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Parties plan massive pickets, marches

B.
DELHI, July 27 :
Seven people were killed and
10 inju when two leftist
ps clashed at a colliery in

castern Indian state of
Bihar, the Press Trust of India

(PT1) reported Saturday, says
AFP.

The agency said the .
be n supporters of the
1.:}:: Pmple?:u Front (IPF) and

the Marxist Coordination
Center (MCC) erupted at the
Rai Colliery, B8 kilome-
ters miles) from the city of
Ranchi, Friday night

The two groups attacked
one another with arrows,
homemade bombs and other
weapons when news spread
that IPF men had killed an
MCC supporters, and seven
died on the spot before police
could separate the groups, the

said.
*Pﬁnt were camped at the

Collier, where they described
the atmosphere as still tense
Saturday, and the injured had
been hospitalised, PTI said
without giving further details.

Reuter adds: India's left-
wing parties said on Friday
they p a week of protests
next month against govern-
ment moves away of protests
next against government
moves away from socialist. pro-
tectionist orthodoxy, reports
Reuter.

Two communist parties and

NEW

President Bush on Friday

BE agh

Bush lifts freeze on Kuwaiti assets: |

budget on
landlord, pm-mulutlnlthnnl

tal policies of govern-
':::t mr;t be strongly resisted
so that the nt is
force to desist from his
course,” they said in a state-
ment.

A spokesman said they
pumfp;m marches and
sit-in "and other forms of

test all over the country”

m August 19, culminating in
a mass rally on August 25,
probably in Delhi.

The government, seeking a
multi-biilion dollar loan from
the International Monetary
Fund, has acted rad dur-
ing just one month in o to
ease a fo ex crisis.

Its moves, including a
sharpy rupee devaluation, are
aimed largely at saving off any
default on India's 71 billion
dollar foreign debt, the third
biggest in the developing
world.

It all marks a bi
turnaround from the ideals
socialist self-sufficiency which
India adopted in 1947, when it
won Independence from

lifted the US freeze on

Kuwaiti asscts in the United States, citing a 'restoration of

Kuwait fo its citizens,' AP from W

In a separate order, the

says.
t renewed the freese on

Iraqt assets beyond the Aug 2 anniversary date, saying "the

t of Imq

continues to

in activities inimical

to stability in the Middle East and hostile to US interests in

the
that nation had already

!'hncuunun!!uwnuw

been

for the record since
to resume use of its

assets by the US government. said White House spokesman
Roman Popadiuk.
Bush had frozen both Kuwaiti and Iraqgi assets last t,

after Iraq invaded its
business
raiding Kuwaiti-held assets.

Thatcher

with both countries to prevent Irag

country. He pro
m

Uﬂﬂuﬂmﬂ;mrﬂcmlmlc nr:i

former British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher a

private meeting on Friday at the headquarters
Special Air Service (SAS), Reuter says
ofHeuinrdlnmEmm
meant to be kept under Wraps. But the
confirmed ft took place after the news was leaked to

The meeting near the city

was

Ministry

a London :
A ministry

about Gulf war but said:

of the elite
from London.

gave no details of their conversation
“They wanted to meet and they did.”

As Prime Minister. Thatcher ordered British forces to join
Schwarzkopl's command in the Gulf after Iraq invaded Kuwait

last

August. Thatcher was replaced by John Major in a

Conservative Party leadership struggie last November.

Soviet traffic controllers call strike:

Soviet Air traflic controllers on Friday called a strike for
August 10 to press a claim for higher pay, shorter hours and

hnﬁhlvc. Reuter reports from Moscow,
official news agency Tass sadd the union rep

80 cent of the country's controllers presented
n&hﬂ to the Civil Aviation Ministry.

Many international flights between Europe and the Far
East pass through Soviet air space.

10 killed in Peru accident: A vuck and

a bus collided a dense for on a highway along Peru's northern
coast Friday, killing at least 10 people and injuring 16, police

the Pan

said, AFP from Lima.
mmth:ﬂuhmh-dmum

FPormer East German communist leader Erich Honecker has

jeft a Moscow clinic after surgery and is living In a

government dacha outside the Sovict Capital. a German
reported, Reuter says from Hamburg

m said Honecker, 78, who was spirited out of Eastern

Moscow carlier this year, recovering so well
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Britain after centuries of colo-
nial rule.

