increase in ASO in her
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China. Such substitution of

been vic- .

Sudance stadent in Mastow
Soviet law enforcement
the KOB
e state snvurtly ‘sorvicep e
well versed in these antics of
diplomats and students. The
now-defunct TV
“Vzglyad” (Opinfon) reported
recently that a diplomat from a
Third World country airitfted

392 refrigerators and freezers,

lar reports. African stu-
dents and even have
been caught by customs offi-

Writing in the leftist New
Delhi' Patriot' newspaper, ana-
lyst Cecil Victor -

off the hook and drag India

into a dishonest arrangement
of parity...”

And Indian st aflairs
analyst K. Subrahmanyam
commented in the 'Business
and Political Observer’ news-
paper, "before one can have a
nuclear weapon-free zone in a
region, it has to be proved that
the countries of the region are
nuclear-free.”

/

Both India and Pakistan
maintain they do not have nu-
clear weapons but it is widely
held they are only a few turns
of the screw away from assem-
bling these.

The fresh thrust towards
enforcing bilateral is in
fact aimed at Freezing Indian
aplhﬂlty while also :

th Pakistan — which
defi-

nst United States —
fa under Washington's

year spoke of strategic
ance

My friend's daughter had to
remain_absent from school on
the PT days as her PT teacher
either does not know about
this disease or she is less sym-
pathetic. My friend had to
write personal letter request-

the PT teacher to exempt
m daughter from physical
training but two or three dates
thereafter she was compelled
to attend the physical training
This has developed PT Phobia
in her. ,

Through your column |
would also want to appeal to
the PT teachers of all the
schools to show some le
to such poor RF victims and
exempt them from sort of
EI: ical training. is will

p them to remain in school
on all the days of week.

M. Saleem Ullah
Motfheel, Dhaka.



