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group is causing the problem in
it off in Rajshahi, a

for the paralysis at Dhaka. It
the same picture everywhere else. Differen
groups with different motives and grievances.
Opposition parties are involved, but so are stu-
dent groups affilated to the ruling party.

But there is a common factor. Throughout the
education sector, a free-for-all environment see-
ms to have been created by, on the one hand, the
inability or unwillingness of law enforcement
agencies to check the rising wave of violence on
or even outside campuses (note Rajshahi), and on
the other, a total absence of initiative on the part
of the education ministry to put its own house in
order. The tragedy is that the two ministries
most directly concerned with the situation, home
affairs and education, are headed not by political
non-entities, but by Prime Minister Khaleda Zia
-and deputy leader of the Jatiya Sangsad Dr
Badruddoza Chowdhury respectively. The ques-
tion naturally arises, why is it proving so difficult
for the country's two top political office-holders
to tackle an essentially political situation? Should
we assume that they are not terribly bothered
about the situation? Or do we take it that they are
simply unable to cope with the problem?

Barely five months into the life of a new gov-
ernment, we earnestly hope none of the above is
actually the case. But the situation has already
reached a crisis point and we are yet to see any
meaningful initiative, which has to come from the
government because, in the first instance, it is
their job to administer the country. (Recent
events have exposed the July 12 grand confer-
ence of political parties to have been mare of a
failure than the success it was claimed to be at
the time).

At the moment, we 'see the education minister
on television virtually every evening, chief guest-
ing at this or that function. But we do not see him
discussing the campus situation with university
vice-chancellors or college principals. Dr
Chowdhury is a man of considerable ability, en-
ergy and intellect, but his current style of minis-
tership cannot, and does not, cause public confi-
dence in him to grow.

We do not expect the government to declare
war on the campuses, nor is it desirable. Since
violence-mongers largely operate inside cam-
puses, any heavy-handed police action could lead
to injuries to, or even deaths of, innocent stu-
dents. But what we do expect is a firmn directive
and follow-ups from the home ministry to the
police to contain the violence. Simultaneously,
the education minister should initiate a process
of direct dialogue with university and college au-
thorities on the one hand, and all student groups
on the other, in order to find a mutually agreed
solution. In the meantime, the major political
parties should stop inflaming the situation with
press statements accusing one another — but
never themselves — for the violence.

An Award for PFA

Nearly three decades of hard work put in by
the Manila-based Press Foundation of Asia for the
development of journalism in this continent has
won the well-deserved Magsaysay Award. The PFA
which represents newspaper owners, editors and
individual journalists from some 30 countries in
Asia has been honoured for its contribution to in-
ternational understanding. If this citation gives
due recognition to the press organisation for its
work in this all-important field, it also under-
scores the need for using the regional press with
increased vigour for creating better understand-
ing among nations in Asia.

In this respect, the fullest potential of the
three main activities of the PFA should be re-
alised, but this is possible if the organisation re-
ceives greater programme support from its
members as well as from the international com-
munity than it has obtained so far. Among its ac-
tivities, two im t ones relate to for
journalists and the syndication of development-
oriented feature service. better known as
Depthnews Asia. When funds permit, the organi-
sation also holds professional consultations
among on current issues of our times,
such as press freedom and the role of newspa-
pers in economic development.

From the time of liberation in 1971, the press
in Bangladesh has benefited considerably from its
association with PFA. A number of our journalists
have received specialised in development
journalism through PFA courses; some of our fea-
ture writers regularly contribute to the Depth-
news Asia service; and one of our noted writers,
Poet Shamsur Rahman has been a recipient of the
prestigious PFA award for his contribution to
journalism. These links between the press in
Bangladesh and PFA should be further -
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thened, against the propitious background of
return of journalism to this country.
In its felicitations to the PFA, this pa-

per specially commends the role played in the
organisation's by its founder-directors
Amitabha Chowdhury and Tarzie Vittachi as well
@8 of its present director general Mochtar Lubis
and” the editorial director Romeo Abundo.

Working , they have helped the press in
Asila to % place of its own in the international
field. We, owe them much. |
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Shevardnadze : His Vision and Goal
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and strategic tasks are yet to
be elaborated in a democratic

WY
The movement is to hold its
founding congress |In

September in order to unite
the democratic movements
and parties of republics and

. The congress is also
its form —

whether it will be a party or

In an exclusive interview with Olga Trofimova of Novosti Observer
Eduard Shevardnadsze replies to the critics of the democratic reform

movemendt.
else, adopt its pro
"'-“"':‘ it e o A Star Exclusive
rate concrete ways of taking in the interests of the

nationalities. We attach priority
importance to relations be-
tween republics, i.e., the de-
velopment of so-called hori-
zontal ties. There should be a
clear-cut system of relations
between the Centre and the
Republics.