The industrial policy
slashes red tape and allows
foreign investors to take ma-
jority stakes in t enter-
prises — even in the food pro-
cessing sector, where multi-
national companies have in
the past been made particu-
larly unwelcome.,

The budget raises transport
costs. The government also
plans to sell some shares in
the huge state sector and to
ease closure procedures for
loss-making companies.

At least 40 per cent of
India's people live below the
poverty line and Finance
Minister Manmohan Singh has
promised to try to protect
them from what he warned
would be at least three years of
painful adjustment to a more
market-oriented economy.

His budget raised corpo-
rate tax rates, increased du-
ties on luxury goods and pro-
tected food subsidies for the
poor in an effort to fend off

cisely the charges levelled

the left partiep.

Their statement said the
budget would push up prices of
basic goods. putting intolerable
burdens on the common peo-

AP Adds : At least seven
were killed when sup-
porters of two radical political
parties clashed in the eastern
state of Bihar, a news agency

said Saturday.
Vietnam's assembly

opens to elect -
PM, amend
Constitution
BANKOK., July 27
Delegates at the opening ses-
sion of Vietnam's National
Assembly prepared Saturday to
elect a new Prime Minister
and amend the 1980

Constitution, the official
Vietnam News Agency said,

reports AP.

The Chatrman, Le
Quang Dao, told delegates to
Vietnam's legislature they
would enact bills on education.

not say what constitutional
changes t be made or de-
scribe legislation.
The current chairman of
the Council of Ministers. or
prime minister, is Do Muoi. He
was named to the more

ful post of head o
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JERUSALEM : Israeli ri police check a Palestinian youth in Jerusalem's Old City July 27.

‘ i®

Israeli Premier Yitzhak Shamir said Friday that [srael wants to start peace negotiations
now and should try to find a means of peaceful coexistence with the Palestinians.

Talks on ME peace confce
hit snags, says PLO

STOCKHOLM, July 27 :
Palestinian lecaders said on
Friday that talks on Middle
East peace conference had
reached an impasse that could
only be broken by Israel con-
cessjons over stinian rep-
resentation from occupied
East Jerusalem, reports

Reuter.

any conference.

“] believe we are facing a
problem with Isracli obsta-
cles.” said Faisal El-Husseini.
widely seen as the Palestinc
Liberation Organisation’'s rep-
resentative in Isracli-occupied
territories.

"1 believe that we can solve

48 blem by making it
t:hlr ]:ntlt Israelis that what
they are asking is unaccepl-

able,” Husseini told a

'UK govt use

Stockholm news conference.

Husseini and Nabil Shaath a
diplomatic adviser to PLO chiel
Yasser Arafat, were in Stoc-
kholm for talks with Foreign
Minister Sten Andersson
whom they asked to help
persuade the United States to
support the Palestinian

n on East Jerusalem.

Israel insists that Pales-
tintans from East Jerusalem
cannot take part in a peace
conference. It has ruled out
any discussion on the future of
the city. which it annexed in
1967.

Husseini, who has discussed
the issue with US Secretary of
State James Baker, said Pales-
tinians from East Jerusalem
must participate in any peace
con ce. .

Baker's efforts to convene
Arab-lsracli peace talks have
stalled over who shouild repre-
sent the 1.75 million Pales-

— AFP photo.

tinfans opposed to Israel's
occupation bf the West Bank
and Gaza strip.

Shaath accused Israell
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir
of trying to avoid a peace con-
ference by ratsing obstacles.

"There s an Iimpasse.”
Shaath said. "Shamir now is
trying to find points here and
there to find a way to say ‘No'."

Husseini said East
Jerusalem Palestinians must be
represented from the start of
any conference, but the t:lt?"u
status rould be reserved for
later sessions, as proposed on
Thursday by French Foreign
Minister Roland Dumas.

