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In an exclusive inter-
view with Olga Trofi-
mova of Novosti Ob-

server Eduard Shevar-
dnadze replies to the

| eritics of the democratic

reform movement

A Star Exclusive
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Business

Discussions on best
uses of Export Develop-
ment Fund by non-tra-

ditional exporters.

DCCI demands reo-

pening of BCCI
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Metropolitan
Dhaka Day by Day

Street children need to

be provided with a sen-
se of self-worth and a
marketable skill for a

brighter future
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Feature
Environment

Education and technical
assistance will be nee-
ded to help farmers in

developing countries ad-
just to climate change

Esteghlal Club defeated
Pelita Jaya 2-0 on way
to tomorrow’s final of
the 10th Asian Club
soccer Champion-
ship at Dhaka
Stadium
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President Justice Shaha-
buddin Ahmed in the chair

approved the Industrial policy

199, the 1991 -
93 and the tea 1991-93,
reports BSS
AL extended
meet Aug 2
An extended meeting of the
Awami League Central Working
Committee will be held at 10
am on August 2 at the
party central office at

Avenue. says a
press release. reports UNB.

BHOPAL, July 27: The
National Federation of
Newspaper Employees

, an all India

{

[ BANGKOK THAI RESTAURANT |
The Mouse of Peace & Rést, The Place of High Class.
We Cordially invite you fo fry our Beautifully

prepared and Beoautifully presented authentic
THAI CUISINE ond mhﬁﬁcaw

atmosphere of o LOVELY HOUSE.

1443 ASIAN HIGHWAY ROAD, NASIRABAD,
CHITTAGONG. RSVP CALL TEL: 226803
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BNP, Opposition groups reach consensus

Amendment Bills cleared,

to be placed in JS today

By Mustafa Kamal Majumder

The ruling BNP and the

Opposition in the Parliament
Saturday f{roned out their
differences and reached
consensus on the Constitution

* Amendment Bills for switch-

over to parliamentary form of
government.

The 15 member
mentary
drawn from both the ruling
party and the opposition
unanimously adopted a report
giving final shapes to the seven
Constitution Amendment Bills
including the 11th and the

Parlia-

12th tabled by the BNP. 1

The report will be submit-
ted to the Parliament today, an
announcement f{rom the
Parliament Secretariat said.

The report proposes to in-
corporate with the Treasury
Bench bills certain provisions
of the Private Member's Bills
of Abdus Samad Azad and

| Rashed Khan Menon.,

The consensus fulfils the
November 18 joint declaration
of the eight, seven and five
party alliances for establishing
parliamentary form of govern-
ment on which united move-
ment was launched.

The bills are expected to be

Anomalies in:
cadre services
to go : PM

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia has said her gov-
ernment would take all possi
ble steps to bring to an end
the existing anomalies in dif-
ferent cadre services for en
suring an effective and efli
clent service system, reports

| B8S

"As the atmﬂt‘rﬂllﬂﬁ”y
elected government we want
to start a new era in the coun-
try's cadre service by solving
their genuine problems,
Begum Zia told a delegation of
BCS Coordination Committee
(23 cadres) when they met her
at the Secretariat office on

| Saturday morning.

The delegation was led by
Mohammad Abu Hena, presi-
dent of the committee.

m Khaleda Zia said the
overall development of the
country could only be attained
with the sincere and combined
efforts of all including the gov-
ernment and the people in-
volved with it

PM to be briefed
on trade, industry

problems

Star Economic Report

The Federation
Bangladesh Chambers of
Commerce and Industry
(FBCCI). the apex trade pro-
motion body, decided on
Saturday to meet Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia o
apprise her of the overall
problems in trade and industry
and the national economy.

The deciston was taken at a
joint meeting of the executive
committee of the federation,
leading members of trade and

. leaders of different
chamber bodies and trade as-
sociations and some directors
of banks at the Federation
Bhavan. FBCCI President Al-haj
Md Akram Hossain was in the
chair.

The federation will suggest
some remedial measures to
help overcome the situation.

The representatives

See Page 10 Col. 2

Low over Bay:

Squalls in Ctg,
Mongla likely

The low over north-west
Bay off Orissa and West Bengal
coast has become well marked

of

of

mar -
ports Mongla,
and Cox's Bazar,
said on Saturday

itime

Chit

Met office

night
These maritime ports have

been advised to keep hotsted

Local Cautionary 8Signal
Number 3.
All fishing boats and

trawiers over north Bay have
advised to remain close
coast and proceed with

4

Select Committee ,

passed by the House after
three to four days of extensive
discussion. After the passage
by a two-third majority. the
bills will be forwarded to the

Acting President. The Acting
President will, within seven
days, refer the 12th

Amendment Bill to a referen- *

dum. |
No referendum will be re-
quired for the 11th

Amendment Bill which seeks
to validate the appointmerit of
Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed as
Vice-President, and all his ac-
tions as Acting President.
Meanwhile, the Referen-

dum Bill introduced by the
ruling party will be passed
before the prorogation of the
Parliament. A referendum will
be organised on the basis of
this law.