. The foundation of the state
is, in our opinion, spiritual,
economic and political free-
dom and the individual him-
sell. We are to find out what is

MHWI+
beneficial deals.

SHEVARDNADZE: Our
movement 18 not an act of
confrontation. Some parties
and political trends make clear
right from their very inception
their antagonistic stand vis-a-
vis other political or state
structures. We adhere to con-
structive positions, are loyal to
the Government and the
President and will support
them when they conduct a

We make a special stake on
the young We are aware of the
close atiention of the country's
young people to our mowve-
ment. They want to under-
stand what this force stands
for. We have already estab-
lished contacts with many of
their leaders.

By and large, this is a
movement for the and in
the interest of the future gen-
erations. We want our eoun-
trymen to become convinced
that the who stand at
the source of this movement
think about them, their chil-
dren and grandchildren first
and foremost.

QUESTION: It is contended
that your resignation from the
Communist Party can entafl
massive withdrawals and in a
way lead to a split in the party.
What could you say in this con-
nection?

SHEVARDNADZE: | said this in

Leningrad a few days ago and |

ﬁﬂrcrlthtlmmtm

to make political capital on
anti-communism. If some
communists want to quit the

Lately. some Communist
Party functionartes and other

of the young to the,
scene now. Our life
experience, including the bit-

No Red Carpet for Returning Asians

Wasswa John Bosco writes from Kampala

HE Ugandan governm-

enls move Lo return to
Asians the property
that was confiscated in 1972

Idf Amin is popular among
the international community
but is bringing a lot of local
criticism on the government.

President Yoweri Musevent,
head of the National
Resistance Movement (NRM)
is trying to prove to the inter-
national community that
Uganda is a stable economic
environment. "Return home
and invest in Uganda.," is his
message to the Asians. "How
can | assure foreign investors
of security of their investments
if | don't return the property
of the Astans?"

So far over 1.400 Asian
families have filed claims for
the return of 7000 properties.
More than 80,000 Asians were
expelled by Amin in 1972,

Laws secking to either
compensate the Asians or to
return their perties were
actually passed in 1982, but
little had been done about it
until the NRM came to power
in 19886.

Many Ugandans are dis-
pleased with the idea of sur-
rendering the properties that
Amin showered on them, and
with the way it is being done.

Among the disgruntled are
the Baganda, who feel they too
deserve compensation for
property they lost to Uganda.

was a kingdom that
became part of Uganda when it
gained independence f[rom
Britain in 1962. Its royal prop-
erty was confiscated and is
now being used as Uganda's

The international community is applauding the Uganda government
Asians expelled from their homes by Idi Amin in 1972. But allowing

for doing justice to
the Asians back

means many Uganda families and businesses will be pushed out of their buildings or face
enormous rent increases and they are not happy about it.

Uganda U-turn on Asians

1882 Ugands gains independence from
Britain

197T1: Genersi idi Amin iakes power In
‘mifttary coup

1972: 80,000 Aslans expelied, and their
properties conflaceted

1979 Amin overthrown

main military barracks and the
headquarters for the Ministry
of Defence. The Baganda want
the property returned to their
currcnt monarch, Prince
Ronald Mutebi.

Given the importance of the
property now, it is unlikely the
gﬂt;v:rnmcnt will return it to

Corruption, bribery and
forgery have also been re-
ported to be involved in the
Asian property deals. The

1982 Laws pessed 0 compensste of
return property to Asians

1966 President Yower Museven: s Natons!
Resisiance Armry wing protrscied
guerriila war agains! Obote s (roops

1891 Museven appeals o Asians 10 return

Minister in charge of the
Departed Asians Property
Custodian Board, Steven
Kavuma, is at the centre of the
controversy. He was accused by
the very critical] Uganda
Conflidential of pocketing
"between Uganda Shs 3 and 10
million on each property he
hands back to a claimant.” As
well, Kavuma's law firm is han-
dling claims for many Asians.
Cries of opposition have also
been coming from Resistance

Councillors (RC I1]) of Kampala
Central, the Kampala busincss
community and the National
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry.

The business community
will suffer in two ways. Many
will be either evicted from
their premises or will have
their rent hiked. As well, Asian
businesses will be bringing to
Uganda commodities in bulk
and offering them at much
lower prices than Ugandans
are able to. Business disaster is
on the minds of many Ugandan
business people.

Asians own over 60 per
cemt of the property in
Kampala. A nt dwellers
in the capital are already sul-
fering exorbitant rent in-
creases, some up to 300 per
cent from returning landlords.
Other tenants have been
evicted by Asians under the
pretext of having repairs done.
Museveni has said the govern-

ment will tolerate no further
impromptu evictions or rent

hikes.
Many belicve the whole idea
of re fon is being forced

posscss
on Uganda by the IMF. Worid
Bank, USA, Britain and other
countries.