"We understand very well
that the matter of Jerusalem is
so sensitive, and maybe it will
be discussed at a later stage,
but representation from East
Jerusalem must be from the
beginning,” Husseini said.

d us when it needed’
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Gurkha troops furious over

British cuts in regiment

LONDON, July 27 : Gurkhas
in the British have re-
acted Ihl'pb to cuts in
their inclusion in the nt
attacking Britain’'s decision as
a "grave injustice” and accusing
it of reneging on ses (o
maintain CGurkha levels at
4,000 until after 1997, reports
PTL
Lt Col Lalkaj! Gurung,
chairman of the Ex-
Servicemen's Association and a
member of the Nepalese
National Assembly, said the 69
per cent reduction was an in-

tice inflicted on men who

shed biood for Britain.

“The British government

the "Daily Telegraph”. who
served with the Gurkhas iIn
Malaysia

we demand that the
Nepalese government and the
British rnment cut the
Gurkhas on a par with the rest
of the army. So some alierna-
tive arrangement can be made
for the Gurkha soldiers’ fu-
ture”, he added.

Col Gurung. who also served
with the 2/4 Indian OGurkha
regiment said the "abrupt and
heavy reduction” in the num-
ber of Gurkha soldiers would
hit the inances of their [ami-
Hes.

Col Gurung said they did
not expect a rmanent at-
tachment with the British
army. but the government
should stick by previous assur-
ances that their number would

India denies killing |

of 100 troops

NEW DELHI, July 27: India
denfed that pro-
Pakistan militants had killed
100 soidiers in a Kashmir am-

“This s propa-
to boost Pakistan's
morale.”

Taylor has said, at the Betty
Ford Centre in Ranche
Mirage, California, a drug
and alcohol rehabilitation
centre founded by the wile
of former US President
Gerald Ford.

single biggest operation alrnr.'ee[

the Kashmir revolt erupted In

January 1990
The militant up's siate-
ment said rs of

killed. It apologised for their
deaths saying the militants did

not know f[amily members
were with the convoy

not drop below 1,000 until
after 1997,

A Nepalese Foreign Ministry
source said under the 1947
Tripartite Treaty Gurkha re-
cruitment signed between
Nepal. India and Britain, the
British government should
have informed the Nepalese
government 24 hours before
making any important decision
on its Gurkha regiments.

In Hong Kong. where up to
5.000 Gurkhas arc stationed,
talk is not of recruitment but
redundancy, of the 35 per cent
to be pared down, only half
will be by natural wastage.
Some 2.000 will be made re-
dundant on terms yet to be
announced by the treasury.

Thirty years ago Maj Chinta
Bahadur Gurung walked for
seven days to reach the British
army recruiting centre from
his farming village of Syangar
just south of Pokhara in the
Nepalese Himalayas.

The flight to Hong Kong,
where he is now stationed
with the Queens Gurkha rifles,
took less than seven hours.
Although only 14 at the time,
he was confident of success. "I
lied about my age. but because
| was rather tall | was taken
on", said the 5 ft 5 inch sol-
dier.

Major Gurung's father, un-
cles and two brothers were
also in the army but with the
Gurkhas being cut from some
8.000 troops worldwide to
2.500, his son, now |8, may
break the tradition.

He is not so worried, only
months from retirement, he
will return to his farm In
Nepal. "1 will put a rocking
chair on the verandah ol my
family home face the hills and

think about my past”.

ISLAMABAD., July 27 :
Pakistani opposition lecaders
decided on Friday to stage a
one-day hunger strike on
August 4 to protest nst
laws H.{'r‘uilt:r
Nawaz Sharifl's vernment
special powers to t a crime
wave, reports Reuter,

Opposition leader Benazir
Bhutto and other leaders of the
five-party People's Democratic
Allance (PDA) will fast for a
day outside Parliament house
in Islamabad, a PDA
spokesman said. Hunger
strikes will also take place on
the same day in provincial ci-
ties and towns.

The spokesman said the
opposition committee decided
on the action in protest against
a constitutio amendment
passed by Parliament last week

this month.

He said the PDA believed
they would be used against the
government's political oppo-
nents.

The constitutional amend-

ment empowered the govern-
ment to set up special courts
to try people accused of seri-
ous crimes and barred regular
ﬂﬂu_lr.:.:: f!lm such cases.
crees the -
ernment the pum huld!:-
cret summary trials and autho-
rised police to shoot and kill
deflant suspects without a
agistrate's orders.
government says it
needs the extra powers to
eradicate ra t crime, par-
ticularly in the southern
province of Sind where kid-
nappings and armed robberies

occur daily.