Law Minister Mirza Golam
Hafiz who is the Chairman of

See Page 10 Col. 3
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Saidabad bus terminal (above) wore an almost deserted look during the first day of the

indefinite transport strike Saturday while (below ) a group of passengers rides a rickshaw

van to their destinations.

— Star photo

Deposed President HM
Ershad yesterday rclieved all
the lawyers defending him
after they refused to plead his
casc.

The defence lawyers in a
letter submitted by Yousuf
Hossain Humayun o the
Special Judge Mohammad Alf
Khan on behalf of Ershad
stated: "] am informed by my
lawyers that they are suflering
from a sense of insccurity
after various news items com-
ing out in the daily newspapers
on the unprofessional activities
of some of the appointed
lawyers and thus they are re-
luctant to act as my lawyers in
the interest of their honour
and professional dignity "

Therefore, he prayed that
the defence lawyers be re-
lieved of their duties.

He further said. “| hereby
withdraw Okalatnama
(power) for all the appointed
Advocates. | shall try to give a
fresh list of lawyers after con-
sulting my relatives. So | pray
for seven days time and for
this act of kindness | shall ever
pray -

Judge Mohammad Al Khan
than sought the opinion of
Chief Defence Counsel Sirajul
Haque. Strajul Haque agreeing
to the contents of Ershad's

By Staff Correspondent
prayer said "We are apprehen-
stve to some activities of some
lawyers "

in an oblique reference to
Advocate Jinnat All who was
taken Into custody last week
for attempting to carrying let-
ters from Ershad, secretly.
Advocate Sirajul Haque said,
"We are feeling insecure, Our
lives and honour are at stake.
The reports being published In
different newspapers about the

Stranded Pakistanis'

second Long March
on August 14

Stranded Pakistanis General
Repatriation Committee
(SPGRC). at their general
meeting on F , decided to
go for second Long March pro
gramme on August 14, reports
UNB.

Stranded Pakistanis from all
branches attended the meet-
Ing.

They urged the Pakistan
High Commissioner in Dhaka
to "utilise the opportunity and
avoid disastrous consequences”
of the march, according to a
SPCRC press release.

SPGRC will also hold a rally
in Chittagong on July 30 to
press home demand.

Lawyers refuse to defend
Ershad as they feel insecure

unethical behaviour of some of
the lawyers are touching our

professfonal dignity and
honour.”
*In order to uphold our

and

to
he

professional dignity
honour we have decided
withdraw from the case,

added.
Advocate Sirajul Haque and

the same set of lawyers had |

carlier defended Ershad in the
arms case but lost, earning
the former President 10 years
rigorous imprisonment on
June 12.

After hearing Ershad's pe-
tition Special Judge
Mohammad AH Khan allowed
three days time and set July
30 for the next ;

Before the court resumed
hearing at 10.30 am Saturday
at former Jail Warden Barracks
in front of the Central Jail,
Advocate Haque had a meeting
with Ershad in the rest room
of the court.

He returned to the court-
room saying. “We can't be re-
sponsible for his misdeeds, |
s not conduct the case

re.’

Defence Counsel Sirajul
Haque was assisted by
Barrister Kazi Shahdat
Hossain, Advocate Yousufl

See Page 10 Col. 6

~ 80 killed in fierce fighting
between Croatians, Serbians

SISAK (Yugosilavia). July 27.
Thirty people have been killed
since fierce fighting broke out
Friday between Croatian forces
and Serbian nationalists in
eastern Croatia. the local po-
lice chiefl said here today, re-
ports AFP.

in the Adriatic coastal re-
sort of Dubrovnik meanwhile,
Yugoslav Prime Minister Ane
Markovic seid that he was call-
ing a8 “mini peace conference’

Tuesday in Belgrade involving

the federal rnment and
the six repub leaders

He hoped the Eurepean
Community (EC) “trotka®

which brokered the earlier
Brioni agreement that ended

)} hostilities in the other break

away republic of Slovenia
would also attend.

The clashes in the Glina,
Kostajnica and Kozobrod re-
glons continued depite a gov-
ernment ceasefire announce-
ment late Friday and its deci-
sion to order the Serbian
dominated army back to f(ts
barracks.

Sisak police chiel Djuro
Brodarac told an AFP reporter
that I3 of the depd were
Croatian police officets and 17
were civillans.

Most of the local people
killed were in the Croat-domi-
nated villages of Jukinac, near
Glina some 80 kilometres (37
miles) south of Zagreb, and In

Struga and Kuljani, near Dvor
na Uni, some 3 kilometres
(18 miles) southeast of Glina.
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Indefinite transport strike
cripples city life

City dwellers faced {m-
mense sufferings Saturday as
buses, minibuses and tempos
stayed off the roads because of
an indefinite strike by the
transport workers.