Many argue that compensa-

address.

Bank loans : A
clarification

Sir, My attention has been
drawn to a news item pub-
lished in the national dailies
on 23 July, in which it has
been stated that the Finance
Minister in reply to a question
in the Parliament sented a
list of dfrectors of private
banks who borrowed money
from different nationalized
banks. Some of the newspa-
pers have distorted the
Finance Minister's statemient
stating that these private bank
directors have defaulted in re-
payment of their loans and
E:r;l:md shares of private

with the money.

| am surprised to find my
name on this list. The fact is
that late son Ejaz Ahmed
Chaudhury on return from
abroad after completion of
higher education set up a spe-
cialised textile mill of 20
looms at t at his own ini-
tiative with a p t loan of
Tk 28.62,250/- from Janata
» Sylhet in 1984 for im-
port of capital machinery.
Before the mill went into

1
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the sharecholders in the inter-
est of the Bank.

E A Chaudhury

Chairman, Board of Directors,
Pubali Bank Limited, Dhaka.

Dacca and Dhaka

Sir, From some time past
our capital city is being spelt
in Engrinh as "Dhaka” instead
“Dacca”.
We, Bangladeshi thoufh use
and write this new spelling, it
has often been noticed to our
dismay and misfortune that
letters and communications
coming from foreign countries -
hurlzgncm' in the address.

“"Newsweek” 1s a very

important English weekly of

international repute printed
abroad and distributed by a
company in this capital. It has
a good market in Bangladesh
and our intellectual class is its
buyer and reader extensively.
This journal without taking the
least care to the decision of
government about the change
in the spelling has for years
been printing "Dacca” as may
be seen in "subscription
rates” column of each issue.
“University of Dacca®
(Dhaka) 1s an age-old educa-
ar:l t}ﬂlﬂlutﬂln. We do not
its Syndicate
amendment has b’-hﬂ
any in the spelling of
“Dacca®. In the distant future
our posterity and research
scholars would be in confusion
whether there were in
existence two different cities
~ *Dhaka” and “Dacca”. |
Therefore, it is now per-
proper for us that we do
revert to the old spelling of
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the capital city *Dacca” in-
stcad of ‘Dhaka’ in view of the
fact that the old spelling is still
popularly known to the world
around and that we have also
failed to use phonetic sounds
in other cases, as we are still
using "Bogra® instead of
‘Bagura’ and “Chit ng" in-
stead of ‘Cha tago ®

Abdullah Al Abu Bakar Dinaf,
Birol, Dinajpur.

English movies on TV

Sir, English movies are a vi-
tal entertainment in the BTV
pro But, for the lack
of lingual skill, the greater
bulk of TV viewers is not able
to understand that. Then again
many of those who know
English sometimes fail to un-
derstand for the problem
relating to pronunciation. So, if
the TV authority sets a system
to show the movies with
subtitles (the speeches of the
character written at the
bottom of the frame), we all
shall have beneflited by it,
understanding the English
movies fairly. We do hope BTV
authority will look into the
matter.

Fazlul Haque
Surja Sen Hall,
Dhaka University.

Letters to the editor

Sir, | am a regular reader 6
and a casual contributor to the
letters column of dailies. For
some time | have been think-
ing if the letters to the editors

letters are addressed have

time to go through them. For I
have hardly come across our
editors taking up readers’
points of views/complaints se-
riously either.

The authorities take little
or no notice to what is written
in this column. It is only when
you take up something, they
become a little alert at Jeast to
issue a rejoinder if not any-
thing else. Incidentally, we
have found, that authorities are
very prompt in issuing in-
ders and by issuing the same
they consider their duly done.
All problems/views given
through this column might not
be worth your pen. But if some
of them which you consider
worth the salt, get your bless-
ings maybe this column would
achieve {ts purpose and the
writers their satisfaction.

H. R. Chowdhury

Mogh Bazar, Dhaka

Violence on campus

Sir, An uneasy atmosphere
is prevailing in different edu-
cational institutions all over
the country. The whole nation
is greatly concerned at the
terrorist activities of a section
of students. They have turned
the holy educational campus
into war fields endangering
thousands of other ‘students’
academic life. Dhaka and
Chittagong universities have
become the harbouring places
of terrorism for quite a long
time. -

Most unfortunately, the au-
thorities are yet to find a solu-
tion, and there is little hope
that they would find it soon.
What is our tation from a
popularly elected people's rep-
mld tative mﬂf amnnt'? Sho-
uld majority guardians
sec their wards’ future joining
into oblivion, helplessly? And
how long?

Dr. M.A. Hanyf

tion from the Ugandan gov-
ermment is not needed, since
as many as 315 Asians have re-
cetved compensation from the
United Nations High
Commission for Refugees.