IAEA helps set stage for

new US strike : Iraq

BAGHDAD, July 27: Iraq ac-
cused the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA) on
Friday of playing politics over
its nuclear programme and
helping to set the stage for a
new US military strike, re-
ports Reuter.

Foreign Minister Ahmed
Hussein Khudayer, in a letter
to UN Secretary-General Javier
Perez de Cuellar published by
the army newspaper
Qadissiyah, rejected IAEA sug-
gestions that Iraq had broken
its rules.

He said Iraqi technicians

were cooperating fully "in a
practical atmosphere”™ with
IAEA inspectors looking for ev-
idence of a nuclear weapons
programme.
The IAEA attitude had
caused discomfort and con-
cern and was politically moti-
vated “to prepare for a new
military aggression on lIrag
after it had handed over its
complete nuclear programme.”
he added.

A deadline for full Iraqi dis-
closure of its weapons of mass
destruction passed on
Thursday.

Washington, which threat-
ened to attack Iraq if it did not
fully reveal its nuclear secrets,
said had not
details of all of them but played
down suggestions that a mili-
tary strike was imminent.

Iraq on Thursday said the
whole debate on its nuclear
programme should be left to

the scientists

It described the mission of
a third team of UN inspectors
as fruitful and positive and ex-
pressed the hope that “"the
scientific climate® would con-
tinue during the visit of a
fourth team which is ex

port on Kh s letter un-
der the banner headline “our
people are loyal to their
ciples and their leader MP‘L“H
resist all conspiracies”.

In an editorial it accused
Washington of secking to de-
stroy Iraq and impose a politi-
cal system to suit its own
plans.

The IAEA has accused lraq
of breaching the nuclear non-
proliferation treaty by conceal-
ing a uranium enrichhment
programme.

Under the ceasefire terms
imposed on Iraq aller its Gulf
war defeat Raghdad must de
clare and scrap all its weapons
of mass destruction.

Iraq says that its nuclear
programmes are for peaceful,
scientific research.

20,000 Kurds
flee Iraqg

FTEHERAN, July 27: Twenty
thousand Kurds have lled areas
of nurthern Iraq that were hit
by violence earlier this month
and are heading toward the
Iranian border,

said herc woday, ﬂyé AFP

"Off the Record

Doctor has
AIDS virus

NEW YORK : An emergency room doctor in the Buffalo area
disclosed that he had the AIDS virus and then stopped prac-
ticing medicine, officials at they four hospitals where he
worked said Friday, reports AFP.

Neal Rzepkowski, who stopped working two weeks ago.
said he had known he was carrying the virus which causes
acquired immune deficiency syndrome (AIDS) since 1985
the same sources said.

The four hospitals which employed the physician said they
planned to inform all of his patients but stressed that the
chance of infection was virtually nil. They noted that there
was no confirmed case of doctor to-patient transmission of
AIDS in a US hospital. '

The government in July published a rcport advising US
doctors practicing procedures to be tested for the AIDS virus
and to stop performing high risk procedures if thcy were car-
rying the virus or at least to inform nts.

The Senate recently passed a bill not yet considered by the
House of Representatives calling for a minimum of 10 years in
prison and a fine of as much as 10,000 dollars for any doctor
carrying the AIDS virus who fails to inform his patients of his
infection.

The only cases of doctor-to-patient transmission of the
virus known publicly in the United States are those of 23-
year-old Kimberly Bergalis and four other patients believed to
have contacted the disease from the same Florida dentist.

-
Haircut now a peril
ORLANDO (Florida) : Add haircuts to the growing list of the
perils of modern life, reports Reuter.
A Florida man is suing over a haircut he says was so bad
that he needed psychiatric help to overcome an ensuing
disorder

Eric Graham filed suit against the J C Penney Co this
week, claiming one of the store's hair stylists cut his hair so

The resuit was opposite
nine inches (18 cm) of hair. "ashamed” and an object
ridicule his friends. :

He ts asking for 10,000 dollars in damages.

Great Silk Route revived

MOSCOW : Ethnologists, archeoclogists.
newsmen from 23 countries took part