Thousands of passengers
were stranded in the blazing
heat of the day at different bus

stations in the capital.
The first day of the trans-

By Staff Correspondent

high fares. The baby taxi fares
were almost double the normal
on the day.

Many office-goers were
seen waiting by the roadside in
the morning and after office
hours for transports.

No inter-city and inter-dis-
trict buses, minibuses and
trucks left Saidabad., Mo-

hakhali, Gabtoli and Fulbaria

gart strike passed off peace- - terminals while the movement

lly barring some stray inci-
dents.

The strike was called by the
Transport Owners and Work-
ers Action Committee
protest against the Saidabad
clashes on Friday and to re-
alise the five-point demands.

A group of BNP-backed
workers had allegedly attacked
and occupied the terminal Fri-
day chasing out opponent

groups. The clash left at lcast

40 supporters of both groups
injured. S

Action Committee sources
said that the strike will be ob-
served only in Dhaka till Mon-
day and from Tuesday it will be
observed nationwide.

Besides private vehicles,
rickshaws and baby taxis were
the only means of transporta-
tion during he strike.

The rickshaw pullers and
the baby taxi drivers charged
the passengers unreasonably

in -

Bus owners,
workers threaten
strike all over
country Tuesday

By Staff Correspondent

The Road Transport
Owners-Workers Action
Committee on Saturday called
for continuing the transport
strike till the demands placed
by the Committee are met.

Md Ashraf Khan and Abdur
Rashid. Joint Convenors of the
Action Committee in a state-
ment co tulated the trans-
port workers and owners for
observing the strike through-
out Dhaka city peacefully. They
demanded arrest and punish-
ment of those who are respon-

sible for the attack at Saidabad
See Page 10 Col. 6

of auto tempos was also sub-
jected to blockades.

However, some te
erated in the mmm i3

During the strike, some agi-
tated transport workers set a
minibus ablaze at Tikatuli and
damaged some other vehicles
including two minfbuses in dif-
ferent parts of the city. How-
ever, the leaders of
workers denied the responsi-
bility of the incidents saying
that the group that forcibly oe-
cupied the Saidabad terminal
was invoived in the incidents.

Organising Secretary of the
Action Committee Osman Al
told The Daily Star that Fri-
day's incident had occurred as
the ruling tried to estab-
lish its domination of the
terminal with the help of one
Belayet, who was expelled
from Transport Workers Unifon
earlier.

"Our organisation is a non-
political one but most of the
ruling parties have tried w0
dominate us on different pleas
which generated trouble in the
country.” he said adding. "We
only struggle for our demands
and we do not serve any politi-

cal party”.
Meanwhile, the Action
Committee leaders held a

meeting with the Communica-
See Page 10 Col 6

) Dawn-to-dusk
hartal observed

in Chittagong
From Our Staff

Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, July 27: A
complete dawn-to-dusk hartal
was observed in the port city
today. Chittagong city unit of
Awami League gave the hartal
call to press home its 32-point
demand for development of
Chittagong. The 32-point de-
mand includes declaring
Chittagong as disaster area,
exemption from all arrear
taxes on all ctvic amenities and
utility services, construction
of permanent embankment
from Kumira to Patenga, de-
veloping Chittagong airport
into an {nternational one,
construction of bus and truck
terminals, development of
Patenga beach for attracting
tourists expansion of railway
tracks from Dohazarl to Teknaf
via Cox's Bazar and exemplary
punishment to those respon-
sible for leakage of Comilla
Board SSC examination ques-

tion papers.

JCD leader stabbed : students
leaving RU halls attacked

From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, July 27: The law
and order situation in the divi-
sional headquarters improved
slightly following a cofisensus
between political leaders and
the district administration on
cracking further clashes be-
tween rival student groups.

However. a lcader.- of the
pro-BNP Jatiyatabadi Chhatra
DalfJCD) was stabbed and sev-
eral students of the Rajshahi
University were wounded in
attacks by their rivals Friday
night.

Police recovered a pipe-gun
and three cocktails from the Lt
Selim Hall of the Institute of
Technology (BIT) today
(Saturday) noon.

Contingents of police were
still guarding the RU, BIT and
other educational institutions
in the city where fierce gun-
battles took place between the
activists of the JCD and the
Chhatra Oikya Parishad in the
last four days.

The gunbattles originating
at the BIT later sparked off

clashes between the two
groups at the Rajshaht
University and other areas of
the city.

In the continued armed bat-
tles, over 7B students were
injured and at least 125 hall
rooms of the RU were set
ablaze. Over 500 shots were
fired by both the groups during
the fight

Hospital sources said that a
JCD leader Habibi'r Rahman
Habib was stabbed at the
Kumarpara bus stand Friday

night.
He was admitted to the
Rajshahi Medical College

Hospital (RMCH). The attack-
ers could not be identified
Several students belonging
to Chhatra Oikya were attacked
Friday night by their rivals
while leaving the RU halls fol-
lowing a vacation notice by the

See Page 10 Col. 2
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