Several Kampala people
have threatened to go on
hunger strikes when evicted,
to kill Asians or 1o burn the
buildings. When Asians first
returned in the early 1980s,
when Milton Obote's Uganda
People's Congress Party was in
power, they were not greeged
warmly. Many were robbed and
some were killed,

The government had
planned {0 discuss the Asian
issue In parltament In mid-
June. But the discussion did
not happen as scheduled be-
causec, the press argued, of a
visit from Nazmu Virani. He s
an Asian expelled from Uganda

dollar projectsa in U )
Controversy stirred up the

parliamentary discussions
would have beén spread all
over the local papers and many
have discouraged Virani's

The NRC discussed the

Asian issue a few days afier his
departure, but In session

closed to the

The Aga . leader of the
Ismaili Muslim community
worldwide, has guaranteed
loans for members of his
community to the tune of

USSS00 million if they want to
invest in Uganda. He is to re-
possess over 200 properties.
The great economic bene-
fits tied to the return of the
Asians mean the government is
doing whatever it can (0 satisfy
them. But it might have to take
action o satisly its
as well. — 'mw
WASSWA JOHN BOSCO
studies mass communication at
Makerere University and
writes regularly for the Weekly
Topic, a Ugandan weekly.

OPINION

The Singaporeans
[Lack the Human Touch?

After relishing Vedette's vi-
gnett¢ on the versatile
Singaporeans and the ne-
gyric fireworks on their city of
lions (Star, July 2). it would
not be uncharitable to round
up the image of their strength;
because, paradoxically enough,
their weakness lies in their
very strength — the lack of
human touch.

The Singaporeans are ad
mirable company during offlice
and business hours; deadly
keen on paging their effi-
ciency. But how do you com-
municate with them during
the leisure hours (not business
lunch/dinner/parties; and out-
side the hotel)? That is the
dilemma of the tourists, visi-
tors, and resident foreigners.
Of course the Singaporeans are
far better than the Japanese
(stress on formality) — some
wit dubbed the J tourists as
mobile islands.

About one and a hall years
ago, | wrote a pilece on this
lack of lackness (for the
Singapore press). The situation
has been improving rapidly
since the venergble old man
decided on an active retire-
ment. Three cheers for the
leadership for cultivating the
power of the bindu (the dot
called Singapura). From the
centre the aura spreads, and it
is time for outsiders to enjoy
the fringe pleasure of the
company of  Singaporeans,

are coming out of their
shells (note the show on BTV).

The key question is "Alter
development, what else, or
what next?” It is encouraging
to watch that the
'dehumanizing’ process is on,
(I would prefer a softer term
than 'dehumanizing’); and the
robots are trying to loosen
their fixation on efficiency, and
fumbling to tackle the leisure
hours with state sponsored
friendship clubs and other at-
tractive props; keeping one
eye on below-zero population
growth rate, and the other on
the attractive non-spinsters.

The modern narcissism
with the minute hand of the
watch is deplorable philosoph-
ically. In my cou the t
advice | used to r to the

foreign experts was to forget
the minute hand, as we go

the hour hand (due to circum-
stances beyond our control).
While window-shopping in
Geneva, | came across a wrist
watch which showed time by
colour windows changing s

aperture. Hence the time
could only be read to only
within two minutes of the cer-
rect time — the tension re-
mover watch of the modern
age! | bought one, but found it
to be useless in the developing
countries, where time is time-
lessl -

| am very much tempted to
ask a Singaporean: what would
you like to have which money
cannot buy? How to remove
this invisible wall which inhi-
bit. fraternization? To be sell-
sufficient within one's own
society is one of the lesser
goals of life, and a very limited
objective. Why we do not
aspire to be citizens of the
world?

In Singapore, what do you
do after the business, and the
shopping? You cannot talk to a
scli-regimented mind ob-
sessed with self-improvement.
Personalities come in various
geometric shapes. The best

company is a sphere. A triangle
has three sharp projections; a
square or rectangle has four.

How do you match with a cone
or pyramid? One move |1
appreciated was publicizing
the thoughts of Confuctus,

Singapore appears to be
saturated., and Erlln drain fs.
causing concern. Some for-
eign factories have shifted or
are shifting to other ASEAN
countries. The new [actories
are robot and high-tech ori-
ented. Singapore has been de-
pending on services rather
than exports. Besides, the
Singapore dollar is getting
stronger and stronger. The
problem is how teo prevent
flattening of the development
curve at the . This is the
current challenge faecin
Singapore, hence we hear
new and enterprising schemes
to remain at the top.

What is life, if full of care,
there s no time to stand and
stare?

My last message: "Singa-
pore. here | come I"

A. Mawaz
Dhaka



